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ADVERTISEISJENT. 


1  HE  high  character  which  these  Travels  bear 
in  point  of  authentic  information,  and  the  great 
variety  of  curious  matter  to  be  found  in  them, 
respecting  those  countries  through  which  the 
Author  travelled,  by  a  route  which  as  yet  is  very 
little  known,  joined  to  the  extreme  scarcity  of 
this  Book,  from  the  demand  for  it  upon  the  Con- 
tinent, were  the  motives  for  the  publicatioh  of 
this  new  edition.  The  Maps  in  the  former  edi** 
tion  being  wretchedly  executed,  arid  at  the  same 
time  quite  erroneous  and  imperfect,  the  Publisher 
has  substituted  in  their  place  new  and  accurate 
Maps,  taken  from  the  latest  and  best  authorities, 
particularly  the  Russian  Atlas,  in  which  the  Au- 
thor*s  route  is  carefully  traced,  together  with  the 
several  towns,  villages,  and  stations,  which  are 
luentioned  in  the  course  of  his  Travels, 


THE 


PREFACE. 


Xn  my  youth  I  had  a  ftrong  defire  of  feeing  foreign 
|axt8  J  to  iatxsfy  which  inclination,  after  having  ob^ 
tunedy  from  fome  perfbns  of  worth?  recommendatory 
ktten  to  Dr  AreCkine,  chief  phyfician  and  privy-coun- 
fellor  to  the  Czar  Peter  the  Firft,  I  embarked  at 
London,  in  the  month  of  July  1714,  cm  board  the 
Profperity  of  Ramfgate,  Captain  Emerfon,  for  St 
Peterlburgh«-^On  my  arrival  there,  I  was  received  by 
Dr  Areffcine  in  a  very  friendly  manner ;  to  whom  I 
communicated  my  intentions  of  feeking  an  opportu- 
nity of  vifiting  fome  parts  of  Afia,  at  leaft  thofe  parts 
which  border  oh  Ruflia. — Such  an  opportunity  foon 
prefented  it&If,  on  occafion  of  an  embaiTy,  then  pre- 
paring, from  his  Czariih  Majcfty  to  the  Sophy  of 

Peifia. 

Artemy 


viu  ^  k  £  F  A  e  i* 

■ 

Artemy  Petrovich  Valeniky,  a  gentleman  of*  a  famli 
ty  of  diftinftion,  and  a  captain  of  the  guards,  was 
appoiuted  ambaflador  by  his  Majefty.  tJpon  his 
nomination,  he  applied  to  Dr  Arefkine  to  recommend 
a  perfon  who  had  fome  knowledge  in  phyfic  and  fur* 
gery,  to  go  in  his  fuit  in  the  embaffy. — ^As  I  had  em- 
ployed fome  (>art  of  my  time  yi  thofd  ftudies,  the 
Do£tor  recommended  me ;  which  he  did  in  fo  cor<^ 
dial  a  maimer,  as  produced  to  me,  from  the  amba(ra«> 
dor,  many  marks  of  friendfhip  and  regard,  which  fub-« 
fifted  not  only  during  the  journey,  but  alfo  continued, 
from  that  time,  to  the  end  of  his  days, — ^The  Do&or, 
at  the  fame  time,  recommended  me  to  the  college  of 
foreign  affairs  at  St  Peterfburgb,  by  whom  I  wat 
engaged  in  the  fervice  of  Pster  the  First. 

Having  acquainted  the  reader  with  the  manner  of 
my  entering  on  the  travels,  which  are  the  principal- 
fubjed  of  the  following  fheets,  I  ihall  take  the  liberty 
to  fay,  that  I  have,  through  the  whole,  given  tfas 
obfervations,  which  then  appeared  to  me  w^th  re<^ 
marking,  without  attempting  to  embellifli  them^  by 
taking  any  of  the  liberties  of  exaggeration,  or  invei^, 
tion,  frequently  imputed  to  travellers. 

I  took  notes  of  the  fubje£l  of  the  following  treatife^ 
by  way  of  diary,  from  time  to  time,  during  the  couxfe. 
of  my  travels,  intendmg  nothing  farther,  at  that  tune^ 
than  to  keep  them  as  helps  to  my  memory,  .^(s  I 


/ 
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might,  as  occafion  offered,  communicate,  in  converfa- 
don  with  my  friends,  what  I  had  obferved  worth  re- 
marking, and  that  I  might  be  capable  of  giving  in- 
formation to  others,  who  might  be  defirous  of  it,  on 
tboT  being  to  make  the  fame  joumies* 

About  four  years  ago,  fpending  fome  day^  at  the 
boufe  of  a  Right  Honourable  and  moil  honoured 
fiiend,  the  fubje&of  my  travels  took  up  a  great  part  of 
cur  converfation  ;  during  which,  upon  his  inquiring 
occaiionally,  whether  I  had  taken  any  notes  of  the 
places,  &c.  through  which  I  had  paffed  in  my  feveral 
joumies  ?  and,  upon  my  anfwering  in  the  affirmative^ 
he  was  pleafed  to  take  fome  pains  to  engage  me  to 

• 

promife  that  I  would  colled  my  liotes  and  obferva- 
tionS,  and  form  them  into  journals,  as  complete  *as  the 
time  elapfed  would  admit,  and  communicate  them  to 
the  world. 

It  was  not  without  reludance  that  I  fet  about  this 
work,  which,  had  I  thought  it  worth  the  public'^  ac- 
ceptance and  perufal,  I  would  have  done  long  ago. — 
Such  as  it  is,  I  now  offer  it  to  them  ;  and  flatter  my- 
felf,  (with  hopes  at  leaA,)  that  the  plainnefs  of  the 
(tile  in  which  it  is  written  will  be  of  no  prejudice  to  it 
mth  candid  readers,  who  may  fmd  in  it  fomethings 
new,  and  of  which  they  would  choofe  to  be  informed. 

In  regard  to  the  tranflation  of  Mr  De  Lange's 
Joutnal^  I  have  given  it  for  two  raafons  :— *Firft,  be- 

b  caufe 


caufe  it  continues  the  negotiation  begun  by  Mr  De  Ur 

mayloff,  in  the  courfe  of  which  Mr  De  Lange  furnir 

fhes  the  reader  with  a  diftinft  detail  of  the  manner  of 

tranfaaing  affairs  with  the  miniftcrs  of  ftate,  of  their 

chicaneries,  &c.  at  the  court  of  Pekin.— Secondly, 
becaufe  I  do  not  apprehend  it  hath  ever  appeared 
in  the  Englifli  language ;  at  leaft,  have  made  what, 

inquiries  I  could,  to  find  if  it  had  been  tranflated, 

which  have  been  all  fruitlefs. 

As  I  well  knew  the  worthinefs  and  integrity  of  Mr 

De  Lange,  and  I  am  fiilly  perfuaded  that  his  Journal 

was  genuine,  though  perhaps  obtaitied  furreptitioufly 

by  the  editor,  I  have  clofed  the  tranflation  with  the 

end  of  Mr  De  Lange's  Journal,  on  his  arrival  at  JSe- 

linginfky  on  the  frontiers  of  Siberia ;  having  omitted 

an  addition  to  it,  made  by  the  editor,  of  the  trade  and 

»  • 

monies  of  China ;  concerning  which,  the  editor, 
when  he  enters  upon  it,  acquaints  the  reader  that  he 
had  not  the  means  neceffary  for  fufEcient  information.- 
For  the  reft,  the  tranflation  is  juft,  as  may  be  feen  by 
comparing  it  with  the  original. 

Antermony,     1 
pa.  1.  1762.  J 

JOHN   BELL^ 
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Karnes  of  the  principal  persons  who  composed  the 

train  of  the  Ambajfador^ 

Artemii  Petrovich  Valeniky,  viz. 

*  Secretary, 

Gregory  Chriftopher  Venigerkmd. 

Captain  Engineer, 
Jaques  de  Villette. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Embafly, 

Matphe  Parfilich  Kartzoff, 
Adrian  Ivanovich  Lopuchin, 
The  Author  of  this  JoumaL 

Prieft, 
Hyiarion,  a  Monk. 

Interpreters, 
Vaffiie  Kurdefisky, 
Alezie  Tulkatzoff, 
Demetry  Petritz. 

Clerks  or  Writers, 
Vkffile  Shadayoff, 
Alezie  Buchtaryoflf, 

With  many  others,  viz.  a  band  of  music,  consisting  of 
trumpets,  kettle-drums,  violins,  hautboys,  &c.  carpenters, 
smiths,  taylors,  valets,  and  footmen  \  amounting  in  all  to  a« 
bfve  one  hundred  persons ;  besides  a  troop  of  twenty-five 
dragoons  for  our  escort^  from  Istn^cban  to  Ispahan. 


^ 
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TO 


ISPAHAN. 


C  H  A  P.     I. 

TRpM  ST  PETERSBURGH  TO  CASAM.' 

V^N  Ae  fifteendi  of  July  1715,  I  let  out  from  St 
Peterfburgh,  in  company  with  Meffieurs  Venigerkind, 
De  Villctte,  and  Kiirdcffsky*  That  city,  which  has 
fince  grown  fo  confiderable,  was  then  in  its  iniancy, 
having  been  founded^  ten  or  eleven  years  before,  by 
that  truly  great  man  Peter  the  Firft,  to  whom  no  un- 
dertaking feemed  difficult. 

St  Peterfburgh  u  fituated  in  fixty  degrees  north 
latitude^  partly  on  the  continent  of  Ingria  and  Care- 
lia,  and  partly  on  different  iflands  formed  by  the  river 
Neva,  which  difcharges  kfelf,  by  four  channels,  into 
ibe  Gulf  of  Finland,  a  little  below  the  city.  It  is  de- 
fended 
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fended  by  a  ftrong  caftle,  built  with  ftone  and  brick, 
inacceffible  ta  fhips  of  force,  there  being  but  eight  feet 
teater  on  the  bar.  As  the  Czar  had  determined  to 
form  a  city  all  at  once,  and  not  to  truft  to  time  for 
the  growth  of  a  place  which  he  had  chofen  for. the 
feat 'of  government,  he  affembled  inhabitants  from 
every  province  of  his  empire,  and  ^allured  ftrangcrs 
from  n\oft  parts  of  Europe ;  fo  that  the  place  was 
even  well  peopled,  and  had  not  the  appearance  of  a 
city  fo  lately  founded. 

The  adjacent  country  is  generally  covered  with 
woods,  confiding  of  various  kinds  of  pines,  birch, 
alder,  afpine,  and  other  trees  natural  to  the  northern 

climates. 

To  the  fouthward,  efpecially  along  the  fhore  to- 
wards Peterhoff,  the  country  in  fujnmer  is  very  plea- 
fant,  with  country-feats,  corn-fields,  and  meadows  in« 
terfperfed. 

The  river  Neva  falls  out  of  the  Ladoga  Lake  at 
SlufTelburgh,  a  ftrong  caftle,  about  fixty  verft  above 
St  Peterft)urgh,  It  is  a  noble  ftream  of  clear  whol&- 
fome  water,  with  this  peculiar  quality,  that  it  is  feldom 
muddy.  It  contains  a  great  variety  of  excellent  fifli, 
which  fupply  the  market  all  the  year,  and  is  navigable 
%o  the  Ladoga  by  flat-bottomed  vefTels. 

The  woods  on  ^ach  fide  are  ftored  with  game  j  fuch 
as  hares,  which  are  white  as  fnow  in  winter,  and  tura 
brown  in  fummer  j  wild-deer,  bears,  and  wolves ;  the 
laft  are  fo  bold  that  I  have  known  them,  in  the  night- 
time, carry  off"  a  dog  from  a  man's  foot,  in  crofting 
the  river  on  the  ice.  There  are  alfo  elks  about  the 
\ak^  of  Ladoga*    As  for  wild^fowl,  few  places  can 


boaft  of  greater  variety^  The  chief  are  thefe ;  the  ur« 
haan,  called  in  French  coq  limoge  ;  this  bird  is  black, 
with  beautiful  red  ftreaks  about  its  head  and  eyes* 
The  cock  is  about  the  fize  of  a  turkey ;  the  hen  is 
lefsy  and  o(  a  brown  colour.  The  heath-cock,  in 
^French  cog  de  bruiere^  of  the  fame  colour  and  marks 
as  the  former,  but  not  fo  large.  The  partridge,  which 
the  French  call,  gilinot  Thefe  three  kinds  perch  oa 
trees  ;  and  in  winter  feed  on  fir  top3,  and  on  crane* 
berries,  which  they  fcrape  from  under  the  ihow.  There 
18  alfo  found  here  the  common  Engliih  partridge ;  it 
is  however  but  rare.  The  tarmaohan,  a  bird  well 
known  in  the  northern  parts  of  England  and  in  Scot* 
land,  are  here  in  plenty. 

As  foon-as  the  ice  goes  o^  in  the  fprihg,  vaft  flocks 
t>f  water-fowl  come  hither  froto  the  Cafpian  Sea,  and 
other  fouthem  regions,  to  hatch.  Thefe  confift  of 
iWans,  geefe,  a  variety- of  wild  ducks,  teal,  ^» 

Snipes  and  wood-cocks  breed  here ;  many  of  which 
are  catched  by  the  RuiSans,  who  are  excellent  filherg 
ftnd  fportfmen. 

iFrom  St  Peterfburgh,  we  direfted  our  courfe  along 
the  weftern  bank  of  the  Neva,  till  we  came  to  th^ 
Vrick-works.  The  weather  being  very  hot,  we  halted 
here  a  few  hours,  and  in  the  evening  purfued  out 
journey  to  a  finall  river  which  fells  liitb  th^  NeVa^ 
about  thirty  verft  above  St  Peterfbiirgh.  At  this  place, 
We  let  our  horfes  go  to  grafs,  and  lay  in  our  waggons 
till  the  morning  j  but  were  much  molefted  by  the 
gnats  2ind  mufkitoS. 

Next  mornings  we  continued  oUr  joUrliey,  and  pafs« 

«d  a  village  called  lihoia,  where  the  i&habitaats  fpealc 
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a  language,  and  wear  a  drefs  different  horn  the  RuP.*- 
fian,  though  they  profefs  the  fame  Greek  religion.    It 
is  probable  they  are  the  defendants  of  a  colony  for-, 
merly  brought  hither  from  fome  of  the  provinces  of 
Livonia* 

Next  day,  we  came  to  the  Volchova,  a  great  river 
ifiuing  from  a  lake  called  Ilmen,  not  far  diftant  from 
the  cityof  Novogorod,  which  difcharges  itfelf  into  the 
Ladoga.     Here  we  left  our  horfes  ;  and,  putting  our 
waggons  and  carriages  on  board  barks,  -  went  up  the 
river,  ufing  oars  or  fails,  by  turns,  as  neceffity  obliged 
us.     The  banks  of  the  Volchova  are  covered  with 
many  villages,  and  fruitful  corn-fields,  intermixed  with 
natural  woods.    We  found,  as  we  went  along,  plenty 
of  filh  jgid  coimtry  provifions.. 
•   The  19th,  we  arrived  at  Novogorod  Velikoi,  or  the 
Great  Novogorod,  fo  called  to  difUnguiih  it  from 
many  leffer  towns  of  the  fame  name.  This  city  ftands 
about  two  hundred  verft  fouth-eaft  from  Peterfburgh. 
The  Volchova  runs  through  the  middle  of  it,  over  ' 
which  there  is  a  wooden  bridge  defended  by  a  fortrcfs. 
There  are  many  well  built  churches  in  the  town,  and  - 
a  great  number  of  monafteries  in  the  neighbourhood, 
plcafantly  fituated,  which  form  a  very  agreeable  prof- 
ped.     It  was  formerly  a  place  of  great  note,  but  is- 
now  much  decayed.     Here  is  an  archbiihop  who  en-' 
joys  a  very  confiderable  revenue. 
.  July  2 2d,  having  put  our  carriages  on  board  another 
bark,  we  failed  up  the  river  to  the  Lake  Umen ;  - 
and,  leaving  it  on  our  right  hand,  entered  a  fmall  ri- 
ver called  Mfta,  and  at  night  came  to  Brunitz,  a  large 
nltage,  thirty  verft  from  Novogorod.    Here  we  dif- 

charged:; 


cfiarged  our  boats  ;  and,  having  procured  horfes,  we 
proceeded  next;  morning  thirty  verft'to  the  village  of 
Ta^jtzoSy  from  thence  to  Krafnyftanlcy,  and  then  to? 
Kreftitfty,  where  we  changed  horfes,  with  which  we 
travelled  to  Yafhilbitza.    Here  begin  the  Valday-hillg^. 
which  run^  to  a  great  diftance  from  eaft  to  weft,  but 
are  only  about  twenty  or  thirty  verft  broad.      They 
are  moftly  covered  with  wood.   We  came  next  to  the 
townof  Valday..  This  place  is^  pleafantly  fituated  at 
the  foot  of  the  hills,  adjoining  to  a  large  lake  of^the 
fame  name,  in  the  middle  of  which  is  an  iilahd,  where*- 
on  (lands  a  monaftery.     The  country  in  the  neighs . 
bourhood  is  hilly,  but  not  mountainous,  exhibiting  a- 
beautiful  variety  of  plain  and  riling  grounds. 

The  ne3:t  ftage  is  Zimogory,  and  after  that  Viflmoy. 
Tolotzoke.  Here  is  a  canal  of  confidtrable  extent^ 
cut  by  Peter  the  ,Firft,  which  opens  a  communication 
by  water  from  St  Peterfl)urgh  to  all  the  places  on  the 
Volga,  and  many  other  parti  of  Ruffia,  and  proves  a 
great  encouragement  to  trade,  and  very  advantageous 
to  the  merchant,  in  fuch  extenfive  tracts  of  land. 

Next  day  we  came  to  Torflioak,  a;  fmall  town^ 

The  39th,  we  arrived  at  Tweer,  a  populous  and* 
trading  town,  defended  by  a  c^ftle ;  it  is  the  capital 
of  a  province,  and  a  bilhop's  feat.  It  derives  its  name' 
£rom  a  rivulet  in  the  neighbourhood,  called  Tweertza,. 
and  ftands  on  the  banks  of  the  famous  river  Volga. 

The  V<:4ga5  known  formerly  by  the  name  of  Rha,f. 
Ihas  its  fource  not  far  to  the  weftward  of  Tweer.     At 
a  fmall  diftance  from  the  fource  of  the  Volga,  two 
other  noble  rivers  take  their  rife }   the  Dnieper,  ot 
Borjfthenes,  which  run  into  the  Black  Sea  at  Otza^ 

kof. 
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kof,  and  the  Duina,  which  &Us  into  the  Baltic  aC 
Rigi. 

The  Volga,  after  vifitbg  in  its  courfe  to  the  fouth-^ 
cafl  many  fruitful  countries,  difcharges  itfelf  into  the 
Cafpian  Sea,  about  fixty  verfl  below  Aftrachan }  and^ 
in  all  this  long  courfe,  there  is  not  a  fingle  catarad  to 
interrupt  the  navigation.  As  to  fiih,  no  river  in  the 
world  can  afford  grater  variety,  better  of  their  kind» 
nor  in  larger  quantities. 

Here  we  tailed  the  fterlett,  a  fiih  much  and  general* 
ly  efteemed ;  it  is  (^  the  fturgeon  kind,  but  feldom 
grows  above  thirty  inches  long.  It  is  found  in  other 
rivers  of  Ruflia ;  but  the  Volga  produces  the  beft  and 
in  greateft  plenty.  The  caviare,  or  fpawn,  i^  very 
good  to  eat  raw,  after  being  cleaned  and  drefled.  t 
never  could  find  a  fifherman  who  had  feen  their  fry. 

The  fame  day,  having  changed  horfes,  we  proceed- 
ed on  our  journey  to  Gorodna,  a  large  village,  on  the 
weft  bank  of  the  Volga.  From  this  place  is  feen  a 
charmmg  landikip,  containing  a  full  view  of  the  wind<- 
mgs  of  that  river. 

From  hence,  after  paifinp  many  villages,  we  came 
to  Kleen,  a  pretty  large  town,  and  the  laft  ftage  ta 
Mefco.  The  country  between  Kleen  and  Mofco  isi 
pleafant,  having  many  tufts  of  wood,  of  unequal  big*-' 
nefs,  fcattered  among  the  corn-fields,  that  contribute 
to  beautify  the  country,  which  had  no  great  appear** 
ance  of  fertility. 

About  fisven  verft  from  Mofco,  we  pafled  through  ft 
large  village^  called  Ffefwatzky,  inhabited  by  Chri£- 
tians  of  the  Eaftem  church,  named  Georginiana ;  their 
iftdent  country  was  Gurgiftan,  now  one  of  the  3a6rtb^ 

eirly 
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erly  provinces  of  Pcrfia ;  they  were  driven  from  their 
native  country  by  the  perfecution  of  the  Perlians ;  and^ 
flying  intQiRuffia,  they  there  found  an  hofpitable  re« 
ception,  many  of  them  being  employed  in  the  fervice 
of  the  Emperor. 

From  this  place,  there  is  a  view  of  the  dty  of  Mof- 
CO9  and,  at  this  diftance,  few  cities  in  the  virorld  make 
a  finer  appearance ;  for  it  flands '  on  a  rifing  groimd, 
and  contains  many  ftately  churches  and  monafteries, 
^^hofe  fteeples  and  cupolas  are  generally  covered  either 
with  copper  gih,  or  tin  plates,  which  ihine  like  gold 
and  filver  in  the  fun. 

Auguft  ad,  we  arrived  at  the  dty  of  Mofco.  I  have 
omitted  the  names  and  diftances  of  many  inconfider- 
able  placed  through  which  we  pafled ;  let  it  fuffice,  that 
the  diftance  between  St  Peterfburgh  and  Mofco  is 
about  feven  hundred  and  thirty  verft ;  and,  although 
th]e  hot  weather  detained  us  long  on  the  road,  in  win- 
ter the  journey  is  eafily  performed  with  fledges  m  three 
days. 

On  the  I  oth  of  Auguft,  my  friends,  Meflieurs  Lange 
and  Girvan,  arrived  here  in  their  way  to  China,  on  a 
mellage  from  the  Czar  to  the  Emperor  of  China :  The 
firft  was  a  Swede,  and  the  other  a  phylician,  from  the 
county  of  Air  in  Scotland. 

We  fbiyed  in  Mofco  about  three  weeks,  having 
many  things  to  prepare  for  fo  long  a  journey.  This 
dty,  (landing  on  an  eminence,  as  was  already  obferv« 
fcd,  commands  an  exteniive  prblped  of  a  fine  plaia 
country,  adorned  with  woods  and  climips  of  trees^ 
ironaflries,  and  gentlemen's  feats :  The  river  Mgfco 
tvM  almoft  through  it^  whi$b  emptyings  itfelf  into  the 

Volga. 
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Volga^  preferves  a  coinmunication  with  all  the  fouSir- 
«ra  parts  of  Ruffia^  and  even  with  Perfia,  From  thefe 
advantages  in  fituation,  this .  place  is  very  convenient 
for  trade,  which  flourifhes  here  to  a  conQderable  de- 


The  city  is  iprtified  with  a  ftrong.  brick-wall,  called 
Beligorod,  having  embrafures  and  a  ditch.  Withia 
this  is  another  wall,,  called  Kitaygorod .:  This  lail  in« 
dofes  what  is  called  the  Crimlin,  in  which  is  the  old 
iBiperiai  palace,  compounded  of  a  number  of  build? 
yigs,  added  to  <xie  another  at  different  times.  Some 
of  the  apartments  are  very  fpacious,-  ^particularly  that 
called  Granavitiipallata,  where  audience  was  given  t<» 
foreign  ambafladorsi :  Adjoining  to  the  palace  arq 
many  edifices,  where  were  held  the  courts  of  juflice  ; 
Here  alfo  ftands  a  lofty  tower,  wherein  is  hung  the 
largeft  bell  in  the  world,  called^  Ivan  Veld&e,  weighs 
ing  about  ten  thou&nd  poods ;  which,  reckoning  eack 
pood  at  near  thirty-fix  pounds  Englifh,  will  amount 
to  about  an  hundred  and  fixty  ton  weight.  Befides 
thefe,  there  is  a  cathedral  church,  and  an  arfenal,  well 
fumifhed  with  brafs  cannon,  mortars,  and  other  war- 
like  flores.  Beyond  the  brick-walls,  already  mention* 
«d,  there  is  an  earthen  cme,  of  great  circumference, 
round  the  whole ;  smd,  without  this,  the  (uburbs  alfo 
Mre  veiy  extenfive. 

The  great  plenty  of  provifions  in  this  pface  furprif- 
«d  nie  not  a  little ;  i  found  here  fruits  of  different 
kinds,  which  I  did  not  exped,  particularly  excellent 
melons,  and  arboo^es,  or  water-melons. 
^  Auguil  the  2 1  ft,  we  (hipped  our  baggage  on  board 
fix  izoaU  barks^  adapted  by  their  conftruCtion^  either 
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Tor  fails  or  oars,  as  fliould  be  mod  convenient,  and  fell 
down'^the  riven  The  aoibaiTador  only  remained  at 
Mofco,  waiting  for  fome  difpatches  from  court.  In 
Jthe  evening  ^e  pafled  Koluminika,  a  village  pleafant- 
ly  fituated  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Mofco  river,  near 
ip^hich  is  a  large  country-houfe,  vdth  gardens  and  or- 
chards, belonging  to  the  court. 

Oftober  3d,  we  came  to  Kolumna,  a  fortified  town, 
^ext  day,  the  wind  being  favourable,  we  hoifted 
fail }  and,  after  going  about  three  verfl,  entered  the 
river  Oka,  into  wtiich  the  Mofco  falls  and  loles  its 
name.  The  Oka  rifes  in  the  Ukrain,  and  runs  to  the 
ibuth-eaft ;  it  contains  a  great  quantity  of  water,  and 
is  navigable  very  far  up  the  country. 

The  9th,  we  arrived  at  Pereflave-refanfky,  a  large 
^own  to  the  left,  fituated  about  a  verft  from  the  river 
Oka.  It  is  the  feat  of  an  archbifhop,  and  the  country 
around  is  very  fruitful  in  conu 

The  16th,  we  came  to  KafHmova,  formerly  the  re- 
iidence  pf  a  Tartar  Prince ;  but  the  family  is  now 
4:onverted  to  Chriftianity,  and  retains  only  the  old 
name  of^KafTimoflky  Czarevitz.  The  place  is  at  pre- 
fent  inconfiderable.  There  are  flill  here  a  few  Maho- 
metan Tartars,  who  are  allowed  the  free  exercife  of 
tfaeir  religion,  and  have  a  fmall  oratory.  I  accom- 
panied our  inteipreter  to  vifit  one  of  them,  an  old  ac- 
quaintance of  his .:  He  was  a  very  decent  man.  We 
law  a  horfe  newly  killed,  which  they  intended  to  eat. 
They  prefer  this  kind  of  food  to  beef  j  and  invited  us  to 
ihare  their  rcpaft,  which  we  declined,  pretending  we 
Jbad  not  dme. 

B  The 
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The  17th  we  left  Kaflimova  ;  and  the  21  ft  arrived 
at  Murum,  a  pretty  large  town,  and  a  bifhop-s  fee. 
The  country  produces  plenty  of  com.  About  this 
place,  there  are  a  few  idolatrous  Tartars,  who  live  ia 
little  dirty  cottages,  thinly  fcattered  ;  they  are  a  very 
iimple  and  harmlefs  people  j  how  or  when  they  fet- 
tled here  is  not  known. 

The  2  2d,  we  paffed  a  large  village,  called  Paulovo- 
perevoz,  the  property  of  Prince  Tzerhalkoy.  Its 
fituatiori  is  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river :  Here  the 
banks  are  much  higher  than  above  this  place* 

We  came  the  23d  to  Niflma-novogorod,  a  great 
town,  defended  by  a  cafUe,  {landing  on  the  high  banka 
of  the  Oka,  oppolite  to  where  it  lofes  itfelf  in  the  YoU 
ga,  which  now  forms  a  mighty  ftream. 

The  following  day,  we  dined  at  the  govemor'Sji 
where  I  faw  General  Creutz,  and  feveral  other 
Swedifh  officers,  who  had  been  taken  prifoners  at  Pol- 
tava, and  lived  here  at  large. 

The  25th,  we  failed  from  Niihna,  and  foon  entered 
the  Volga.  The  wind  being  northerly,  we  run  along 
at  a  great  rate  ;  but,  in  the  night,  the  river  was.fud- 
denly  filled  with  floating  ice,  which  drove  us  on  a 
fand  bank,  where  we  lay  a-ground  that  night  and  all 
the  next  day ;  however,  after  much  labour  and  fatigue^ 
we  got  cldar,  although  the  floating  ice  ftill  continued. 
At  lail  the  wind  changed  to  the  fouth,  and  the 
wej^ther  turned  milder,  which  enabled  us  to  purfue 
our  voyage. 

We  next  pafled  Vafily-gorod,  and  then  Kofmo-* 
deminhfko,  fmall  towns,  both  on  the  right. 

November  3d,  we  came  to  Zaback-zar,  a  pretty 
large  town,  on  the  fame  hand* 
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!a  this  country  are  caught  the  beft  and  largeft  fiiuU 
Cons  in  the  world,  much  efteemed  for  their  ftrength 
ftuid  beauty,  particularly  by  the  Turks  and  Perfians, 
•who  purchafe  them  very  deaf*  The  Ruflians  take 
few  young  hawks  ffom  the  neft,  preferring  the  old 
oneS)  which  they  man  very  dextroufly  to  fly  at  fwan^ 
goofe,  cran,  or  heron.  The  Tartars  fly  them  at  ante* 
lopes  and  hares.  I  have  feen  them  take  a  wild  duck 
out  of  the  water,  when  nothing  of  her  could  be  per- 
ceive but  the  bill,  which  fhe  was  obliged  to  |)ut  up 
for  air.  Some  of  then!  are  as  white  as  a  dove.  The 
manner  of  catching  them  is  very  fimple  :  They  ered  a 
tall  pole  Upoii  a  hill,  free  from  wood^  on  a  bank  of  the 
river,  near  which  is  placed  a  day-net ;  under  the  net 
feme  imall  birds  are  faflened  by  a  cord^  which  the 
hawk-catcher  pulls  to  make  them  flutter^  on  the  ap^^ 
pearance  of  the  hawk^  who  obferving  his  prey,  firib 
(perches  on  the  pole ;  and,  when  he  ftoops  to  feize  the 
birds^  the  perfon^  who  is  concealed  by  the  bufhes^ 
draws  the  net  and  covers  hin:. 

The  4th J  we  pafled  Kay-gorod,  and  the  jth^  Swiiaf-* 
ky }  the  firft  on  the  left,  and  the  other  on  the  right 
hand^  This  evening  we  arrived  before  the  town  of 
Cazan ;  and  hauled  oiir  boats  into  the  mouth  of  a 
fmall  river,  from  which  the  town  has  its  name,  called 
Cazanka«  We  intended  to  continue  our  voyage  di« 
lre£Uy  to  Aftrachan ;  but^  before  \(re  had  itiade  the 
necei&ry  preparations  at  Ca2an,  the  winter  fet  in$  and^ 
on  the  6th  of  September^  the  Volga  was  filled  with 
floating  ice  j  this  determined  us  to  wintdi'  at  that  place  ; 
we  therefore  unloaded  the  boats,  and  came  to  the  city^ 
irhiere  we  were  hofpitably  received  by  the  governour. 

CHAP, 
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OCCURRENCES  DURING  OUR  STAY  AT  CAZAN ;    OUR 
JOURNEY  THENCE  TO  AfiTRACHAN. 

V^AZAN  is  about  feven  hundred  and  thirty-five 
v^rft  from  Mofco  by  land,  but  much  more  by  water  :- 
It  is  fituated  about  five  verft  to  the  north  of  the  Vol- 
g^)  on.  a  high  bank  of  the  rivulet  Cazanka,  which  is 
navigable  from  this  place  to  the  river.  The  town  is 
llrong  by  fituation,  and  defended  by  a  caftle,  fortified 
\dth  walls  of  brick :  Within  the  citadel  are  the  ca- 
thedral  church,  the  palaces  of  the  archbifhop  and 
governor,  and  the  apartments  for  the  courts  of  juilice : 
The  town  is  fenced  with  a  ditqh  and  palifades*.  The 
fubiirbs  are  inhabited  chiefly  by  mechanics,  except  a- 
fireet  or  two  ppiTefred  by  Mahometan  Tartars,  the  pof- 
terity.of  the  ancient  natives ;  they  live  very  decently, 
have  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  and  many  other  ' 
privileges  j.  fome  of  them  are  very  rich  by  the  trade 
they  carry  on  to  Turkey,  Perfia,  and  other  places. 

Cazan  was  anciently  the  capital  of  a  part  of  Tar- 
tary,  and  the  feat  of  government,  where  the  royar 
family  rcfided.    It  was  taken  from  the  Tartars  bjT* 
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Czst  Ivan  Vafiloviz,  in  the  ye^r  fifteen  hundred  ancS 
fifty. two,  in  confequence  whereof,  an  extenfive  coun-r 
try  to  the  fouthward  eafily  fell  into  his  hands*  The 
conqjaered  Princes  were  converted  to  ChrifUanity,  and 
had  lands  aifigned  them  in  thdr  own  country,  where 
tbe  family  ftiU  fubfiil^. 

The  country  adjacent  is  very  pleaiant  and  fertile^^ 
producing  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats,  and  feveral  kindg> 
of  pulfe*  The  woods  to  the  fouth  and  wed  confift  of 
ftately  oafcs,  fufficient  to  fupply  all  the  navies  in  the' 
worlds;  and  from  hence  St  Peterfburgh  is-  abundantly 
fumiihed  with  timber  for  all  the  purpofes  of  fhip* 
building,  by  an  eafy  conveyance  all  the  way  by  waters- 
The  woods  to  the  north  and  eaft,  which  are  of  pro** 
digious  extent,. confift  of  trees  of  all  forts. 

In  the  fpring,  when  the  fnow  melts,  the  Volga,  ov^-* 
flows  all  the  low  grounds,  fometimes  to  a  great  dif- 
tance }  the  confequence  i&  the  lame  with  that  produced- 
m  Egypt,  by  the  inundations  of  the  Nile  \  for  the  mud^ 
carried  down,  by  the  ftream.  fertilizes  the  country  to^ 
a  great  degree  ;  fo  that  on  the  iflahds  in  the  VoIga,.> 
ibme  whereof  are  very  large,  and  overgrown  with  tall' 
tarees,  I  have  found  plenty  of  excellent  afparagus^ 

Befides  the  fteriett,  there  are  plenty  of  fhirgeon^  and^ 
a  fifli  about*  the  fize  and  near  the  fhape  of  the  largeft 
&Imon,  which  is  very  delicious,  and,  for  the  whitenefSf 
of  its  flefh,  is  called  the  white  fiih* 

The  woods  afford  abundance  of  game ;  and,  in  ther 
Ipring,  great  numbers  of  waterfowl  come  hither  to^ 
hatch  from  the  Cafpian  Sea.  At  Gazan,  we  found 
good  beef,  mutton,  and  tame  poultry,  and  pro.vilions 
oi  all  kinds  very  reafonable* 

There 
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There  is  here  a  confiderable  manu&dory  of  Rui&l 
leather^  the  hides  here  being  reckoned  the  beft  in  the 
empire :  Great  quantities  of  this  leather  are  exported 
to  Leghorn,  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  and  may  be 
confidered  among  the  ftaple  commodities  of  this  coun-* 
trj :  The  ftrong  fmell  of  this  leather  is  acquired  in  the 
drelling,  for  inftead  of  oil,  common  in  other  places, 
they  ufe  a  kind  of  tar,  extraded  by  fire  from  the  bark 
of  the  birch-tree ;  which  ingredient  the  Rufies  call 
deuggit,  and  which  tree  is  here  in  greater  abundance 
than  in  other  parts  of  the  world  ;  and  then  they  dye 
them  with  logwood. 

Befides  the  idolatrous  Tartars,  formerly  mentioned, 
there  are  two  pretty  numerous  tribes  called  the  Tzerf- 
miih  and  Tzoowafh ;  they  fpeak  a  language  quite  dif« 
ferent  from  the  Mahometan  Tartars  in  thefe  parts,  who 
ufe  a  corrupted  dialefi  of  the  Arabic.  The  Mahome- 
tans likewilk  have  fome  learning  ;  but  the  Tzeriitiifii 
and  Tzoowafh  have  none.  They  have  a  traditiorf 
among  them,  that,  Li  former  times,  they  had  a  book  on 
religion ;  but  as  no  body  could  read  it,  a  cow  came 
and  fwallowed  it.  They  pay  great  veneration  to  a  bull* 
From  whence  they  c^me  is  unknown ;  but,  from  their 
complexion,  it  is  probable  they  are  from  Aiia.  They 
live  by  agriculture ;  and  feem  to  be  an  inoffenfive  kind 
of  people*  Their  huntfman  offer  m  facrifice,  to  fome 
deity,  the  firfl  creatufie  they  catch.  H&iCe  fome  cu-> 
rious  men  have  imagined  thefe  people  part  of  the  ten 
tribes  of  the  Jews,  expelled  by  Shalntanezer.  I  ad- 
vance this  only  as  a  conjedure,  which  every  reader  may 
follow,  or  not,  as  he  pleafes* 

By 
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By  accident,  I  m^  with  an  Englifhman  at  this  place» 
He  was  by  trade  a  carpenter ;  and  had  been  in  the 
Ruffian  fervice ;  but,  bdng  fufpe&ed  of  deferting,  he . 
was  condemned  to  banifhmcnt,  to  this  country,  for  a 
certain  time ;  and,  notwithflanding  that  was  elapfed, 
^e  poor  man,  deprived  of  ail  means  of  aflerting  his  li- 
berty, remained  iliil  in  the  fame  (ituation.  He  bought 
a  Tzerimifli  wife  from  her  fether,  for  fix  rubles,  about 
thirty  (hillings  Sterling.  He  brought  her  to  vifit  me. 
She  was  a  woman  of  a  cheerful  and  open  countenance, 
and  dreffed  in  the  manner  of  her  country ;  of  which, 
for  its  (ingularity,  I  ihall  give  a  fhort  defcripdon. 

Her  hair  was  plaited  round  her  head,  in  many  locks, 
but  that  on  the  back  part  longer  than  the  reft,  at  the 
end  of  which  was  tied  a  taffel  of  red  filk,  and  in  the 
middle  a  fmall  round  brafs  belL  About  her  head  was 
a  fillet  fet  with  fmall  fhells,  inftead  of  jewels,  and  hung  • 
;ill  roimd  with  iilver  pence.  Above  this  was  a  pi^ce 
of  linen  fo  artfully  plaited  and  done  up,  that  it.  looked 
like  a  grenadier^s  cap ;  at  the  top  was  a  filk  taflel, 
with  another  brafs  bell,  which  gingled  as  fhe  turned 
her  head.  The  reft  of  her  drefs  was  clean,  though 
homely ;  and  the  whole  feemed  becoming  enough, 

I  think  the  cold  is  here  more  intenfe  than  at  St 
Feterft)urgh,  though  it  is  five  or  fix  degrees  farther 
fouth.  in  going  about  three  miles  firom  town,  in  a 
clear  day,  I  had  my  face,  fingers,  and  toes  firozen,  not* 
withftanding  I  was  not  half  an  hour  on  the  road«  I 
applied  the  common  cure,  that  is,  rubbing  the  numb* 
^d  parts  with  fnow,  which  1  found  perfedly  effeduaL 

December  24th,  our  ambafiador  arrived  from  MoCi 
COf    At  the  fau^Q  time  came  an  exprds  from  courts 

witll 


^th  the  important  news  of  the  crown  IVincefi  (as  Sxe 
ixras  commonly  called)  being  £sieiy  delivered  of  a  fen, 
chfiftened  by  the  name  of  Peter.  She  died  foon  after 
faer  delivery,  miiverfally  lamented  for  her  many  rare 
and  excellent  virtues.  She  was  of  the  Wolffenbuttle 
iamily,  and  wife  to  Alexy  Petrovitz,  the  Czararitz* 
Befides  this  yomig  Prince,  fhe  left  a  Princefs  called 
Natalia. 

At  Cazan  we  found  two  Swedilh  generals,  Hamilton 
and  Rofen,  and  many  odier  officers  of  difUndion, 
tt^en  prifoners  at  Poltava,  who  were  no  fairther  con- 
lined  than  by  having  a  foldier  of  the  garrifon  to  attend 
them  at  their  lodgings ;  and,  by  the  generofity  of  the 
govemour,  lived  as  eafily  as  drcumftances  would  allow* 
Thele  gentlemen  were  invited  to  all  the  public  diver- 
ifions ;  and,  by  their  petite  and  agreeable  behaviour, 
contributed  not  a  little  to  our  paifing  the  winter  with 
B  good  deal  of  pleafuure,  in  fuch  a  remote  part  of  die 
vorld. 

Upon  the  banks  of  the  Cazanka  Hands  a  monafterf, 
very  pleafantly  fituat^.  I  accompanied  our  interpreter 
to  vifit  the  abbot,  who  received  us  in  a  very  friendly 
manner.  He  would  not,  however,  give  the  inter- 
preter his  bleffing,  nor  admit  him  into  the  church,  dur- 
ing divine  fervice,  unlefs  he  pulled  off  his  wig.  He, 
profefling  the  communion  of  the  Greek  church,  ex- 
poftulated  a  little  with  the  prieft,  telling  him  that  their 
learned  bifhops  at  Mofco  made  no  fuch  fcruples.  The 
abbot  replied,  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  rules  of  dif- 
cipline  to  allow  any  manr  to  enter  the  church  with  his 
liead  covered. 

The 


'The  time  was  now  come  when  we  expe£led  to  leave 
<Zazan.  Our  boats  were  ready  in  the  beginning  of 
May,  but  the  Volga  was  ftill  fo  high  and  rapid,  that 
it  was  reckoned  dangerous  to  proceed  till  the  flood 
iiibfided ;  for  the  force  of  the  ftream  frequently  carries 
Te&ls  from  their  courfe  into  the  woods,  where,  the 
ID^ter  returing,  kares  them  on  dry  land* 

At  laft,  on  die  4th  of  June  1716,  we  left  Cazan  in 
-eight  barks,  and  rowed  down  the  river  with  great  velo- 
pty.  In  the  night,  one  of  our  boats  was  driven,  by 
^e  rapidity  of  the  cxirrent,  among  the  woods,  and 
iluck  ia&  between  two  trees,  upon  which  the  people 
climbed,  being  ^prehenfive  of  danger.  The  confe- 
quence,  however,  was  not  fo  fatal  as  the  circmnflances 
were  alarmmg  i  for  the  veflel  was  got  off  next  day 
vith  inconfiderable  damage. 

The  7th,  we  paffed  a  fmall  towQ  called  Tetooik, 
and  the  9th  Sinbirlky,  pretty  large,  and  the  capital  of 
a  province  of  that  name,  both  to  the  right.  Sinbirfky 
is  defended  by  a  ca(Ue.  Near  this  place  are  evident 
marks  of  camps  and  entrenchments,  which  I  was  told 
.were  the  works  of  the  great  Tartar  general  called  Tim- 
yrak-lack*  or  Lame  Timyr,  or  Tamerlane,  who  came 
to  this  place  with  a  great  army ;  but,  being  informed 
■of  an  infurre&ion  in  his  own  country,  Samarkant, 
^ow  Bucharia,  returned  home. 

The  loth,  we  put  off  from  Sinbirfky  with  the  wind 
contrary,  which  greatly  retarded  our  progrefs.  We 
paffed  two  hills,  one  of  them  exhibiting  a  very  beauti- 
ful profped,  the  other  containing  mines  of  fulphur, 
as  clear  as  amber.  We  paffed  alfo  a  mound  of  land, 
4of  coniiderable  bignefs,  in  the  middle  of  a  plain,  where 

C  they 
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th«y  fay  was  buried  a  famous  Tartar  Prince  called 
Mamay. 

TTie  20th,  we  arrived  at  the  town  of  Samara^  fituated 
to  the  lefty  in  a  fine  plain.  The  place  is  but  fmall,  and 
fortified  only  with  a  ditch  and  palifades,  with  wooden 
towers  at  proper  diftances,  mounted  with  cannon  fuffi- 
cient  to  defend  it  againft  the  incurfions  of  the  Tartars, 
called  Kara  Kalpacks,  or  Black  Caps,  who  inhabit  the 

IT 

defert  to  the  eailward  of  this  place. 

This  tribe  of  Tartars  is  not  very  confiderable ;  and, 
when  their  chiefs  are  united,  which  feldom  happens, 
can  fcarce  raife  above  ten  or  twelve  thoufand  men,  who 
are  all  mounted  on  horfeback ;  becaufe,  in  their  long 
inarches,  to  rob  and  plunder  their  neighbours,  nothing 
but  horife  could  be  of  any  ufe.  They  live  always  in 
tents,  with  their  flocks,  removing  from  place  to  place, 
as  led  by  inclination  or  neceffity.  Their  weapons  are 
bows  and  arrows,  and  fabres ;  fome  of  them  ufe  fire* 
arms.  While  we  were  at  Samara,  the  inhabitants 
were  alarmed  with  the  approach  of  two  6r  three  thou* 
fand  of  thefe  people,  who  encamped  about  three  miles 
diftant.  From  one  of  the  towers,  I  could  plainly  fee 
their  camp,  and  them  riding  about  it.  As  they  had 
not  artillery,  the  garrifon  was  in  no  danger,  tho*  fo 
weak  however,  that  it  durfl  not  at  this  time  attack  them. 
The  people  were  obliged  to  keep  a  conftant  watch  to 
defend  their  cattle.  This  place  is  reckoned  about 
three  himdred  and  fifty  verfl  diftant  from  Cazan. 

The  2 1  ft,  having  provided  frefti  hands  for  the  navi* 
gation  of  our  barks,  we  departed  from  Samara ;  and, 
\he  weather  being  calm,  rowed  down  the  river j  whicR 
\%  here  very  broad.    The  wcft^m  bank  is  very  high^ 
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Init  the  eaftem  quite  flat.  The  fields  on  both  fides  are 
Very  fruitful^  but  efpocially  to  the  weft,  where  the 
gn&  grows  very  high,  intermixed  with  fage,  thymej 
and  other  heibs ;  there  aro  alfo  fome  woods  of  oaks« 
A  few  hundred  acres  of  fuch  land  would  be  of  great 
value  in  England,  though  it  is  here  wade  and  uncul« 
tivated. 

We  came  the  25th  to  the  Iffueyovi-gory^  or  Ser« 
pent-hillS)  fo  called  from  the  windings  of  the  river  at 
this  place ;  and,  after  paffing  ieveral  towns^  and  many 
villages,  all  on  the  rights  we  landed  at  Saratof,  a  larg^ 
town  on  the  fame  fide,  about  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
verity  from  Cazan.  It  is  but  ilightly  fortified  with  a 
ditch,  wooden  walls,  and  towers  mounted  with  can« 
non,  and  defended  by  a  garrifon  of  regular  troops  and 
Coflacks« 

We  dined  next  day  with  the  GoVemour^  who  en« 
tertained  us  with  great  variety  of  provifions,  particu- 
larly fi&«  and  very  fine  mutton. 

After  dinner,  a  party  of  us  croifed  the  river^  to  vifit 
a  great  horfe«*market,>  held  by  the  Kalmuck  Tartars^ 
We  faw  about  five  or  fix  hundred  of  thefe  people 
aflenibled  in  a  field,  with  a  number  of  horfes  all  run* 
ning  loofe,  except  thofe  on  which  the  Tartars  were 
mounted.  The  buyers  came  from  different  parts  of 
Ruflia*  The  Tartars  had  their  tents  pitched  along 
the  river  fide«  Thefe  tents  are  of  a  conical  f)gure« 
There  are  feveral  long  poles  ereded,  inclining  to  one 
another5  which  are  fixed  at  the  top  into  iiamediin^ 
like  a  hoop^  tbax  forms  the  circumference  of  an  aper« 
tar^  for  letting  out  the  fmokey  or  admittine  the  %h& 
^oofi  the  polet  9j»  hid  fome  imall  rt4^  £Ma  f <>iir 


to  fix  feet  long)  and  faftened  to  them  with  tfiongs  f 
This  frame  is  covered  with  pieces  (^  felt,  tnade  of 
coarfe  wool  and  hair.  Thefe  tents  afford  better  fhtU 
tier  than  any  other  kind ;  and  are  fo  contrived,  as  to 
be  fet  up,  taken  down,  folded,  and  packed  up,  with 
great  eafe  and  quicknefs,  and  fo  light,  that  a  camet- 
ma'y  cany  five  or  fix  of  them.  Where  the  Chan,  or 
any  perfon  of  eharader,  refides,  they  are  placed  in 
ftraight  lines*  Thefe  Tartars  are  ftrong  made  flout 
men,  their  faces  broad,  nofes  flattilh,  and  eyes  finall 
and  black,  but  very  quick.  Their  drefs  is  very  fim- 
]^le,  confifting  of  a  loofe  coat  of  fheep  fiuns  tied  with: 
H  girdle,  a  finall  round  cap,  turned  up  with  fur,  hav- 
ing a  taflel  of  red  filk  at  the  top,  leather  or  linen 
drawers,  and  boots.  Their  heads  zte  all  fhaved,  ex* 
cept  a  lock  behind,  which  is  plaited,  and  hangs  down 
their  backs.. 

Hiey  are  armed  with  bows  and  arrows,  adbre  ahd^ 
lance,  which  they  manage  with  great  dexterity,  ac- 
quired by  conftant  pra&ice  from  thdr  infency.  They 
are  men  of  courage  and  refolution ;  but  much  afraid 
of  cannon,  which  puts  their  horfes  in  difonder.  As 
they  are  almoft  always  on  horfe-back,  they  are  excel* 
knt  riders. 

I'he  drefs  of  the  women  differs  little  from  that  of 
dkt  men ;  only  their  gowns  are'fomewhat  longer  than 
ikt  coats  of  the  men,  a  little  ornamented,  and  bor- 
dered with  party-coloured  cloth.  They  wear  ear-rii^», 
^d  their  hair  all  plaited  in  locks.     The  better  'fort 

■ 

4Tefff  in  lilks  in  fummer.     It  muft  be  obierved, 'fbf 

the  honour  6f  their  women,  that  they^  are  very  hdttdt 

aiidfiiteere,-tad  ftwof  them  lewd.-    AduUerytsii 

*  crime 


T4X  MTABAH;  M 


c&tie  fcaroe  ever  h^ard  of.  The  Tartan  make  verf 
good  and  faithful  fervants ;  and  the  more  mildly  thef 
are  ufed  the  better  diey  perform  their  duty ;  for  their 
"wandering  unconiined  manner  of  life  naturally  inlpir^ 
them  with  fendments  of  13>erty,  and  averfion  and 
hatred  to  tyranny  and  oppreffion. 

AU  thdr  wealth  is  their  floclcs.  Like  thofe  who 
£ved  ia  the  early  ages  of  die  world,  Aey  have  camefe^ 
borfeSy  cemSy  and  Iheep-  The  hoifes  are  of  a  good 
iize  for  the  &ddle,  and  very  hardy  j  as  they  run  wild 
dll  they  arefometimes  fix  years  old,  they  are  genefali^ 
]y  headftrong^  Tliey  are  fold  at  diis  fair  at  five  tO' 
fifteen  or  fixteen  crowns,  and  the  fbong  wdl  fliaped 
natural  pacers  much  higher.  They  have  few  camels^, 
but  many  dromedaries,  who  have  two  protid>erancea 
on  their  backs.  Their  cows  are  of  a  middle  ^M  ; 
the  fheep  large,  having  broad  tails  like  thofe  in  Tur^^ 
key ;  the  wool  is  coarfe,  but  the  mutton  very  fine. 

In  the  preceding  century,  a  Kalmuck  prince,  named 
Torgott-Chorluke,  came  from  Alack^UlIa,  (whidr 
fignifies  the  fpotted- mountains),  a^country  fituated  lie^ 
tween  Siberia  on  the  north,  and  India  on  the  foudi^ 
to  the  borders  of  Ruffia  i  and  brought  atbiig  with 
him  about  fifty  thoufand  families  or  tents,  as  thejr 
fometimes  reckon.  In  his  march  weftward  to  tfafe 
Vd^,  he  defeated  Eybali-utzick  a  Tartar  prince,  whor 
lived  in  tents  beyond  thie  river  Enbo.  Advancxan^ 
forward,  he  met  three  other  Tartar  chiefs,  named 
Kitta4iaptzay,  Malebaih,  and  Etaan,  whom  he  alfa 
defeated ;  and  at  laft  fettled  to  the  eaft  of  the  Vol^ 
tuuler  Ae  protedicm  o£  the  Roflians.    Cfaoduke  had 
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fix  fons*    Dangtzini}  the  eldefl;,  fucceeded  him  ia 
the  government  or  chanihip« 
.   The  prefent  Chan^  named  Aijuka^  is  the  fourth 
fiom  Chorluke»  and  is  much  eileemed  in  the  eaft  for 
his  fagacity  and  juftice*    I  am  informed  that  the  rea- 
fon  why  Chorluke  left  his  own  country,  was  a  difpute 
about  the  fucceflion  to  the  chanfhip.     He  being  en^ 
gaged  on  the  weakeft  fide,  and  having  unfuccefsfully 
tried  his  fortune  in  the  field,  at  lafl:  took  the  refoIu« 
don  of  abandoning  his  own  country  altogether.  Thefe 
people  are  generally  called  the   Black  Kalmucks^ 
though  they  are  not  black,  but  oidy  fwarthy. 

They  have  no  money,  except  what  they  get  frotn 
the  Ruffians,  and  their  other  neighbours,  in  exchange 
for  cattle.  With  this  they  bu][  meal  fometimes,  but 
moftly  cloth,  iilk  fluffs,  and  other  apparel,  for  theii: 
women.  They  have  no  mechanics,  except  thofe  who 
make  arms*  They  avoid  all  labour,  as  the  greateft 
flavery ;  their  only  employment  is  tending  their  Hocks^ 
managing  their  horfes,  and  hunting.  If  they  ar^  angry 
with  a  perfon,  they  wifh  he  may  live  in  cme  places 
and  work  like  a  Ruffian.  Their  language  contains 
none  of  thofe  horrid  oaths  common  enough  in  tongues 
of  more  enlightened  nations*  They  believe  virtue 
leads  to  happinefs,  and  vice  to  mifery ;  for,  when  de« 
fired  to  do  what  fhey  think  wrong,  they  reply,  in  a 
proverb,  ^  Though  a  knife  be  fharp,  it  cannot  cut  iti 
^  own  handle/ 

On  long  marches,  all  their  prdvifions  confift  dT 
cheefe,  or  rather  dried  curd,  made  up  into  little  balk, 
which  they  drink  when  pounded  and  mixed  trith  w»- 
tcn     If  this  kind  of  food  £uls,  they  have  always 

many 


XDany  fpare  horfes,  which  they  kill  and  eat.  They 
broil  or  roaft  the  flelh  before  the  fire,  on  pieces  of 
broken  arrows,  and  never  eat  it  raw,  as  is  commonly 
believed,  uhlefs  compelled  by  neceflity.  They  have, 
"ideed,  large  thick  pieces  of  horfe  flefli,  Imoked  or 
cJried  in  the  fun,  which  they  eat ;  but  this  cannot  pro- 
perly be  called  raw.  I  have  tafted  fome  of  it,  and 
thought  it  not  amifs. 

As  to  their  religion,  I  can  fay  little :  They  are 
downright  heathens ;  and  have  many  lamas  or  priefts^ 
who  can  read  and  write,  and  are  diitinguiflied  by  their 
yellow  habits.  Their  high  prieft  is  called  Delay  La- 
ma, and  lives  far  to  the  eailward. 

July  ift,  we  put  oflF  from  Saratof ;  and  the  ad,  7th, 
and  9th,  paifed  the  towns  of  Kamoihinka,  Czaritea, 
and  Tzomo-yarr,  all  fituated  on  the  weft  bank,  and 
fortified  in  the  fame  manner  as  Saratof.  At  the  firft  of 
thefe  places,  Captain  Perry,  an  Engli&man,  with 
many  workmen,  was  employed  in  cutting  a  canal  be« 
tween  the  Volga  and  the  Don,  which  would  have 
opened  a  paflage  to  the  Euxine  Sea ;  but  the  ground 
being  very  hard,  and  rifing  in  fome  places  confider^ 
ably  above  the  level,  the  enterprife  was  laid  afide^ 
though  the  diftance  was  not  above  fifty  verft. 

From  Tzomo-yarr  to  Aftrachan,  it  is  not  fafe  for 
Ruffians  to  travel  on  the  weftem  banks  of  jthe  Volga^ 
en  account  of  the  Cuban  Tartars,  who  are  tiieir  ene* 
fmes.  To  the  eaft,  however,  there  is  no  danger,  aa 
the  Kalmucks  are  friends.  On  the  iilands  in  the  VoI« 
^,  I  obliged  ipreat  quantities  of  liqupriih  growing  f 
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The  i3tfa,  vrc  arrived  Me  at  Aftrachan,  and  vert 
lodged  ia  the  citadel*  This  place  uras  taken  from 
4he  Tartars  in  the  year  1554,  by  the  ixwlike  Czar 
Ivan  Vafiliovitz ;  whereby  aH  his  conquefts  on  the 
Volga  were  fecured,  and  the  way  prepared  for  farther 
extending  the  Ruffian  dominion  to  the  fouth  and  eaft^ 
vhich  hath  been  fuccefs&Uy  attempted  fince  his  tinie# 
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CHAP.    III. 


OCCUR&EHCBS  BX2RIKG  OUK  STAT  AT  ASTRACHAN  $ 
OUR  JOURNEY  THENCS  TO  SHAMACHY. 

jAlSTRACHAN  is  fituated  about  fixty  verft  from 
^e  Cafpian  Sea^  on  an  iflaad  in  the  Volga,  having 
the  main  branch  of  dxat  river  to  the  weft  ward.  It  is 
fortified  by  a  ilro^ig  brick-wall,  with  embrafiu'es,  and 
^uare  towers  at  propar  diftances.  in  the  citadel  are 
4he  cadiedral  church,  govemour's  palace,  and  the 
imblic  offices,  lliere  js  a  creek  or  haven  for  £h^)s 
4bat  navigate  the  river  and  the  Cafpian  Sea.  The 
|ioufes  are  generally  buflt  with  wood,  conveyed  in 
rafts  along  the  river ;  for  the  neighbouring  co\axtrf 

ifiroduces  nothing,  being  all  a  barren  defext*    To  the 

weftward 


^peftward  tbcieiaiio  water  to  be  found  for  many  miks. 
The  iilaads,  however,  adjacent  to  the  town,  are  very^ 
fruitful,  and  produce  excellait  grapeg,  tranfplanted 
hither  from  Perfia  and  other  parts ;  alfo  water-melons^ 
cfteemed  the  belt  in  the  world  ;  and  various  kinds  of 
mufk-melonsy  peaches,  cherries^  pears,  apples,  and 
apricots; 

Here  are  feveral  large  vineyards,  belonging  partly 
to  the  courts  and  pardy  to  private  perfons.  There  is 
a  Frenchman  who  fuperintends  them^  The  wines  are 
very  good  when  drunk  on  the  fpot^  but  cannot,  bea^ 
carriage^  &r  the  leafl  motion  renders  them  infipid. 
Were  it  not  for  this  circumilance,  Ruffia  would  be 
able,  not  only  to  fupply  itfelf  abundantly  with  wine, 
but  even  other  parts  of  Europe*  This  pernicious 
quality  is  attributed  to  the  nitrous  particles  of  the  foil 
where  the  vines  grow*  I  have  myfelf  feen,  in  the 
furrows  made  for  watering  them,  a  whitiih  emit  of 
fait :  But  the  gn^s^  notwithftanding,  are  very  fweet, 
without  the  leafl  tin^ure  of  tartnefs. 

About  a  mile  below  the  *  town  are  collected  great 
quantities  of  common  lalt.  The  people  dig  pits,  into 
which  they  introduce  the  water  j  which,  being  e2> 
haled  by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  the  fait  is  left  upon  th^ 
bottom.  After  gathering,  they  tranfport  it  along  the 
river,  in  large  barks  of  about  five  or  fix  hundred  ton. 
The  gun-powder  manufoftory  is  a  little  above  the 
tovm ;  in  which,  and  in  the  mines  of  faltpetre,  near 
this  place,  are  employed  a  great  number  of  workmen 
for  the  fervice  of  the  >govemment« 

The  climate  is  healthy,  though  very  hot     The 
weather  is  generally  cabn,  during  which  great  aum^; 
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bers  of  gnat's  muikitos  infeft  the  inhabitants.  Thefe 
vermine  indeed  are  fometimes  difperfed  by  a  breeze 
from  the  fea,  ivhich  renders  this  place  very  pleafant. 
They  are  hatched  and  fheltered  in  the  marflies  towards 
the  fea,  which  are  fo  overgrown  with  ftrong  tall  reeds 
that  they  are  altogether  impaflable. 

The  Mahometan  Tartars  here  live  without  the  town, 
ahd  have  the  fame  privileges  as  in  other  places.  I  met 
feveral  of  their  women  in  the  ftreet  with  rings  in  their 
noTes,  which  were  of  different  value,  according  to  the 
rank  of  the  perfon  who  v/ore  them  ;  fome  of  gold, 
and  others  fet  with  precious  (tones.  On  inquiring  the 
reafon  of  fuch  a  fmgular  ornament,  I  was  told,  that  it 
was  .the  confequence  of  a  religious  dedication  of  thefe 
perfons  to  the  fervice  of  God  :  It  is  made  by  the  pa* 
rents,  even  while  the  mother  is  pregnant ;  in  token 
whereof,  as  foon  as  the  child  is  bom,  they  put  a  ring 
in  the  right  noftril,  which  continues  there  till  death. 
I  have  feen  fome  with  two  fuch  rings. 

Aflrachan  is  a  place  of  confiderable  trade  to  Perfia, 
Chiva,  Bucharia,  and  India.  The  people  of  thefe  na- 
tions have  a  common  caravanfery,  where  they  live  and 
expofe  their  goods  to  fale. 

The  Armenians  carry  on  the  greateft  part  of  the 
Perlian  trade  ;  for  the  Perfians  themfehres  fqldom  go 
out  of  their  own  country.  There  are  a  few  Indians,  or 
Banians,  at  this  place,  who  have  a  ftreak  of  yellow 
down  their  forehead,  made  with  faffiron  or  fome  other 
vegetable.  They  are  a  good-nat\ired,  innocent  kind 
of  people,  and  live  moftly  on  fruits. 

The  market  is  plentifully  fupplied  with  proviiions 
of  all  kinds  j  but  efpecially  fifb,  of  which  no  plact; 
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that  I  know  abounds  with  fuch  variety.  After  the 
ale  is  over,  which  is  ufually  about  ten  o'clock,  what 
remains  of  the  common  forts  is  thrown  to  the  dung- 
hill, where  the-  hogs  and  poultry  feed  upon  them  ; 
and  hence  it  happens  that  their  very  pork  and  fowls 
tafle  of  fifh.  It  would  be  tedious  to  mention  all  the 
different  kinds  this  place  affords  :  I  cannot  however 
omit  the  carp,  which  for  fize  exceeds  all  of  that  name 
I  ever  h^ard  of.  I  have  feen  fome  of  them  of  more 
than  thirty  pounds  weight,  very  fat  and  lufcious.  Thofe 
caught  in  autumn  are  carried  to  Mofco  frozen,  and 
fold  there  and  in  the  places  adjacent. 

I  obferved  alfo  a  great  variety  of  uncommon  birds, 
whereof  I  fhall  defcribe  a  few  that  feemed  moft  extra^ 
ordinary^ 

The  firft  t  fhall  mention,  called  by  the  Ruffians 
baba,  is  of  a  gray  colour,  and  larger  than  a  fwan ;  he 
has  a  broad  bill,  under  which  hangs  a  bag  that  may 
contain  a  quart  or  more  }  he  wades  near  the  edge  of 
the  river,  and,  on  feeing  a  fhoal  of  fry,  or  fmall  fiihes, 
^reads  his  wings  and  drives  them  to  a  ihallow,  where 
he  gobbles  as  mauy  of  them  as  he  can  into  his  bag, 
and  then  going  afhore,  eats  them,  or  carries  them  to 
his  young.     This  bird  I  take  to  be  the  pelican. 

The  next  is  altogether  white,  except  its  feet,  which 
are  black :  it  is  fomewhat  leis  than  a  heron,  and  has 
a  long  broad  bilL  The  Germans  call  this  bird  leffel-* 
ganze,  the  Ruffians  kolpeck. 

There  is  another  about  the  fame  fize^  alfd  white  } 
but  its  feet  are  long  and. red,  and  its  bill  crooked  and 
round,  and  as  red  as  coral :  Its  wings  are  adorned 
witti  fome  bright  fcarlet  feathers.    . 

Befides 
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Befides  thde,  I  fkw  a  kind  of  duck,  fbmething  \ng^ 
ger  than  the  common  fort,  caRed  tinpan  ;  it  is  eafil j 
famed,  and  much  admired  for  its  beauty,  and  a  cer- 
tain kind  of  noife  peculiar  to  itfelf.  I  have  eat  of  all 
thefe  fowls ;  but  did  not  much  reliih  them,  on  ac- 
count of  the  fiiby  tafte  with  which  they  are  all  infec- 
ted. 

There  are  alfo  partridges  and  buftards,  which  need 
no  defcriplion.  The  Kalmucks,  who  are  keen  fportf- 
men,  particularly  at  hawking,  in  which  they  have 
arrived  to  a  great  perfedion,  kill  the  buftaids  with 
bows  and  arrows :  When  they  fee  them  feeding,  they 
ride  in  upcHi  tnem  at  full  fpeed  ;  and  as  the  buftard 
is  a  heavy  bird,  and  mounts  ftowly,  diey  have  an  op- 
portumty  of  (hooting  them  with  broad-beaded  arrows. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Volga,  there  is  a  fpecies  of  deer 
of  a  brighter  red,  and  fomewhat  larger  than  the  fal- 
low-deer;  they  have  green  horns,  but  not  branched^ 
about  nine  inches  long,  and  covered  with  circles, 
rifing  one  above  another  to  the  pointy  which  is 
very  fharp.  This  deer  is  very  fwift,  and  its  flefli  ex- 
cellent ;  it  has  a  high  fnout  of  grifUe,  which  riies 
very  near  to  the  eyea— a  circumilance  which  I  have 
not  obferved  in  any  other  animals 

I  faw  aUb  a  fmall  lively  creature,  called  an  Aftra- 
chan  nare,  about  the  fize  of  a  fquirrel,  and  of  a  red- 
difli  cobur,  remarkable  for  having  the  fore-feet  very 
fliort  in  proportion  to  the  hind-feet ;  its  tail  is  long, 
with  a  tuft  erf  hair  at  the  extremity ;  it  burrows  in  the 
earth,  and,  being  a  very  pretty  creature,  I  have  fome- 
times  feen  them  m  cages^    The  Kalmucks  eat  them. 

very  greedily^ 

While 
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WUie  we  were  at  Aftrachan^  an  ambal&dor  arrived 
^here,  from  the  Chan  of  Chiva,  going  to  St  Peterfl 
burgh*  On  his  arrival  he  fimt,  according  to  the 
eaftem  cuftom,  finne  finall  prefents  to  our  ambaflsu 
dor ;  they  were  brought  by  a  part  of  his  retinue,  and 
confided  of  a  hawking  glove,  a  fmall  knife,  an  em- 
broidered purfe,  and  iqme  fruits* 

Chiva  is  a  large  territory,  ^ying  about  two  or  three 
days  journey  eaftward  from  the  Cafpian  Sea ;  bound* 
cd  by  Perfia  on  the  fouth,  and  Bucharia  to  the  eafL 
The  cq>ital,  which  bears  the  fame  name,  is  large  and 
populous,  and  governed  by  a  Chan,  ele^ed  by  the 
people.  They  are  vay  troubl^me  and  dangerous^ 
both  to  travellers  and  their  neighbdurs,  being  frequent* 
ly  employed  either  in  robbing  the  former,  or  making^ 
dkpredaticms  on  the  latter.  And  though  Chiva  is  yeU 
frnrtified,  its  fituation,  in  fo  £mdy  and  barren  a  defert, 
is  its  bed  defence. 

One  day,  as  I  was  walking  through  the  ftreets  of 

Aflxachan,  I  obferved  a  very  Angular  appearance :  It 
was  a  pretty  Tartar  lady,  mounted  aftride  upon  an 
OK  ;  (he  had  a  rmg  in  her  nofe,  smd  a  ftring  drawa 
through  the  nofe  oi  the  ox,  which  ferved  inftead  of  a 
bridle :  She  was  drefied  better  than  common,  and  at- 
Qpnded  by  a  footman*  The  fingularity  of  the  equi* 
pi^e,  but  particularly  her  extraordinary  beauty,  drew 
my  attention.  The  Mahometan  muft  not  be  con- 
founded  with  the  Kalmuck  Tartars ;  the  firft  are  a 
welUlooked  civilised  people  in  comparifonof  the  other. 
Before  I  leave  Aftradian  it  may  be  proper  to  re&ify 
a  miftaken  opinion,  which  I  have  obfispved  fr^uently 
to. occur  in  grave  Germaa  authors^  who,  in  treating 

of 
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of  the  remarkable  things  of  this  coimtry»  relate  that 
there  grows  in  this  defert,  or  ftepp,  adjoining  to  Ailra* 
chan^  in  fome  plenty,  a  certain  flirub  or  plant,  called 
in  the  Ruilian  language  Tartarikey  baraflika,  i.  e.  Tar<- 
tarian  lamb,  with  the  (kin  of  which  the  caps  of  the 
Armenians,  Perfians,  Tartars,  &c*  are  faced*  They 
alfo  write,  that  this  Tartarikey  barafhka  partakes  of 
animal  as  well  as  vegetative  life }  that  it  eats  up  and 
devours  all  the  grafs  and  weeds  within  its  reach. 
Though  it  may  be  thought  that  an  opinion  fo  very  ab« 
furd  could  find  no  credit  with  people  of  the  meaneft 
(hare  of  underftanding,  yet  I  have  converfed  with 
fome  who  have  feemed  much  mclined  to  believe  it  ;•— 
fo  very  prevalent  is  the  prodigious  and  abfurd  with 
fome  part  of  mandkind. 

In  earch  of  this  wonderful  plant,  I  walked  many^a 
mile,  accompanied  by  Tartars  who  inhabit  thefe  de- 
ferts :  But  all  I  could  find  out  were  fome  dry  bufhes, 
fcattered  here  and  there,  which  grow  on  a  fmgle  {talk, 
with  a  bufliy  top,  of  a  brownifh  colour ;  the  ftalk  is 
about  eighteen  inches  high,  the  top  confifting  of  iharp 
prickly  leaves*  It  is  true,  that  no  grafs  or  weeds  grow 
within  the  circle  of  its  fliade  ;  a  property  natural  to 
many  other  plants  here  and  elfewhere*  After  further 
inquiry  of  the  more  fenfible  and  experienced  among 
'  the  Tartars,  I  found  they  laughed  at  it  as  a  ridiculous 
iable. 

At  Aflrachan,  they  ha^e  great  quantities  of  lamb- 
ikins,  gray  and  black ;  fome  waved,  others  curled, 
all  naturally,  and  very  pretty,  having  a  fine  gipfs,  par- 
ticularly the  waved,  which,  at  a  fmall  diftance,  appear 
like  the  richeft  watered  tabby :  They  are  much  efteem* 

ed^ 
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cdy  and  are  much  ufed  for  the  lining  of  coats,  and* 
the  turning  up  of  caps,  in  Perfia,  RufEa,  and  other 
parts.  The  beft  of  thefe  are  brought  from  Bucharia^ 
Chiva,  and  the  countries  adjacent,  and  are  taken  out 
of  the  ewe's  belly,  after  flie  hath  been  killed,  or  the 
lamb  is  killed  immediately  after  it  is  lambed ;  for  fuch 
a  fkin  is  equal  in  value  to  the  flieep. 

The  Slalmucks,  and  other  Tartars,  who  inhabit  the 
defert,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Aftrachan,  have  alfo 
lamb-(kin$,  which  are  applied  to  the  fame  purpofes  ; 
but  the  wool  of  thefe  being  rougher,  and  more  hairy, 
they  are  far  inferior  to  thofe  of  Bucharia  or  Chiva, 
both  in  glofs  and  beauty,  as  alfo  in  the  drelling,  con^ 
fequendy  in  value.  I  have  known  one  fingle  lamb« 
ikin  of  Bucharia  fold  for  five  or  fix  (hillings  Sterling, 
when  one  of  thefe  would  not  yield  two  ihillings. 

Oa  the  5th  of  Auguft,  we  quitted  Aftrachan  in  five 
veflels,  three  of  them  flat-bottomed,-  and  of  abgut  an 
hundred  and  fifty  tons  burthen,  with  three  mafts  and 
ten  gims  each  ;  the  other  two  common  barks*  Wi 
failed  ftY)m  Aftrachan  about  noon ;  and  at  night  came 
to  an  anchor  at  a  filhery,  called  Uttzugg.  Both  the 
banks  are  now  flat ;  to  the  weft  ward  barren  fainds,  and 
to  the  eaft  marfliy  and  tall  reeds,  abounding  with  ver* 
mine ;  fo  that  we  neither  eat  nor  fleep  in  quiet,  not- 
withftanding  all  the  precautions  we  could  ufe.  I  muft 
confefs  this  place  had  an  afped  of  horror,  efpedally 
when  it  is  eonfidered,  that,  befides  the  wild  and  di(^ 
mal  appearance  of  the  banks,  we  were  carried  down  a 
mighty  river,  into  a  great  gulf,  in  many  places  of  dan- 
gerous navi^tion,  and  whofe  (hores  are  inhabited  by 
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inhofpitable  and  barbarou$  nadoQi ;  for  fuch  I  reckoit 
all  of  them^  except  the  Ruffians  and  Perfians. 
.  Next  mornings  at  break  of  day^  we  got  under  iail^ 
and  about  ten  entered  the  Calpian  Sea ;  into  whkb 
ibe  river  difchargea  itfelf  by  feven  or  eight  large  chaa- 
aek,  and  many  lefler  onea :  Two  only. of  ihdk  chai^ 
nels  are  navigable  by  fliipa  of  any  burthen*  At  nig^t^ 
we  caft  anchor  near  four  hillocka  of  dry  land,  caft  up 
by  the  lea,  called  Taeterey  Bugory,  computed  to  be 
about  thirty  verft  from  the  mouth  of  the  Volga:  All 
which  diftance  we  had  not  above  fix  or  feven  feet  wa* 
t«r  i  and  even  this  depth  is  very  narrow;  fo  that  the 
paffiige  is  extremely  dangerous  m  hard  gales  of  wind. 
.  .  The  7th,  early,  we  again  fet  fail  with  a  gentle 
jbreeae  bom  the  ihore,  which  foon  drove  us  into  three 
£tthom  water,  and  out  of  fight  of  land ;  the  water 
bewever  ftill  ccmtinued  frefli  as  the  river.  About  noon 
Ae  tgdnd  ihiited  to  the  ibuth,  which  obliged  ut  to 
eome  to  an  anchor,  where  we  lay  for  near  three  weeks 
in  calms  and  ocmtrary  winds. 

All  this  time  we  did  not  fee  a  fingle  flrip,  befides  our 
wm,  except  one  Rufs  vefiel  that  came  from  Guilan 
in  Perfia,  with  fome.  A^menito  merchants,  who  made 
ft  prefent  to  the  ambaflador  of  a  ba&et  of  oranges^ 
mdons,  and  other  fruits,  which  was  the  mwe  accepta- 
ble, as  our , own  provifions  of  that  kind  were  all  fpent. 
As  often  as  the  weather  would  permit,  we  got  under 
Jail^  and  endeavoured  to  reach  th^  road  of  Terky,  a 
ipnaU  fortified  town,  belonging  to  the  Ruffians,  on  the 
north^weft  comer  of  the  Cafpian  Sea,  where  we  might 
be  fupplied  with  provifions ;  but  the  cos^nwi  cahns 

pmented  our  fuccefs. 

On 
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•'On  the  evening  of  the  26th  of  Augu(l,  the  wind 
changed  to  the  north-weft  ;  we  hoifted  all  the  fail  we 
could,  fteering  our  courfe  fouth  fouth^eaft,  aiid  before 
night,  pafled  the  ifland  of  Tullen,  /.  e^  of  Seals  ;  many 
of  which  animals  haunt  this  place.  It  continued  to 
blow  hard  the  whole  night ;  and  next  morning  we 
v^ere  in  light  of  the  mountains  called  Shaffkall,  which 
were  diftant  about  fifteen  leagues.  We  proceeded  the 
whole  day,  edging  always  a  little  nearer  to  the  ihore. 
The  28tfa,  in  the  evening,  it  fell  calm  ;  and,  being 
about  fix  leagues  oflf  the  land,  we  caft  anchor.  Next 
day,  tlie  wind  blowing  fair,  in  the  afternoon  we  pafied 
the  »town  of  Derbent.  The  ambaflador  ordered  the 
caftle  to  be  faliited  with  nine  guns  ;  but  it  feems  the 
people  are  not  accuftomed  to  make  any  return.  It  is 
a  place  confiderably  large,  and  the  frontier  of  Perfia 
in  this  quarter.  It  is  fortified  in  the  ancient  manner, 
ivith  a  ftrong  ftone-wall,  which  reaches  from  the 
moimtains  to  the  fhore ;  fo  that  no  army  can  pafB  this 
way,  except  mountaineers,  or  Tartars,  who  find  roads 
eVery  where.  Derbetit,  being  a  place  of  great  confer 
quence,  is  provided  plentifully  with  cannon  and 
ammunition,  and  a  ftrong  garrifon,  governed  by  a 
commandant  appointed  by  the  chan,  or  governor  of 
Shamachy,  on  which  province  it  depends.  It  is  re- 
ported that  it  was  built  by .  Ale^randqr  the  Great. 
About  the  place,  there  ftill  remain  feveial  monuments 
of  antiquity ;  particularly  large  ftones,  with  inrcrij>tio:is 
in  uncommon  charafters.  South  from  Dcrbent  ft  and  s 
a  very  high  mountain,  called  Shachdagh,  the  top  of 
which  is  covered  with  fnow  the  whole  year  rjouud, 
{though  the  vallies  are  exceedingly  hot, 
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Augufb  the  3oth5  we  arrived  at  Niezabatt,  the  place 
where  we  intended  to  land,  on  the  territories  of  Perfia. 
It  lies  about  two  days  journey  eaft  from  Derbent. 
There  being  no  harbour,  nor  creek,  we  hauled  up  our 
fiiips  upon  the  Ihore,  which  we  performed  with  little 
trouble,  as  they  were  all  fiat-bottomed. 
*  The  fhip  in  which  was  our  Secretary,  Monfieur 
Venigerkind,  and  feveral  other  officers,  did  not  arrive 
till  about  three  o'clock  afternoon.  The  wind  was 
now  very  high,  and  a  great  fea  upon  the  beach,  which 
obliged  them  to  drop  an  anchor  in  the  open  road  ; 
but  the  wind  blowing  ftill  harder,  it  became  dangerous 
to  ride  ther,e  ;  the  Ikipper,  therefore,  flipt  the  cable, 
and  flood  out  to  fea.  The  gentlemen,  however,  did 
not  like  their  fituation  on  board ;  and,  being  eager  to 
get  to  land,  ordered  the  mafter  to  run  the  fhip  afhore, 
and  they  would  be  accountable  for  the  confequences  j 
which  he,  a  Hollander,  in  the  Czar's  fervice,  unwil- 
lingly complied  with,  under  an  eafy  fail,  about  two 
miles  eaftward  of  the  place  where  we  lay.  All  hands 
went  to  their  affiftance,  but  without  effect  j  for, 
though  the  fhip  had  received  no  damage,  yet  the  fea 
run  fo  high,  that  the  boat  could  not  be  hoifled  out  to 
carry  them  to  land. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  fecretary,  impatient  of 
remaining  on  board  in  fuch  circumflances,  prevailed 
with  one  of  the  failors  to  carry  him  afhore  on  his  back : 
which  being  done,  he  took  his  way  alone  towards  the 
otner  fhips  ^  but,  his  cloaths  being  drenched  in  the 
falt-water,  and  the  road  lying  through  deep  fands,  he 
was  foon  fatigued ;  and  therefore  retired  nearer  to  the 
^Pp4sj  in  hpp€s  of  finding  a  more  fmooth  and  eafy 
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path.  He  difcovered  what  he  fought ;  but,  iriftead  of 
leading  him  to  the  ftiips,  it  carried  him  away  from  the 
fhore,  and  the  right  courfe,  into  thick  incumbered 
woods ;  and  in  thefe  circumftances  night  overtook 
him,  utterly  ignorant  of  the  difmal  and  dangerous  wild 
into  which  he  had  wandered.  Thus  deftitute  of  all 
ajfllilance,  he  climbed  a  tree  to  fave  himfelf  from  the 
-wild  beads  with  which  thefe  woods  abound  ;  and  in 
this  fituation  continued  all  the  night,  and  till  noon  next 
day  ;  for  the  people  in  his  own  fliip  never  doubted  of 
his  having  fafcly  reached  our  tents  ;  while  we,  on  the 
contrary^  had  not  the  leafl  fufpicion  of  his  having ^ome 
alhore.  At  laft,  hoVever,  about  noon,  his  fervant 
came,  inquiring  for  his  maftcr,  who,  he  told  us,  lefs 
the  fhip  the  night  before.  This  account  filled  us  all 
with  anxiety  and  apprehenfion  ;  as  we  certainly  con- 
cluded he  would  cither  be  torn  to  pieces  by  the  wild 
heafts,  or  murdered  by  the  favages  who  inhabit  thefe 
coafts.  Immediate  order  was  given  for  all  our  peo- 
ple to  repair  to  the  woods  in  fearch  of  him.  He  was 
at  laft  found  wandering  from  path  to  path,  without 
knowing  one  direftion  from  another.  When  he  came 
to  the  tents,  he  boked  ghaftly  and  wild,  and  related 
many  ftrange  ftories  of  what  he  had  heard  in  the  night. 
Ail  pof&ble  care  was  taken  to  aUeviate  his  diftrefs* 
During  his  fleep,  which  was  very  difeompofed,  he 
cften  ftarted^  groaned,  and  fpoke;  and,  even  after  he 
awaked,  he  pSrfifted  in  affirming  that  there  were  num^* 
bers  of  people  hjund  the  tree,  in  the  night,  talking 
Afferent  languages.  The  imagination,  no  doubt,  will 
naturally  have  a  ftrong  effedt  on  any  man  in  fuch  un- 
fommoQ  circumftancos ;  for^  though  the  fecretary  was 
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a  man  of  penetration  and  found  judgment,  in  vain  did" 
we  endeavour  to  undeceive  him,  by  reprefenting  that 
It  was  nothing  but  the  jackals  which  made  the  noife  he 
had  heard  ;  and  that,  to  be  convinced  of  the  truth  of 
this  affirmation,  he  needed  only,  at  the  approach  of 
night,  to  ftep  a  little  from  the  tents,  where  he  would 
hear  the  fame  founds  repeated.   .  AU  was  to  no  pur- 
pofe,  fmce  he  infifted  that  the  noife  he  heard  was^ 
quite  different  from  the  yelpings  of  the  jackals.     He 
fcarce  ever  recovered  his  former  fagacity  and  found- 
nefs  of  mind,     I  muft  confefs  the  lituation  of  this 
gentlamain  moved  me  not  a  little,  as  he  was  a  man  of 
parts  and  learning,  with-whom  Iliad  contrafted  an  in^ 
timate  fricndftiip.. 

Since  I  have  mentioned  the  jackals,  it  may  not  be- 
improper  to  give  a  fhort  account  of  thefe  animals.  - 
They  are  of  a.fize  larger  than  a  fox,  of  the  fhape  and  - 
colour  of  a  wolf,  with  a^  fliort  buftiy  tail.     They  dig 
burrows  in  the  earth,  in  which  they  lie  all  day,  and- 
co,me  out  in  the  night  to  range  for  prey.  They  affem- 
ble  in  flocks  among  the  woods,. and  frequently  near' 
towns  and  villages,  when  they  make  the  hideous  noife 
formerly  mentioned,  reffembling,  irt  fome  meafure,  a  t 
human  voice,  or  the  noife  of  the  Tartars  and  Coffacks^ 
when  they  attack  their  enemies*  They  have  ime  nofcs  ^ 
and  hence  the  vulgar  opinion  his  arifen,  that  they 
hunt  prey  for  the  lion.  '  They  are  in  great  plenty  all-- 
over Perfia,  and  efteemed  harmlefs  creatures. 

Asfoon  as  we  landed,  the  ambaflador  defpatched  ast^ 
interpreter  to  Shamachy,  to  notify  his  arrival  to  thiu 
governour  of  that  place,  and  to  defire  him  to, fend 
camels  and  ho]:fes,  to  tranfport  him  thithen .   Theixu 
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fefpreter  was  kindly  received,  and  an  order  was  im- 
mediately iflued  out  for  anfwering  his  demands. 

September  the  i  ft,  the  cfian  of  Shamachy  fent  aa 
officer  of  iliftindion  to  falute  the  ambafladc^ ;  and  the 
next  day  a  prdent  of  provifions,  confifting  of  an  ox> 
fome  fheep,  with  fruits  and  confedions* 

About  fix  or  eight  leagues  to  the  eaftward  of  Nieza- 
batt  is  a  high  rock,  called  Barmach,  or  the  finger^. 
upon  the  fhore,  which  a  great  many  of  the  Armenians 
vifit  annually,  to  pay  their  devotiorfs.  They  have  a 
tradition,  that  the  prqphet  Elijah  lived  fome  years  at 
this  place. 

September  2d,  we  were  a  little  alarmed  with  intelli- 
gence,  that  a  confiderable  body  of  mountaineers  had- 
plimdered  fome  vilhges  in  our  neighbourhood.  We 
bad  not  yet  received  any  guard  from  the  Perfians,  and^ 
were  therefore  obliged  to  take  every  precaution  poiS-> 
ble  for  our  defence.  We  armed  all  our  own  people^. 
and  all  the  failors  ;  and;  befides  thefe,  we  had  twenty 
foldiers  from  the  garrifon  of  Aftrachan.  Cannon  were 
brought  from  the  (hips^  and  planted  in  proper  places,. 
to  prevent  a  furprife.  Thefe  preparations-  feemed  to- 
have  intimidaited  the  undifciplined  favages,  for  they 
never  attacked  u$. 

Two  days  journey  eaftward  from  Niezabatt  ftand 
Abflteroon  and  Backup  two  confiderable  towns'.  At 
^e  former  is  a  good  harbour,  reckoned  the  beft  in  the 
Cafpian  Sea,  except  that  of  Aftrabatt,  whieh  lies  ia 
«he  foudi^eaft  comer  of  it.  All  the  reft  are  fb  dange* 
B>usi  -that  they  fcarce  deferve  the  name  of  harbours. 

1b  the  neighbourhood  of  Backu  are  many  fountsung. 
«&  Naphtha ;  it  is  a  fort  of  petroleum j^  of  a  brown 
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colour^  and  inflammable  nature.  The  Perfians  bum 
it  in  their  lamps ;  no  rain  can  extinguiih  it ;  but  the 
fmell  is  difagreeable.  I  have  feen  of  it  as  clear  as 
rqck-water.  ^    . 

The  Cafpian  Sea  is  of  an  oblong  irregular  figure, 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  in  length,  from 
north  to  fouth,  and  forty  or  fifty  leagues  broad.  The 
water  is  exceflively  fait,  except  where  it  is  fweetened 
by  the  Volga,  which  is  at  lead  to  the  diftance  of  ten 
leagues  from  the  influx  of  that  river. 

The  navigation  of  the  Cafpian  belongs  folcly  to  the 
Ruflians ;  the  Perfians,  and  other  borderers,  having 
nothing  but  fiihing  boats.  It  contains  abundance  of 
fifli  J  but  no  fliell-fifli,  except  ^  kind  of  cockle,  the 
ihells  of  which  are  very  pretty.  In  fome  places,  there 
is  a  great  depth  of  water.  The  Perfians  obferve  that, 
of  late,  the  fea  has  retired  confiderably  from  the  fhore  j 
which  they  reckon  ominous,  prefaging  fome  calamity 
to  the  kingdom.  It  has  no  tides,  but  fuch  as  are  caufed 
by  the  wind ;  and,  notwithfta^ding  the  great  quanti- 
ties of  water  daily  received,  it  continues  nearly  about 
the  fame  height.  Dr  Halley  has  demonftrated,  that 
'exhalations,  in  fo  hot  a  climate,  is  fuflident  to  account 
for  this  phenomenon,  without  having  recourfe  to  fub-^. 
terraneous  paflages^ 

The  4th,  I  was  condu£^ed  by  an  Armenian  mer-« 
chant  fome  leagues  from  our  tents,  to  vifit  a  Perfian^ 
We  were  received  in  a  very  complaifant  and  friendly 
manner ;  the  honfe  was  clean,  and  the  floor  fpread 
with  carpets.  Our  entertainment  coniifted  of  coflfc^ 
sad  boikd  rice* 

On 
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On  the*i  ith,  arrived  two  Jefuits  from  India,  named 
Valery  and  Martinet,  on  their  way  to  Rome.     They 
petitioned  the  ambaffador  for  a  paffage  in  one  of  our 
ihips  to  Aftrachan,  which  was  granted.     About  this 
rime,  many  of  our  retinue  began  to  be  feized  with  dif- 
ferent difeafes,  particularly  fevers,  fluxes,  and  agues, 
which,  in  a  few  days,  made  fuch  progrefs,  that,  at  the 
ambaflador's  table,  where  feldom  fewer  than  ten  dined, 
he  and  myfelf  only  were  prefent.     Thefe  diftempers 
exhibited  a  moft  difagreeable  profpeft,  and  made  us 
\\  ilh  eameftly  to  leave  a  place  that  threatened  our  def- 
truftion.  For  this  purpofe,  meflengers  were  daily  fent 

> 

to  the  chan  of  Shamachy  to  defpatch  the  camels,  hor- 
fes,  and  mules.  Some  of  them,  indeed,  were  already 
come,  but  not  near  the  number  we  needed ;  for  our 
numerous  fick  could  only  be  tranfported  on  litters 
carried  by  mules. 

The  X2th,  acondudor,  called  Maymander,  arrived, 
with  a  guard  of  Perfian  foldiers,  and  fome  more  cat- 
tle, which  were  ftill  too  few.  This  officer  is  appointed  by 
the  Shach  or  King  to  guide  ambafladors  to  court,  and 
furnifh  them  with  provifions,  carriages,  and  lodgings, 
at  the  Shach*s  expence,  from  the  time  they  enter  the 
kingdom. 

Having  accommodated  ourfclves  in  the  beft  man- 
ner we  could;  we.  quitted  Niezabatt  on  the  i8th, 
keeping  along  the  fliore ;  and,  at  night,  came  to  a 
fm^U  village,  about  three  agatz  from  Niezabatt.  We 
fo\md  the  houfes  all  empty,  the  people  having  fled  to 
the  woods  or  mountains  on  our  approach. 

The  2oth,  we  reached  a  village  about  four  agatz  (an 
gg^t^  is  reckoned  to  be  fpur  Englifli  iniles)  from  the 
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former,  where  we  lodged  again  in  empty  houfes ;  and 
the  2 1  ft,  proceeded  four  agatz  further,  to  a  brook  of 
white  and  muddy  water,  where  we  pitched  our  tents* 
About  noon,  next  day,  we  came  to  a  fountain  of  pure 
water,  under  a  great  oak.  Here  we  halted  two  hours^ 
to  refrefii  the  fick ;  and,  after  travelling  four  agatz 
further,  arrived  at  an  old  caravanfery  j  a  long  day*« 
journey  for  people  in  fuch  diftrefs. 

The  caravanferies  are  generally  large  fquare  build- 
ings,  with  a  court  in  the  middle.  All  round  there  are 
rooms  for  lodging  travellers,  and  on  one  fide  a  ftable 
for  horfes.  They  are  of  diflferent  fizes  and  conftruc- 
lions,  according  to  the  bounty  or  ability  of  the  foun* 
dcT.  Some  are  built  by  charitable  people,  others  hj 
good  kings.  They  are  fituated  as  near  fre(h  water  at 
|)oifibIe,  and  about  a  day's  journey  from  one  another. 

As  there  are  no  inns  in  the  eaft,  thefe  caravanferies 
in  fome  meafure  fupply  that  defed,  though  nothing  is 
found  in  them  but  fheltcn  They  are,  however,  very 
■convenient  for  travellers ;  and  fome  of  them  can  con- 
tain five  hundred  men,  with  their  horfes*  There  is 
•commonly  an  old  man,  who  cleans  the  rooms,  and 
fetches  neceffaries  from  the  next  town  of  village. 

The  23d,  we  halted  to  refrefli  the  fick ;  and  here 
.we  buried  two  of  our  mechanics. 

The  24th,  we  travelled  to  a  runinous  caravanfery^ 
about  four  agatz  from  the  formen  This  was  the  firft 
inftance  that  occurred  of  remiflhefe  and  inattention  in 
the  prefent  government  of  Pcrfia ;  for  the  King,  with- 
^\xt  attending  to  his  own  afiairs,  allows  hin[ifelf  to  be 
guided  entirely  by  thofe  whoie  intereft  it  is  to  decdve 
imu    Nothing,  in  the  judgment  of  a  foreigner,  caft 

render 


tender  aiif  peoplQ  more  €<mtemptibl(f  than  the  notori- 
eu6  liegled  of  fucb  ufefui  pubUc  edifioes.  This  day 
we  raceived  another  &f^Iy  of  provUions  from  die 
chan* 

'Hie  261^1,  V9%  traveUed  to  a  piaki  within  a  Jeaigue  of 
Shamachy,  where  we  lay  all  night,  Co  be  received  in- 
to the  town  the  day  following,  in  form  and  eeremony, 
acGordiAg  10  che  eu^in  of  Perfia.  At  this  place  died 
Bty  friend.  Captain  Jacques  de  Viliette.  He  wa«  a 
gBnriepi;an  of  a  good  family  in  France,  and  a  v«ry 
wordiy  man.  And,  befides  the  Captain,  two  fibrvants 
died  here. 
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CHAP.    IV. 

*       * 

PipCPRRENCES  DURING  0,UR  ST^Y  AT  SHAMAPHy- 
OUR  JOURSPY  THf-WV'  TP  Tv^UA^3. 

JL  HE  27th,  in  tlie  mornjng^  came  the  Italentaj  and 
Dorruga,  with  many  of  the  inhabitants,  to  pay  .their 
compliments  to  the  .ambaffador.  Thefe  pfficers  ii.re 
next  in  rank  under  the  cJian,  j^cl  have  the  fole  direc- 
tion of  affairs  in  liis  abfenco*  They  brought  feme 
fine  horfes,  ricWy  capnrifoned,  for  the  chief  of  the  re- 
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tinue.  A3  we;  approached  the  place,  we  were  met  by 
other  officers,  particularly  the  Divan,  Begg,  and  IOol^ 
agafly,  and  magiftrates,  all  mounted  on  ftately  horfes^ 
with  rich  furniture,  which  made  a  very  fplendid.  ap- 
pearance. Before  the  ambaflador's  horfe  two  young 
fellows  tumbled  all  the  way,  with  great  agility»  About  - 
two  o/clock  we  entered  the  city. 

As  we  palled  along  the  ilreets,  all  the  tops  of  the 
houfes  were  filled  with  fpedators.  At  laft,  the  am- 
baifador  arrived  at  the  houfe  of  one  of  the  principal 
officers,  which  was  allotted  entirely  to  him  and  his 
attendants*  The  houfes  in  Periia  are  moflly  flat-roof- 
ed. As  there  is  but  little  rain  in  this  country,  a  very 
fmall  decliyity  is  fufficient  to  carry  off  the  water.  I 
compute  the  diftance  between  Niezabatt  and  Shama- 
chy  to  be  about  twenty-five  agatz,  or  an  hundred 
miles* 

October  lil,  I  had  a  vifit  from  a  gentleman  well 
dreffed  in  the  Perfian  habit,  and  was  not  a  little  fur-  ' 
prifed  to  hear  him  talk  good  High  Dutch.  After 
fome  converfation,  he  told  me  he  was  bom  at  Dant- 
zick ;  that  in  his  youth  he  came  to  Perfia  with  a 
Polilh  ambaffador,  who  died  at  Ifpahan.  That,  fome 
differences  arifmg  between  him  and  his  countrymen, 
to  end  the  difpute  he  turned  Mahometan,  and  fettled 
in  Perfia,  where  he  now  enjoyed  a  fmall  falary  as  a 
linguift.  He  had  often  repented  of  this  ralh  ftep; 
but,  having  a  wife  and  children  at  Shamachy,  he 
could  not  abandon  them. 

Thedayfollowmg^the  chan,  with  a  jiumerous  reti- 
nue, paid  a  ceremonial  vifit  to  the  ambaffador.  The  chan 
is  a  middle  aged  man,  of  a  graceful  afpedt,  by  birth  a 
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Georgian,  of  Chriftian  parents,  but  brought  up  at 
court  from  his  infancy :  And  it  muft  be  confeffed  that 
his  treatment  of  the  ambaflador  was  extremely  oblig- 
ing. 

The  14th,  the  chan  fent  an  invitation  to  the  ambaf- 
fador  to  go  a  hunting,  with  horfes  for  that  purpofe. 
We  marched  about  two  or  three  miles  to  the  eaftward, 
till  we  came  to  a  plain  overgrown  with  fliort  reeds. 
We  fprung  a  number  of  pheafants,  ten  or  fifteen 
whereof  were  killed  by  the  chants  hawks ;  and  feve- 
ral  haves  were  run  down  by  the  greyhounds,  which* 
were  all  Tent  to  the  ambaffador*s  lodgings. 

About  this  time,  there  happened  a  mifunderftand- 
ing  between  the  ambaflador  and  Secretary,  by  the  im- 
prudence of  the  latter.  It  is  cuftomary  for  the  Shach 
to  make  prefents  in  money,  or  other  things,  to  all 
ambaffadors,  according  to  the  dignity  of  their  refpec- 
tive  mafters  ;  and,  though  no  money  had  yet  been 
granted,  the  unlucky  fecretary,  poor  gentleman !  not 
quite  recovered,  by  an  unfeafonable  and  ill  advifcd 
claim,  pretended  a  right  to  part  of  the  future  donative. 
The  ambaflador,  on  the  contrary,  alledged,  that  the 
fecretary  was  entitled  to  nothing  from  him,  except 
the  privilege  of  his  table,  and  provifions  for  his  fcr- 
▼ants.  Both  my  fituation  in  the  retinue,  and  an  in- 
difpofition,  prevented  my  intermeddling  in  this  dif- 
pute.  I  only  advifed  the  fecretary  to  poftpone  his 
claim  till  fome  more  favourable  opportunity.  My  ad- 
vice, liowever,  had  no  elFcft,  for  the  diflerencc  ftill  in- 
creafed,  till  the  fecretary  fell  Tick,  and  was  confined 
to  his  lodgings,  where  he  died  fuddcnly,  on  the  5ih  of 
November. 

Thif 
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This  ovent  vims  the  more  melancholy  to  11165  ^ 
particular^  as  it  was  unexpe^d.  By  the  death  of  this 
gentleman^  I  was  deprived  of  another  worthy  iiiend* 
He  was  a  Saxon  by  birth ;  was  candid,  honeft,  and  * 
imccre ;  and  much  efteemed  by  all  his  acquaintance, 
for  his  learning  and  capacity* 

A  few  days  after,  there  arrived  at  Shamachya 
Berfian  am^^ador,  who  had  been  in  France,  and  had 
returned  homeward  thro*  Rulfia.  His  behaviour  in 
France,  and  in  other  places,  bad  been  little  for  the 
bonow  of  his  m^fter.  The  miniftry  at  Ifpahan  had 
perfed  intelligence  of  his  whole  condufl,  which  he 
came  to  imderftand  i  and,  being  afraid  to  undergo  a 
trial  at  court,  went  dire£Uy  to  the  city  of  Erivan,  the 
place  of  his  residence  when  in  his  own  country,  where, 
as  it  was  reported,  he  poifoned  himfelf.  He  had 
treated  a  French  engineer,  whom  he  engaged  in  the 
fcrvice  of  his  matter,  fo  cruelly,  that  he  died  two  days 
after  coming  to  Shamachy. 

The  25th,  I  dined  with  father  Peter  Ricard,  in 
company  with  Monfieur  Bourgard,  a  French  merchant. 
This  father  hath  lived  as  a  miilionary  in  different  places 
of  Perfia  for  many  years  :  He  had  itudied  pbyfic,  which 
he  pradtifed  occafionally,  and  thereby  introduced  him- 
felf  to  an  acquaintance  with  many  families  of  diftincr 
tion  :  He  is  a  man  of  a  grave  and  fober  deportment, 
which  procures  him  great  refpedk :  He  has  a  fmall- 
congregation  at  this  place,  coniifting  only  of  Chriftian 
Armenians,  who  have  been  converted  from  the  com- 
munion of  the  Eaftem  to  the  Weftem  Church  j  for 
it  is  a  capital  crime  to  convert  a  Mahometan.     Bour- 
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gard  wM  employed  by  the  lAglifli  fad»ry  «t  li^palkii^ 
ta  buy  tatr  filk»  hera  tdi  be  fient  to  Aleppo.  j  i  . 

The  aoibaffador  fent  a  pitfeot  to  the  duua,  of  Ikblidl^ 
and  other  rich  furs,  of  confiderable  value ;  ai^  hAi^  ilk 
rdlwi^  a  iSAe  horfc^  with  a  fiddle,  biidltt^  and  OiAer 
trappings^  imnmred  with  gM. 

Some  tUnc  after,  fhttc  amfe  a  dilpute  betWeed  the 
ambaffiMior  and  the  cYmtf  about  the  Sfaach*!  gmtuity ;; 
the  firft  thought  the  fitm  offered  waa  too  finally  wUb 
the  latter  affirmed  h^  had  no  authority  for  a^greater 
allowancei  Thd  deCsnoination  of  thia  affair  detained 
us  longer  then  \Ve  intended  to  ftay  ;  however,  in  the 
metua  time,  darnels  and  horfes  were  ordered  to  be  giAt 
ready*  After  many  mefiaget  on  both  fides,  the  chail^ 
unwilling  to  let  the  ambaflador  depart  uafiuisfied, 
fent  Monfieur  Bourgard  with  an  offer  of  tefi  tOmans 
(a  toman  it  equal  to  thvee  pounds  Sterling,)  a^KJay^ 
during  his  journey  to  Ifpahan,  and  that  fum  for  three 
days  only  of  the  time  he  continued  at  Shamachy :  Thift 
propofal  wad  at  laft  accepted,  and  the  money  paid» 
I  fhall,  before  we  leave  this  placed  add  a  few  remarks 
on  the  dty  and  its  environs. 

Shamachy  is  fituated  in  about  40  degrees  north 
ladtude :  It  was  anciently  part  of  Media  j  but  now  the 
capital  of  SUi  extenfive  province,  called  Shirvan^  The 
city  ftands  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill,  inclining  to  tht 
fouth,  and  rifes  toward  the  top  in  form  of  an  amphi* 
theatre :  The  place  is  large,  but  the  houfes  are  meanly 
built,  excepting  thofe  of  the  governour,  the  chirf 
magiftrates,  and  a  few  rich  merchants ;  the  flreets  ai^ 
narrow  and  irregular :  The  greater  part  of  the  inha- 
bitants arePerf^ans ;  theiejs  alfo  a  cjonfidei-able  number 

of 


▲    JOURKB  Y 

of  Georgians  and  Armenians :  The  vulgar  language 
is  Turkifh,  but  the  people  of  diftindion  fpeak  Periian. 
"She = air  is  more  healthy  than  at  places  nearer  to  tiie 
Caipian  Sea. 

:  Above  the  town,  on  the  fummit  of  die  hill,  ftands 
an  high  edifice,  having  many  windows  and  a  gallery, 
in  which,  every  day  at  the  rifing  and  fetting  of  the 
jEun,  is  held  a  kind  of  ccmcert  of  mufic,  compofed  of 
long  trumpets,  large  drums,  and  hautboys,  which  make 
a  dreadful  found.    It  is  reported,  that  this  cuAom'  is 
as  ancient  as  the  time  of  Alexander  the  Great. 
.  There  are  alfo  in  the  city  feveral  mofques,  with 
high  pillars  adjoining,  which  the  moulla  or  prieft 
afcends  every  day  at  twelve  o'clock,  to  call  the  people 
to  prayers ;  for  the  Mahometans  ufe  no  bells.     They 
have,  befides,  feveral  public  baths,  Ibme  for  men,  others 
for  the  women,  to  which  both  fexes  refort  daily  for 
ablution,  conformably  to  the  law  of  their  religion. 
The  women  go  generally  in  companies  of  five  or  fix, 
fo  concealed  with  a  white  veil,  that  nothing  of  them 
is  vifible  but  the  eyes  and  nofe.     There  are  feveral 
fpacious  caravanferies,  very  convenient  for  itrangers 
or  merchants,  who  there  expofe  their  commodities, 
for  which  they  pay  a  fmall  impoft. 

There  is  a  confiderable  traffic  at  this  place,  par- 
ticularly in  raw  filk,  which  is  produced  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood ;  the  greateft  part  whereof  is  purchafed  by 
the  Engliih  and  Dutch  fa&ories  at  Ifpahan,  and  fent 
to  Aleppo  ;  alfo  cotton,  which  indeed  is  moftly  fold 
to  the  natives,  and  confuraed  in  fluffs  for  their  own 
ufe.  The  country  about  Shamachy,  befides  many 
kinds  of  fruits,  produces  plenty  of  wheat,  barley,  and 

very 
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Tcry  fine  grapes,  from  which  the  Ghriftians  make 
very  good  wine ;  they  keep  it  in  great  jars  refembling 
the  Florence  oil  ones,  which  they  depofit  mider  ground 
in  their  gardens,  covering  diem  above  with  a  thin 
ftone,  neatly  pafted  about  the  edges,  for  the  better 
prefervation  of  the  liquor.  When  they  give  an  enter- 
tainment, they  fpread  carpets  round  the  jar,  which  is 
generally  placed  in  a  ifadde^  and  on  thele  die  guefts  are 
feated. 

About  two  miles  te  the  northward  of  the  city,  {lands 
a  high  mountain,  named  Guiliftan-dagh,  where  are 
feen  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  caiUe,  built  of  ftone ;  it 
appeared  not  to  be  of  Eaftem  architedure.  I  could 
procure  no  informadon  who  was  the  founder,  or  by 
whom  it  was  demoliihed.  Adjoining  to  this  moun- 
tain is  another,  on  which  are  the  tombs  of  two  iaints, 
or  heroes';  whither  great  numbers  of  devout  people 
come  annually  to  worihip.  I  obferved  near  thefe 
tombs,  feveral  hallowed  rocks  covered  with  fmall 
(hells  brought  hither  by  the  worihippers  \  I  obferved 
likewife,  on  the  common  rocks,  many  Ihells  imprinted 
and  petrified,  which  feemed  very  extraordinary. 

December  4th,  all  things  being  prepared  for  our 
departure,  we  were  fumiihed  by  the  condudor,  or 
maymander,  with  one  hundred  and  fixty  camels,  and 
near  two  hundred  horfes  and  mules,  on  which  we  left 
Sbamachy,  travelling  along  the  rifing  grounds.  We 
halted  two  days  at  an  Armenian  village,  called  Ealck« 

ami. 

On  the  7th,  we  defcended  into  a  deiert  plain,  called 
by  the  RuiGans  Mugan,  and  by  the  Perfians  Kurdiftan. 
At  mid-night,  we .  came  to  fome  wells   of  brackifh 

water. 


OTMr,   vt/hitK  VK  lodged  ia  fuch  teots  as  vt  ufed  bf 
tbe  aiitabkant8>  which  were  picpared  by  the  cpn- 
daaor. 

We  proceeded  die  roth  fine  agatz,  Co  a  iittle  copfe* 
wood,  where  waa  feond  tolerable  water ;  and  the  1 1  di^ 
arrived  at  the  mer  Kvre,  or  Cyre,  which  we  paftrd 
on  a  bridge  of  boats,  and  pitched  our  tents  on  die 
other  fide.  The  water  of  the  river  is  fweet  and 
wholefome. 

About  half  a  leagne  abo^e  die  bridge,  die  river 
Araiis,  ROW  Arras,  falk  into  the  Kuie,  which  together 
fonn  a  confiderable  ftream,  tbat  dBfcharges  it&lf  into 
die  Cafpiaa  Sea,  about  a  day'e  journey  bdow  dK 
bridge,  running  nor^ward  all  the  way ;  but  the  mouth 
of  the  river  is  fo  choaked  up  mdk  fend,  that  it  k 
navigable  by  no  Teflfel  of  any  burden. 

The  river  dure  ifivides  the  province  of  Shirvan  from 
Kurdifttti*  The  Kurdy,  probably  fo  caited  froaei  the 
name  of  die  river,  are  a  very  ancient  people,  and  leem 
to  be  the  fame  whom  Senophon,  in  the  Aiiabafis,<3itb 
Karduchi,  who  fo  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  hk  paiage  in 
his  famous  retreat  from  Aitaxerxes.  Tliey  arc  tSA 
reckoned  a  b/ave  people.  Thdr  hoiies  are  mod:  e- 
ft^ened  of  any  in  Perfla,  bodi  for  beauty  and  ftrengdi. 

We  left  die  Kure  on  the  1 3th,  and  procoeded  levea 
agatz  to  Chuda-tEooIatzy,  ^i4iere  the  water  was  very 
brackifli  and  miftidy.  The  country  around  a^>pesu«d 
plain  as  the  fea. 

Setting  out  early  next  morning,  we  travelled  tea 
agatz,  and  in  the  evening  reached  a  brook  of  tolera« 
ble  water,  called  Bolgar.  This  was  die  iadt  da/« 
journey  iu'  the  plain  of  Mugan.    The  inhainhuats,  die 

Kurdy, 
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¥urdy»  lire  in  tents  all  the  year.  The  foil  is  Tery 
4lry  and  barren^  notwithftanding  the  cattle  are  m  good 
•condition,  and  the  mutton  particularly  very  good. 

While  we  halted  about  noon,  fome  Perfian  iportf- 
inen^  who,  by  their  dre(s,  feemed  perfons  of  d^in&ioQt 
^tched  their  tents  near  ours.:  They  fent  the  ambafla- 
dor  a  iM'efent  of  wild-fowl,  and  an  antelope.    The 
.ambaflador  invited  them  to  ihare.  a  traveller'^  dinner* 
Tlire^  of  the  gentlemen  accepted  the  invitation ;  but 
'cxculed  themfdves  from  eadng  any  thing,  pretending 
'  they  had  already  dined .;  but  it  is  well  known  that  the 
Mahometans  fcriiple  te  eat  with  Cbriftians ;   each  of 
them,  however,  drank  a  diih  of  coffee,  and  an  old. 
man  a  dram  of  brandy.     They  bad  feveral  grey- 
hounds, and  a  couple  of  large  hawks,  winch  were  train- 
ed to  fly  at. antelopes  ;  the  hawks,  cannot  hdld  indeed 
fo  (trong  a.creature  as  an  antelope,   but  they  fly  about 
its  head,  and  thereby  retard  its  velocity,  till  the  grey- 
hounds, or  horfemen,  overtake  it }  for  the  antelope 
farout«runs    any  greyhound  I  ever  faw..      In  this 
defert,  1  have  feen  flocks  of  them,  confxfting  of  two 
or  three  hundred. 

In  manning  hawks  to  fly  at  antelopes,  they  fluff 
the  fkins  of  thefe  animals  with  flraw,  and  feed  the 
hawk  between  xheir  horns,  placing  food  there  for  that 
purpofe  ;  hciice  they  are  accuftomed  to  hover  round 
the  head,  which  proves  the  deftrudion  oiF  thefe  crea- 
tures. I  was  informed,  that  it  is  in  this  manner  the 
Tartars  manage  hawks  to  fly  at  foxes  and  wolves. 
Thefe  particulars  may  poflibly  appear  immaterial ; 
^however,  as  they  may  contribute  to  amufe  the  reader, 

it  was  thought  not  improper  to  infcrt  them. 

G  After 
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After  refting  the  i6th,  we  travelled  next  day  four 
agatz,  to  the  foot  of  a  very  high  mountain,  where  wc 
found  a  few  poor  cottages,  deferted  by  their  inhabi- 
tants on  our  approach.  The  water  was  in  plenty  and 
good.  The  weather  was  veyy  cold,  and  no  fire-wood 
could  be  got,  except  a  little  we  brougiit  along  with  \xsL 
One  of  our  people,  ftraggling  too  near  the  rocks,  was 
dangcroufly  wounded  with  a  ftone,  thro'wn  by  fome 
of  thefe  cottagers  who  had  retired  thither.  On  thefe 
rocks,  I  faw  ^  creature  like  a  goat,  called  by  the  Ger- 
mans Steinbuck  ;  it  is  much  bigger  than  the  common 
kind  of  thefe  anima}sj  and  its  horns  are  6f  a  prodi- 
gious fize* 

The  1 8th,  we  advanced  five  agatz  farther  ;  and  the 
If 9th,  feven  agatz,  to  a  large  village,  called  Kat^ 
choochana,  where  the  Chan  of  'Mugan  has  a  good 
houfe.  The  weather  being  cold  and  frofty,  we  con^ 
tinued  here  all  the  20th. 

The  2 1  ft)  we  travelled  five  agatz,  to  a  village  under 
a  great  mountain,  where  was  a  water  mill  for  grinding 
corni  the  firft  machine  of  that  fort  I  faw  in  Pcrfia. 

The  2  ad,  we  came  to  a  fmall  town  called  Aggar, 
The  kalentar  ordered  thq  citizens  to  arm,  and  oppofe  * 
our  entry  j  and,  notwithftanding  the  remonftrances  of 
our  conduftor,  he  perfifted  unalterable  in  his  purpofe, 
affirming  he  had  no  order  to  admit  fuch  a  body  of 
armed  men.  He  did  not  however  refufe  us  provi- 
fions,  wood  and  water,  for  money.  We  were  there- 
fore obliged  to  content  ourfelves  with  thefe,  and  lodge 
in  our  tents  on  an  open  field,  in  cold  weather% 

Next  day,  we  proceeded  two  or  three  agatz,  to  a 
large  populous  village,  Vv^here  the  people^  10  imitation  of 
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tliofe  at  Aggdr,  aflembled  in  anns,  and  barricad6ed  all 
their  entries,,  refuting  us  admittance  ;  they  beat  our 
quarter-mailer,  a  Periian  officer  bdonging  to  the  con- 
ductor, for  offi^ripg  to  force  his  way  into  the  places  We 
therefore  -lodged  again  in  the  open  air.  They  font 
out  fome  fire-wood,  and  whatever  eUe  they  could 
fpare.  I .  muft  confefs  I  could  fcarce  blame  thefe 
pec^le.for  their  behaviour  y  becaufe,  had  we  been  ad- 
mitted, the  inhabitants  muft  all  have  left  their  own 
houfes  ;  and  where  could  a  parcel  of  poor  women  and 
children  have  found  (belter  in  fuch  extremity  of  cold. 

The  24th,  we  continued  our  journey  between  two 
great  mountains,  where  the  north  wind  was  very  pier* 
cing4  We  pafled  an  old  ruinous  caravanfery,  and 
arrived  in  the  evening  at  an  empty  village,  which  the 
natives  had  forfook  the  day  before.  All  next  day  we 
halted,  being  Chriftma^« 

The  26th,  we  marched  about  four  agatz,  to  another 
village.  The  inhabitants  were  fo  hofpirable  as  to 
afford  us  lodging,  but  charged,  dear  for  every  thing 
we  needed,  efpecially  wood,  whicji  was  bought  at  the 
rate  of  three-pence  for  feven  pounds. 

On  the  27th,  we  travelled  over  exceeding  high 
mountains,  from  whence,  I  wa&  told  by  an  Armenian 
merchant  in  our  company,  might  be  feen,  in  a  clear. 
day,  the  top  of  the  famous  mount  Ararat,  called  by 
the  Perfians  Aggry,  by  the  .  Armenians  Meilin  j  the 
fummit  is  conftantly  covered  with  fnow,  and  often 
with  a  cloud :  It  is  the  higheft  of  all  that  chain  of 
mountains  in  Armenia,  on  which  we  then  ftood. 

How  far  my  information  might  be  true,  I  cannot  - 
determine ;  but  certain  it  is,  that  when  the  Armenians 
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fee  this  moantain,  they  make  a  fign  of  the  crofi,  afitf" 
iay  thdr  prayers,  as  is  their  cuftoin,  v^hen  they  ap- 
proach any  place  which  they  efteem  bcred. 

In  the  evening,  we  arrivdd  at  the*  city  of  Tenuis, 
Terris,  or  Tebris,  as  it  is  pronounced  by  fome.  The 
ambaflador  was  met,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  place^ 
by  the  kalentar,  and  chief  officers,  who,  after  the  com- 
mon falutations,  conduced  Mm  to  his  lodgings.  Our 
baggage  was  depc^ed  in  a  large  caravaaiery  la  the 
aeighbourhood« 


CHAP.     V. 

OCCURRENCES' DURING  OUR  STAV  AT  TAURfIS: 
OUR  JOURNEY  THENCE  Ta  ISFAHAN? 

X  AURlS  is  a  large  and  populous  city,  the  capital* 
of  the  province  of  that  name,  and  the  refidence  of  the 
chan.  It  is  fituated  in  a  fruitful  plain,  encompafled 
by  the  high  rocks  of  mount  Tauris,  about  ten  days  • 
journey  from  Shamachy,  and  twenty'-five  from  Ifpa- 
han }  I  mean  to  a  caravan.  It  is  fuppofed  to  be  the 
ancient  metropolis  of  Media.  It  is  fliil  of  confiderable 
extent ;  but  not  near  what  it  has  been.  There  are 
yet  to  be  feen  many  curious  remains  of  ancient  grand* 
eur;  particulaily  an  old  temple,  converted  into  a 
mofque,  now  neglefted  and  ruinous.  The  roof  is  fup- 
"ported  by  many  ftately  pillars  of  porphyry,  almoft 
entire,  fome  whereof  are  of  a  greenifh  colour,  widi: 

other 


etlier  eolours  and  veins  of  gold  interfperfed.  The  prq^ 
portions  feemed  to  be  regular,  and  the  workmanffup- 
very  fine  and  curious.  lis  fhort,  I  am  unable  to  def- 
cribe  the  fymmetrjr  and'  beauty  of  thefe  pillars,  and 
-^ronder  how  they  have  efcaped  the  fury  of  fo  many 
barbarians.  It  is.  no  lefs  furpriiing  where  were  got 
itidi  mafiy  pieces  of  marble,  feeing  nothing  like  thent 
is  now  to  be  found  in  diis  countiy*  Thefe  particulars 
demonftrate  the  ancient  grandeur  and  riches  of  this^ 
place.  It  is,  how^ver^  a^  deplorable  truth,  that  this- 
country  in  gerieral'hath  undergone  fo  many  revolution^' 
fince  the  time  of  Alexander  the  Great,  her  firft  con-^ 
queror,  that^  a  few  places  excepted,  the  prefent  name$^ 
and  defcriptions  of  cities  and  provinces,  bear  afanoft 
no  refemblance  tothofe  of  antiquity,  ib  that  one  caii 
Icarce  imagine  them  accounts  of  the  fame  places  :  1*6- 
fuch  a  degree  hath  time  and  barbarous  invaders  chang^ 
ed  the  appearances  of  things.  Fire  and  fword  have 
raged  to  deftroy  magnificent  cities ;  ftately  temples^ 
and  palaces  are  demolilhed  ;  whole  provinces  dq>opu« 
lated ;  and  fruitful  fields  converted  into*  a  defert,  by** 
diverting  the  fprmgs^  or  turning  the  rivers  that  water- 
ed  them,  into  other  channels.  Such  are  the  con*- 
iequences  of  lawlefs  ambition  on  the  fineft  produdion» 
of  nature  and  art :  The  laft  is  a  circumftance  ta 
which  few  countries  are  fo  much  eilqx>fed  as  Perfia  |^ 
for,,  in  the  inland  part  of  it,  there  is  almoft  no  rain, 
which  obliges  the  inhabitants  to  water  all  their  veget^Y 
ables  fnMn  fprings^  and  brooks.  They  Qften  convey 
even  rivers  feveral  leagues,  in  channels  under  ground^ 
Ibr  ihia  purpofe.    The  dew  indeed  is  very  plentiful^ 
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but  would  be  infufficient  of  itfelf  for  the  purpoies  of 
vegetation. 

The  ftreets  of  Tauris  are  narrow  and  irregular. 
The  houfes  are  built  with  bricks  made  of  mud>  mixed 
with  chopped  ftraw,  and  dried  in  the  fun ;  the  gover- 
nour's  palace,  indeed,  and  a  few  more  houfes,  are 
built  of  ftotte,  and  make  a  good  appearance.  The 
roofs  are  generally  fiat,  and  covered  with  a  terrace. 
The  walls  are  white-wafhed  on  the  infide,  and  look 
very  white  and  clean.  The  floors  of  every  houfe  arc 
fpread  with  carpets,  or  mats,  according  to  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  inhabitants.  The  people  of  difUnftiofi 
haVe  great  halls  of  audience  in  their  outer  courts,  arch- 
ed with  fquare  bricks,  which  are  plaftered  and  paint-* 
ed  with  flowers  ;  This  is  done  at  a  fmall  expence,.and 
makes  a  very  fine  ihow. 

There  are  feveral  well  built  mofques,  with  ftately 
minorets,  or  pillars,  which  the  moulla  afcends  to  call 
the  people  to  prayers  ;  alfo  an  high  building  for  the 
inufic,  that  plays  evening  and  morning,  as  mentioned 
at  Shamachjiu  There  are  alfo  fome  large  caravanferies  ^ 
fo  that  no  ftranger  can  be  at  a  lofs  for  lodging,at  a  fmall 
expence.  The  city  is  quite  open,  having  no  caftle,  or 
fortification  to  defend  it.  Indeed  one  would  imagine 
the  defert  mountains,  fcarcity  of  water,  and  other 
ob(lru£tions,  would  be  a  fuflicient  defence  againfl  all 
invafions  :  ITie  fiiry  of  the  Turks,  however,  in  their 
wars  with  Perfia,  furmpunted  all  thefe  obftacles. 
.  Tauris  is  fupplied  with  water  fi-om  a  brook,  called 
Shankuy,  which  runs  through  the  city,  and  fome 
forings  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  inhabitants  are 
moftly  Periians,  though  there  are  among  them  many 

Armenians. 
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Armenians.  They  have  a^confiderable  commerce  in 
raw-(ilk,  and  manufadories  of  carpets,  and  filk  and 
cotton  fhiflfe.  They  have  great  crops  of  wheat  and 
barley,  when  at  the  trouble  and  expence  of  watering 
the  fields  :  But  their  principal  fupport  is  rice,  brought 
from  the  province  of  Guilan,  where  it  grows  very  plen- 
tifully ;  for  this  kind  of  grain,  which  of  all  other  thrives 
beft  on  wet  land,  agrees  wonderfully  with  that  rich 
moift  foil  near  the  Cafpian  Sea. 

The  Capuchin  miffionaries  have  a  convent  at  this 
place  for  the  ufe  of  the  Armenians  of  the  Roman 
CathoHc  profeffion  ;  which  is  fuperintended  by  two 
fathers  of  that  order. 

About  a  league  from  the  city,  on  the  road  to  Ifpa- 
han^  are  feen  the  ruins  of  a  bridge,  on  the  top  of  a 
hill,  where,  I  believe,  no  water  has  run  fince  the  de- 
luge.  It  is  faid  that  it  was  built  by  a  whimfical  prieft, 
in  order  to  introduce  himfelf  to  the  King,  Shach  Ab- 
bafs,  who  could  not  avoid  taking  notice,  when  he  paff- 
ed  that  way,  of  fuch  an  extraordinary  appearance. 

About  four  or  five  leagues  from  Tauris,  in  a  plain 
called  Roomy,  there  are  feveral  fprings  of  water  that 
petrify  wood,  and,  I  have  been  informed,  even  rep- 
tiles, fuch  as  lizards.  One  thing  is  certain,  that,  after 
7X  ftagnation  of  this  water,  for  a  certain  time,  there  is 
a  fubftance  like  marble  found  at  the  bottom,  which 
the  Perfians  cut  into  any  breadth  or  length  at  plea* 
lure.  I  have  feen  of  it  two  or  three  inches  thick.  It 
is  eafily  poliihed,  and  is  diaphanous,  but  not  tranf« 
parent.  After  fawing  it  into  flabs,  they  fix  them  for 
windows  in  their  bagnios  and  private  apartments. 
perhaps,  it  if'  jjot  improbable,  th€  large  pillars,  for- 
merly 
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anerly  mendoned,  might  be  hewn  out  of  this  land  4cf 
marble* 

During  our  ftay  at  Tauris^  little  material  happened* 
The  weather  coadnued  very  cold,  which^  together 
with  want  of  horfes  and  xamek^  detained  m  longo^ 
than  we  expededc  I  could  not  but  pity  the  poet 
people  of  this  place  ^  the  cold  was  fi>  exceillve,  and 
^ready  and  othar  neceflaries  fo  dear,  that,  I  was  iiw 
formed  9  many  of  them  perifhed  in  the  ftreets* 

January   ad,    ^7^79  Moniieur  JUcard,  a  French 

efuit,  arrived,  in  his  way  to  Ifpahan,  with  fome  leU 

ters  from  Rome  to  the  Sophy.     He  iient  Monfiew 

Dufius,  one  of  his  retinue,  with  bis  complimflats  to 

our  ambaffador* 

The  Chan  being  abfent,  the  Vieir,  who  is  his  lieu^ 
•tenant,  came  the  6th,  in  great  (late,  to  viiit  the  anw 
l)airador ;  who,  on  the  i  ith,  returned  the  compliment^ 
attended  with  all  his  retinue*  He  was  received  in  m 
magnificent  hall,  ipread  with  fine  carpets*  There 
was  a  feat  placed  for  the  ambafiador ;  but  the  reft  of 
the  company  fat  crofs-legged  on  the  carpets,  m  the 
Feriian  manner. 

The  2oth,  there  wasa  great  fall  of  fnow,  which  very 
»much  foftened  the  cold  piercing  northerly  winds. 

The  25d,  having,  with  great  difficulty,  procured 
:horfes  and  camels,  we  left  Tauris,  and  travelled  two 
agatz  through  deep  Ihow,  which  incommoded  us  not 
a  little  ;  particularly  on  account  of  the  camels,  who 
<annot  bear  deep  roads. 

The  24th  and  25th,  the  roads  were  impaflable.    I 

faw  here  a  male  camel  trample  one  of  his  keepers  un- 

fder  his  &et;  For,  at  this  feaio9|  when  the  females  are 

mtting. 
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f  utdtag,  the  Males  are  very  furious  and  luigovemaUe^ 
and  mufl  be  managed,  with  great  caution^ 

.  The'  d6di9  we  travelled  two  agatz,  to  a  fpacious 
well-built  caravanfery,  founded  by  Shach  Sephy,  fuiB- 
cient  to  oD&tain  fome  hundreds  of  men  and  horfes. 
Here  we  halted  fome  dme^  and  \proceeded  in  the  after- 
noon five  agat2  farther.  In  this  day's  journey,  you 
iiave  the  choice  of  two  roads,  both  leading  to  Ifpahan ; 
one  through  the  cides  of  Ardeville  and  Calbin,  and 
the  other  by  Zengan  and  Sultany  ;  the  laft  whereof 
we  choofed,  being  fomewhat  fhorter. 

Ardeville  is  reported  to  be  a  very  fine  place  ;  and 
is  famous  for  the  monuments  of  Shach  Sephy  the  firft, 
and  other  Perfian  princes  and  heroes,  efteemed  for 
their  virtue  and  piety.  A  great  many  devout  people 
come  from  all  parts  of  the  country  to  worftiip  at  thefe 
tombs^  where  a  confiderable  charity  is  daily  diflributed 
to  the  poor  pilgrims ;  to  fupport  which,  there  is  a 
fund  fettled  by  the  King,  with  proper  officers  appoint- 
ed to  fuperintend  the  management  of  it,  and  prevent 
frauds,  t  wanted  much  to  vifit  this  place,  but  found  * 
it  impradicable. 

The  27th,  we  advanced  three  agati,  through  deep 
ihow,  to  a  caravanfery  built  of  bricks.  We  were  at 
no  lofs  for  water  while  the  fiiow  lay  upon  the  ground. 
The  next  day  we  reached  a  large  village,  called  Kara- 
China,  inhabited  by  Perfians  and  Armenians.  About 
a  mile  from  the  place,  we  were  met  by  an  Armenian 
prieft,  attended  by  a  company  of  country  people, 
who  came  to  welcome  us  as  fellow  Chriftians.  One 
of  them  carried  a  painted  crucifix,  raifed  on  a  long 
pole  J  others  played  on  flutes  and  hautboysS,  and  other 
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muiical  inftrunients,  to  which  one  or  two  pef  fona  kept 
time,  by  beating  two  thin  brafs  plates  againfl  each 
other )  and  many  of  them  fung  hymns  and  pfalms. 
In  this  manner  they  accompanied  us  to  our  lodgings^ 
where  we  were  better  accommodated  than  ve  had 
been  hitherto*  We  received  from  thefe  people,  in 
particular,  very  good  wine  and  grapes,  which  they 
preferve  through  the  winter  by  hanging  them  in  dry 
and  open  places. 

About  this  time,  many  of  our  people  had  fore  eyes^ 
and  fwelled  faces,  caufed  by  the  ftrong  refle£tion  of 
the  fun-beams  from  the  fnow.  The  Perfians  them- 
fielves  are  liable  to  the  fame  diforders.  As  a  remedy, 
they  wear  a  fillet  of  net-work,  made  of  black  horfe 
hair,  over  their  eyes,  which  I  found,  by  experiences 
altogether  eSe£kuaL 

The  31ft,  we  fet  out  early,  and  travelled  four  agatz 
to  Turkoma,  a  large  village.^  The  fhow  continued 
very  deep.  Here  we  were  obliged  to  wait  for  our 
camels,  fome  of  which  did  not  arrive  till  next  day. 

February  2d,  we  travelled  eight  agatz  to  a  little 
town  called  Mianna,  where  is  a  caravanfery  for  horfes 
only.     Here  we  buried  another  of  our  people. 

The  4th,  after  two  hours  march,  we  pafled  a  river^ 
over  which  is  a  fine  ilone-bridge,  flanding  under  an 
high  mountain,  called  Kaplanton.  Leaving  that  place, 
we  faw,  on  the  left  hand,  the  ruins  of  an  old  fortifica- 
tion. We  repaired  the  river  on  another  ft  one-bridge  > 
thence  to  a  caravanfery,  called  Tzamatura,  and  at 
night  reached  another,  called  Sartzam,  being  eight 
agatz  from  Mianna.  Here  we  halted  till  our  camels 
arrived  j  the  greateft  part  whereof  came  not  before 

next 
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day.     We  perceived  the  depth  of  the  fiiow  to 
leffen  daily,  as  we  advanced  to  the  fouth. 

The  7th,  we  travelled  five  agatz  to  a  fmall  town 
named  Zengan,  where  we  lodged  in  a  good  caravan- 
fery.  The  Sultan,  or  chief  magiflrate,  waited  on  us, 
and  gave  us  a  friendly  and  hofpitabie  reception.  He 
has  under  his  jurifdiftion  both  this  place  and  Sultany; 
at  each  he  refides  half  the  year  by  turns. 

Here  we  met  a  Rullian  merchant,  who  had  about 
fifteen  or  twenty  camels  loaden  with  various  kinds 
of  merchandife,  going  to  Bucharia. 

We  halted  two  days,  on  account  of  the  deep  fnow 
iir  this  ndghbourhood  ;  and  the  loth,  after  travelling 
fix  agatz,  came  to  Sultany.  This  place  is  at  prefent 
fmall  and  inconfiderable,  though  it  appears '  to  have 
been  a  great  and  famous  city  in  former  times.  There 
are  ftill  to  be  feen  feverai  ft.ately  mofques  and  mino- 
rets  ;  one  of  thefe  mofques  is  the  tomb  of  a  Perfian 
prince,  called  Chudabendie,  which  has  a  brafs  gate  of 
lattice  work,  fcemingly  of  great  antiquity.  In  the 
fame  mofque  is  the  tomb  of  Sultaa  Bajazat,  fon  to 
Chudabendie. 

On  the  1 2th,  we  travelled  four  agatz  to  a  village, 
where  we  ftaid  all  night ;  and  the  1 3th,  three  agatz 
to  another,  through  deep  fnow>  which  prevented  our 
proceeding  next  day* 

The  1 5th,  we  travelled  five  agat?,  and  the  j  6th  four, 
to  a  large  village  called  Guiga  Zayn,  At  this  place, 
a  Ruilian  youth  applied  to  the  ambaflador  for  freedoni 
and  proteftion^  He  had  been  carried  away  by  the 
Tartars,  from  fome  of  the  fouthetn  provinces  of 
Ruffia^  and  was  fold  fome  years  before  in  Perfia.    He 
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was  forced  to  turn  Mahometan ;  had  almo(^  forgot 
his  mother  tongue  ;  and  was  obliged  to  explain  him*^ 
felf  by  an  interpreter.  The  ambaflador  afforded  him 
the  protedion  he  fought.  His  mafter  claimed  either 
his  flave  or  the  money  he  had  paid  for  him ;  neither 
of  which  demands  could  be  granted. 

The  i8th,  we  arrived  at  Sexabbatt,  a  village  four 
agatz  from  the  former,  where  we  quartered  that  night, 
and  refted  all  the  next  day. 

The  2oth,  we  advanced  threq  agatz  to  Arazant,  a 
fmall  village.  This,  diftrift  being  much  peftered  with 
ftrong  gangs  of  highway-men,  we  marche^  with  great 
clrcumfpedion  ;  and  in  the  night,  the  baggage  was 
guarded,  both  by  our  own  people  ^d  the  condu£lor^ 
foldiers. 

The  2 1  ft,  after  a  journey  of  three  hours,  we  came 
to  an  old  caravanfery,  called  Idjoop,  where  we  refted ;  ' 
then  advanced  four  agatz  to  another,  called  Kockera, 
fituated  in  an  extenfive  plain.  The  fnow  was  now 
altogether  gone,  and  the  water  at  this  place  very  bad. 
In  an  upper  room  of  this  caravanfery,  I  faw  the  names 
pf  many  Europeans  cut  on  the  wall,  in  different  lan^ 
guages :  among  which  was  that  of  Olearius,  fecre- 
tary  to  the  Holftein  ambaffadors,  who  publiihed  a 
very  exa£t  account  of  that  fruitlefs  embaffy, 

The  2  2d  of  February,  we  fet  out  very  early,  and  in 
three  hours  reached  Denggie,  a  caravanfery,  wher6 
we  halted  for  refrefliment  j  and  at  night  arrived  at 
Saba,  or  Sava,  feven  agatz  from  Kockera. 

Saba  appears,  from  many  ruins,  to  have  been  a 
place  of  great  note.  It  ftands  in  a  fruitful  and  exten- 
^ye  plain,  which  produces  all  forts  of  fruit  natural  to 

the 


the  climate^  pafdcul^rly  pomegtaiMKes^  the  largeft  I 
have  feea.  The  trees  were  now  in  fuU  blooflo^  aad 
had  a  very  fiAe  ap^rance.  Some  years  ago,  thit 
place  was  almoft  ruined  by  a  deluge*  It  hasi  heeft 
lepairidg  ever  fmee,  but  ^  flill  hv  from  its  formcf' 
condition* 

The  24tb5  our  road  lay  through  a  defert  and  barren, 
plain,  abounding  with  faltpetre.  We  travelled  fix 
agatz  to  JdBRrabatt,  a  new  caravanfery ;  and  the  ^Sth^ 
five  agatz,  to  the  town  of  Koom« 

About  two  leagues  from  Koom  we  faw  a  round  hUl 
to  the  left,  called  in  Turkifli  Gedeen^Gedmaze^  which 
fignifies,^  that^  whoever  goes  up  never  returns  i  which^ 
the  Perfians  lay,  was  t}ie  fate  of  a  page  fent  up  by 
Shach  Abbafs,  with  a  lighted  torch  in  his  hand.  How* 
ever  this  be,  it  is  certainly  no  eafy  matter  to  afcend 
this  place ;  becaufe  the  whole  hill  confifts  of  iand, 
which  is  (hifted  from  place  to  place  by  the  wind,  and 
mud  foon  tire  whoever  attempts  to  climb  it. 
,  Koom  is  reckoned  among  the  chief  towns  in  Perfia, 
and  is  the  refidence  of  a  chan.  It  is  fituated  in  a  fer- 
tile -plain,  well  watered  by  a  pretty  large  river,^  over 
which  is  a  fine  ftone-bridge.  In  the  town  is  a  fpadoua 
caravanfery,  and  feveral  well  built  mofques  and  mmo* 
rets.  One  of  thefe  mofques  is  highly  efteemed  by  the 
Perfians,  becaufe  of  the  fepulchre  of  Shach  Sephy  and 
his  fon  Shach  Abbafs  the  Second,  and  that  of  Sidy 
Fathima,  grand^daughter  to  their  prophet  Mahomet* 
Thefe  tombs  are  much  frequented  by  pilgrims,  from 
all  parts  of  Perfia,  who  refort  hither  once  a  year,  to 
pay  their  devotions ;   and  are  fupported  by  a  fund 

appropriated  to  that  purpofe, 

Befqr^ 
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Before  you  reach  the  mofque,  you  pafs  through 
three  neat  courts )  and,  in  the  middle  of  the  fourth, 
where  the  mofque  ftands,  there  is  a  large  bafon  of 
dear  water.  Above  the  gate  are  engraven,  in  gilt 
letters,  the  names  of  the  deceafed  princes,  with  fome 
verfes  in  their  praife.  The  monument  of  Sidy  Fathi* 
ma  (lands  in  the  front  of  the  building,  encompafled 
with  a  grate  work  of  pure  filver,  very  valuable.  To 
each  of  the  princes  are  confecrated  magnificoit  aparu 
ments^  where  the  priefts  read  the  Koran  night  and 
day. 

This  is  alfo  a  place  of  refuge  for  debtors,  and  un- 
fortunate people,  who  are  maintained  at  the  public 
expence.  Adjoining  to  the  mofque  is  a  large  hall, 
where  alms  are  daily  diftributed  to  the  poor.  Few 
Chriftians  are  admitted  into  this  facred  place.  The 
ambalfador,  however,  with  a  few  of  the  retinue,  ob- 
tained this  favour.  Koom  is  famous  for  manufafturing 
the  beft  blades,  in  all  Perfia,  for  fabres  and  poinards. 

The  27th,  we  travelled  from  Koom,  five  agatz  to 
Kaflim-abbat,  a  eonfiderable  village,  where  we  lodged. 
The  weather  now  began  to  be  fo  hot,  that  we  could 
travel  only  in  the  morning  and  evening. 

On  the  28th,  after  travelling  fix  agatz,  we  came  to 
Sinnbzyn,  another  village.  Here  our  huntfman  caught 
a  porcupine,  and  brought  it  home  alive. 

March  ift,  we  arrived  at  a  place  called  Kafhan,  fix 
agatz  from  the  former.  At  fome  diftance,  we  were 
met  by  the  doroga,  or  judge,  attended  by  about  fifty 
horfemen.  He  came  to  falute  the  ambaffador,  and 
conducted  him  to  his  lodgings.  The  houfe  belonged 
^Q  ib&  Shach^  and  was  pleafantly  fituated  in  the  mid^ 

die 
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«Ue  of  a  JGtne  garden,  planted  with  various  kinds  of 
fruit  trees. 

Kaflian  is  a  large  and  populous  city.  It  is  fituated 
in  a  fertile  plain,  which  fecures  plenty  of  all  necefla* 
ries,  and  contains  feveral  well  built  mofques  and  cara* 
vaiiferies«  The  market-place  is  well  fumiihed  with 
merchandife  of  different  kinds.  The  common  manu- 
failures  of  Perfia  are  found  here,  viz.  filk  and  cotton 
ftufis,  carpets,  befides  fome  other  articles,  which  make 
this  a  place  of  confiderable  trade. 

This  dty  is  much  peftered  with  fcorpions,  efpecial- 
ly  the  black  kind,  reckoned  the  moft  venemoas. 
Their  fting  proves  mortal  in  a  few  days,  nay,  eveit 
hours,  if  proper  remedies  be  not  applied.  The  cure 
ufed  by  the  Perfians  is,  to  anoint  the  wound  with  the 
oil  of  thefe  animals,  extraded  by  irying.  Of  this  oil 
they  have  goierally  a  quantity  in  referve.  If  it  is  want-  * 
ing,  they  bruife  any  fcorpion,  and  apply  it  to  the  part 
affeded.  Either  of  thefe  remedies,  taken  in  due  time, 
feldom  fail  of  fuccefs.  The  Perfians  have  fuch  a  dread 
of  thofe  creatures,  that,  when  provoked  by  any  per- 
fbn,  they  wifli  a  Kafhan  fcorpion  may  fting  him.  They 
are  the  more  terrible,  as  few  houfes  are  free  from 
them ;  for  moft  of  the  floors  being  of  earth,  and  co-^ 
vered  with  carpets  or  mats,  below  thefe  the  fcorpions 
find  or  make  holes  for  themfelves,  where  they  lurk 
unfeen.  They  do  not,  indeed,  often  hurt,  unlefs 
touched  fuddenly..  It  is  advifcable  for  all  travellers 
to  examine  diligently  the  place  where  they  are  to  fleep, 
before  they  go  to  bed.  As  the  fcorpion  is  well  known, 
it  will  be  unnecefiary  to  fay  any  more  of  it. 

The 
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The  $th^  we  nuched  JBuzabbatt^  five  tgatz  firom 
Kalhan.  The  weather  was  very  hot  At  this  place 
t  fitw  a  creature  called  the  ftellio,  or  tarantula,  and 
by  the  Perfians  lakureck.  It  is  in  fliape  and  fiae 
ibmewhat  like  a  large  fpider,  but  overgrown  with 
hain  I  was  informed  that  it  neither  ftuigs  nor  bites, 
but  drops  its  venom  upon  the  &m,  which  is  of  fuch 
a  nature  thstt  it  immediately  penetrates  into  the  body, 
and  caufes  dreadful  fymptoms  ;  fuch  as  giddinefs  of 
the  head,  a  violent  pain  in  the  ftomach,  and  a  lethargic 
ftupifaSion.  The  remedy,  as  in  the  former  cafe,  is 
the  application  of  the  fame  animal  when  bruifed,  to 
the  part,  by  which  the  poifon  is  extraded.  They  sdfo 
make  the  patient  drink  abundance  of  fweet  milk, 
after  which  he  is  put  in  a  kmd  of  tray,  Rtfpended  by 
ropes  fixed  in  the  four  comers  ;  it  is  turned  round  till 
die  ropes  are  twilled  hard  together ;  and,  when  let  go 
at  once,  the  untwining  caufes  the  baflcet  to  run  round, 
with  a  quick  motion,  which  forces  the  patient  to  vo- 
mit. 

They  alfo  make  them  dance  to  mufical  inftrumcnts^ 
which  the  fick  perfon  fometimes  does,  of  his  own  ac« 
cord,  till  he  drops  down  upon  the  fpot.  One  of  thefe 
.  terrible  creatures  happened  to  fall  out  of  the  ceiling 
upon  my  hand,  as  I  was  going  one  night  to  bed  i^  I 
fhook  it  oflF  inftantanepufly,  without  receiving  the  leaft 
harm.  Every  fliing  near  was  moved,  and  fearched 
for  it,  but  to  no  purpofe,  there  being  many  holes  in 
the  floor.  It  may  eafily  be  imagined  that  appre* 
henfion  would  prevent  my  fleeping  much  that  night* 

The  6th,  we  travelled  five  or  fix  agatz  to  Kaltab- 
batt }  and  the  next  day  five,  to  Nattance,  a  fmalj 

town 
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Hovm  fituated  under  fome  high  mountains.  Here  the 
Shach  has  a  pretty  little  palace,  with  gardens,  foun« 
tains  of  fine  water,  and  cafcadea.  We  lodged  in  the 
palace^  The  jackals  were  fo  bold,  that  they  ho'^rled 
under  the  windows  all  the  night  long,  and  carried  off 
feme  of  our  poultry.  On  th^  top  of  a  mountain,  near 
this  place,  (lands  a  high  tower,  built  by  Shach  Abbais^ 
which  16  feen  at  a  great  diftance. 

The  8th,  we  left  Nattanee,  and  in  three  hours  paff- 
.ed  a  fine  houfe,  with  gardens,  built  by  Shach  Abbafs, 
and  fituated  by  itfelf  in  a  pleafant  plain.  About  three 
hours  after,  we  came  to  Tutrin,  an  old  caravanfery, 
where  we  lodged.  The  heat  increafed  daily  as  we 
advanced  to  the  fputh.  The  9th,  we  reached  Ruck, 
eight  ags^tz  diftant  from  Tutrin,  and  four  hours  jour* 
•ney  from  the  city  of  Iffiahan. 

The  10th,  being  the  vernal  equinox,  when  the  new 
year  commences  among  the  Perfians,  we  halted  all 
day.  In  the  evening  thirty  iine  horfes,  with  rich  fur- 
niture, were  fent  from  the  Shach's  flables  to  the  am- 
baffador.  Some  of  the  bridles  were  ornamented  with 
gold,  others  with  fi;lver.  Two  lions  were  brought  by 
a  Perfian  to  be  fliown  to  the  ambaffador.  They  were 
led  into  a  court-yard,  and  let  loofe  upon  a  goat ;  but, 
inftead  of  the  goat,  they  ran  at  fome  of  our  people, 
who  narrowly  efcaped,  by  getting  into  a  houfe,  and 
ihutting  the  doors.  It  feems  the  fight  of  fo  many 
flrangers  had  frightened  them  j  for  the  keeper  him- 
felf  with  difficulty  chained  them,  and  one  of  them  even 
bit  his  hand. 

The  I  ith,  we  advanced  two  agatz,  to  Davilett-ab- 
batt,  a  village. 

I  On 
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On  the  morning  of  the  13th,  the  Mayniander  Baflia, 
or  chief  condudor,  arrived  with  many  attendants.  In 
the  evening  we  mounted ;  and,  being  accompanied 
with  a  numerous  train  of  courtiers,  and  other  people, 
we  travelled  two  agatz  ,to  the  fuburbs  of  the  city, 
where  we  lodged  in  a  palace  called  Tucljtzy,  belongs 
ing  to  the  Shach. 

The  1 4th,  in  the  morning,  came  a  number  of  horfes 
fufHcient  for  the  ambalTador  and  all  his  train ;  this  be- 
ing the  day  appointed  for  our  public  entry. 

About  noon,  the  Maymander  Bafha  returned,  to 
condud  the  ambaflador  to  his  lodgings  in  the  city. 
He  was  attended  by  many  perfons  of  diftinfkion. 

After  noon,  we  iriounted,  and  entered  the  city.  We 
paffed  through  many  ftreets  crowded  with  fpe&ators, 
as  were  alfo  the  tops  of  the  houfes.  It  was  faid  that 
the  Sophy  himfelf  was  at  a  window,  incognito^  with 
fome  of  his  ladies.  Curiofity  had  caufed  fuch  a  crowd, 
that,  had  not  the  way  been  cleared  by  the  Perfian 
guards,  it  would  have  been  impofTible  for  us  to  pafs 
along,  At  laft,  we  reached  the  end  ^f  our  journey  ; 
a  noble  palace,  in  the  middle  of  the  city,  with  a  gar- 
den,  three  courts,  and  apartments  fufEcient  for  the 
ambaflador  and  all  his  retinue* 


THE, 
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ttiE  ORDER  OP.  THE  ENTRT. 


An  Officer; 

Three  dragoons^ 

A  kettle-drum. 

Four  trumpetSi 

^thirty  dragoons,  three  a-breaft,  with  drawn  fwords* 

Six  fpare  horfes,  with  fumptuous  trappings* 

The  fteward. 
Twelve  footmen* 

Two  pages. 

Three  footmen. 

Two  interpretersi 

Two  hey-dukes  in  Hungarian  habits* . 

The  ambaflfador,  with  the  maymander  Baiha^  and 

interpreter* 

The  prieft  and  one. gentleman. 

Myfelf  and  one  gentleman. 

Two  clerks. 
Faulconers,  huntfmen,  &c« 


CHAP. 
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OCCURRENCES  DURING  OUR  STAY  AT  ISPAHAN. 


JL  HE  15th,  the  agents  of  the  Englifti  and  Dutch  fac- 
tories, viz,  Mr  Coppin  the  Englilh  agent,  fent  Mef- 
fieurs  Batfon  and  Reynardfon,  the  Dutch  agent  like- 
wife  fent.  two  gentlemen  of  their  company,  to  falutc 
the  ambaflador* 

The  16th,  the  Maymander  Baiha  invited  the  am- 
baffador  to  an  audience  of  the  Etmadowlett,  or  prime 
ininifter,  which  he  would  not  comply  with,  till  he  had 
an  audience  of  the  Shach^  and  delivered  his  creden- 
tials, though  it  is  ufual  fird  to  take  an  audience  of 
that  minifter.  This  day  I  vifited  the  Englifh  faftory, 
where  I  met  with  a  friendly  rfeccption. 

On  the  a 7th  was  a  great  fall  of  raifiy  fuch  as  had- 
not  beefi  at  Ifpahan  for  feven  years  :  It  was  the  caufe 
of  great  joy  in  this  fultry  dry  climate,  though  to  me 
it  feemed  nothing  extraordinary. 

April  I  ft,  I  went  to  Julflfa  to  fee  a  friend,  accom- 
panied by  Mr  Batfon.  It  is  a  large  place  in  the 
fuburbf  >  inhabited  by  Armenians^  who  have  the  free 

exercife 
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e±ercife  of  the  Chriftian  religion.     On  the  loth,  I 
dined  at  the  Dutch  houfe  ;  the  weather  very  hot. 

May  4tfa)  die  ceremonial  part  of  the  ambailadpr's 
introdu£tion  to  the  Shach  being  .previoufly  agreed  oni^ 
he  was  this  day  to-  have  his  firft  audience.  In  the- 
morning  horfes  were  fent  irom  the  King's  ftables,  alt 
ef  them  magnificently  equipped,  with  grooms  to  at-^ 
tend  them ;  many  of  the  faddles  and  bridles  were 
gamiihed  with  gold  and  filver. 

We  marched  in  the  fame  order  a^  at  our  entry 
above  mentioned ,  only  the  dragoons  had  not  their 
fwords  drawn.  After  paffing  through  feveral  ftreets, 
we  came  to  the  great  market  place,  called  Bazar,  and 
then  to  a  gate  called  AUa-capy,  u  e.  God's-^gate,. 
where  we  difmounted;  Acrofs  this  gate  is  hung  a 
chain,  and  none  are  permitted  to  enter  on  horfeback 
except  the  Shach  himfelf.  We  walked  through  the 
guards,  drawn  up  on  each  fide,  to  an  inner  court,  and 
thence  to  an  arched  gate,  furrounded  with  benches, 
and  fpread  with  carpets.  Here  the  ambaifador  was 
defired  to  (it  down  till  the  Shach  was  ready  to  receive 
him.  We  waited  at  leaft  twp  hours,  during  which* 
time,  ail  the  minifters  of  ftate,  and  officers  of  the 
houfehold,  pafled  us  in  great  ftate;  after  them  came  a 
large  elephant,  mounted  by  his  keeper,  and  adorned 
with  gold  and  filver  iluff ;  then  two  large  lions,  led 
by  their  keepers  with  chains  of  maffy  gold. 

Wh^i  this  parade  was  over,  an  officer  informed  the- 
ambaffador  that  the  Shach  waited  for  hhn :  Where- 
upon, proceeding  immediately  through  the  ^ate,  we 
eiitered  a  fpacious  garden.-  The  firft  thing  that  pre- 
fenced,  was  a  noble  view  of  twenty  horfes  flanding  An, 
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a  row,  richly  caparifoned,  having  all  their  faddles  znd 
bridles  ornamented  with  gold  and  (ilver,  and  fome  of 
them  fet  with  fapphirea,  emeralds,  and  other  precious 
ftones,  of  great  value.     The  horfes  were  all  tied  to  a 
rope  fixed  to  the  ground,  at  the  extremities,  by  a  (lake 
of  gold,  near  which  lay  a  mallet  of  the  fame  metal 
for  driving  it,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  Perfia  ;  the 
hind-feet  were  alfo  faftened  to  a  rope,  to  prevent 
kicking ;   this  is  an  excellent  precautionj  for,   the* 
they  were  all  ftoned  horfes,  they  could  neither  hurt 
one  another,  nor  any  thing  elfe  5  the  chains  that  bound 
their  hind-feet,  with  the  flakes,  and  mallets,  were  alfo 
of  gold.     The  Perfian  horfes  are  well  managed,  neU 
ther  do  I  think  them  fo  vicious  as  thofe  in  Europe  j 
whether  they  are  naturally  more  gentle  I  ftiall  not  de- 
termine,  perhaps  it   is  intirely  owing   to  the  milder 
treatment  of  their  grooms.     At  each  dnd  of  the  row 
ftood  a  large  veffel  of  gold  full  of  water,  for  the 
horfes  to  drink. 

Approaching  nearer  id  the  hall  of  audience,  we  paff- 
ed  the  two  lions,  chained  to  the  ground,  one  on  each 
fide  of  the  paffage  ;  near  them  were  placed  two  bafons 
of  gold,  filled  with  water  for  drink  ;  next  to  the  lions; 
ftood  the  elephant,  with  his  keeper  on  his  back.  As 
the  ambaffador  pafled,  both  the  lions  couched, 'and 
the  elephant  bent  bis  fore-knee,  at  a  word  pronounced 
by  the  keepers. 

We  now  turned  to  the  left,  and  had  a  full  view  of  the 
hall  of  audience,  about  an  hundred  yards  diftant.  It: 
feemed  to  ftand  by  itfelf  in  the  middle  of  the  garden  j 
it  ia  indeed  contiguous  to  the  feraglio  on  the  fouth^ 
^ut  is  quite  open  to  the  north.    Before  the  entry  is  z 

large 
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large  fountain  of  pure  water,  which  fprings  upward 
in  three  pipes,  and  felis  into  a  bafon  filled  with  rofes, 
jcflamine,  and  many  other  fine  flowers. 

When  we  came  to  the  flair,  we  were  defired  to  put 
eff  OUT  flippers,  and  our  fervants  were  no  further  ad- 
mitted. The  ambaflador  only  and  fix  of  his  retinue 
(among  whom  I  Was)  entered  the  hall.  We  afcended 
by  eight  fteps  of  marble,  the  whole  breadth  of  the 
hall.  From  the  roof  hung  a  canvafs,  which  was 
ftretched  out  over  the  ftair,  and  fliaded  the  whole  in- 
fide  of  the  edifice.  The  hall  is  a  fpacious  fquare 
building,  with  a  terrace  roof ;  the  ceiling  is  very  mag- 
nificent, being  all  arched,  and  fet  with  mirrors  of  dif- 
ferent magnitudes  till  within  three  feet  of  the  floor, 
which  is  quite  covered  with  filk  carpets,  interwoven 
with  branches  and  foliage  of  gold  and  filver.  In  the 
middle  were  two  bafons,  into  which  feveral  pipes,  each 
about  eight  feet  high,  fpouted  water,  which,  falling 
upon  rofes  and  other  flowers,  has  a  fine  effeft  on  a 
hot  day.  The  farther  end  of  the  hall  is  a  femicirclc ; 
here  fat  the  Shach  upon  a  fofa,  raifed  about  a  foot 
from  the  floor,  which  was  elevated  four  fteps  above 
the-  reft  of  the  hall :  He  was  attended  by  twenty 
eunuchs  ;  one  carried  his  fabre,  another  his  bow, 
a  third  the  quiver  with  arrows,  a  fourth  the  calianne^ 
or  tobacco-pipe  ;  fo  that  each  had  his  office  of  ftate. 

The  ambaflfador  was  received  in  the  hall  by  the 
mafter  of  the  ceremonies,  called  Ifhaggan  Bafha,  to 
be  by  him  introduced  to  the  Shach.  He. continued 
fitting  upon  his  fofa,  with  his  legs  acrofs,  while  all  his 
minifters  of  ftate  ftood  in  their  places,  clothed  mag- 
nificently in  their  robes  j  which  they  never  wear  ex* 

«ep^ 
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<q>t  on  folemn  days  ;  and^  when  thefe  are  over,  theaf 
leave  them  in  a  wardrobe  at  court,  appointed  for  keep- 
ing them.  I  muft  confefs  the  appearancis  was  ver^r 
fplendid ;  and  put  me  in  mind  of  the  accounts  left  us 
by  the  ancients  of  the  magnificence  of  the  Kings  of 
Pcrfta* 

At  our  entry  into  the  hall,  we  w&rc  ftopped  about 
three  minutes  at  the  firft  fountain,  in  order  to  raife 
the  greater  refpe£t  i  the  pipes  were  contrived  to  play 
fo  high,  that  the  water  fell  into  the  bafon  like  a  thick 
rain ;  nothing  could  be  difcovered  for  fome  time,  and 
the  Sfaach  himfelf  appeared  as  in  a  fog.  While  we 
moved  forward,  every  thing  was  as  ftill  as  death  ;  the 
mailer  of  the  ceremonies  took  the  ambaflador  by  the 
arm,  and  condu&ed  him  within  fix  yards  of  the  throne« 
who  oflfering  to  advance,  in  order  to  deliver  his  ere* 
dentials,  was  prevented  by  the  Etmadowlett,  or  prime 
minifter  ;  this  minifter  received  the  credentials,  and 
laid  them  before  the  Shach,  who  touched  them  with 
his  hand,  as  a  mark  of  refpe6l.  This  part  of  the  cere- 
mony had  been-  very  difficult  to  adjuft  ;  for  the  am- 
baflador iniifted  on  delivering  his  letters  into  the 
Shach's  own  hands,  the  Perfian  minifters,  on  .the 
other  hand,  affirmed,  that  their  Kings  n^ver  received 
letters  diredly  from  the  ambafladors  of  the  greateft 
Emperors  on  earth. 

The  ambaflador  now  made  a  ftort  fpeech,  which 
the  JSophy  anfwered,  through  the  Etmadowlett,  in 
very  obliging  terms.  He  then  inquired  after  his 
Czarifh  Majefty's  h^lth,  and  afked  feveral  queftions 
about  the  Swedifli  war,  and  whether  the  ambaflador 
h^  fufiered  any  hardfhips  on  the  road  during  fo  long 
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.a  journey?  To  all  which  he  returned  anlXvers  fuitabie 
to  the  occafion.  At  lafl:  he  was  deiired  to  take  his 
feat,  to  which  he  was  led  by  the  mafter  of  the  cere- 
monies: It  was  about  a  foot  high,  and  placed  at  the 
diftance  of  ten  yards  from  the  King.  A  littla"  behind 
the  ambaflador  were  placed  his  attendants,  on  feats 
nearly  of  the  fame  height.  During  ail  this  ceremony, 
mufic  played,  confifting  of  a  variety  of  inftrumcnts, 
jwhicfa  are  not  unharmonimis,  and  the  mufti,  or  high 
prieft,  read,  without  intermiiEon,  chapters  of  the 
Koran* 

Before  the  ambaflador  was  feated,  the  prefents  from 
bis  Czarifh  Majefty  to  the  Sophy,  carried  by  fifty 
men,  were  brought  to  the  entry;  and  received  by  the 
proper  officers  :  They  confided  of  fables,  and  other 
valuable  furs,  falcons,  a  variety  of  fine  tea,  mufical 
clocks,  gold  watches  fet  in  diamonds,  &c^ 

As  foon  as  the  ambaffador  had  taken  his  feat,  all 
the  minifters  of  ftate  fat  down  on  their  hams,  on  both 
fides  of  the  hall,  in  rows  ;  for  none  are  .allowed  to 
lit  crofs  legged  in  prefence  of  the  Sophy, 

There  was  now  placed  before  the  company  little 
tables,  on  which  v/ere  fet  all  kinds  of  fweat-mcats  and 
confecUons  ;  and  before  the  ambaflador  was  laid  a 
golden  calianne,  or  tobacco-pipe,  v/Jiich  the  Perfiaiu' 
reckon  an  high  in  fiance  of  refped. 

The  mufic  contimied  playing,  and  the  mufti  fiill 
continued  reading  ;  but  every  thing  elfe  vas  very 
filent.  Several  mefTages  pafled  between  the  Kintv 
and  the  ambaffador,  by  means  of  the  malter  of  the 
ceremcmies,  and  our  interpreter.  The  King  fpoko  the 

K  Perfiau 
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Perfian  language,  and  the  ambaf&dor  the  Rui&an^ 
while  the  other  two  ufed  the  Turkifli. 
•  In  the  mean  time,  fome  pure  water,  with  a  bit  of 
ice  in  it,  was  brought  in  golden  bafons  to  driok^ 
About  an  hour  after,  MAuals  were  brought  by  a  num- 
ber of  fervants,  who  carried  them  on  their  heads,  in 
large  fquare  baikets.  Firft  the  Shach  was  ferved,  and 
next  the  ambaiTador  with  his  retinue ;  then  all  th$ 
officers  of  (late  that  fat  in  the  halL^  The  grand  fteward 
of  the  houfebold  waited  ^n  the  King,  and  his  afliftants 
on  the  reft  of  the  company,  according  to  their  differ 
rent  ranks.  At  the  fame  time  our  fervants  were 
entertained  in  the  garden. 

The  entertainment  confifted  moftly  of  different 
kinds  of  rice  boiled  with  butter,  fowls,  mutton,  boile4 
and  roaf^ed  lamb.  The  whole  was  ferved  in  large 
gold  or  china  diflies,  and  placed  in  the  baikets,  which 
itood  on  a  long  cloth  fpread  above  the  carpet.  The 
difhes  were  interfperfed  with  faucers  filled  with  afomsiT 
tic  herbs,  fugar,  ^nd  vinegar.  But,  according  to  the 
cuftom  of  the  country,  we  had  neither  napkins,  fpoons, 
knives,  nor  forks ;  for  the  Shach  himfclf  cat  with 
his  fingers,  and  every  one  followed  his  example. 
There  were  indeed,  befides  the  common  bread,  fome 
very  large  thin  cakes,  which  we  ufed  fnftead  of  nap- 
kins to  wipe  our  fingers,  They  are  made  of  wheats 
flour  ;^  the  Periians  fometimes  eat  them ;  they  are  not 
difagreeable.  Our  drink  was  iherbct^  and  water 
cooled  v/ith  ice.  Fonnerly  it  was  ufual,  on  fuch  oc- 
(rafions,  to  drink  wine,  and  have  women  to  dance  and 
fmg.  But  the  prefent  Sophy,  being  a  fober  and  4e- 
yput  prince,  thought  it  proper  to  abolifli  a  cuftom 
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productive  of  fo  many  indecencies,  and  dif e£kly  con-i 
trary  to  the  rules  of  the  Koran.  We  had  therefore 
only  men  to  fmg,  and  no  dancing. 

The  ambaf&dor,  and  sdl  the  gentlenlen  who  were 
admitted  into  the  hall^  continued  with  their  heads. 
covered  during  all  the  time  of  the  audidice/    They 
only,  on  entenng  the  royal  prefence^  uncovered  once^ 
and  bowed  to  his  majefty. 

When  the  entertainment  was  over^  the  ambafiadof 
took  his  leave,  and  returned  to  his  lodgings,  conduc- 
ted by  the  Maymander  Bdfba,  in  the  iame  manner  as 
in  the  morning.  The  ftreets  were  lined  with  the 
Sophy's  guards  to  prevent  any  inconvenience  from 
the  vaft  crowds  of  people^ 

The  fame  evening  the  Shach  fent  a  prefent  to  the 
ambaflador  of  the  golden  calitone  he  had  ufed  at 
court  *,  it  was  nieatly  wrought  in  filigree,  and  valued 
at  forty  or  fifty  pounds  Sterling  j  alfo  twenty  larjge 
difhes  of  folid  gold,  filled  with  variety  of  fweet-meats* 
Thofe  who  brought  them  returned  immediately,  leav- 
ing the  plate  y  which  remained  at  the  ambailador's. 
lodgings  above  fix  weeks.  All  this  time  it  was  un- 
certain whether  fuch  a  valuable  treafure  was  forgot, 
or  intended  as  a  prefent.  The  dilhes  however  ^erc 
at  laft  demanded,  and  delivered.  They  weighed 
about  thuty  pounds  a-pieCe,  but  were  of  mean  work- 
manfhip,  being  all  beat  put  \nth  a  hammer.  From 
diis,  and  many  fimitar  inflances,  fome  conception 
may  be  formed  of  the  immienfe  riches  whereof  the 
Sophy  is  poffefied* 

The  Shach's  name  is  HuiTem  )  he  is  about  thirty 
jnx%  of  age^  of  a  middle  ftature,  opea  countenance, 

and 
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and  ha«  a  fhort  black  beard. '  It  is  faid  his  legSiU'e' 
remarkably  fhort,  in  proportion  to  his  body.    He  i^ 
very  good  natured,  and  of  a  beneficent  difpofition*. 
He  has  fcveral  children  by  different  ladies.    Tachmaz 
the  oldeft,  at  prefent  in  his  minority,,  feidocn  af^pears. 
out  jof  the  Haram.     Huilein'  himlelf,  thottgh  a  prince 
adorned  with  many  virtues,  yet  being  educated  m  the' 
Haram  among  the  women,  is  little  acquainted  with 
the.  world,  and*  leaves  the  management  of  the  empire 
wboUy  to  his  minifters  :   In  them  he  places  an  entire 
confidence ;  and  they,  in  their  turn,  perfuade  him^ 
that  it  is  below  his  dignity  to  attend  to  any  public 
affairs  whatever.      At  this  very  time  there  was  a  for- 
midable rebellion  begun  at  Chandahar,  a  flrong  town* 
on  the  borders  of  India,  by  Mcry-Mahmut,  an  enxer^ 
prifmg  and  powerful  chief,  who  took  advantage  of  the- 
Weaknefk  of  the  prefent  adminiilration. 
•  The  Perfian  miniftry  neglcded  and  dc-rpifed  thefe 
rebels,  threatening,  in  their  flile,  to  fend  fome  troops, 
to  cut  them  all  to  pieces...  Time  hath  fiiown  the  vani- 
ty of  thefe  high  words.     I  mull  obferve,  that  they 
want  neither  men  nor  money  ;  but  their  foldiers  were 
undifciplined,  and,  above  all,  they  had  no  officers  oB 
fufficicnt  abilities  to  command  them. 

The  9th  of  May,  the  ambaffador  had  his  firft  audi^ 
ence  of  the  Etmadowlett.  We  were  condufted  in  the- 
iame  manner  as  when  we  went  to  court.  The  enters- 
tainment  was  likev.ife  of  the  fame  Idnd,  but  much  more 
magnificent.  The  palace  was  grand,  and  had  a  fin& 
garden  adjoining.  The  Etmadowlett,  whofc  name  w 
Fhatalychan,  was  by  birth  a  Georgian,  of  ChrilHan 
parents,  buL  educated  in  the  feraglio«  He  U  a  tal^ 
well-fbapfed  man,  of  a  friendly  afpc^,   and  a  great 
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fivourite  of  the  Sophy.  After  we  returned  hdme, 
the  Etmadowlett  fent  the  atnbaflador  a  prefent  of  » 
fine  horfcy  with  a  faddle  and  bridle,  richly  mountedy 
after  the  Perfian  fafhion,  and  a  gold  calianne,  Ktde 
inferior  ta  that  given  by  the  Shacb.  It  was  reported 
that  no  foreign  ambaifador  bad  ever  been  treated  with 
fo  much  refped^ 

The  nth,  the  ambafiador  had  a  feconcl  audience 
of  the  Sophy,  at  the  fame  palace  as  formerly,  called 
Tavalea  Telear,  /•  e.  the  palace  near  the  ftabies  ;  it 
"vras  very  flioart,  and  no  entertainment  was  given.  Next 
day  he  received' from  the  Shach  a  prefent  of  fome  ex*- 
cellent  Shcrras  wine,  and  a  gold  bottle,  that  contain- 
ed about  two  quarts,  with  a  fmail  cup  of  the  fame 
metaL 

On  the  1 5th,  the  ambafiador  had  a  fecond  audience  of 
the  Etmadowlett,  relating  to  the  fubjecfc  of  the  embafly^ 

Three  days  after,  the  Hackim  Balha,  or  chief  phy^ 
fician,  fait  me  an  invitation  to  vifit  him.  He  recdvedr 
me  in  a  very  courteous  obliging  manner  ; ,  and  detain- 
ed me  above  two  hours,  talking  oh  different  fubje£tsv 
He  told  me,  that  the  phyficians  in  Perfia  made  vege** 
tables,  and  their  virtues,  their  chief  ftudy ;  they  dealt 
but  little  in  minerals  and  chemical  preparations.  Theae 
he  aiked  me,  whether  the  European  phyficians  admit'- 
ted  opium  in  their  prefcriptions  f  \  told  him  they  di4« 
with  great  fuccefs.  To  which  he  replied,  that  the 
4)ualities  of  that  drag  were  knoiivn  to  very  few.  H» 
inquired  whence  tea  came  f  how  it  fhould  be  made  t 
and  what  were  its  virtues  t  All  which  I  anfwdred  tor 
iiis  fadsfa^n.  Hence  it  is  evident  that  the  Perfiaufi^ 
kiive  no  cforrefpondence  nor  commerce  with  the  Chi^^ 
Befe.     The  pbyfician  is  an  elderly  man^of  a  grave 
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dq>orUnent^  and  might  pafs  for  a  dodof  any  ivhere.* 
On  taking  my  leave,  he  told  me  he  was  forry  he  could 
not  converfe  with  me  but  by  means  of  an  tnterpretery 
which  was  tedious  and  difagreeable< 

The  fame  day  the  Dutch  commifiary,  Myn-heer 
Vonkettler,  made  his  public  entry  at  Fpahan,  as  envoy 
from  the  govemour  of  Batavia  to  the  Shach  of  Perfia. 
He  was  preceded  by  fix  elephants,  fent  as  a  prefent  to 
the  King  by  the  govemour.  He  bad  a  numerous  re-' 
tinue,  and  was  attended  by  feverat  gentlemen,  and 
made  as  grand  an  appearance  as  if  he  had  been  a 
minifter  from  any  court  of  Europe.  He  took  up  hi^ 
lodgings  at  the  Dutch  faftory.  Mr  Kettler  told  me, 
that  he  was  born  in  Courland^;  that,  in  his  youth,  he 
inlifted  as  a  foldier  in  the  fervice  pf  the  Dutch  £aft« 
India  company}  by  his  uncommon  abilities  he  had 
raifed  himfelf  from  that  bw  fituation  to  the  honour^ 
able  place  be  now  held* 

The  following  day,  Mr  Kettler  fent  two  of  his  re* 
tinue  to  compliment  our  ambaifador :  And,  both  our 
gentlemen  being  indifpofed^  I  was  fent  next  day  to  re- 
turn the  compliment. 

The  28th,  I  dined  at  the  Dutch  houfe,  wliere  we 
had  a  grand  entertainment. 

June  2d,  the  ambafiador  intended  to  go  a-hunting, 
and  to  take  a  view  of  the  coimtry  about  Ifpahan*  But 
an  officer  came  from  court,  defiring  him  to  delay  it 
till  anqther  opportunity  ;  for  the  Shach  had  pitched 
on  that  day  to  vifit  a  country-houfe,  in  company  with 
his  ladies  ^  T>n  which  occafions  it  is  death  for  any  one 
to  be  fecn  near  the  place  where  the  coiut  pafles.  To 
prevent  accidental  tranfgreffions  in  this  refped,  a  cryer 
k.  previoufly  defpatched  to  warn  the  inhabitants,  who 
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proclainis  through  the  ftreets,  and  al(Hig  the  road,, 
that  nobody,  under  pain  of  death,  (hall  appear  either 
in  the  way,  or  from  any  houfe  near  it,  by  which  his 
majefty  and  the  ladies  are  to  march.  The  Shach  rides 
on  horfeback,  attended  only  by  eunuchs.  The  ladies 
are  mounted  aftride,  fome  on  horfes,  others  on  mules 
and  affes.  They'  are  all  veiled  with  white  muflin,  fo 
that  nothing  can  be  feen  of  them  but  the  eyes  and 
nofe. 

The  Perfians  tell  a  pleafant  (lory  of  Shach  Abbafs's 
behaviour  on  an  occafion  of  this  nature.  The  Shach 
M  a  certain  time  was  riding  along,  attended  by  his 
concubines,  when  he  happened  to  meet  a  poor  country- 
fellow  upon  the  road.  He  was  immediately  brought 
before  the  King';  and,  expefting  inftant  death>  fell  on 
his  knees,  moft  fubmiffively  begging  pardon  for  fo 
heinous  an  offence,  and  pleaded  ignorance  in  his  ex« 
cufe,  having  neither  feen  nor  heard  of  any  cryer.  The 
prince  was  pleafed  with  the  fimplieity  and  innocence 
of  the  peafant,  ordered  him  to  take  courage,  and  all 
the  ladies  to  unveil ;  then  defired  him  to  pick  out  any 
of  his  concubines  he  liked  befl,  and  he  fhould  have 
her  for  a  wife.  This  treatment  difpelled  his  fear ;  he 
pitched  on  one  tha^  pleafed  him  moft.  The  Shach 
approved  fo  much  of  his  tafte  that  he  carried  him  to 
court,  where  he  foon  became  a  great  favourite* 

The  9th,  I  duied  at  the  Englifli  feftory,  where  Mr 
Coppin,  and  the  other  gentlemen  belonging  to  the 
company,  received  me  in  the  moft  friendly  manner. 
The  day  was  very  hot ;  and  in  the  evening  we  fupped 
near  a  fountain  in  the  garden.  On  a  fudden  we  felt 
a  guft  of  wind,  as  hot  as  if  it  had  come  from  the 
piouth  of  an  event    It  was  foozi  over  without  any 
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bad  efEeft.  But  I  was  informed  that  thefe  hot  'vtrmds 
are  very  dangerous,  in  travelling  over  the  deferts,  an4 
often  kill  people  immediately.  The  only  refource, 
on  perceiving  them  coming,  is  to  fall  down  fl«,  with 
the  face  to  the  ground,  and  continue  in  that  pofture 
till  they  are  gone. 

On  the  1 2th,  the  ambaffador  had  a  third  audience 
of  the  Shach  at  Farrabbatt,  a  country-houfe  near  the 
city.  It  is  an  extremely  pleafant  place,  adorned  with 
gardens,  fountains,  and  cafcades,  furrounded  with 
parks  for  all  kinds  of  game.  While  we  were  at 
iiipper  on  the  terrace,  we  had  a  fqual  of  wind,  which 
almoft  carried  away  every  thing,  and  aftually  fwept  off 
the  thin  broad  cakes,  which  the  Perfians  ufe  in- 
ilead  of  napkins. 

The  1 6th,  Monfieur  Ricard,  whom  I  mentioned  2Ut 
Tauris,  and  twelve  miffionaries  of  different  orders, 
were  invited  to  dine  with  the  ambaffador.  Several 
of  thefe  gentlemen  had  been  long  in  India  and  E*. 
thiopia,  which  rendered  their  converfation  very  enter- 
taining. 

The  2 1  ft,  the  ambaffador  was  invited  to  dinner  by 
the  devettar,  or  keeper  of  the  great  feal  and  ftandiflx. 
Here,  as  in  all  other  countries,  this  is  an  office  of 
great  truft.  'We  were  entertained  with  more  mag- 
nificence than  by  the  prime  minifter,  or  even  at  court. 
.Soon  after  we  entered,  there  were  ferved  up  a  great 
variety  of  fweet-meats,  and  all  kinds  of  fruit  that  the 
Climate  afforded.  Coffee  and  fherbet  were  carried 
about  by  turns.  We  were  placed  crofs-Iegged  on  the 
carpets,  except  the  ambaffador,  who  had  afeat^  Pur- 
ing  this  part  of  the  feaft,  we  were  entertained  with  vo- 
cal and  iAftruxftental  mufic,  da»cing  boys,  tumbleVs, 

puppets. 
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puppets,  and  jugglers  :  All  the  performers  executed 
their  parts  with  great  dexterity.     Two  of  them  comi- 
terfeiting  a  quarrel,  one  beat  off  the  other's  turban 
ivith  his  foot,  out  of  which  dropped  about  fifteen  or 
^venty  hrge  ferpents,  which  run  or  crawled  about 
^he  room*     One  of  them  came  towards  me  with  great 
ipeed,  which  foon  obliged  me  to  quit  my  place.     On 
leeing  us  alarmed,  they  told  us  the  creatures  >were  al- 
together inoffenfive,  as  their  teeth  had  been  all  drawn 
jout.     The  fellow  went  about  the  room  and  gathered 
them  again  into  his  turban,  like  fo  many  eels.    The 
'victuals  were  now  ferved  in  a  neat  and  elegant  man« 
ner.     Every  thing  was  well  dreffed  in  the  Perfian 
iafiuon*    Our  heft  m^s  very  cheerful,  and  contributed 
every  thing  in  his  power  to  pleafe  his  guefls.     He  ex-* 
<ufed  himfelf  handfomely  enough  for  not  hlaving  wine, 
as  it  was  not  then  ufed  at  court. 

On  the  2^3^  the  Maymander  Bafha  brought  a 
•meflage  from  the  Shach  to  the  ambaifador,  intimating, 
that  the  bufmefs  of  his  emba%  being  now  fiuiflied,  he 
might  choofe  his  own  tipie  to  depart.  This  was  not 
very  agreeable  news  to  the  ambaffador,  who  alleged, 
that,  before  he  could  procure  fUpping,  to  tranfport 
him  to  Aftrachan,  the  feafon  would  be  far  advanced, , 
and  oblige  him  to  winter  in  ibme  part  of  Perfia. 

July  ift,  the  Shach  feat  the  ambaffador,  and  the 
principal  parts  of  his  retinue,  what  the  Perfians  call 
the  kaiatt.  It  confiUs  of  a  tunic,  a  long  rob  of  gold 
and  filver  fluff,  a  fefh  and  turban,  and  Jbme  pieces  cf 
Perfian  iilk,  whereof  about  ten  or  a  dozen  fell  to  my 
ihare.  The  whole  value  was.  not  confiderable  ;  but 
the  Shach  beflows  this  marl:  of  favour  to  all  foreign 
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minifters  who  come  on  friendly  errands.  On  this 
occafion,  he  fent  the  ambaffador,  in  particular,  a  pre-» 
fent  of  two  fine  horfes  from  his  own  ftables. 

The  3d,  the  ambaffador  had  his  laft  audience  of 
the  Shach,  at  a  palace  in  the  city  ;  when  he  received 
an  anfwer  to  the  Czar's  letter,  and  immediately  took 
leave  (landing,  without  further  ceremony. 

The  8th,  the  Shach  fent  the  ambaffador  another 
prefent,  confifting  of  an  elephant,  two  lions,  two  leo- 
pards, fix  monkeys  of  different  kinds,  three  parrots, 
^  two  white  and  one  green,  three  fine   horfes,  and  aa 

•  Indian  bird,  called  myana  ;  it  is  in  colour,  fhape,  and 

fize,  like  a  black-bird,  and  whilHed  a  very  fine  note, 

Auguft  the  3d,  we  began  to  prepare  for  our  journey 

j^  hoaieward,  which  took  up  much  time.     The  i8th, 

\  we  removed  from  our  lodgings  in  the  city  to  a  houfe 

belonging  to  the  Shach,  in  the  northern  fuburbs,  callr 

ed  Tauchtzy. 

The  26th,  I  took  leave  of  my  friend  Mr  Coppin, 
who  fet  out  this  day  on  his  journey  to  England,  by 
way  of  Aleppo.  The  Englifli  fa£lory  at  Ifpahan  are 
very  well  fituatcd  in  the  middle  of  the  city,  bave  a 
fpacious  garden  adjoimng,  and  are  feparated  from  the 
reft  of  the  town  by  a  wall.  Moft  of  the  great  houfcs 
in  the  city  are  furrounded  in  the  fame  manner,  which 
renders  it  very  extcnfive. 

Ifpahan  is  fituated  nearly  in  thirt)^-twn  degrees 
.  north  latitude,  on  a  fruitful  plain,  in  the  province  of 
Hierack,  ancrcntly  the  kingdom  of  the  Parthians. 
About  three  or  four  Englifh  miles  diftant  from  the 
city,  to  the  fouth,  runs  an  high  ridge  of  mountains 
from  eaft  to  weft,  Shach  Abbafs  the  Great  transferr- 
ed 
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ed  the  feat  of  the  Perfian  government  from  Cafbin 
to  this  place. 

Ifpahan  is  plentifully  fupplied  with  water  from  the 
river  Schenderoo,  wliich  runs  between  the  city  and 
the  fuburbs,  keeping  its  courfe  to  the  north*  It  rifes 
near  the  city,  and  is  fordable  almoft  every  where,  un- 
lefs  during  great  rains,  which  feldom  happen*  After 
pafGng  this  place,  its  courfe  is  but  ihort,  for  it  foon 
lofes  itfelf  in  dry  parched  plains.  Over  the  Schen- 
deroo  thefc  are  three  (lately  ftone-bridges  in  fight  of 
one  another ;  but  the  one  in  the  middle,  betwixt  tlie 
city  and  that  part  of  the  fuburbs  called  J  alpha,  which 
terminates  the  fpacious  ftreet  Tzar-bach,  far  exceeds 
any  ftrudure  of  that  kind  I  ever  faw.  It  is  broad, 
enough  for  two  carriages  and  a  horfeman  to  pafs  a- . 
bread,  and  has  galleries  on  each  fide,  which  are  cov- 
ered, for  the  convenience  of  people  on  foot ;  and 
vratchmen  are  ftationed  at  each  end  to  prevent  difor- 
ders.  There  are  few  houfes  in  the  town  which  have 
not  their  chaufes,  i,  e^  ciftems  of  water,  conveyed  in 
pipes  from  the  river  :  A  mpfl  falutary  and  refrefhing 
circumftance,  in  fuch  a  dry  and  fultry  climate. 

The  city  is  populous,  and,  as  1  already  obfer%'ed, 
very  extenfive.  As  moft  of  the  inhabitants  have 
their  houfes  apart,  furrounded  with  gardens,  planted 
with  fruit  and  other  trees,  at  a  diftance  it  appears 
like  a  city  in  a  foreft,  and  affords  a  very  agreeable 
profpeft. 

The  ftreets  are  generally  very  narrow  and  irregular, 
except  that  leading  to  the  great  bridge,  already  men- 
tioned.    This  noble  ftreet  is  very  broad  and  ftraight, 

and  near  an  Engliih  mile  in  length«    On  each  fide 
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are  the  King's  pahces,  courts  of  juftice,  and  the' 
academies  for  the  education  of  youth^  with  two  rows 
of  tall  chinar  trees,  which  afford  a  fine  fliade.  Thefe 
trees  h  ave  a  fmooth  whitifb  bark,  and  a  broad  leaf, 
like  the  plane*tree.  At  certain  diftances,  there  are 
fountains  of  water  that  play  continually,  round  which 
are  fpread  carpets ;  and  thidier  the  Perfians  refort 
to  drink  coffee,  fmoke  tobacco,  and  hear  news  ;. 
which,  I  muft  oonfefs,  is  rery  agreeable  in  hot  weather. 

About  half  a  mSie  below  the  city  is  a  fine  plain 
upon  the  banks  of  the  river,  where  the  Perfians,  every* 
evening,  exercife  &eit  horfes  in  riding,  and  accuftom 
them  to  the  (^charge  of  fire-arms.  They  alfo  ihoot 
at  butts^  with  bows  and  arrows,  and  throw  blunted 
darts  at  one  another;  at  which  they  appear  very 
dextrous.. 

The  city  is  alhwft  quite  defencelefs,  having  only  a^* 
flight  wall  round  it,  built  of  mud  dried,  by  the  fun,, 
which  is  broken  down  in  many^  places ;  fo  that,  if  the^ 
army  is  defeated  in  the  field,  Ifpahan  cannot  defend, 
itfelf  one  day ;  for  even  all  the  artillery  I  few  confift- 
ed  of  about  twenty  brafs  cannon,  which  flood  in  the 
grand  court  before  the  palace-gate,  and  were  *more 
for  parade  than  real  ufe. 

The  houfes  here,  as  in  other  places  of  Perfia,  are. 
generally  built  with  bricks  hardened  by  the  fun.  The 
roofs  are  flat,  ajid  covered  with  a  terrace.  They  make 
but  a  mean  appearance  from  the  flreet,  though  withift 
they  are  neat  and  clean,  and  very  convenient  Ibr  the 
Perfian  manner  of  life.  The  Shach's  palaces,  the 
public  edifices,  and  the  houfes  of  all  perfons  of  dif- 
tindion,  arc  built  with  flone. 

As 


its  the  ftreets  are  iiot  paved,  when  it  is  vrmdj^  the 
city  18  fomedmes  involved  in  fuch  a  doud  of  dtiffi 
that  the  fuB  18  fcarcely  viiSble.  Thfs  obliges  At  m- 
habitants  to  water  ifte  fti:eet8  at  leaft  ei^ry  evenings 
Thefe  gufts  of  iraid  are  very  diiagreeaWe ;  but  they 
liappen  feldoin,  and  are  of  ihort  durationr 

At  Ifpahaa  are  many  manufadories  of  filk  and  cof«r 
ton,  and  a  grekt  many  filk  worms  in  the  neighbour*' 
hood.  i\8  the  eonfumption  of  filk  is  very  eoafider^r 
able  at  this  place,  Iktle  of  it  is  exported.  The  making 
cafpets,,  however,  employs  the  greateft  number  c^ 
hands ;  for  which  the  demand  is  gre^f,  as  they  are" 
preferable  in  quality,,  defign,  and  colour,  to  any  made 
eUewhere. 

The  fields  s^out  the  city  are  very  fertife,  and  pixK 
duce  plentiful  trops  of  excellent  wheat  and  barley  ;: 
but  then  they  muft  all"  be  watered^  on  account  of  the 
drynefe  of  the  foil,  which  is  a  work  of  labour  and 
ezpence.    Befides  thefe,  I  faw  na  other  grain. 

The  Peifian^  tread  o«t  their  com  with  oxen  or  a£ks» 
Fort  this  puipofe,  they  make  a  circle,  about  twenty  or 
thirty  feet  in  (fiameter,  on  the  circumference  whereof 
the  (heaves  are  liaid.  Their  is  a  light  fledge  or  hurdk 
drawn  by  the  cattle,  in  which  the  driver  iits,  and 
dixeds  them  round  and  round,  as  often  as  is  neceflary  j 
and  new  {heaves  are  always  added  when  the  former 
ones  are  trodden  fufficiently.  This  operation  alfo^ 
fbftens  the  ftraw,  and  renders  it  very  good  provender* 
There  is  no  hay  in  Perfia  j  and  the  beft  horfes  are 
kept  in  a  condition  (^for  any  fervice  by  this  food  and 
a  fciall  quantity  of  dried  barley  twice  a-day, 

Thev 
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They  have  flocks  of  large  flieep,  whereof  the  muf^ 
ton  is  very  good,  but  the  wool  coarfe.  In  the  pro- 
vmce  of  Karamenia,  indeed,  they  have  exceeding  iSne 
wool,  fome  of  which  I  have  feen  little  inferior  to  filkw 
Their  homed  cattle  are  buffalos,  which  afford  them 
milk,  and  are  ufed  in  plowing  the  ground,  and  draw- 
ing carriages.  They  have  alfo  the  common  kind  of 
cattle  of  different  fizes.  The  better  fort  of  people  eat 
chiefly  mutton  and  fowls,  but  very  little  beef. 

Befides  the  cattle  I  have  mentioned,  there  is  another 
kind^  having  a  high*  rifing  upbn  the  flioulder,  with 
clean  limbs,  which  are  very  handfome. 
^'  As  I  have  formerly  obferved,  that  the  Perfians 
make  ufe  of  ice  to  cool  their  water  in  fummer,  it  may 
be  aflced,  where  are  got  fuch  quantities,  in  fo  hot  a  cli- 
mate, as  are  daily  fold  in  the  ftreets  for  that  purpofc  ? 
I  was  informed^  that  there  were  people  who  made  it 
their  bufinefs  to  watch  the  frofl:y  nights,, in  the  winter 
feafon  j  on  which  occafions  they  went  to  the  moun- 
tains near  the  city,  and  threw  water  oa  certain  places, 
which  being  frozen,  they  continued  to  repeat  the 
operation  till  the  ice  was  of  convenient   thicknefs } 

m 

then  ,they  cut  it  in  pieces j  and  carry  it  into  caves, 
hewn  in  the  rocks,  where  it  is  preferved  during  the 
fummer.  What  they  cannot  carry  off  before  the  fui> 
rifes  is  covered,  to  defend  it  from  his  heat. 
;  While  I  remained  at  Kpahan,  I  vifited  the  Shach's 
aviary.  It  contains  a  great  variety  of  all  kinds  of 
birds,  many  of  which  had  come  from  India,  and  other 
foreign  parts.  Among  the  reft  were  a  couple  of  tur-« 
keys^  which  it  feems  are  rare  birds  in  Perfia.  The 
place  is  very  neat  and  •  elegant.     The  aviary  is  about 
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fifteen  feet  high,  and  covered   >pwth  a  net-work  of 
brafs-wire,  to  prevent  the  birds  flying  away. 

Provifions  of  all  kinds  are  very  dear  at  Ifpahan, 
'  which  is  fufliciently  apparent  from  the  number  of  poor 
that  go  about  the  ftreets.  Nothing,  however,  is  fo  ex- 
travagantly high  as  fire-wood. 

The  Roman  catholics  have  three  convents  in  the 
city,  viz.  thofe  of  the  Carmelites,  Capuchins,  and 
Auguftins.  The  Jefuits  and  Dominicans  have  their 
fcparate  convents  in  the  fuburbs  of  Julpha,  which  is 
inhabited  by  Armenians,  who  are  allowed  the  free 
exercife  of  their  religion. 

There  is  a  confiderable  number  of  Jews  in  the  city, 
who  are  either  merchants  or  mechanics. 

In  the  neighboorhood  of  the  city  is  a  tribe  of  peo- 
ple, called  by  the  Pcrfians  Giaur,  who  worfhip  fire, 
being  the  pofterity  of  the  ancient  inhabitarits  of  thia 
country,  who  paid  divine  honours  to  that  element. 
They  are  a  poor  indolent  race,  and  live  in  nafly  huts, 
or  in  tents.  They  fpeak  a  different  language  from 
the  ftrfians  j  have  black  hair,  and  are  of  a  fwarthy 
complexion.  They  have  fome  fheep  and  cattle ;  but 
many  of  them  go  about  the  ftreets  begging. 

About  three  or  four  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  the 
city,  are  to  be  feen  the  ruins  of  a  tower  on  the  top  of 
a  mountain,  where  it  is  faid  Darius  fat  when  Alexanr 
der  the  Great  fought  the  fecond  battle  ^ith  the  Per* 
iians.  I  was  alfo  told  that,  about  two  days  journey 
from  Ifpahan,  are  diftinguifhable  the  remains  of  the 
fomb  of  Queen  Eafter,  a  lady  celebrated  in  holy  "writ 
fqr  many  virtues.    Thefe,  and,  many  other  places,  I 
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intended  to  have  examined  on  the  fpot,  but  was  ua-' 
luckily  prevented,  for  want  of  time. 

While  we  lay  at  Tauchtzy,  waiting  for  horles  and 
camels,  two  of  our  fervants  were  ft\mg  with  fcorpions  i 
but  were  foon  cured,  by  timely  application  of  the  oil 
of  fcorpions,  prepared  after  the  Perfian  manner,  with- 
<Hit  any  other  remedy*  The  jackals  made  a  difinal 
howiiog  under  our  windows  every  night. 

I  have  now  finiihed  my  obfervations  on  whatever 
ibemed  mod  remarkable  in  and  about  the  dty  of  Ifpa« 
lian.  I  fhail  only  add,  that,  among  the  many  lofty 
and  pompous  titles  which  this  mighty  monarch  af- 
fumes,  there  are  fome  very  extraordinary ;  of  which 
1  ihall  mention  one,  ^  That  the  ^eateft  kings  of  the 
<  earth  may  think  it  an  honour  to  drink  out  of  his 
*  borfes  footfteps.'  Several  more  inftances  might  be 
l^ven,  in  the  Oriental  ftile,  fiiUy  as  extravagant, 

Ths  SffAcs's  Palaces. 

1.  Tzel  Sootun,  or  that  of  forty  pillars. 

2.  Tevela  Telear,  near  the  ftables. 

3«  Hafla-Behaii,  chambers  of  paradife, 
4«  Othiat  Tallard,  near  the  Haram* 

5.  Guldefta,  houfe  of  eunuchs. 

6.  Tauchtzy,  at  the  north  entry. 

7.  Farrabbatt,  fouth-eaft  from  the  city. 

Ferfia  is  at  prefent  divided  into  fixteen  provinces, 
many  of  them  of  great  extent.  I  Ihall  mention 
thcffprcfent  names,  and,  under  them,  thofe  they  feem 
{0  have  borne  among  the  ancients. 

I* 
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>i.  Turkomania, 

Great  Araien&i. 
a.  Diarbeck, 

Mdbpatamia. 
y.  Kusdiftan, 

Partof  Aflyria. 
«4.  Hierack  Arabee, 

Chaidea,  or  Babylon. 
5.  Hierack  Aggemy, 

Region  of  the  Parthians. 
:€•  Shorvan, 

Towards  the  north-weft  coaft  of  the  Gafpian 
Sea. 
^.  Guilan  and  Mefanderan, 

Hyrcania. 
:8.  Aftrabatt, 

Margiana. 
9*  Ufbeck, 

Ba&ria. 
'io«  Korafiai\» 

Aria. 
ti.  Sableftan, 

Parapomifia. 
12.  Sigtflan, 

Drangiana. 
,13.  Arachofia. 
14*  Machran. 
.15.  Karamenia,   ' 

Reaching  to  the  gulph  of  Ormus. 
16.  Pharfiftan^ 

Old  Perfta,  wh^eof  Perfepolis  was  the  capital 
city. 

M  '  I 


90  AJOURKBV 

I  have  added  the  ancient  names  according  to  the 
belt  information  I  could  procure ;  for,  under  the  va-« 
rious  revolutions  of  this  country,  the  records  have 
been  almoft  wholly  either  loft  or  deftroyed  :  So  that 
the  Periians  themfelves  know  very  litUe  of  the  ancien( 
hiftory  of  their  country. 
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CHAP,     VII, 


l^QM  ISPAHAN  TO  SHAMACHY ;   OCCURRENCES  DURINQ 

OUR  STAY  THERE. 

September  ift,  having  procured  horfes  and  camelsj^ 
and  every  thing  neceffary,  and  having  alfo  got  a  con- 
dudior  from  the  Shach,  we  this  day  left  Ifpahaii  in 
order  to  return. to  Ruffia,  We  travelled  (hort-Aagea 
along  the  fame  road  by  whigh  we  came  to  Ifpahan. 
Little  material  happened  for  a  confiderabte  time,  and 
I  (hall  not  repeat  what  I  formerly  ohferved ;  I  ihall  on^ 
ly  take  notice,  that  many  of  the  places  through  which 
we  pafled  were  much  infefted  by  ftrong  gangs  of  h%h-t 
way-men.  We  w^re  therefore  obliged  to  travel  very 
cautipufly,  and  to  keep  our  people  together  near  the. 
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t>aggage^  but  particularly  to  procure  a  fafe  caravanferjr 
for  our  lodgings.  The  weather  continuing  very  hot, 
'Was  the  reafon  of  our  making  eafy  marches  ;  and  thefe 
chiefly  in  the  mornings  and  evenings^  and  fometimes 
in  the  night,  when  it  could  be  done  with  fajfety. 

We  travelled  in  this  manner  till  the  a6th  of  Septem^ 
ber,  when  we  arrived  at  a  village  called  Arrazant^ 
iw^here  we  lodged^  N^xt  day,  inftead  of  purfuing 
the  fame  route  by  Tauris,  we  turned  to  the  right,  and 
took  the  road  leading  to  Cafbin  and  Guilan^ 

The  27  th,  we  proce«ded  five  agatz  to  Membereck ; 
and  the  28th  four,  to  the  city  of  Caibin.  'i  his  place 
is  fituated  in  a  fpacious  plain,  having  a  ridge  of  high 
mountains  to  the  north.  I  mentioned  formerly,  that 
Cafbin  was  once  the  feat  of  government,  and  the  refi* 
dence  of  the  Periian  nionarchs^  Th^e  are  ftill  to  be 
feen  the  ruins  of  many  (lately  mofques,  palaces,  and 
other  public  edifices.  The  city  appears  to  have  been^ 
in  former  times^  very  large  and  fiouriihing,  but  is 
now  much  contraded  and  decayed. 

The  plague  raged  here  all  the  preceding  /ummer^ 
which  had  almoft  depopulated  the  place :  And,  al^ 
though  the  fury  of  that  contagious  diflemper  was 
much  abated,  people  continued  to  die  daily,  which 
maide  us  refolve  to  remain  no  longer  than  was  abfo^ 
Intely  neceffaryi  in  order  to  prepare  things  for  our 
journey  to  Guilan.  This  could  not  be  foon  accomp- 
liflied  at  a  time  of  fuch  pubKc  calamity. 

In  the  mean  time,  many  of  our  people  were  feized 
ivith  peftilential  fevers,  who  all  recovered  but  oncr 
He  died  suddenly,  with  the  ufual  fymptoms  of  the 
plague.*    I  and  feverai  of  our  people  were  likewil'e  ta^ 
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icen  widi  fevers,  occaikxncd  by  otir  being  lodged  itfi 
^oufes  where  the  Perfians  had  lately  died.  Thefe 
circumftances  made  the  ambailador  refolve  to  leave 
the  place  at  all  events.  During  the  time  therefore 
which  we  were  obliged  to  wait  for  hor&s  and  camek, 
we  removed  out  of  town  about  a  mile,  to  a  gajrden 
belonging  to  the  Shach,  provided  for  us  by  the 
commandant  of  the  city  and  province.  Here  we  fet 
U£  our  tents  ;  and  in  this  fituation,  by  the  help  of 
free  air  and  good  water,  our  people  recovered  fui^rif- 
ingly ;  to  that,  in  a  feort  time,  moft  of  them  were  able 
ro  ride,  another  gentleman  only  and  myfelf  were 
carried  in  Utters  between  two  mules. 

The   1 2  th  of  O^lober,  we  fet  out  again,  purfuing 
our  journey  northwards     After  ttaveliing  about  twa 
leagues  throug])  a  plain,  we  afcended  aa  high  and 
fteep  mountaiiii    and,    proceeding  (mward  about  a 
league,  came  to  a  fmall  village  where  we  lodged.     Ali- 
the  inhabitants  had  forfaken  their  houfes«     Whatever 
elfe  was  wanting,  we  had  here  the  comfort  c^  pure 
air,  which  had  fuch  an  efie&  on  me,  that  next  ^day  I " 
was  able  to  mount  on  horfeback,  though,  at  fetting . 
out^  I  was  fcarcely  in  condition  to  bear  the  eafy  mo* 
tion  of  the  litter. 

We  continued  our  journey,  afcending  and  defeend-  • 
ing  many  fteep  rocks  and  mountains  for  four  days,, 
when  we  arrived  at  Menzyly,  a  little  town  fituated 
in  a  charming  valley  ;  where  grow  abundance  of  ci- 
trons, oranges,  olives,  befide  grapes  and  other  fruits. 
Thefe  I  own  were  tempting  objeds  ;  but  fad  experience 
taught  many  of  us  to  value  ihem  no  more,  than  floes 
or  bramble  berries.  Menzyly  is  governed  by  a  kalen« 
tar  or  judge ;  it  is  a  pretty  romantic  place,  encompafs- 
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tfd  by  faigh  mountains  on  all  fidefi,  which  decline  ta 
the  north,  and  are  covered  with  grafs.  Thia  k  a  rar^ 
fight  in  Perfia,  and  is  cauibd  hy  the  gneat  autumnal 
rains ;  for  along  the  fouth^  coaft  of  the  Cafpian  Sea» 
it  rains  at  this^feafon,  almoft  without  intermiiliony  for 
the  fpace  of  fix  weeks  or  two  months.  In  this  and- 
the  neighbouring  liilages  are  bred  a  gr^t  number  of 
filk-wonns,  which  produce  the  befl  and  greateft 
quantities  o£  raw  filk  made  in  the  province  of  Giiiian  ^ 
;Brom  whence  it  is  exported  by  the  Armenian  merch*^ 
ants,  partly  through  RufSa  to  Holland,  and  partly  bf- 
land  to  Aleppo,  for  the  Levant  trade* 

Having  ftaid  two  days  at  Menzyly,  we  iet  out  agai^ 
in  heavy  rains,  through  deep  roads,  which  g^eatty 
incommoded  our  camels  :  for  they  often  flipped,  an4' 
ibmetimes  fell  down  under  their  burthens  :  However,- 
in  five  days  we  reached  Refhd,  the  capital  of  the" 
province  of  Guilan*. 

Refhd  i^znds  in  a  plain,  fuirounded  with  great 
lififoods  on  every  fide,  about  a- day's  journey  from  the 
neareft  (hore  of  the  Cafpian  Sea,  where  is  a  very  gooi 
harbour  for  ihips  of  fmall  burthen.  - 

The  Hoofes  are  thinly  fcattered,  refembling  rather 
si  large  village  than  a  town»     As  the  ground  at  tbis^ 

place  is  very  fiat^  the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to  chufi; 
the  dryeft  places  to  build  on.  In  the  market  place,  { 
&w  about  eight  pieces  of  camicoi^  mounted  on  fprry 
earriages  ;  among  which  was  a  neat  brafs  field^pieo^ 
i^th  the  name  of  that  noted  Prince  the  Duke  6f  H^k 
ftein  Gottorp  upon  it :  It  ieems  to  have  been  leh  hevf- 
accidentally  by  the  ambairadors  of  that  Duke  to  th( 
AoBi  Shach  of  i^erfia. 

The 
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The  houles  are  mean,  in  comparifon  ^vith  thofe  ifl 
other  parts  of  Perfia ;  the  roofs  are  raifed  and  tiled^ 
to  carry  oflf  the  great  fells  of  rain. 

The  marfhes  and  pools,  with  which  Reflid  h  fur-^ 
rounded,  renders  it  very  unhealthy,  efpecially  in  the 
heat  of  fummer,  wh^i  it  is  often  vifited  with  the  pefti-*' 
lence  ;  and,  although  it  is  a  place  of  the  greateft  plen-^ 
ty,  the  inhabitants  look  as  half  ilarved.  I  was  told 
they  were  obliged  to  confine  themfelves  to  a  fcanty 
diet  J  that,  if  they  allowed  themfelves  the  lead  indul- 
gence, even  fo  far  as  to  eat  their  rice  with  butter,  they 
were  liable  to  agues,  the  reigning  diftemper  in  this 
climate.  Many  of  our  people  were  aftually  feized- 
with  thefe  agues,  though  none  of  them  proved  mortah 
Here,  as  at  the  capitals  of  the  other  provinces,  we 
were  obliged  to  remain  a  confiderable  time,  much 
longer  than  we  inclined  j  for  every  province  bears  the 
expence  of  ambaffadors,  from  the  time  they  arrive  at 
its  capital,  till  they  reach  the  capital  of  the  next  pro- 
vince, where  frefli  fupplies  of  money  and  cattle  are  to 
be  procured*  The  obtaining  thefe  things,  and  the 
rainy  weather,  detained  us  in  this  xiifagreeable  place. 
The  pools  are  full  of  frogs  that  chatter  like  magpies^ 
and  make  fuch  a  loud  croaking,  befides  their  chatter- 
ing, that  a  perTon  cannot  fleep  till  he  is  accuRomed  to 
that  noife. 

The  country  above  Refhd  is  very  fruitful,  particu* 
larly  in  rice,  which  grows  plentifully  on  the  marfhy 
grounds,  and  is  fufficient  to  fupply  mofl:  of  the  other 
provinces  of  Perfia ;  there  is  alfo  plenty  of  fnrit  natural 
to  the  climate.  The  Armenians,  who  inhabit  Relhd^ 
make  good  wine,  both  red  and  white  y  and  even  va 

the 
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the  -woods  you  may  fee  the  vines,  loaden  with  clufters 
of  grapes,  twifting  about  the  trees,  which  are  left  to 

the  birds,  as  they  are  not  worth  gathering  amid  fuch 
plenty. 

Great  flocks  of  fieldfares,  thrufhes,  blackbirds,  with 
vad  quantities  of  florks,  cranes,  fwans,  wild-geefe^ 
and  all  other  kinds  of  water-foul,  come  hither  from  tb^ 
north,  during  the  winter,  and  return  to  the  northern 
regions  in  the  fpring. 

The  ftaple  of  Guilan  is  raw  filk,  of  which  they 
make  great  quantities,  both  for  their  own  confump* 
don  and  for  exportauon. 

While  we  remained  at  Refhd,  two  ambafTadors 
arrived  from  the  Aijuka  Chan,  Prince  of  the  KoI»* 
muck-Tartars,  in  their  way  to  Ifpahan. 

November  9th,  we  left  Refhd,  and  travelled  through 
thick  woods  to  the  fliore,  along  which  we  kept  to  the 
left,  in  all  abput  five  ag^tz,  and  then  lodged  in  a 
frnall  empty  village. 

The  1 3tb,  we  proceeded  fix  agatz  to  a  fmall  town 
called  Keihker.  This  day  the  road  lay  through  plea- 
fant  woods.  At  fome  diftance  from  fea,  we  met  with 
fome  groves  of  orange  trees,  where  we  found  blof- 
foms,  ripe  and  green  fruit  on  the  fame  tree.  The 
great  rains  detained  us  fome  days  at  Kefhker ;  during 
which,  a  new  Maymander  arrived  from  Ifpahan,  who 
arrefled  the  former  one  for  fome  fault  he  had  com- 
initted  on  the  road. 

The  2oth,  we  travelled  from  Kefhker  to  the  fhore 
three  agatz,  and  halted  a  little  -,  then  along  the  fhore 
four  agatz  farther;  and  at  midnight  reached  an 
empty  village  j    a  difagrceable   circumftance,   aft^ 

marching 


marching  in  conftant  rain  the  whole  diy,  ^vhkli  TtaSt 
rendered  the  rivers  almoft  impaflable  to  camels. 

From  the  21ft  to  the  27th9  we  adfanced  along  the 
ihore.  The  roads  were  very  good.  At  laft  we  came 
-to  a  town  called  Aftsura,  where  we  balled  for  refrellw 
ment.  There  is  nothmg  remarkable  about  this  place^ 
except  it&  pleafant  fituation. 

December  ift,  we  reached  Siarsd^ent,  a  large  viU 
Jage.  And  next  day  Langgara,  fitoated  on  the  ftore 
at  the  mouth  of  a  river,  an  agatz  diflant  from  the  for<- 
mer.  And  the  3d  to  Kyziliagatch,  five  agatz  from 
Langgara.  This  day  we  pafled  along  feveral  large 
bridges,  over  very  deep  rivers.  In  great  rains,  and 
ftrong  northerly  winds,  thefe  rivers  fwell  above  thefar 
banks,  and,  fpceadicg  to  a  great  extent  romid  the 
f>ridges,'  render  them  impaffable. 

The  5th,  we  travelled  five  agatz  t6  Tzamacbava. 
}  was  furprifed  at  the  great  flocks  of  water^fowl  near 
this  place :  fo  numerous  were  they  that  one  of  our 
people  killed  eight  geefe  at  one  difcharge. 

The  7th,  we  entered  the  plains  of  Mugan.  I  dcf- 
eribed  what  feemed  moft  remarkable  in  this  defert, 
when  going  fouthward,  and  fhall  hot  recapitulate  any 
thing  1  formerly  obferved.  The  road  was  very  good* 
, We  lodged  at  the  river  Bulgara,  fix  agatz  from  Tza- 
macbava; the  water  of  the  river  is  muddy  and  brack- 
•ifh.  Next  day  we  advanced  feven  agatz.,  and  lodged 
again  in  tents  ^  for  there  are  no  houfes  in  this  plain^ 
and  only  pit  water,  very  brackifh. 

On  the  9th,  we  travelled  feven  agatz  to  fome  fmall 

'huts,  beyond  the  river  Kure,  which  we  pafled  on  a 

iiridge  of  bojtSt    We  pafTed  this  river  about  a  day's 

journey 
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Jourtiey  above  this,  place,  in  going  to  Ifpahan,  when 
1  made  my  rjcmarks  upon  it.  Seven  agatz  from  thefe 
huts  ftands  a  place  called  Karakurody,  the  laft  ftage 
in  the  d^ert,  where  we  lodged  on  the  i  ith^ 

The  1 2th,  we  arrived  at  Shamachy,  five  agatz  from 
the  laft  ftage;  Since  the  tune  we  left  this  place,  it 
had  fufFered  grievoufly  by  the  plague,  whiclh  raged 
here  all  the  preceding  fummer.  It  was  now  much 
abated  though  not  quite  extinguiftied.  This  was  a 
difagreeable  circumftance ;  many  of  our  people  werjC 
iiddy,  and  two  of  them  died  of  the  diftemper ; 
for  the  empty  houfes,  where  the  Perfians  had  died, 
notwithflanding  every  precaution,  particularly  fmoak- 
ing  the  walls,  ftill  proved  infectious. 

I  was  informed,  that  about  feventy  thoufand  per- 
Jxm&  had  been  carried  oiF  by  the  peftilence  within  the 
laft  eight  months,  in  Shamachy  and  the  province  of 
Shirvan^ 

The  15th,  my  old  acquaintance,  Monfieur  Yeiifky 
.the  Dant^icker,  whom  I  formerly  mentioned,  came 
.to  vifit  me.  .  He  was  fo  altered  by  ficknefs  that  J 
.fcarceiknewliim*     He  told  me  what  difmal  havock 
-the  plague  had  made,  particularly  in  his  own  family* 
1  aiked,  why  he  did  not  retire  to  the  country  for  bet- 
^ter  airi   His  anfwer  was,  whither  could  he  fly  from 
-God  Almighty!  This  I  Jfind  to  be  the  general  opinion 
x£  the  Mahometans,  both  Perfians  and  Turks.     The 
.fame  day  I  had  a  vifit  from  Father  Backond,  the  on- 
ly mi^nary  at  prefent  in  thefe  parts,  his  companion. 
Father  Ricard,  being  dead  of  the  plague. 

The  feafqn  being  now  far  advanced,  it  became  pro- 
per to  pitch  on  fo^e  place  for  winter-quarters.     The 

N  terrible 
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terrible  peftilence  which  had  prevailed  fo  long,  and 
with  fach  deftruftion,  greatly  deterred  us  from  chuf- 
ing  this  place.  The  fuperior  convenience,  however, 
of  it,  the  prefent  abatement  of  the  plague,  and  chief- 
ly becaufe  a  province  is  not  obliged  to  fupport  the 
expences  of  an  ambaflador  till  he  arrives  at  the  capi- 
tal, and  feveral  other  reafons,  determined  us  to  win- 
ter at  Shamachy^ 

January  15th,  171 8,  the  chan  came  to  town  from 
the  country  where  we  had  been  all  the  laft  fummer. 

The  2iil,  the  ambafTador  paid  the  chanaviiity 
which  was  returned  the  25tii', 

Nothing  material  happened  during  the  winter ;  on- 
ly we  often  heard  of  the  bad.  fuccdfs  of  the  Shach*s 
forces,  which  were  fent  to  Chandahar  againft  the 
rebel  Mery  Mahmut,  and  of  many  incurfions  into  the 
Perfian  provinces,  made  by  the  mountainei^rs  who  in- 
habit between  the  Black  and  Cafpistn  Seas. 

March  tcth,  one  of  our  gentlemen,  Monfieur  Lo* 
puchin,  was  fent  away  by  land  to  Aftrqchan,  with 
an  elephant  and  all  the  horfes..  He  was  efcorted  by 
thirty  Ruffian  foldiers,  and  fome  Aftrachan  Tartars. 
In  his  march,  between  Derbent  and  Terky,  he  was 
attacked  by  fgme  hundreds  of  the  mountaineers,  call- 
ed Shaff  kails,  who  killed  one  man  and  two  horfes, 
and  wounded  feveral  men  and  the  elephant.  Meet- 
ing, however,  with  a  warm  reception,  they  thought 
proper  to  retire,  but  carried  off  three  of  the  horfes. 
The  gentleman  arrived  fiifc,  without  any  further  mis- 
fortune, at  Aftrachan. 

April  14th,  fhips,  commanded  by  Captain  Rentle, 
arrived  at  Niezabatt,  in  order  to  tranfport  the  ambaf- 
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fador  to  Aftrachan.  He  could  not,  however,  proceed 
immediately  to  epibark,  for  we  were  obliged  to  wait 
for  an  anfwer  to  an  exprefs,  which  the  chan  had  dif- 
patched  to  Ifpahan"  on  affairs  of  importance,  which 
did  not  return  till  the  end  of  May,  All  of  us  impa- 
tiently defired  to  leave  Shamachy  before  the  great 
heat  came  on.  In  the  mean  time,  we  diverted  our- 
ielves  with  hunting.  I  went  often  to  fee  the  filk- 
worms  feeding  on  mulberry  leaves.  The  inhabitants 
were  apprehenfive  -that  the  plague  would  break  out 
again  in  the  fummer ;  and  we  had  already  buried 
twenty-two  of  our  people  fince  our  arrival  on  the 
frontiers  of  Perfia. 

On  the  night  of  the  eight  cdF  May,  there  were  fuch 
flafhes  of  lightning,  as  had  not  happened  in  the  me« 
mory  of  man;  though  the  night  was  dark,  I  could 
plainly  fee  the  cattle  in  the  adjacent  fields,  by  means 
af  the  corufcations ;  the  lightning  was  accompanied 
with  dreadful  claps  of  thunder,  which  lailed  above 
uvo  hours* 


CHAP. 
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FROM  SHAMACHV  TO  ST  PETERSBURGH. 


June  i6th,  vre  left  Shamachy,  and  in  four  day^ 
arrived  fafe  at  Niezabatt,  Dlrberc  we  found  fhips  wait* 
injg  to  receive  us. 

On  the  2 1  ft,  we  began  to  loid  the  veffels  with  all 
poflible  defpatch,  which  was  foon  accompliihed  by  the 
affiftance  of  fome  Rufs  foldiers,  who  had  wintered  at 
this  place.  Since  I  have  mentioned  thefe  foldiers,  I 
fhall  briefly  relate  how^  they  happened  to  be  on  this 
coaft. 

The  people  of  Chjva,  a  territory  eaftward  from 
the  Cafpian  Sea,  having  feveral  times  robbed  and 
plundered  fome  caravans  of  Ruffian  merchai^ts 
going  to  Bucharia,  his  Czarifli  Majefty  deter- 
mined  to  fend  a  fmall  body  of  regular  troops,  and 
fome  CoiTacks,  to  demand  fatisfadion  for  fuch  out- 
rages committed  in  time  of  peace.  For  this  purpofe^ 
Mr  Beckvitz,  a  captain  of  the  guards,  who  was  ap^* 
pointed  to  command  in  this  expedition,  repaired  tq 
./Vftrachan,  ux  fummer  1716,  in  onjer  to  make  all  thc^ 

aeceflkrj 
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sieceflary  preparatbns  agaanft  next  fpring.  Having 
accordingly  embarked  bis  men^  plrovifion^^  and  am* 
munition,  at  the  proper  feafon,  he  fleered  his  cotirfe 
along  the  Cafpia'n  Sea,  and  landed  at  a  place  called 
BLrafna-vooda,  i.  e.  red  water,  as  near  to  Chiva  as  h6 
conveniently  could.  This  place  was  barren  and  rniin* 
habited.  Having  therefore  moored  his  tranfportSj  h« 
ere&ed  a  fmall  fort  to  fecure  his  retreat,  in  eafe  of 
accidents. 

In  the  mean  thne,  he  fent  a  friendly  mefTage'to  the 
chan  of  Chiva,  to  notify  'his  arrival,  and  to  defire 
that  he  would  furnifli  him  with  provifions  and  quar- 
ters for  his  men  ;  for  which  he  offered  to  pay  ready 
money. .  The  crafty  Tartar  returned  for  anfwer,  that 
he  might  come  to  Chiva  with  the  greateft  fafety^ 
where  all  his  demands  ihould  be  granted.  At  th^ 
fame  time  fent  him  a  prefent  of  fruits  and  frefh  pro-* 
viiions,  an3  guides  to  condud  him  on  the  road^ 
accompanied  with  the  higheft  exprvtffion$  of  refpe£): 
to  his  Czarifh  Majefly.  Mr  Beckvitz  having  left 
about  three  hundred  men  in  the  fort^  to  guard  the 
camp  and  provifions,  proceeded  tvith  the  reft,  and  a 
few  field-pieces,  towards  Chiva. 

In  three  or  four  days,  he  arrived  in  the  neighbour-, 
hood  of  the  town,  where  he  was  met  by  feveral  of 
rhe  chiefs,  who  came  with  compliments  from  th^ 
chan,  and  to  fettle  matters  relative  to  the  cantonment 
of  the  foldiers.  This  particular  was  difficult  to  ad^ 
jufl. 

Mr  Beckvitz  infifled  that  all  his  men  fhould  bi 
quartered  m  the  town,  and  nothing  but  infatuation 
could  have  influenced  him  to  alter  fo  prudent  a  rdb^ 
lution*     But  the   Tartars  ftarted  many  objedions 

a^inft 
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againft  putting  it  in  execution,  and  pretended  tliat 
the  chan  and  themfelves  were  willing  to  agree  to  it, 
but  the  people  were  averfe,  and  jealous  of  having  fo 
many  armed  men  lodged  within  thur  walls ;  and 
therefore  they  propofed,  as  a  means  of  quieting  the 
minds  of  the  people,  that  he  fhould  feparate  his  men, 
in  order  to  be  quartered  more  conveniently  in  the 
adjacent  villages',  and  that  himfelf  Oiould  have  lodg- 
ings in  the  town,  with  a  fi^fficient  guard  to  attend 
him.  This  motion  was  ftrongly  oppofed  by  all  the 
old  officers,  who  looked  on  it  as  a  ftratagem  laid  for 
their  deftru£Hon*  And  fuch  in  reality  it  proved  in 
the  end. 

Mr  Beckyitz,  deluded  by  falfe  promiifes,  at  lail 
confented  to  canton  his  men.  No  fooner  were  they 
divided  into  imall  parties,  than  they  were  inclofed, 
and  attacked  by  great  numbers  of  Tartars,  and  moll 
of  them  either  killed  or  taken  prifoners,  who  were 
afterwards  fold  for  flaves.  A  few  of  them,  taking  the 
alarm,  flood  to  their  arms,  and  made  a  brave  defence, 
for  fome  time  endeavouring  chiefly  to  regain  their 
camp  and  fhips ;  but  having  a  barren  defert  to  pafs, 
and  the  Tartar  horfe  haraiEag  them  day  and  night, 
they  were  at  lafl  obliged  to  fubmit  to  fatal  necelfity. 
The  imprudence  of  the  general  was  the  fole  caufe  of 
ajl  thefe  misfortunes  ;  for,  being  in  no  want  of  pro* 
vifions  or  ammunition,  had  he  only  kept  his  men 
together,  the  whole  combined  power  of  thefe  Tartars 
could  not  have  prevented  his  regaining  the  camp  and 
Ihipping. 

The  camp  was  next  attacked  by  the  Tartars  ;  but 
they  were  repulfed  by  the  garrifon,  which  having 

now 
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now  mtelligence  of  what  had  paiTed  at  Chiva,  demo«» 
Kfhed  the  fort,  reimbarked  the  men  and  (lores,  and  fet 
fail  for  Aftrachan.  The  feafon  was  now  too  hx  ad- 
vanced to  gain  that  port ;  this  cffcumftance,  together 
with  hard  gates  of  contrary  winds,  obliged  them  to 
put  into  Niezabatt,  in  order  to  pafs  the  winter. 
Here  they  were  hofpitably  received  by  the  Perfians ;. 
and  tho,  prefence  of  the  ambaflador  at  Shamachy  con^ 
tributed  greatly  to  the  relief  of  thefe  poor  imfortunate* 
people. 

Unhappy  Beckvitz  himfelf  happened  to  be  taken  pri- 
fonen  He  was  fent  for  to  the  chan's  tent,  on  fome  pre^ 
tence  of  bufincfs,  where  they  firft  ftruck  oflF  his  bead^ 
then,  after  venting  their  barbarous  rage  on  his  dead 
body,  they  flayed  it,  and,  having  ftuffed  the  fkiii  wth' 
flraw,  placed  it,  u  miferable  fpoftacle,  on  one  of  the 
city  gates. 

This  unfortunate  gentleman  was  the  fon  of  a  petty 
prince,  or  chief  of  a  tribe,  in  Tzerkeflia,  and  had 
been  fent  to  Rulfia  in  his  infancy,  as  a  hoftage  for  his^ 
father's  fidehty. 

Being  how  on  the  point  of  departing  from  Perfia^ 
called  by  the  Perfians  Iran,  and  alfo  Pharfiftan,  I  (halt 
clofe  what  I  have  to  offer  regarding  that  countty,  by^ 
giving  a  li.l  of  the  principal  officers  of  date  who  at* 
tend  that  mighty  monarch  at  the  megilifs,  i.  e.  public 
audience  of  ambafTadors  ;  they  fit  in  the  hall  of  a^di- 

« 

«nce  according  to  their  refpedtive  ranks,  and  have  all' 

of  them,  on  thofe  occafions,  magnificent  capes,  and 

robes  of  ftate,  kept  in  the  king's  wardrobe  for  that 

purpoie. 
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1.  Jhe  Etmadowlett^  prime  minifterrf 

2.  Spailielaar,  general  in  chief. 

J.  Kurtfy  Baiha,  general  of  1 2,000  men.- 

4.  jKular-agafly,  diredor  of  the.prifons. 

J.  Tfengy  Baflia^  general  of  muiket;eers. 

j6.  lihek-agaffy  Bafha,  mafler  of  ceremonies^ 

7.  Div?ui  Begg,  chief  juftice. 

.8.  Toptfliy  Bafha,  mailer  oflheordnance* 

9-  Vaggian  Aviz,  fecrctary  of  ftate. 

104  AIeri(h-kaz  Bafha^  grand  falconer.. 

ai.  Dgevedar  Baiha^  general  of  the  artillery.* 

j^*  Milachurd  Baflta  Giloff,  mafter  of  horfe# 

S3.  Milachurd  Yaffy  Baiha,    mafter  of  the 

iteld'^horfes* 

14.  .      JColqpha^ 

15.  Mamalek,  comptroller  of  the  houfehold. 

16.  Kchaffa,  cabinet  fecretary. 

1 7.  Nazyr  Daftar^  fteward  of  the  houfehold* 
J  8.  Vifir  lipahan,  chief  magiftrate  of  Ifpahan^^ 
1 9.  Vifir  Kurtfy,  general  of  horfe. 

^o.  yifir  Kule. 

^  I  •  Chafnadar  Bafha,  chief  treafurer. 

i2.  Kaliphar  Kafhkar,    chief  judge   in   civil 

^aflfairs. 

^3.  Doroga  Taftar,  judge  of  the  city. 

;^4.  Sachapt  Tauchtzy. 

.?5«  Sachapt  Narvifs,  chief  aftrologer. 

a6.  Hakim  Baflia,  chief  phyiician. 

The  followmg  officers  attend  the  Shach  wherever 
^egoes. 
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*  X.  The  Ibnhim  jAga»  chief  of  the  eunuchs, 
n*         Teufli  Bofha^  chief  of  the  white  eunuchs. 
3*         Achinet  Aga^  irhief  of  the  black  euiiuchs* 

4.  Kfitch  Kuitfiiy^  fvord-bearer# 
5*         Tzatyn  Baflia^  quiyer^bearer. 

6.  Saddach  Kurt&y,  bow^^bearer* 
7*  T£ing  Kurt&y,  mu&et-bearer. 
8.         Bgid  £urtifay9  dart-bearer« 

9«         Kalchian  Kurtiby»  target-bearer. 

The  fbUoDring  are  the  chief  dgdors  of  the  law  of 

IVfahoiaet 

1.  Qadyr  Chafla,  the  lame  office  in  Perfia  as  that 

of  the  Mufti  in  Turkey. 

2.  Sadyr  Maounalek. 

3.  Fazyl. 

4*  Shach  Iflam. 

5.  Chazy. 

&  Mullah  Baflia. 

7.  Mudarafs. 

8.  Pifhnamafe. 

9.  Mutaihett  Bafha. 
10.  Moafham  Bafha. 

Thefe  are  the  principal  j  befides  whom,  there  are 
niany  other  officers,  too  numerous  to  recite.  With 
the  foregoing  lift  I  clofe  what  I  have  to  fay  regarding 
Perfia. 

The  2flth,  we  fet  fail  from  Niezabatt  with  a  fair 
wind  at  fouth«eafl,  which  lafled  only  a  few  hours ; 
after  which  we  were  becalmed  for  three  days. 

July  ad,  the  wind  became  again  fsdr,  and  carried 

us,  with  a  gentle  breeze,  out  of  the  deep  water  into 

•  O  foundings; 
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foundings  ;  but  turning  contrary,  we  caiae  to  anchor 
in  thirty  fathom  water,  where  we  lay  till  the'ioth^ 
when  it  blew  a  very  hard  gale,  which  drove  us  fron^ 
our  anchors  out  to  fea  ;  and^  continoing  ibr  two  days» 
brought  us  again  in  fight  of  the  Perfian  fliore,  which 
was  at  this  time  no  very  agreeable  objeft. 

The  1 3th,  the  wind  chopped  about  favourable,  an4 
fo  continued,  with  little  variation,  till  the  1 8th,  when 
we  arrived  fafe  at  Ai^rachan,  to  the  great  joy  of  all 
pur  company. 

September  7  th,  leaving  Aftrachan,  we  failed  up 
the  Volga.  Our  progrefs,^  contrary  to  the  courfe  of 
the  river,  was  very  flow  and  tedious.  In  calms,  the 
boats  were  drawn  up  by  men,  who  went  upon  the 
banks  ;  but,  in  hard  gales,  we  were  obliged  to  haul 
them  near  the  fide,  and  lie  ftill^ 

Oftober  1 2th,  after  a  voyage  of  five  weeks,  we 
arrived  at  the  town  of  Saratoff,  about  eight  hundre4 
verft  diftant  from  Aftrachan.  The  winter  drawing 
on,  prevented  our  farther  progrefs  by  water.  We 
therefore  unloaded,  and  difcharged  the  boats,  being 
refolved  to  remain  here  till  the  fiiow  fell,  when  we 
.  might  proceed  by  land  in  fledges. 

November  ift,  there  had  now  been  a  little  fall  of 
fhow,  fufScient  to  fmooth  the  roads,  and  this  day  we 
fet  out  from  Saratoff  in  fledges. 

The  3d,  we  came  to  a  little  town  called  Petrplky, 
ftbout  ninety  yerft  from  Saratpff. 

The  8th,  we  came  to  a  large  town  called  Penze, 
ninety  verft  from  the  former.  As  we  advanced  to  the 
north,  the  frofl  and  fnow  daily  increafed,  which  made 
|h^  ro?ids  very,  fmooth  and  eafy.    Before  we  I^  this 

plaee. 
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|>lace>  a  fudcfen  rain  obliged  us  to  halt  a  few  daysi 
Here  we  met  with  Brigadier  Kropoloff,  who,  with 
fome  regiments  of  dragoons,  had  winter  quarters  at 
this  place; 

llie  i4th^  the  froft  and  fnow  returning,  wefetout 
from  Penze^ 

The  1 5th J  we  reached  Saranlfcy,  eighty  verft 
from  the  former.  Here  we  found  many  Swedifh  of^ 
ficers,  taken  at  Pokava,  who  were  well  quartered  in 
a  plentiful  country. 

The  17th,  we  left  Saraniky,  and  the  21ft,  arrived 
at  Arsamafs,  an  hundred  verft  from  Saraniky. 

The  24th,  we  came  to  Murum,  360  verft  from 
Saratoff,  which  I  mentioned  in  going  fouthward  by 
"Water.  From  SaratofF  to  Petrofky,  the  country  is 
fomewhat  dry  and  barren  ;  but  the  reft  of  the  couji- 
try,  through  which  we  pafted,  is  very  fruitful,  pro- 
ducing all  kinds  of  com,  fine  voods,  particularly  of 
oaks,  interfperfed  with  many  villages )  and  the  face 
of  the  country,  conftantly  varied  by  plain  and  gently 
riling  grounds^  aflFords  a  moft  beautiful  profpeft. 
From  Murum  we  came  to  the  town  of  Wolodimir,  an 
hundred  and  thirty  verft  from  Murum.  This  place 
is-  large  and  well  peopled,  and  famous  for  being  for-> 
merty  the  refidence  of  a  great  prince  of  the  fame 
name. 

The  30th,  we  arrived  fafe  at  the  city  of  Mofco,  ati 
hundred  and  forty  verft  from  the  former,  and  fevep 
hundred  and  feventy  from  SaratofF. 

December  19th,  we  proceeded  towards  St  P^terf* 
burgh,  where  we  arrived  on  the  30th#  Nothing 
material  happetted  during  pur  return  through  RuiBa  ^ 

and 


io8  A  lotrn^xr 

and  what  vvas  mod  remarkable  in  the  cotmfry  I  defiail^'' 
ed  in  going  foothward.  I  cannot  help  taking  notice 
of  an  es^raordinary  cafe  of  one  of  our  peopfe^  in  aft 
excei&ve  cold  night*  The  fellbw,  expecting  to  baniik 
all  feeling  of  eoU  from  himfel^  drunk  a  large  quan^ 
tity  of  fpirits,  which  produced  a  drowfinefs,  that  end* 
ed  in  fleep  in  an  open  fledge.  On  arriving  at  a  vil- 
lage>  the  perfon  was  found  ftiff>  fpeechlefs,  and  ap* 
parently  quite  dtod ;  but  being  carried  to  a  brook 
hard  by,  and  plunged  federal  times  in  the  water,  and 
then  rubbed  with  ihow,  and  brought  into  a  warm- 
room,  with  proper  regimea  he  foon  recovered,  and 
was  able  to  proceed  next  day. 

I  have  often  obferved,  in  other  inftances,  diat  the 
ufe  of  fjMritous  liquors  in  cold  weather,  is  the  worft 
of  remedies;  for,  though  they  warm  at  fyfty  they 
feave  a  chilnefs  behind  them,  not  ta  be'  got  clear  of 
for  a  confiderable  time.  I  have  found  by  ejq>erience 
nothing  preferable  to  weak  warm  liquors^  mixed  with 
a  little  fpirits.  The  Ruflian  travellers  carefully  avoid 
the  exceifive  ufe  of  brandy  in  ftrong  frofts. 

Thus  I  have  finifhed^my  account  of  a  long,  tedious^ 
and  dangerous  journey,  which-  lafted  for  three  years, 
attended  with  many  difEculties,  not  eaiily  conceived 
by  thofe  who  have  not  travelled  the  fame  road.  At 
our  retufn  to  St  Peteriburgh,  we  found  his  Majefty 
at  that  places  who,  I  was  informed,  wa6  well  fatisfied 
with  the  conduct  of  His  ambaflador,  whofe  prindpat 
errand  was  to  cultivate  and  cement  amity,  and  a 
good  correfpondenc^,  between  the  two*  crowns  of 
Ruffia  and  PerHa. 

Notwithftandin^ 
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KottrithfUnding  the  war  with  Swedeti  had  conti<« 
iiued  near  twenty  years,  this  adive  monarch  bad  not 
negleded,  nor  even  fufpended^  the  building  and  a^ 
ddrtung  his  new  capital*  During  my  abfence,  the 
appearance  of  things  were  fo  chmged^  that  I  could 
fimrce  imagine  myfelf  in  the  fame  place ;  fo  furprifmg 
wa$  the  alteration  in  fo  ihort  a  time.  Befides,  this 
Prince  had  fitted  out  a  hary  of  thirty  (hips  of  war^ 
and  three  hiimdred  galfies :  Interprifes  which  might 
have  been  the  work  of  ages,  but  not  fuperior  to  the 
iingle  induftry  and  a£Hvity  of  Peter  the  Firfl:» 


JOURNEY 


FROM 


St  PETERSPURGH  IN  RUSSIA, 


TO 


PEKIN   IN   CHINA, 


W'itb  an  EMBASSY  from  his  Imperial  Majesty^  PmtBR  TffS 

FiMT,  TO  Kamhi  Emperor  os  Chiua^ 

in  the  year  1719. 


MMSS  OF   THB  PRINCIPAL  PERSOKS  WHO  COMPOSBD  THfi 

TRAIN  OF  TH£  AMBAStADOR, 

JLeoff  VaiEloTich  Ifmaylaff: 

Secretary  of  the  EmbRfly, 
Lturence  de  Lange. 

»  _^ 

The  Ambaflador^s  Secreury^ 

Iran  Glamioffl 

Gentlemen  of  the  EmbaiTy. 
Kneaz  Alexander  Safeckin, 
Nicolaiis  de  Pauli  Kreftkz^ 
Lukian  Nefteroflf, 
Alezie  DivoiF, 
David  Grave^ 
The  Author  of  this  Journal. 

Gregory,  a  Prieft. 

rf      ■       • 

Interpreters,  clerks,  a  band  of  mufic,  valets,  foot* 
men,  &c.  in  all  to  the  number  of  about  fixty  perfons; 
befides  a  troop  of  twenty-five  dragoons,  for  our  efcort 
from  Toboloiky  to  Fckin,  aild  back. 


•  ■  * 


•* 
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fkOM  St  PETERSBURGH  TO  TOBOLSKY,  THE  tAPltAL  OF 

SIBERIA. 


W  HEH  I  arrived  s^t  St  Peterlburgh  from  Ifpahcin^ 
1  met  with  a  very  fenfible  mortification,  on  finding 
^t  my  very,  worthy  friend,  Dr  Areikine^  was  no 
ttore ;  he  died  about  fis  weeks  before  my  arnva|# 
Not  long  after  which,  iipon  being  informed  that  aa 
Onbafly  was  preparing  for  China,  and  that  his  Ms^f 
jefty  had  nominated  JLeoff  VafBlovich  Ifmayloff^  s( 
gtndeman  of  a  faniily  very  .well  known  and  mifch  re^ 
^pefted  in  Ruflia,  and  a  captain  of  the  guards,  fqr 
that  employm^t,  I  became  very  defirQ^s  q(  making 

ibuj/Qfiiakgj  ia  his  train* 
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Upon  my  acquainting  my  very  good  friend,  AYte^^ 
my  Petrovich  Valenfky,  with  my  defire,  he,  withour 
lofsoftime,  recommended  me  to  Lebff  Vaffilovich 
Ifmayloff,  the  appointed  anibiiffador,  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  produced,  on  all  occafions,  marks  of  friend- 
fhip  and  regard  for  me,  as  well  during  the  journey, 
as  alfo  after  our  return,  until  he  died  in  1736. 

The  time  betw..cn  my  return  from  Ifpalian  and  my 
fctting  out  for  Pekin,  1  fpent   with  much  fatisfadlion- 
with  my  fi  ivinds  and  acquaintance  at  St  Peterfburgh. 
Among  whom  I  efteemed  as  fuch,  not  only  feveral 
worthy  perfons   of  my  own  countrymen,  as  well  in 
trade  as  in  the  fervice  of  his  Majefty  ;*  but  alfo  not  a 
few  of  the  Ruffian  gentry,  to  whom  I  became  known- 
on  occafion  of  my  journey  to  Perfia,  and  of  whom  I 
found  many  to  be  perfons  of  much  worth  and  ho- 
nour. 

.  At  length  the  prefents  for  the  Emperor  of  Chinar^ 
being  got  ready,  as  well  as  the  ambaffador*s  defpat- 
ches,  1  fet  out  from  St  Peterfburgh  the  r4th  of  July^ 
17 19,  in  company  with  Meffieurs  Lange  and  Grave^^ 
attended  by  a  few  fervants  ;  the  firft  was  a  nadve  of 
Sweden,  and  the  other  of  Courlanrid.     We  travelled 
to  the  city  of  Mofco  in  fmall  parties,  the  more  eafily 
to  procure  poft-horfes.     The  weather  being  very  hot 
obliged  us  to  make  fliort  ftages,  confining  us  moftly 
to  the  mornings  and  evenings.     Having  in  my  Per-* 
fian  journal  defcribed  what  is  moft  remarkable  on 
this  road,  I  have  nothing  to*  add  to  what  I  have  there- 
obferved. 

Nothing  material  happened  during  our  journey  toPr 
Mofco>  where  we  arrived  on  the  30th  of  July,:  aal: 

joined 


joined  the  ambaflador,  who  had  arrived  there  two 
days  before,  having  pafl'ed  us  on  the  road.  We  took 
lUp  our  lodgings  at  the  houlc  of  Mr  Belayof,  neat  the 
triumphal  arch*  Here  we  Tpent  five  weeks  'n  pre- 
paring barks  to  go  by  water  to  Cazan,  and  necciTa- 
ries  for  fo  long  and  unfrequented  a  roai  This  iuier* 
yal  we  paffed  very  agre^abiy,  bein.,  invited  lo  an  the 
^tertainmeiits  the  place  afforded. 

September  gth,  having  fliipped  our  baggage,  and 
prepared  every  thing  for  our  departure,  we  went 
ourfelves  on  board ;  and»  ^^fter  firing  nin .  guns, 
•rowed  down  the  river  Moico.  There  is  a  fhorter 
Jway  from  Mofco  to  Siberia  through  Yarollave  ;  but^ 
as  we  were  incumbered  with  heavy  baggage,  coniiflr 
ing  chiefly  of  presents  from  his  Majefly  to  the  Empe- 
ror of  China,  it  was  thought  beit  to  proceed  as  far 
as  poiiible  by  water« 

Accordingly,  we  <:ontinued  our  cowfe  down  the 
JMofco  river  to  Kolumna,  then  into  the  river  Ocka ; 
and, .  pafSng  Pereflave-Refanfky,  Murum,  and  other 
Jtowns  of  lefs  note,  we  arrived  at  Ni/hna-Npvogorod, 
fituated  to  the  right  hand,  on  a  hi^h  bank  of  the 
Ocka,  at  its  confluence  with  the  Volga.  Leaving 
Niflma,  we  entered  the  river  Volga,  $ind  proceeded 
towards  Cazan. 

After  a  voyage  .of  fix  weeks,  we  arrived  at  Cazan 
on  the  aoth  of  Oftober.  We  intended  to  have  con- 
tinued our  route  fanher  down  the  Volga  to  the  river 
Kama,  which  falls  into  the  Volga  about  f;xty  verft 
Jbelow  Cazan,  and  then  up  the  Kama  to  Solikamfky.; 
Jbtut  the  advancement  of  the  feafon,  and  the  froll  com- 
jng  on  apace,  made  us  refolve  to  remain  at  Cazan 
jtilJ  the  winter  fet  in,  left  we  fhould  run  the  hazard  of 

being 
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being  frozen  up  near  fome  uninhabited  place  on  tli6 
Kama. 

In  confequence  of  this  refolution,  the  barks  were 
difcharged,  and  we  took  up  our  lodgings  in  the  city. 
Here  I  found  many  of  my  old  friends  and  acquain- 
tance, particularly  the  Swedifti  officers  ;  among  others. 
General  Hamilton,  General  Rofen,  and  Baron  Wach- 
maiter,  who  ftill  remained  prifoners  of  war,  regre^• 
dhg  the  hard  fate  of  their  long  captivity.  We  ftaid 
here  about  five  weekis,  waiting  for  the  fnow  falling^ 
to  fmooth  the  roads ;  and  in  the  mean  time  were  em- 
ployed in  .preparing  fledges,  and  other  neceffaries  for 
our  journey.  Having  formerly  made  my  re^narkson 
this  route,  and  particularly  on  Cagan  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood, I  (hall  now  purfpe  our  journey  toward^ 
Siberia. 

November  24th^  we  fent  off  the  heavy  baggage  ; 
but  Monfieur  Ifmayloff,  with  a  fey  of  the  gentlemen, 
remained  fome  days  longer,  becaufe  it  Was  difagree- 
able  travelling  on  rough  roads  with  loaded  fledges. 
At  laft,  on  the  28th,  late  in  the  night,  the  ambaflfa-* 
dor  quitted  Cazan,  keeping  to  th&  north-eaflward, 
There  being  many  villages  on  the  road,  we  changed 
horfes  as  often  as  occafion  required. 

The  29th,  we  travelled  through  woods,  confifting 
chiefly  of  tall  oaks,  fir,  and  birch.  This  part  of  the 
country  is  very  fruitful,  producing  ple^ty  of  cattle, 
corn,  and  honey.  The  hives  are  not  made  like  thofe 
in  England  ;  the  inhabitants  take  the  trunk  of  a  limer. 
tree,  afpin,  or  any  foft  wood,  of  about  five  or  fix 
feet  long  ;  having  fcooped  it  hollow,  they  make 
a  large  aperture  in  one  fide,  about  a  foot  in 
'^Bgth  ^d  four  laches  broad  j    they  then 'fix  crofs 
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Tods  within  the  ttmsk  for  the  bees  to  build  upoo, 
and,  having  done  this,  clofe  aq>  the  .place  cardully 
iwith  a  board,  leaving  fmall  notches  for  the  bees  .to 
go  in  and  out.  Thefe  hiv^s  are  planted  in  prop^ 
places,  at  the  fide  of  a  wood,  and  tied  to  a  tree  with 
ftrong  wythes,  to  prevent  their  being  ;deftroyed  by 
the  bears,  who  are  .great  devourers  of  ?  honey.  The 
wax  and  honey  exported  yearly  from  Cazan  make, a 
very  confiderable  article  of  trade.  I  have  feen  above 
-an  hundred  hives  near  one  village ;  ?ind  was  informed 
{that  they  have  a  method  of  extrading  the  honey^aittl 
wax  without  killing  the  bees,  which  would  certaiaily 
be  worth  knowing  ;  but  I  was  told  it  fo  indiftin£tly 
thzt  I  could  not  underftand  it,  and  had  no  opportunity 
of  feeing  it  praftifed. 

The  villages  through  which  we  paffcd  .were  moftJy 
inhabited  by  0ie  Tzeremilh  and  Tzoowaih  Tartars, 
whom  I  have  formerly  mentioned^  The  three  .  fol- 
lo\nng  days  the  roads  were  rough  and- xiarrow,  lying 
through  dark  wcpds,  interfperfed  with  fome  villages 
and  corn-fields.  We  pafied  the  Ick  and  feveral 
fmaller  rivers,  and  then  the'Viatka,  a  pretty  large 
one ;  all  which  difcharge  themfelves  into  the  Kama. 

After  a  tedious  journey  of  fix  days,  we  came  to  a 
fmall  town  called  Klinof,  or*  mpre  commonly  Viatka, 
from  the  river  of  that  name  running  near  it.  The 
fituatipn  of  this  place  is  very  pleafant,  having  round, 
it  corn-fields  and  fine  pa(lur«;  and  the  rivers  in 
the  neighbourhood  abounding  with  great  variety  of 
fifti. 

The  country  about  Klinof  is  reckoned  fo  proper 
pafturage  for  flie^,  that  his  Majefly  ^ordered  fome 
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thoufands  of  German  fheep,  mod  efteemed  for  thdr 
wool,  to  be  bought  and  fent  thither,  with  a  view  to 
.eftabli(h  a  manufadory  at  this  place,  for  clothing  his 
army.  He  alfo  caufed  a  German  ihephend  to  be  en^ 
gaged  in  his  fervice,  who  is  fettled  here,  and  enjoys  a 
confiderable  falary.  The  flocks  are  already  fo  nume?- 
rous,  that  I  am  perfuaded  they  will  in  time  anlwer  the 
€nd  propofed.  A  rhoufand  other  inftances  might  be 
produced  of  the  unbounded  genius  of  this  great  and 
aftive  prince,  who  fparcs  no  expcnce,  and  over^ 
looks  nothing  that  can  contribute  either  to  the 
honour  or  advantage  of  his  empire.  I  caimot  omit 
another  feemingly  inconiiderc^ble  article  ;  I  mean 
pump-leather..  This  commodity  was  formerly  brought 
from  England  and  Holland,  at  no  fmall  charge  ;  te 
iave  which,  his  Majefty  gave  orders  to  engage  an 
Inglifh  tannej  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  whom 
lie  fent  to  Cazan,  where  the  beft  bides  are,  to  teach 
ihe  natives  the  art  of  dreiSng  thenu  This  fcheme  has 
fully  anfwered  the  end  in  view,  and  produced  abur^ 
dance  not  only  of  pump-leather,  but  of  every  other 
Idnd  of  leather  whereof  that  country  hath  any 
need. 

There  being  no  verft-pofts  on  this^  though  on  moft 
other  roads  in  Ruflia,  I  compute  the  diitance  between 
Cazaa  and  Klinof  to  be  about  five  hundred  verft  ^ 
«ach  verst  meafures  one  thoufand  one  hundred  .  and 
fixty-fix  yards  and  two  feet  Englifti.  Here  1  met 
with  feveral  Swedilh  officers,  who  paffed  a  folitary  life 
in  a  pleafant  and  plentiful  country.  We  halted  dn^ 
4ay  to  refrelh  ourielves ;  and  the  next,  being  the  5th 
pi  Deicember^  we  left  the  baggage  to  follow  leifurely^ 

and 
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and  fet  out  again  towaf d  Solikamfky.  On  the  7th,  we 
reached  Kay-gorod,  a  fmall  town.  We  perceived  the 
cold  becoming  daily  more  intenfe  as  we  proceeded 
Horthw2ffd  along  the  banks  of  the  Kama. 

The  8th,  we  quitted  Kay-gorod,  in  a  vehement 
cold.  Thoi^h  there  was  little  wind,  and  a  thick  fog,^, 
the  froft  continued  fo  penetrating,  that  feveral  of  our 

* 

people,  who  were  moft  expofed,  had  their  fingers  and 
toes  frozen.  Moft  of  them  recovered  by  the  com- 
Hion  method  of  rubbing  the  numbed  parts  with  fnow  j 
but,  had  we  not  halted  from  time  to  time  at  village* 
to  let  them  warm  themfelves,  they  muft  have  perifhed 
by  cold.  On  the  9th,  we  arrived  at  the  town  of 
Solikamfky,  derived  from  Sole  fait  and*  Kama  the 
river,  oil  the  banks  of  which  it  is  fituated. .  Our  arri- 
val was  a  moft  agreeable  circimiftance,  as  the  pierc* 
ing  froft  ftill  prevailed. 

Solikamiky  is  a  large  and  populous  town,  and  the ' 
capital  of  a  province  of  that  name ;  which  is  at  pre-^ 
lent  annexed  to  the  government  of  Siberia.  Its  fitua-' 
tionisvery  pleafanty  upon  the  eaftem  bank  of  the 
Kama.  This  river  is  of  great  fame  in  thefe  parts  of 
the  world.  It  rifes  far  to  the  north,  and  in  its  courfe 
receives  the  Parma,.  Pilva,  Koyva,  and  many  other 
rivers,  which  together  form  a  mighty  ftream,  very 
nearly  equal  to  the  Volga,  into  which  it  difchargea^ 
idelf,  about  fixty  verft  below  the  city  of  Cazan,  and 
lofes  its  name.  Its  long  courfe  to  the  ibutb-weft  i» 
now  turned  fliort,  by  the  current  of  the  Volga,  and 
carried  toward  the  fouth-eaft.  The  Kama  is  well 
ftored  with  variety  of  excellent  fifh.  On  the  banks 
are  fine  corn-fields  and  pafture  grounds,  but  often  in-. 

terrupted 
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«u^  b,  ftict  wood.  CpadaUy  »  *.  .^ 
Thefie  wood^are  (locked  with  di&re&t  kinds  of  garae^ 
and  wild  beafis  natural  to  the  climate. 

Solikamfky  is  famous  £br  having  many  &lt-pits  id 
its  neighbourhood,  the  property  of  my  worthy  friend 
^ron  Scroganof^  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  his  Ma« 
jefty*  The  Baron  has  brought  thefe  works  to  fuchr 
peifedion,  that  he  is  able  to  ferve  all  Ruffia  wiiji  falt^ 
and  could  befides  fumifh  a  confiderable  quantity  for 
exportation,  were  there  any  demand.  The  fall  is  of 
ft  brownifti  colour,  and  very  good  of  the  kind. 

The  common  methckl  of  procuring  this  fait  is  a9 
Ibilows :  They  dig  pits  in  the  earth  till  they  come  to 
the  fah  rock,  which  feems  to  tie  in  thefe  parts  at  at 
certain  diftance  from  the  furface,  as  coals  do  in  oth^f 
ptaces  of  the  world.  When  the  pit  is  finiflied,  it  itf 
naturally,  and  of  courfe,  filled  with  water  j  which, 
Handing  for  a  convel^ent  time,  till  it  is  fufBdently 
impregnated  with  the  fait,  is  then  drawn  out,  with 
pumps  and  other  ei^ines,  and  put  int6  large  iron 
cauldrons,  where  it  is  boiled  to  a  proper  confidence  ^ 
iRfhen,  the  water  being  evaporated,  the  fait  is  left  upotf 
the  bottom* 

I  was  informed  of  another  curious  and  extraordinary 
procefs,  by  which  they  draw  falt-water  from  a  frefti- 
Water  river,  which  1  cannot  omit  taking  notice  of. 
lb  the  rivers  near  this  place  there  is  a  mi:ifture  of  falt- 
water  arifing  from  the  fprings,  which  either  have  their 
fource  in  the  fak-rocks,  or  run  through  them.  ,  It  is 
the  bufinefs  of  the  inhabitants  to  difcover  the  places 
^hcrc  thefe  fprings  empty  themfelves  into  the  rivefi^ 
HAlich  they  do  by  diving,  or  fome  other  manntf  % 

having 
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kaVing  dcftic  this,  they  make  a  large  frame  of  ftrong 
thick  balks  or  beams  joined  very  clofe,  about  fifteen 
or  twenty  feet  fquaire,  and  of  depth  enough  to  reach 
the  bottom  of  the  river,  while  part  of  it  remains  above 
the  furface  j  when  the  ice  is  very  ftrong,  they  fink 
this  machine  into  the  river,  over  the  place  where  the 
ialt  fpring  iffues,  and  drive  ftrong  piles  of  wood  all 
around,  to  hinder  its  being  forced  from  this  pofition 
by  the  current,  or  by  floating  ice  in  the  end  of  win- 
ter. During  the  winter,  they  draw  out  all  the  water, 
mud,  and  fand,  contained  within  the  machine,  and 
fmk  it  ftill  deeper  until  it  hath  penetrated  the  bottofli 
of  the  channel  of  the  river,  and  prevented  all  further 
communication  between  it  and  the  falt-fpring.  The 
frame  is  now  filled  only  with  the  falt-water>  iffuing 
from  the  fpring,  from  whence  it  is  drawn,  and  the 
ialt  extracted,  as  formerly  defcribed. 

However  tedious  and  expenfive  this  procefs  may 
feon,  thefe  people  perform  it  with  great  readinefd 
and  eafe  ;  and,  what  is  ftill  more  extraordinary^  with- 
out regular  inftrudion  in  any  art  fubfervient  to  that 
purpofe,  but  by  the  mere  force  of  natural  genius.  The 
Baron  has  a  great  number  of  hands  conftantly  em- 
ployed in  this  fervice.  And  the  woods  for  fuel  are 
inexhauftiblet  ». « 

When  the  fait  is  made^  it  is  hid  up  in  granaries, 
till  the  feafon  of  tranfporting  it  to  Mofco,  St  Peterf- 
burgh,  and  other  places^  The  barks  for  this  purpofe, 
called  by  the  RuJEans  lodia^  are^  of  a  conftrudkion 
fomewhat  uncommon.  I  have  feen  fome  of  them 
longer  and  broader  than  any  firft  rate  man  of  war  m 

Q^  England, 
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England,  find  not  one  iron  nail  in  the  whole  fabric:  - 
All  of  them  are  flat-bottomed,  having  one  tall  tree  for 
a  mafl,  and  a  fail  of  light  canvafs  in  proportion.  To 
manage  this  mighty  machine,  fix  or  eight  himdred 
men  are  neceffary*  The  rudder  is  nearly  as  long  as 
the  bark,  and  fo  unwieldy,  that  fometimes  it  requires 
forty  or  fifty  men  to  fleer  it.  They  load  thefe  fhips 
very  deep,  and  let  them*  float  down  the  Kama  into 
the  Volga;  where,  if  the  wind  is  not  favourable, 
they  are  obliged  to  draw  them,  againft  the  flream,  to 
the  placs  of  their  deftination. 

\  cannot  Leave  SoUkamiky  without  mentioning  the 
rich  iron-mine»  in^tlie  country  adjacent,  at  Kathena<- 
burg,  and  other  places  of  that  diflrid,  which  produce 
iron  equal  perhaps  in  quality  to- the  beft  in  the  world.. 
Thefe  works  have  of  late  been  brought  to  great  per- 
fedion,  by  the  fkill  and  indefatigable  induflry  of  Mr 
Demidof,  a  native  of  RufTia,  enabled  and  encouraged 
to  carry  them  on  by  a  beneficial  grant  from  his  Ma- 
jefty,  who  is  always  ready  to  aflift  and  proted  thole, 
who,  by  their  ingenuity,  form  projefts  to  the  advan-- 
tage  of  his  country. 

Thefe  works,  I  am  informed,  are  flill  capable  of 
great  improvement.,    The  ore  is  very  good^  and  rifes 
in  many  places  to  the  very  furface  of  the  earthy  and 
may  be  dug  at  a  fmall  expence.     As  for  wood  to 
fmelt  it,  no  place  in  the  world  can  have  greater  ad* 
vantage.     Befidcs,  all  the  machines  may  be  driven « 
by  water ;  and  there  is  an  eafy  communication  by^  the 
rivers  to- St  Peterfburgh,  for  exportation,  and  to  many^ 
other  parts  of  Ruflla,  for  inUnd  confumption. 
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In  thefe  mines  are  often  found  magnets  of  various 
fizes.  J  have  feen  fome  of  them  very  large,  and  of 
high  virtue. 

There  are  feveral  other  iron-works  in  RuiSa ;  for 
inftance,  at  Tula,  Olonitz,  and  other  places ;  but  the 
metal  is  of  an  inferior  quality  to  that  of  Siberia. 
Bdides  thefe  of  iron,  therie  are  alfo  rich  mines  of  ex- 
cellent copper  at  this  place,  which,  being  lately  dif- 
iu>Tered,  are  capable  of  great  improvement.  The 
•copper-ore  alfo  rifes  to  the  very  furface. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Solikamiky  is  found  the 
fofSl  called  aibeftos;  of  which  is  made  a  kind  of  cloth 
:&t  linen,  that  may  be  put  into  the  fire,  and  taken 
-out  (gain,  unconfiimedi  This  cloth  was  known  a* 
laong  the  ancients,  and  'ufed  by  them  on  feveral  oc- 
cafions.  At  prefent^  it  jgoes  %y  fhe  name  of  the  in«- 
jcombuftible  linen* 

The  afbeftos,  like  many  both  curious  and  ufefui 
^coveries,  was  found  out  by  mere  accident  in  thefe 
)>arts,  I  fhall  briefly  relate  in  what  manner :  A  cer<- 
tain  huntfma^i  being  about  to  load  liis  fpwling-piece, 
and  wanting  wadding,  obferved  a  great  ilone  in  the 
woods,  which  feemcd  to  have  fome  flakes  upon  it  like 
loofe  threads ;  he  foon  found  that,  by  rubbing,  it 
turned  into  a  foft  downy  fubftance  fit  for  his  ufe:  He 
therefore  filled  his  pocket  with  it ;  but,  having  fired 
his  piece,  was  furprifed  to  fee  that  tlie  gunpowder  had 
no  effed  upon  the  wadding.  This  raifed  his  curiofi- 
ty  £0  far,  that  he  kindled  a  fire  on  purpofc,  into  which 
he  put  the  afbeftos ;  but  ftill  took  it  out  entire,  and 
of  the  &me  ufe  as  formerly.  This  experiment  fo 
frightened  the. poor  fportfman,  that  he  imagined  the 

devil 
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devil  had  taken  pofTeffion  of  the  foffiL  On  n 
home,  he  narrated  what  had  happened  to  the  prieft 
of  the  pariih,  who,  amazed  at  the  relation,  repeated 
it  fo  frequently,  that  at  laft  he  told  it  to  a  perfon  who 
^Kas  acquainted  with  that  quality  peculiar  to  the  af^ 
fceltos ;  and,  on  examination,  found  the  flakes  to  b^ 
that  foifil. 

The  wdJtChcF  is  much  colder  at  Sdikamfky  than  at 
other  places  fituated  feveral  degrees  nearer  to  the 
north  pple«  Perhaps  its  great  diftance  from  9iiy 
part  of  the  ocean  may  be  partly  the  caiife  of  the  ex-s 
ceffive  cold  which  fometimes  prevails. 

December  loth,  the  ambaflador  took  pofl-horfes, 
and  fet  out  for  ToboUky,  leaving  the  baggage  to  fol- 
low as  fhould  be  mq(t  convenient.  About  nudnigl^t 
we  came  to  a  village  callet}  Marcinfky;  here  having 
changed  hpii^s,  we  foon  reached  the  mountains  nanv- 
ed  Verchaturiky-gory,  ^here  we  found  the  fnow  very 
deep,  and  a  ftrong  frof|  flill  continued.  We  kept-lHft 
our  journey,  afcending  and  defcending  thefe  high  andi 
fteep  q^puntains  for  the  fpace  of  fifteen  hours.  In 
fuch  pf  the  valleys  as  are  fit  for  cultur);^  are  foun4 
Ruffian  villages  well  peopled.  And,  where  the  wopd^ 
are  cut  down,  there  appeared  a  beautiful  landfgape^ 
even  at  this  bleak  feafon. 

Thefe  mountain^  divide  Ruflia  from  Siberia.  They 
run  in  a  ridge  from  r.orth  to  fouth,  inclining  a  little 
to  the  eaft  and  well  Oi  thefe  points.  They  are  quite 
covered  '9f\i]i  wood,  confifling  of  tall  firs  of  different 
Kinds,  lari^es,  birch,  and  other  trees  natural  to  the 
climate;  an(l  abound  ui(h  game,  and  various  kinds 
of  wil4  bpa^s.    Th^  length,  from  north  to  fouth^I 

cannot 
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'  cannot  afcertain ;  but  compute  their  breadth,  where 
vre  pafled,  to  be  about  forty  £ngli(h  miles.  But  they 
are  not  near  fo  high  a6  the  mountains  I  have  feen  in 
Peiiia,  and  other  parts  of  the  ttrorld. 

Having  pafled  thefe  mountains,  we  defcended,  on 
the  I  rth,  into  a  country  finely  varied  with  plains  and 
fifing  grounds,  interfperfed  with  woods,  villages, 
corn-fields,  and  pafturage;  and,  in  the  evening,  reach- 
ed the  town  called  Vefchaturia,  from  verch,  which 
fignifies  high,  and  Tura  the  name  of  the  river  on 
which  l^e  town  (lands.  This  river  is  navigable,  and 
runs  to  the  eaft  till  it  empties  itfelf  into  the  ToboL 
Yerchaturia  is  pleafantly  fituated  upon  a  rifing  ground, 
land  fortified  with  a  ditch  and  pallifades.  It  is  go- 
verned by  a  commandant,  who  has  under  him  a  gar* 
rifen;  confifting  of  fome  regular  troops  and  Coflacks. 
What  makes  Yerchaturia  confiderable,  is  its  being  a , 
frontier  town,  and  commanding  the  only  entry  from 
Buflia  into  Siberia.    Here  is  a  cuftom-houfe,  where 

« 

all  merchants  are  obliged  to  make  entry  of  what  fums 
of  money  or  merchandife  they  carry  into  Siberia,*^ 
from  Siberia  into  Ruflia ;  on  all  which  is  charged  a 
duty  of  ten  per  cent,  to  his  Majefty.  Though  this 
impo^  ^  qiay  appear  high,  it  is  really  very  moderate, 
confidering  the  profits  which  the  trade  yiekls,  and  it 
extends  only  to  the  money  to  be  employed  in  traffic  } 
for  every  merchant  is  allowed  a  certain  fum  for  hia 
jBzpences,  free  of  all  duty. 

The  country  adjacent  to  Yerchaturia  is  inhabited 
by  a  race  of  people  called  YoguUitz,  who  differ  ia 
language^  drefs,  and  manners,  from  any  nation  I  ever 
law«    Thdr  features  and  perfons  have  a  refenblance 

of 
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of  the  Tzoowafhiana  near  Ca^an.    They  have  fome 
ohfcure  notions  of  the  Ddty,  and  are  very  fond  of  a 
idnd  of  wizards  called  Shamans,  whom  they  hold  in 
great  cdte^nu    I  (hall  have  oceafion  to  ^eak  more 
faVLy  of  thefe  Shamans  afterwards.    The  VoguUitz 
kiiaw  nothing  of  agriculture,  but  live  in  huts  in  the 
woods,  and  fubfift  by  hunting  and  fifhing.    They  are 
an  hcmeft  inoffenfive  people,  but  not  very  numerotis} 
arifing,  perhaps,  from  their  unfocial  and  uncomfort- 
able manner  of  life.    The  Archbiihop  of  Tobolfty 
hath  ot  late,  by  his  pious  labours,  converted  many^  of 
them  to  Cfaiiftianity ;  who  now  begin  to  build  houfes^ 
and  cultivate  fome  appearance  of  fociety  ;  and  pro- 
bably,  in  time,  the  reil  will  follow  fo  laudable  aa' 
example.    This,  however,  will  depend  much  on  the 
encouragement  they  meet  with  from  the  clergy  and 
fub-govemors  of  provinces.     I  vifited  them  as  often 
as  any  opportunity  offered,  both  in  their  huts  aa4 
houfes,  and  endeavoured  to  procure  Ibme  information 
about  their  original,  or  from  whence  they  came  to 
fetde  in  thefe  northern  parts,  but  could  obtain  no* 
thing  fatisfa€bory  on  either  of  thefe  ii^ads^ 

Before  we  oiter  Siberia,  it  wil}  not  be  perhaps  inu 
proper  to  give  a  Ihort  account  of  the  fin|fular  manner 
in  which  this  mod  extenfive  country  was  (difcovered  by 
the  Ruffians. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  1^  century,  ^  certain 
Don-Cofiack,  named  Yarmak  Timotheovitz,  beipg  ^ 
obliged,  by  fome  accident,  to  leave  his  native  countiy, 
and  having  no  means  of  fubfiftcnce,  he,  with  a  few 
accomplices,  betook  themfelves  to  robbing  on  the 
high-ways*    He  foon  became  famous  and  powerful ; 

for 
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Ibr  he  robbed  only  the  rich ;  and,  by  agenerofity  un-^ 
common  in  fuch  a  charader,  liberally  beftowed  ta 
fiich  as  were  in,  want.    He   never  killed,  nor  even 
iiurt  any  perfon,  unlefs  compelled  to  fuch  outrages  in 
his  own  defence.    This  behaviour  fo  raifed.  his  repu-^ 
tation,  diat  all  the  idle  fellows  in  the  country  enlifted 
themfelves  in  his  gang,  proud  to  follow  So  brave  and 
enterprifing  a  leader.    He  became  at  laft  fo-  trottble- 
fome,  that  the  governors  of  the  fouthem  province^' 
ient  out  troops  to  apprehend  him: ;   but,  being  previa- 
ouily  informed  of  the  defign,  he  withdrew  from  the 
land  ;  and,  procuring  boats^  upon  the  Volga,  com- 
menced pirate  on  that  river.    Being  attacked  here 
alfo,  he  was  forced  to  crofs  ttie  Cafpian  Sea,  and 
ftelter  fiimfelf  on  the  Perfian-  fiiore,  where  he  paffed 
ibme  time  under  the  difguife  of  a  merchattr    Beings 
again  difcovered,  he  was  obliged,  by  the  Perfians,  to» 
4uit  their  coaft :    And  now  his  only  refuge  was  to  re-^ 
turn  to  the  Voiga^  where  he  behaved  with  great  dr- 
cumfpe^on,  often  lurking  in  woods^  and  villages  ^ 
and,  being  in  no  want  of  money,  paid  the  inhabitants' 
liberally  for  every  thing  he  needed.   Forefeeing,  how- 
ever, that  fuch  a  numerous  gang,  could  not  be  long 
concealed,  he  took  the  refolution  of  leaving,  the  Vol^ 
ga,  and  fteered  his  courfi^  up  the  river  Kama,  at  that 
time  little  frequented  by  the  Ruffians,  or  any  othep 
nation ;  here  he  hoped  to  find,  at  leaft,  a  fafe  retreat 
during  the  winter.     Yarmak,  therefore,  with  his  fol- 
lowers, amounting  to  the  number  of  two  hundred^ 
continued  their  voyage  up  the  Kama,  till  they  were- 
ftopped  by  the  ice,  at  no  great  diftance  from  a  large 

Tillage,  now  belonging  to  Baron  Stroganof.    The 
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inhabitants  were  alarmed  at  the  fight  of  fo  many 
armed  men,  whom  they  were  not  able  to  oppofe,  and 
therefore  gave  them  an  hofpitable  reception.  Tar- 
mak  demanded  only  provifions  and  winter-qoarters 
for  his  money,  promifing  to  leave  them  unroolefted 
next  fpring.  In  confequence  of  this  dedazation,  he 
and  his  followers  paifled  the  winter  very  quietly  in 
this  remote  place }  afraid,  however,  at  the  approach 
of  fummer,  of  bemg  difcovered  by  the  government, 
and  micertain  what  courfe  to  fleer,  it  was  at  laft  de*» 
termined  to  crdfi  the  mountains  of  Verchaturia,  and 
go  to  the  eaftward,  in  hopes  of  findmg  fome  inhabited 
country,  or  at  lead  a  fafe  retreat* 

Having  pafied  the  mountains,  they  arrived  at  the 
river  Tur;  and,  finding  it  navigable,  foon  made  a 
fufiEdent  number  of  canoes  for  the  whole  gang.  After 
rowing  for  fome  days  down  the  Tur,  they  difcovered 
feveral  villages  of  Mahometan  Tartars^  who  were  fur-* 
prifed  at  the  fight  of  fuch  a  number  of  fbangers,  of 
whom  they  had  before  never  fo  much  as  beard.  Yar* 
mak,  having  got  what  intelligence  he  conld  procure 
of  the  fituation  and  government  of  the  country,  pur-* 
fued  his  voyage  to  the  river  Tobol, '  where  he  found 
the  towns  populous,  and  the  land  well  cultivated. 
His  approach  alarmed  the  King  of  the  Tartars,  who 
aflembled  a  numerous  body  of  horfe  and  foot,  armed 
with  bows  and  arrows,  lances,  and  other  fdch  wea- 
poiis,  with  whom  our  adventurer  had  many  fkir- 
mifhes,  and  defeated  great  multitudes,  by  means  of 
his  fire-arms,  which  had  never  before  been  known  in 
thefe  partg.  The  poor  Tartars  were  as  much  amazed 
and  terrified  at  the  fight  of  the  Ruffians  and  thdr 

arms. 
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ODins,  as  the  inhabitanis  of  Mexico  on  the  arrival  of 
the  Spaniards  in  America,  to  which  Siberia  may:, 
in  many  re  peds,  be  compared. 

Yarmak,  finding  his  enemies  daily  more  numerous 
-the  nearer  he  approached  the  refidence  of  the  Tar- 
tar King4  having  alfo  loft  many  of  his  men,  in  con- 
dnnal  encounters,  and  fpent  the  greateft  part  of  his 
ammunition ;  knowing,  befides,  of  no  place  of  fafety, 
where  he  might  pafs  the  winter,  which  *  is  both  long 
and  fevere  in  this  quarter,  at  lail  determined  to  re* 
treat  He  therefore  fleered  his  courfe  to  the  weft,  up 
the  Tobol  and  Tur  rivers*  The  furious  Tartars  gave 
him  no  reft,  but  haraiTed  him  perpetually  from  the 
Jbanks.  He  himfelf  and  a  few  more  efcaped,  with  a 
confiderable  booty,  and  returned  to  the  village,  where 
they  wintered  the  preceding  year.  The  inhabitants, 
on  feeing  the  rich  {u^s  and  other  fpoils,  gave  them  a 
welcome  receptic^i.  And  Yarmak  did  not  forget  to 
difpenfe  his  favours  liberally  among  thofe  who  had 
entertained  hiin  ii^  lus  diflrefs,  when  he  fled  from 
juftice. 

Our  adventurer  had  now  time  to  rcfle£l  -on  his 
miferable  circumftances.  He  confidercd,  that  his 
lurking  in  thefe  parts,  thougli  remote  from  any  town, 
c6uld  not  be  long  a  fecret :  To  make  another  attempt 
againft  the  Tartars,  with  a  handful  of  men,  ill  pro- 
vided with  arms  and  ammunition,  might  perhs^s  be 
ruinous,  and  certainly  unfuccefsful.  He  therefore 
refolved  to  fubmit  himfelf  to  his  Majefly's  clemency, 
in  hopes  of  obtaining  a  gracious  pardon  for  himfelf 
and  his  accomplices,  on  condition  of  pointing  out  the 
vfzy  to  a  rich  and  eafy  conqueft  of  a  country  which 
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he  had  lately  difcovered.  The  propofal  was  made  at 
court  by  a  irieud,  and  was  of  too  great  importance  to 
be  neglefted.  In  fhort,  Yarmak  was  brought  tq 
Mofco,  under  a  fafe  condud:,  where  he  communicated 
the  whole  affair.  He  begged  his  Majefty^s  pardon, 
and  aiked  a  certain  number  of  troops,  which  he  pro- 
mifcd  to  lead  to  a  glorious  conqueft.  His  Majefty 
granted  him  a  pardon,  approved  of  the  expedition, 
and  gave  immediate  orders  for  the  troops  to  attend 
him.  They  marched  to  Solikamfky,  where  they 
paiTed  the  winter  in  making  preparations  for  ittc 
enterprize,  which  was  to  be  undertake^  in  the 
fpring. 

During  this  interval,  Yarmak  behaved  with  furprifing 
prudence  and  adivity,  and  difcovered  himfelf  to  be  a 
perfon  of  uncommon  genius.  He  colleded  fuch  of 
his  former  followers  as  remained,  and  formed  them 
into  a  company  in  whom  he  could  confide  on  all  oc«* 
cafions. 

At  the  proper  feafon,  the  troops  fet  out  towards 
Siberia.  On  coming  into  the  inhabited  part  *  of  the 
country,  they  found  many  ftraggling  parties  of  Tar» 
tars  in  anus,  ready  to  oppofe  them,  and  a  number  of- 
boats  upon  the  rivers,  full  of  anned  men.  The 
King  of  the  Tartars  himfelf  vras  on  board  one  of  thele 
veffels.  This  expedition  was  of  fhort  duration ;  and, 
in  the  iffuc,  fully  anfwered  the  expeftation  of  the 
Ruffians.  1  cannot  pmit  a  few  particulars  of  the  laft 
aflion.  The  Tartars  in  the  boats,  being  purfiied  by 
the  Ruffians,  a  battJe  enfued  on  the  river  Irtifh.  Yar- 
niak  obferving  the  King's  barge,  ordered  his  crew  to 
|!>oard  her }  which  he  endeavouring  to  do  at  the  h^ 
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fcf  hi^  men,  jumped  fhort,  fell  into  the  river,  and  wa» 
drowned,-to  the  great  grief  of  all  his  followers.  Thus 
fell  poor  Yarmak !  Notwithftanding  this  misfortune, 
the  Ruffians  gained  a  complete  victory.  The  brave 
King  of  the  Tartars  loft  his  life  in  the  adion.  His  fon, 
and  the  reft  of  the  royal  family,  were  taken  prifoners, 
and  fent  to  Mofco^  where  they  were  honourably  re- 
ceived by  the  Czar,  and  treated  according  to  their 
quality.  The  prince  had  an  extcnfive  property 
granted  him  in  Raffia,  which  the  family  enjoys  tor 
this  day,  together  with  the  title  of  Sibiriky  Czarevitz, 
or  Prince  of  Siberia ;  which,  I  beheve^  is  a  more 
generous  treatnient  of  the  conquered  than  any  of  the 
mighty  monarchs  of  Peru  or  Mexico,  or  any  of  their 
lineage,  have  experienced. 

December  i  ith,  we  left  Vercbatima,  in  deep  fnow» 
The  cold  was  cxceffive^  and  the  Iky  clear. 

Next  day,  we  came  to  a  large  yiHage,  having  a  few 
of  the  VogulHtz  Tartars  in  the  neighbourhood  j  and,- 
the  13th,  arrived  at  the  town  of  Epantfhin.-  From 
Verchaturia  to  this  place  the  country  is  moftly  cover- 
ed with  woods;  About  the  villages  there  are  large 
phdns,  for  com  or  pafturage.  The  cattle  are  in 
good  condition.  The  horfesj  particularly,^  being  of 
the  Tartar  breeds  are  larger  and  better  ihaped  than 
6rdinary,  and  fit  for  any  ufe. 

Epantfliin  is  but  a  fmall  place,  fortified  with  a  ditch 
and  pallifades^  and  defended  by  a  few  foldiers  in  gar^- 
rifon.  This  place  is  fometimes  alarmed  with  incur-' 
fions  of  the  Tartars,  called  Koffatlhy-Orday  and  Kara- 
Kalpacks;  but  the  Ruffians  have  of  late  fo  fortified 
their  ironders^  that  thefe  rovers  appear  feldomer  than 

formerly^ 
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formerly.  Both  thefe  tribes  areMahometans^  livealwayi' 
in  tents,  and  fpread  themfelves,  with  their  flocks,  in  the 
great  defert.  Both  are  very  numerous,  and  own  fubjec- 
tion  to  different  chiefs,  whom  they  call  Batteer,  which 
lignifies  a  hero.  Thefe  arc  chofen  by  themfelves;  and 
are  the  moft  famous  among  them  for  their  abilities  in 
military  exploits.  They  are  at  continual  war  with 
the  Kalmucks,  who  inhabit  along  the  Volga,  and* 
with  all  their  other  neighbours.  They  arc  not  able 
to  {land  againft  regular  troops  ;  and,  when  attacked 
by  them,  retire  into  the  wide  defert,  with  their  families 
and  cattle,  whither  none,  but  people  accudomed  to 
their  manner  of  life,  can  follow  them. 

The  country  of  the  Kara-Kalpacks,  or  Black-Caps, 
fo  called  from  a  kind  of  caps  they  commonly  wear, 
turned  up  with  black  lamb-fkins,  lies  to  the  fouth« 
weft,  towards  the  Volga.  That  of  the  KoffatQiy-Orda 
extends  to  the  fouth-eaft,  as  far  as  the  river  Irtifli.- 
The  courfe  of  this  river  1  fliall  havje  occafion  to  mention 
afterwards.  ' 

The  14th,  we  came  to  a  pretty  large  town,  called 
Tumen,  lituated  upon  the  north  bank  of  the  river 
Tuma,  from  whence  the  place  takes  its  name.  The 
banks  of  the  Tuma  are  high  and  fteep.  There  is  a 
very  convenient  wooden  bridge  at  this  place.  The 
Tuma  has  its  fource  far  to  the  weft;  and  in  its  courfe 
is  augmented  by  the  Tura,  and  feveral  other  rivers. 
It  continues  to  run  to  the  eaft,  till,  meeting  with  the 
Tobol,  it  lofes  itfclf  and  name. 

The  country  between  Epantfhin  and  Tumen  begins^ 

to  be  more  open,  and  better  peopled,  than  that  weft- 

'  ward  of  thefe  places.    For,  befides  the  Ruflians,  who^ 

mak^ 


taait  the  greateft  part  of  die  inhabitants,  we  meet 
leveral  villages  inhabited  by  the  defendants  oi  the 
ancient  Mahometans,  \(f'ho  were  natives  of  thefe  places^ 
Thcfe  Tartars  fubfift  by  agricukure^  and  pafs  their 
fives  without  care  or  difturbance,  in  the  free  exercife 
of  their  religion,,  and  other  privileges. 

Tumen  is  a  pretty  neat  place,  and  well  fortified- 
The  ftreets  are  fpacious,  and  the  houfes  built  in  a 
ftraight  line.  The  adjacent  country  is  covered  witib 
fine  woods,  interfperfed  with  yillages,  corn-fields,  and 
pafturage  ;  and  provifions  of  all  kinds  are  very  plenti^ 
fuK  The  merchants  of  this  place  have  a  confiderable 
trade  in  furs,  particularly  the  ikins  of  foxes  and  fquir- 
rels ;  which,  indeed,  are  not  fo  valuable  here  as  they 
are  to  the  eaftward» 

Early  on  the  1 5th,.  we  left  this  plaee,  keeping  on 
our  courfe  along  the  banks  of  the  Tuma,  till  we  ar» 
rived  at  the  river  Tobol,  which  we  crofled,  and  pro* 
ceeded  along  the  eaftem  bank,  through  a  fine  country, 
and  well  peopled.  Though  the  froft  ftill  continued 
ftrong,  it  was  not  near  fo  violent  and  piercing  as 
about  Solikamiky  i  which  may  proceed  from  the 
woods  being  cut  down,  and  the  country  cultivated.. 
On  the  other  lide  of  the  river,  indeed,  the  face  of  the 
country  appeared  flat  and  moralTy,  abounding  with- 
tall  and  dark  woods. 

The  1 6th,  about  noon,  we  were  in  fight  of  the  city 
of  ToboUky,  though  diftant  from  us  about  tmeaty 
Englifli  mites.  It  ftands  upon  a  very  high  bank  of 
the  Tobol.  The  walls  are  white,  and  the  croiles  and 
eupohs  of  the  churches  guilded,  and  make  a  very 
fine  appearance.    About  two  o'clock  we  arrived  fafe 

at 
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at^the  city  of  Tobolfky,  the  capital  of  this  mighty  pro-t 
vince,  and  the  refidence  of  the  governour.  We  lodg- 
ed in  the  broad-ftreet,  leading  to  the  govemour'sr 
palace,  and  the  courts  of  juftice. 

We  travelled  between  Tumen  and  Toboliky,  about 
two .  hundred  and  fifty  verft,  in  the  fpace  of  thirty 
hours.  Sledges  are  the  moft  fimple  and  convenient 
machines  for  travelling  on  (how  that  can  be  imagined.- 
And  the  perfon  in  the  fledge  may  either  fit  or  lie 
dong  upon  the  couch,  according  to  his  inclination,? 
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CHAP.    11. 

dCCURRENCES  At  TOBDLSKY,  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE 
KALMVCKS.kc,  AND  JOURNEY  CONTINUED  TO 

TOMSKY. 

JL  OBOLSKT  is  fituated  in  latitude  58  degrees  40  mi- 
nutes norths  at  the  conflux  of  the  Irtiih  and  ToboL 
From  this  bft  the  city  has  its  name.  Both  thefe 
rivers  are  navigable  for  feveral  hjmdred  miles  above 
diis  place;  The  Irtiih,  after  receiving  the  Tobol,  be-' 
cojnes  a  noble  ftream>  and  difch^rges  kfelf  into  the 

Oby. 


'TO    PEKIK.  135- 

■  Qby.  This  fituation  was  chofen  by  the  Ruffiins, 
both  for  its  ftrength  and  beauty.  Formerly  the  Tar* 
tar  princes  had  their  abode  at  a  place  about  thirty 
verft  fouth  from  ToboKky,  which  is  now  neglected 
and  nunous. 

Tobolflcy  is  fortified  with  a  ftrong  brick  wall,  hav- 
ing fquare  towers  and  baftions  at  proper  diftances^ 
and  is  well  fumiflied  with  military  (lores.  Within  the 
town  ftand  the  govemour's  palace,  courts  of  juflice, 
feveral  churches  built  of  brick,  particularly  a  large 

« 

.cathedral,  and  the  palace  of  the  Archbilhop.  From 
the  walls  you  have  a  very  exteniive  profped  of  a  fine 
country,  efpecially  to  the  fouth.  To  the  weft  the 
land  is  alfo  flat,  and  overgrown  with  tall  woods.  The 
inhabitants  are  chiefly  Ruffian^,  of  different  profef- 

fions ;  many  of  them  are  merchants,  and  very  rich, 

< 

by  the  profitable  trade  they  carry  on  to  the  bor- 
ders of  China,  and  many  places  of  their  own 
country. 

Thefe  live  moftly  upon  the  hill.  Under  the  hill, 
in  the  fuburbs,  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  are  fe- 
veral large  ftregts,  called  the  Tartar-ftreets,  occupied 
by  the  remains  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of.  thefe 
parts.  Here,  as  at  other  places,  thef(f  people  enjoy 
the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  and  the  privilege$ 
of  trade.  They  refemble,  in  their  perfons,  religion, 
language,  and  manners,  the  Tartars  of  Cazan  and 
Aftrachan.  Their  houfes  are  very  cleanly.  They 
are  very  courteous  to  ft  rangers,  and  efteemed  honeft; 
on  which  account  they  get  great  credit  in  their  com- 
mercial aflfairs.      Befides  the  fortification  formerly 
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»i«ntioned  about  the  town^  the  whole  fuburbs  are  finw 
rounded  with  a  ditch  and  pallilades. 

When  we  were  at  ToboUky,  Siberia  was  fuperia* 
tended  by  Mr  Petrof  Solovoy,,  vice-govemour,  a  pcr- 
fon  well  acquainted  with  the  bufinefs  of  the  govern- 
inent^  and  a  Captain  of.  the  guards.  The  former 
govemour^  Kneaz  Gagarin,  had  incurred  his  Majefty's 
ctifpleafure,  and  was  recalled;  and  his  fucceflbr,  Kneaz 
Alexie  Michaylovitz  Cherkalky,  a  nobleman  wotthy 
of  fuch  an  important  truft,  was  not  yet  arrived. 

As  in  moft  odier  towns  durough  which  we  pafled, 
we  found  here  many  Swedifh  officers  of  diftin£tion» 
Among  others,  Monfieur  Dittmar,  formerly  fecretaiy 
to  Charles  XIL  King  of  Sweden.  He  was  a  nathre  of 
Livonia,  and  equally  efteemed  for  his  probity  and  ca* 
pacity.  He  was  much  refpeded  by  the  late  gover* 
nour)  who,  indeed,  was  a  friend  to  all  tfaefe  unfortu- 
nate gentlemen.  They  w^e  allowed  to  walk  about 
at  large,  a-hunting  or  filhing,  and  even  permitted  to 
travel  to  other  places,  to  viiit  their  countrymen*  For 
my  part,  I  think  the  greatelt  favour  his  Majefly  fhew- 
ed  thefe  prifoners,  was  the  cantoninjg  them  in  thefe 
parts^  where  they  may  live  well  at  a  fmall  expence, 
and  enjoy  all  the  liberty  that  perfons  in  their  circum- 
ftances  can  expe£l. 

I  cannot  but  obferve,  that  the  Swedifh  prifoners,  dif- 
perfed  in  mofl:  of  the  towns  in  this  country,  contrir 
buted  not  a  little  to  the  civilizing  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  diftant  regions,  as  they  were  the  means  of  intrO" 
ducing  feveral  ufeful  arts,  which  were  almoft  unknown 
(lefore  their  arrival. 

JVIgiiy  of  the  officers,  being  gentlemen  of  liberal 
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ib^ti£a^0D,  die  better  to  fupport  their  tedious  captivity^ 
devoted  their  time  to  the  ftudy  of  the  more  agreeable 
tnd  enterraining  parts  of  fcience^  particularly  mulic  and 
painting ;  wherein  fome  of  them  attained  to  great  per* 
fe^on.  I  Was  prefent;  at  feveral  bf  their  cohcerts  ; 
and  was  not  a  little  furprifed  to  find  fuch  harmony^ 
snd  variety  of  mtifical  infiruments,  in  this  part  of  tht 

ivorld. 

They  fometitnes  amtifed  themftlves  with  teaching 
yomig  gentlemen  and  ladies  the  French  and  German 
languages,  mu(tc,  dancing,  and  other  fimilair  accom^ 
pliihments  $  whereby  they  gained  many  friends  among 
the  people  of  diftin&icMi ;  a  drcumftance,  to  men  ia 
dieir  fituation,  both  honourable  and  ufehil. 

In  ToboUky  there  are  always  about  five  or  fix  thou* 
fend  regular  troops,  horfe  and  foot,  befides  a  number 
of  irregulars^  Thefe  troops,  added  to  the  natural 
ftrength  of  the  place,  effedually  fecure  it  from  any 
attaclcs  of  the  neighbouring  Tartars. 

The  woods  and  fields  about  Tobolfky  are  ilored 
with  all  kinds  of  game  natuial  to  the  climate ;  fuch 
as  the  coq4imoge,  coq-bruiere,  and  {^ihiiois )  the  laflT 
are  about  ihe  fize  o^  a  partridge,  their  fleih  is  white^ 
and  very  agreeable.  There  is  another  kind  of  thefe 
gilinots,  fomewhat  larger,  with  rough  feet,  which,  in 
the  vnntcr^  turn  iftrhite,  as  a  dove.  Alio  the  common 
|>anridge,  which,  on  the  approach  of  winter^  fiiei  <^ 
to  u.ore  temperate  climates  ;  wood^cocks^  a  great 
variety  of  Inipes,  ^hich  fly  off  in  autumn,  after  hav* 
Ing  hatched  their  young.  As  for  watei-fbwl,  no 
country  in  the  world  can  produce  luch  numl>er89  and 
variety  j  they  are  alfo  birds  of  paflage.    In  my  Per* 
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(ian  joumal,  I  gave  an  account  of  the  vaft  flocks  of 
thefe  fowls  on  the  ihores  of  the  Cafpian  Sea« 

Here  alfo  you  medt  with  feveral  kinds  of  finatf 
birds,  about  the  fize  of  a?  lai^k^  particularly  thofe  calU 
ed  Ihow-birds.  They  come  to  Siberia  in  vail  flocks 
in  autunuiy.  wd  remain  till  the  fpring,  when  they  dif- 
appear.  Many  of  them  are  white  as  fhow,  fome 
fpeckled,  and  others  all  over  browns  They  arc  rec- 
koned a  V^  fine  ^d  delicious  difh.' 

I  obferved  another  very  pretty  bird,  about  the  fire 
of  a  thrufh,  having  beautiful  red  and  yellow  feathers 
in  the  wings  and  tail,  with  a  tuft  of  brown  feathers 
on  its  head,  which  it  raifes  at  pleafure.  Thefe  are  al»> 
fo  birds  of  paflag^  f  and,  as  they  breed  no  where  ia 
JCurope  or  Afia^  that  I  know  o£,  perhaps  bbtli  thefe 
and  the  fnow-birds  may  eome  te  Siberia  from  the 
northern  parts  o£  America.  This  conjecture  will  ap- 
pear not  improbable,  when  k  is  confidered,  that  thefe 
birds  are  of  a  hardy  nature,  and  the  flight  not  fo  far 
as  is  generally  imagined. 

In  the  woods  are  various  kinds  of  wild  beafts-^ 
fuch  as  bears,  wolves,  lynxes,  feveral  ft>rts  of  foxe^. 
fquirrels,  ermins^  fables^  martins,,  and  rofio-mack^^ 
called  feelfrefs-  by  the  Germans.  The  furs  are  better 
of  their  kinds  than?  thofe  of  any  other  country.  The 
ermins  commonly  burrow  in  the.  open  fields,  and 
a^e  caught  in  traps  baited  with  a  bit  of  fiefh  ; 
this  is  done  only  in  the  winter^  when  they  ai^e 
altogether  white,  and  the  fur  mofi:  valuable.^  In  fum- 
mer  moil  of  thefe  animals  turn  brown,  when  they  ai;e 
not  kilkdy  becaufe,  at  this  f^on,  the  fur  is  of  little 
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•««re.  There  are  alfo  ottars  in  the  rivers  and  Idkes, 
vbofe  (kins  yield  a  <:onfiderable  profin  Indeed,  fur» 
of  all  forts,  in  this  country,  are  very  profitable.  At 
^refent,  few  fables  are  <^ught  in  this  neighbourhood  ; 
it  is  faid  they  fly  from  fmoke,  which,  perhaps,  is  part- 
ly true  ;  yet  I  am  apt  to  believe,  that  ibefe  poor  ani« 
mals  are  chafed  away  towards  !the  north,  to  fhe  wUd 
woods,  .on  account  of  the  hi^  value  cf  theif  ildns. 
The  woads  of  Siberia  abound  'alfo  with  venifon  of 

•feveral  forts;  as  elk,  ndn-d^r,  roe-lxick^  together 
with  an  incredible  number  of  hares,  which  change 
-their  colour,  from  brown  in  fummer  to  white  in  win- 
der. The  hares  are  generally  caught  by  the  country 
-people  in  toils,  more  on  account  of  their  (kins  than 
their  flefh,  of  which  they  make  but  Krtle  ufe*  The 
ikins  are  bought  by  the  merchants,  and  fent,  in  great 
quantities,  to  St  Peterlburgh,  and  other  ports,  in  order 

"to  be  exported  to  England,  Holland,  and  other  coun- 

• 

•tries,  where  they  are  chiefly  manufaftured  into  hats. 

Having  defcribad  the  land  animals,  i  {hall  now  give 
t  fome  account  of  the  fifli.     In  my  opinion,  there  are 
iew  ^countries  in  the  world  fo  well  watered,  with  fine 
•navigable  rivers  and  lakes,  as  Siberia  ;  and  few  rivers 
and  lakes  produce  greater  4|uantities,  or  more  variety, 
of  ejccellent  frefh  water  fift,  <han  thofe  pi  this  coun- 
try.    For,  befides  fturgeon,  -white-fifh,  fterlet,  and 
•'Others,  to  be  found  in  the  Volga,  and  the  rivers  in 
'  Ruffia,  there  are  feveral  kinds  peculiar  to  this  part  of 
•the  world  ;  particularly  the  muchfoon,  about  the  fize. 
>af  a  large  caip,  and  much  efteemed  by  perfons  of 
delicate  tafte. 

Southward 
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Southvard  from  Tobolflcy  the  foil  is  fruT  ful,  p»« 
dttcing  abundance  of  wheat,  rjre,  barley,  oats,  and 
i6thLT  grain-  Th^  cattle  alfo  are  very  nunerous,  and 
ID  winter  are  fed  with  bay^  In  a  word,  provifions  of 
all  kinds  arc  extremely  reafonable.  From  what  I 
have  iaid,  it  will  appear,  that  Tobolflcy  is  by  no  meant 
fuch  a  difagreeable  place  as  is  generally  imagined^ 
Whatever  the  opinions  of  mankind  may  be,  it  is  the 
bufinefis  pf  a  traveller  ro  defcribe  places  and  thingi 
ivithout  prejudice  or  partiality,  and  exhibit  them  fairi 
ly  as  they  really  appear*  This  principle  it  iball  be  my 
ftudy  to  keep  always  in  view. 

Captain  Tabar,  a  SwediOi  officer,  was  at  this  time 
writing  a  hiftory  of  Siberia^  He  waa  a  gentleman 
▼ery  capable  for  fuch  a  performance ;  and,  if  it  (hall 
ever  be  publifhe  %  it  can  ot  fail  of  giving  great  fatijCi 
fisi&ion  to  the  curious. 

Before  1  leave  Toboliky,  it  will  not  be  improper  to 
give  a  fhort  account  of  the  famous  river  Iruih,  thaX 
pafTes  this  plpce*  It  continues  its  courfe  a  little  to  tha 
caftward  of  the  north,  in  a  ftrong  but  fmooth  current^ 
viiiting  feveral  mall  town  and  villages,  and  receiving 
.many  leifer  ftreams^  and  a  large  river  called  Konda^ 
running  eaftward,  till  it  difcharges  itielf  into  the  Oby^ 
at  a  ti)wn  called  Samarlofsky-yamm,  about  fix  Jbua^ 
dred  verft  below  Tobollky« 

The  Irtifh  takes  its  rife  from  a  great  lake,  nam* 
ed  Korzan,  in  a  mountainous  country,  abou^  fi£i 
teen  hundred  verfl  to  the  fouthward  of  lobolfkyw 
The  country  about  this  lake  is  inhabited  by  the  BlacJt 
Kalmucks,  a  mi;;hty  and  numerous  -people^  govtroed 

Iqr  a  prince  called  Kontayihsu    Fran  thde  the  KaU 
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mmAt  on  the  Volga  are  defcended.  After  &e  Irdlk 
bath  run  for  many.  ^lJle8  through  a  hilly  country 
covered  vriA  wood,  it  pafles  through  a  fine  fruitful 
plain,  inhabited  by  the  Kalmucks,  tili.it  comes  to  i 
houfe  Qtlled  Sedmy*palaty,  or  the  Seven  Roorns^ 
fituated  to  the  right  in  eotnino^  down  the  river.  It  it 
very  furprifing  to  find  fuch  a  regular  edifice  in  thf 
iniddle  of  a  defert.  Some  of  the  Tarts^rs  fay  it  was 
built  by  Tamerlane,  called  by  the  Tartras,  Temyr<» 
ick-fack,  or  Lame-temyr ;  others  by  Gingeez^haiu 
The  building,  according  the  bed  information  1  could 
obtain,  is  of  brick  or  (lone,  well  iiniihed,  and  comi» 
Hues  (till  entire.  It  confifts  of  ftven  apartmefats  uiu 
4er  on^  roof,  from  whence  it  has  the  name  'of  the 
Seven  Palaces.  Several  of  thefe  rooms  are  filled  wkli 
IcroUs  of  glazed  paper,  £iirly  written,  and  many  of 
them  in  gilt  charaders.  Some  of  the  fcrolis  are  black, 
but  the  greateft  part  white,  I'he  language  in  whidi 
^ey  are  written  is  that  of  the  Tonguft,  or  Kalmucks; 
While  I  was  at  Tobolfl^y,  I  met  with  a  foldier  in  the 
fireet  with  a  bundle  of  thefe  papers  in  his  hand :  He 
aiked  me  to  buy  them ;  which  1  did  for  a  fmall  fuou 
I  kept  them  till  my  arrival  in  England,  when  I  diftrU 
tmted  them  among  my  friends ;  particularly  to  that 
learned  antiquarian  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  who  valued 
fhem  at  a  high  rate,  M^d  gave  them  a  pbce  in  hi^ 
celd>rated  m^fsBum, 

Two  of  thefe  fcrolis  were  fent,  by  order  of  the  Em^ 
peror  Peter  the  Firft,  to  the  Royal  Academy  at  I^'s* 
The  Academy  letumed  a  tranflation,  trhich  1  faw  in 
^  rarity-chamber  at  St  Peterlburgh*    One  of  them 

fOUtaiiiei  a  cenati&oii  toalamaorprieft;  ^nd  the 

other 
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Clhcr  a  form  of  prayer  to  the  Deity.  Whether  this  intciw 
fjretation  may  be  depended  on,  I  fhall  not  determine. 
The  Tartars  efteem  them  all  iacred  writings,  as  ap» 
|>ears  from  the  care  they  take  to  preferve  them.  Pcr^ 
liaps  they  may  contain  ibme  curious  pieces  ofrQnti(}ui* 
iy,  particularly  of  ancient  hiflory^  Abore  the  Sedmy^ 
paJaty,  towards  the  fource  of  the  Irttfb,  upon  the  hilit. 
and  valleys,  grows  the  faueil  shubarb  in  the  worlds 
without  the  Jeaft  culture. 

.  Several  days  jouoiey  jfrom  the  Palaces,  down  the 
Irtifh,  on  the  weftem  bank,  fiands  an  old  tower 
aamed  KaIfata2dn{haba(lHia,  or  the  tower  of  Kalbazin* 
Below  this  is  the  lake  Yamiflioff,  to  the  right,  w4iere 
theUufliaxis  iiave  b\uk  a  fmall  fort,  for  the  cdxu 
ireniency. of  making  and  gathering  fait  from  that  lake, 
great  (|uaatities  ^hereof  are  made  by  the  lun ;  it  is 
Jbrought  in  barks  down  the  river  to  T^oboliky,  z^d 
other  places.  This  fort  xreat^d  fome  jealoufy  to  icht 
JContayiha  ;  he  fent  an  ambaflador  to  the  govemour 
of  Siberia,  requefting  to  have  it  demoliihed ;,  but  this 
idemand  not  being  granted^  the  •difference  came  to  jam 
open  ruptuce,  the  event  of  which  time  muft  discover. 
•  D^fcending  .farthei;,  you  meet  with  another  fettl^- 
ment  of  the  Ruffians,  called  ShelezinfiLy,  from  a  rivit- 
Jet  of  that  nai^  in  its  neigbburhood.  A  little  below 
Bhele2dn0Ly  ftands  Omuika,  a  confiderable  town, 
which  alfo  derives  its  name  from  a  river.  Both  thefe 
places  are  fituated  on  the  eaftem  bank  of  the  Irtifli. 
You  now  pafs  fome  inconfiderable  places  before  yo« 
arrtve  at  Tara,  a  little  town  fituated  on  the  weftem 
lianky  oa  the  road  leading  from  ToboUky  to  Tomflcj^ 

thrnnffii 
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tl^Hroa^h  a  country  called  Baraba,  of  which  I  fhaH 
give  fbme  account  ag  we  proceed  to  the  eaft.   ' 

,  Between  Tara  and  Tobolfky  are  a  few  fmall  towns'^ 
and  many  villages^  inhabited  by  Mahometan  Tartars^ 
And  the  country  abounds  with  corn,,  cattle,  and  fin«^ 
pafturage. 

i  have  now  pointed  out  the  courfe  of  the  Irtifli  rill 
k  reaches-  Tobo^y,  and  from  thence  rill  it  empties  it«» 
felf  into  the  river  Oby.  I  have  nothing  fiirther  to  re* 
mark  concerning  ToboUky  and  the  country  around  it, 
and  ihould  therefore  now  purfue  our  jpurney  to  the^ 
caftward  j  but^  before  I  leave  this  place,  I  im^ne  it 
will  not  be  improper  to  fubjoin  a  few  more  partieulara 
relarive  to  the  Kontayfha,  Prince  of  the  Kalmucks^ 
whom  I  formerly  menrioned.  I  am  the  more  inclined 
to  do  this,  as  I  can  enrirdy  depend  on  my  intelliv 
gcnce,  having  procured  it  from  perfons  who  have 
been  in  that  country,  and  feen  this  prince  ;  but  par* 
Ocularly  from  an  ingenious  and  penetrating  gientle* 
man^  who-  fills-  a  public  office  in  this  place,  and  waa 
employed  in  feveral  melTagcs  to  him  from  the  late 
govemour  of  Siberia^ 

.  The  territories  of  this  prince  are  bounded  by  three  • 
©f  the  moft  potent  empiresr  in  the  world  ;  on  the  north 
by  Ruflia,  by  China  on  the  eaft,  and  by  the.  country 
of  the  Great  Mogul  to  the  fbuth.  From  the  two  firft 
he  i&  feparated  by  defert  plains,  and  from  jhe  third  hj 
almoft  impaiTable  mountains.  To  the  fouth-wefl  hi^ 
fronrie^s  reach  near  to  Bucharia.  'J'he  Kontayiha  ia 
a  very  powerful  prince,  and  able  to  bring  into  the 
ifteld,  at  a  fhort  warning,  an  hundred  thoufand  horfe* 
fifte%  who  ar^  all  of  them  able-bodied  men,  well 
<.  mounted^ 
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tnotmtdlt  and  armed  with  bows  attd  arfoWs^  talMM 
and  fabres.  This  is  a  greater  number  of  horfe  than 
any  prince  that  i  know  can  mufter,  except  his  RitiEaa 
llffajeftyy  and  the  Emperor  of  China.  TheTe  Tartara 
five  in  tents  aU  the  year,  removing  £rom  pbce  ta 
place,  as  called  by  nwCs^flity  or  inclination.  This  is 
the  moft  ancient  and  pleafant  manner  of  life.  It  ia 
entertaining  to  hear  them  commiferate  thofe  who  am 
confined  to  one  place  of  abode,  and  obliged  to  fup» 
port  themfelvet  by  labour,  which  they  reckon  tte 
greateft  flavery« 

The  Kontayiba  has  always  fomic  thoufands  of  hm 
fubje^  encamped  near  himlelf,  who  treat  him  with 
great  reneration  and  refpe^  And,  in  juftice  to 
bim^  It  muft  be  Confeflcd,  that  he  is  as  attentive  to  the 
interefts  of  his  people,  and  as  afliduous  in  the  ad^ 
sniniftration  of  juftice,  in  particular,  as  if  they  wem 
his  own  children* 

The  Kalmucks  are  not  fuch  favage  people  as  thef 
are  g^eraliy  reprelented  ;  for  I  am  mformed,  a  per^ 
fon  may  travel  among  them  with  greater  fafety,  bodi 
to  his  perfon  and  cd'cds,  than  in  many  other  coua^ 

tries* 

The  Kontayfha  received  the  deputies  from  the  gO* 
Vemour  of  Siberia,  like  anibaiiaaors  from  foreign 
princes,  and  treated  th^m  accordingly.  This  (bowa 
iwhat  high  refped  thtfe  eaftern  princes  entenain  for 
his  Czaiiih  Majefty,  when  tht  govemour  of  Siberia  ti 
regarded  as  a  lovereign.  The  ceremony  (m  thefii 
occalions  was  as  follows. 

The  deputy  with  his  fervants  were  admitted  inio 
the  t^ht,  where  the  Kontayflia  fat  with  his  queen  aikl 
Several  childrea  about  him.    He  defired  all  of  thau 


kd  fit  down  oh  carpets  or  mats ;  for  the  Slalmiicka, 
like  mod  Afiatics,  ufe  ho  chairs.  They  were  enter** 
tained  with  tda  before  dinner ;  and,  after  it,  the  Kon- 
tayflia  difmiifed  the  deputy  in  a  friendly  manner,  telk* 
tng  him,  \ke  would  fend  for  him  next  day  to  receive 
an  anfwer  to  the  govemour's  letter,  which  he  pun^lu- 
ally  performed.  This  anfwer  was  expreffed  in  very 
{Jain  and  concife  terms.  Thefe  Tartars,  in.  general, 
write  with  brevity  and  perfpicuity.  I  have  feen  feveral 
X>{  their  letters  tranflated,  v^hich  pleafed  me  extremely, 
as  they  contain  no  tedious  preambles,  nor  difgufting 
repetitions,  which  ferve  only  to  perplex  the  reader. 

The  Emperor  of  China  was  fome  time  ago  engaged 
hi  a  war  with  the  Kontayfha,  about  fome  frontier 
towns,  of  which  the  latter  took  pofleffion,  and  main- 
tained his  claim  with  ia  ftrong*  army.  The  Emperor 
fent  againil  him  an  army  of  three  hundred  thoufand 
men,  under  the  command  of.  his  fourteenth  fon,  who 
is  redconed  the  bed  generkl  of  all  his  children*  VtoU 
wkhftanding  their  fuperiority  in  numbers,  the  Kon-^ 
tayfha  defeated  the  Chinefe  in  Several  adlions.  The 
Emperor,  at  laft,  thought  it  beft'  to  accommodate 
the  difference,  and  a  peace  was  coticluded^  to  the  fk^ 
tisfadion  of  both  parties* 

It  muft  be  dbferved,  that  the  Chinefe,  being  obKg- 
cd  to  undertake  a  long  and  difficult  march,  through  a 
dcfert  and  bart-eh  country,  lying  weftward  of  the  long 
Wali,being  aUb  inciunbered  with  artillery andheavy  car^ 
riages,  containing  provifions  for  the  whole  army  during 
their  march,  had  their  force  greatly  dimxnilhed  before 
they  itached  the  enemy.  The  Kontayflia^  on  the  other 
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band,  having  intelligence  of  the  great  army  eomin|( 
againft  him,  waited  patiently  on  his  own  frontiers  till 
the  enemy  was  within  a  few  days  march  of  his  camp, 
when  he  fent  out  detachments  of  light  horfe,  to  fet 
^e  to  the  grafs,  and  lay  walte  the  comitiy.  He  alfo 
.di(lra£ted  them,  day  and  night,  with  repeated  ahnhs, 
which,  together  with  want  of  provifions,  oUiged  them 
to  retire  with  confiderable  lofs*  , 
;  This  method  of  carrying  on  war,  by  wafting  the 
country,  is  very  ancient  amon^  the  Tartars,  and  prac*- 
tifed  by  all  of  them  from  the  Danube  eaftward.  This 
circumftance  renders  them  a  dreadful  enemy  to  regu- 
lar troops,  who  mull  thereby  be  deprived  of  all  fub- 
iiftence,  while  the  Tartars,  having  always  many 
ipare  hoxfes  to  kill  and  eat,  are  at  no  lois  for  pro- 
vifions. 

I  have  «nly  to  add,  that  the  Kontayflia  muft  be  th«^ 
Jame  prince  who,  in  our  European  mzj^  is  generally 
called  the  Great  Cham  of  Tartary.  As  no  Europeans, 
travel  through  that  country,  thefe  maps  muft  be  very 
erroneous.  It  is,  howev^,  to  be  expe&ed,  that  th« 
J^uilians  will  in  time  make  a  more  complete  difcovery 
pf  the  eaftem  parts  of  Aila. 

Our  baggage  did  not  arrive  at  ToboUky  till  tha» 
23d  of  December.  The  people  refreshed  themfdbres 
till  the  27th,  when  they  again  fe(  out,  taking  the  road 
along,  the  Irtiih  to  Tara.  The  amj^aflador  and  hk 
z^tijLoe  remained,  to  paf$  the  reft  of  the  holidays. 
;  January  9th,  1720,  we  proceeded  towards  Tanu 
"^e  pafied  through  many  Tartar  villages ;  and  at  mgtit 
Ipdged  in  one  of  their  little  huts,  and  warmed  oui^ 
fellies  at  a  good  fire  on  thf  hearth.    Thefe  houfe^. 

confiit 
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fconfiil  generally  of  pne  or  two  rooms,  ^^cordillg  !• 
«the  ability  of  the  landlord.     Near  to  the  hearth  » 
4ixed  an  iron  kettle,  to  drefs  the  vi£bials^     In  one 
.end  of  the  apartment  is  placed  a  bench,  about  eigh- 
iteen  inches  high,  and  fix  feet  btoad,  covered  witii 
mats,  or  ikins  of  wild  heads,  upon  which  all  the  fa- 
mily fit  by  day,  and  fleep  in  the  night.   The  walls  arc 
.built  of  wood  and  mofs,   confiding  of  large  beams, 
Jaid  one  above  another,  with  a  layer  of  mofs  between 
every  two  beams.   All  the  roofs  are  raifed.    A  fquare 
hole  is  cut  out  for  a  window,  and,  to  fupply  the  want 
of  glafs,  a  piece  of  ice  js  fonuedto  fit  the  pls^ce  exad- 
ly,  which  lets  in  a  gPOd  ligbt.     Two  or  three  pieces 
will  laft  the  whole  winter.     Thefe  Tartars,  are  very 
neat  and  cleanly,  both  in  their  perfons  and  houfes. 
They  ufe  no  ftove^  as  the  Ruffians  do.    Near  th^ 
houfe  there  Is  commonly  a  (ha4e  for  the  cattle;^ 

We  continued  pur  jommej  along  the  banks  of  the 
Irtifti,  having  the  :iiver  to  tte  rigbc  or  left,  as  the  roa(J 
lay  from  one  Tartar  village  to  another. 

The  1 5th,  we  reached  Tara,  a  fniall  town,  reckon- 
ed about  five  hundred  veril  from  Tobolfky.  In  all 
this  road  we  4kd  n»X  m^Qt  with  a  Ruffian  village,  ex« 
cept  a  fmall  one  «ear  Tara^  The  covm^try  abounds 
with  woods,  corn-fields,  and  fi:ie  pafbirage ;  which 
appeared  fufficiently  from  the  quantities  of  hay,  and 
the  good  condition  of  the  cattle,  though  tlie  face  of 
yhe  country  was  covered  with  deep  liiow.  We 
found  the  air  at  Tara  much  milder  than  at  any  place 
fmce  we  left  Kazan. 

'    Tara  is  fituated  on  the  Irtifh,  and  fortified  with  a 
,deep  ditch^  ftrong  pallilades,  and  wooden  tQwers,  fuffi. 
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•rfehl  to  ddfend  it  againft  the  fudden  attacks  of  the* 
iTattars,  called  Koffatfliy-orda,  who  inhabit  weftwari 
<)f  the  Irtifh,  and  are  very  troublefome  neighbours. 

Hefe  we  laid  in  provifions  for  our  journey  over  the 
-^raba,  which  fignifies,  in  the  1  artar  language,  a 
tnarihy  plain.  Its  inhabitants  are  a  mixture  of  diffierent 
Tartar  tribes,  called  Barabintyy,  from  the  name  of  the 
^untry  in  which  they  live.  Iliey  are  a  poor  miferable 
^)eople,  being  treated  as  fubjefts  both  by  the  Emperor 
and  the  Contaylhaj^  and  obliged  to  pay  atrib\ite,  iH 
'furs  and  fkins  of  wild  beafts,  to  each.  They  have  no 
grain  nor  cattle  of  ?iny  kind,  except  a  few  rain-deer, 
^nd  fubfift  by  hunting  and  fifliing.  What  fifli  they 
confume  not  in  the  fiimmer,  are  dried  and  fnK)ked  fot» 
their  wnter  provifions.  "  Ihey  arc  partly  of  the  Man 
lujmetan,  and  partly  of  the  Kalmuck  religion  j  but 
this  difference  caufes  no  difputes. 

It  is  generally  reckoned,  that  more  robberies  arc 
committed  in  Baraua  than  in  any  country  on  the  road 
to  China  ;  not  by  the  natives,  for  they  are  very  honeft 
&nd  hofpitable,  but  by  the  Kalmucks,  who  conae  ta 
colled  tribute  for  the  Contayflia,  who  fometimes  pick 
tip  travellers,  and  carry  them  off,  with  all  their  effeds^ 
It  was  faid,  that  a  ftrong  party  of  them,  having  intel^ 
ligence  that  the  ambaffador  was  to  pals  that  way,, 
waited  to  intercept  him  ;  on  which  accovmt,  he  took 
thirty  dragoons,  and  fome  Coffacks,  from  the  garrifon 
ofToboUky,  to  efcort  him  to  Tomlky ;  which  waa 
i  fufficient  guard  againft  any  robbers  who  might  a(;* 
tack  us ;  and  he  knew  the  Contayfha  was  too  polite  a 
prince  to  authorife  his  fubjefts  to  moleft  any  fordgii 
mioSter  who  had  done  bim  po  injury,  notwithftaad* 


ing  the  (fifFet^nces  that  fubiifkd  betW&^l^  luid  lui 
Czarifli  Majefty, 

Our  baggage  having  waited  at  Tara  till  oar  arriv^l^ 
we  kft  that  place  on  the  1 8th  ;  and  ndxt  d^y  camfe 
to  a  large  Ruffian  village^  fixty  verft  from  Tafa^  MJ4 
the  laft  inhabited  by  Ruffians,  till  ybu  paft  )tih& 
Baraba^  and  come  to  the  river  Oby. 

In  the  places  through  which  we  pa!^^  tht  Miibod^ 
•(adur  fent  for  all  the  hunters  and  fportfmen,  thdt  ht 
might  inquire  what  kinds  of  game  and  wild  beafls 
were  in  their  neighbourhood.  Hunting  is  the  em{4(^ 
fiient  c^  xQoH  of  the  ybimg  fellows  iA  thk  c6fiais 
try,  and  is  very  profitable,  as  they  fell  the  furs  tb 
great  ^vantage.  We  found  that  this  place  produoei 
great  plenty,  both  of  game  and  wild  beaite,  but  fc^ 
fables.  In  the  fpring,  a  number  of  elks  and  Ibj^ 
come  hither  from  the  fouth ;  many  of  which  arc 
killed  by  the  inhabitants,  both  oil  acccount  ^f  their 
ilefh  and  their  hides«  What  of  the  Sefh  is  not  coo- 
fumed  frefli  they  fait.  The  hides  are  very  large,  imd 
are  drefied  into  excellent  buff.  The  huntfinan  hav2tS|; 
found  the  track  of  2^  ftag  upon  the  fnow,  purfues  k 
upon  his  fnow  fhoes,  with  his  bow  and  arrows^  MSi 
little  dog,  till  the  animal  is  quite  fatigued  ;  for,  the 
fnow  on  the  furface  being  melted  by  the  htet  of  the 
fun,  and  congealed  at  night  by  the  freft,  btit  not 
ftrong  enough  to  bear  the  weight  of  fuch  ^a  animai^ 
he  finks  deep  at  every  ftep,  and  the  ^arp  ice  cuts  his 
ancles,  and  lames  him ;  fo  that  he.t^ecomes  an  eafy 
prey  to  the  hunter. 

One  of  thefe  hunters  told  me  the  following  &orj^ 

^ckvm  cpnfinaed  by  fev^r^l  :«f  faia  neighbours  i 


jThat,  in  Ac  year  1713,  in  the  month  of  March,  he^ 
bxg  out  a-hunting,  he  difcovered  the  track  of  a  ftag, 
which  he  parfued ;  at  overtaking  the  animal,  he  vzs 
jbmewhat  ftartled,  on  obferving  it  had  only  one  horn, 
ituck  in  the  middle  of  its  forehead.    Being  n^ar  this 
grillage,  he  drove  it  home,  and  fljowed  it,  to  die  great 
admiration  of  the  fpedatcwg.    He  afterwards  killed  it, 
and  eat  the  flefli,  and  fold  the  born  to  a  comb-maker 
in  the  town  of  Tata,  for  ten  aheens,  about  fifteez^ 
f>ence  Sterling,     i.  inquired  carefully  about  the  fliapt 
'And  iize  of  this  wiicom,  as  I  fkall  call  it,  and  was 
t<Al  it  exa^bly  vefemMed  a*ftag.    The  horn  was  of  a 
l)rawniih  colour,  about  one  archeen,  or  twenty-eight 
uiches  long,  and  twifted  from  the  ^oot  till  within  a 
ihiger's  Idngth  of  the  top,  where  it  wais  divided,  like  a, 
^rk,  into  two -points  very  Iharp. 

The  19th,  we  entered  the  Baraba,  and  continued 
travelling  through  it  for  ten  day«,  when  we  came  to  a 
large  Ruffian  village  called  Tzaufky  Oftrogue,  frpm 
a  rivulet  of  that  iiame,  vrhkh  difcharges  itfelf  into  ^c 
Oby,  a  little  diftance  eaflward  horn  this  place.    H^rc 
is  a  fmall  fort,  furrounded  with  a  ditch  and  palli- 
4kdes,  mounted  with  a  few  cannon,  and  garrifoned 
l)y  fome  militia  of  the  country,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  incurfions  of  the  Kalmucks.     We  ftaid  a  day  at 
*his  place,  to  refrefli  ourfelvcs,  and,  having  changed 
jhorfes,  proceeded  towards.  Toraiky. 
'    Baraba  is  really  what  its  name  fignifies,  an  extent- 
five  marfhy  plain.   *  It  is  genei^Uy  full  of  lakes,  and 
marihy  grounds,  overgrown  with  tall  woods  of  afpin^ 
raider,  willows,  and  other  aquatics  ;  particularly  many 
lar^e  birch^trees,  having  their  bark  as  white. ajul 

imootli 


'£nooth  a«  pap^n  The  lakes  abound  with  Tanous^ 
kinds  of  fifltes,  fuch  as  pikes,  perches,  breuns,  eels^ 
And  particularly  a  fifli  called  karrafs,  of  an  uncommom 
bignefsy  and  very  faL  Thefe  the  uihabitants  dry,  in 
fummer,  for  winter  provifiooe,.  which  are  all  the  food 
to  be  found  among  them.  I  have  eat  of  it  often,  anil 
thought  it  not  difagreeable.  In  winter,  they  ufe 
melted  laow  for  water-  They  are  very  hofpitable  i 
-and  deiire  nothing  in  return  of  their  civilities,  but  a 
a  Kttle  tobacco  to  fmoke,  and  a  dram  of  brandy,  x)f 
which  they  are  very  fond.  The  dreis,.  both  of  mea 
and  women,  confifls  of  long  coats  of  fheep4kin9» 
which  they  get  from  the  Ruffians  and  ICalmiicks,  ill 
exchange  for  more  valuable  furs.  As  they  wear  nm 
other  a{^}arelv  nor  even  ihirts,  they  are  very  naftyv 
Their  huts  are  molt  miferable  habitations,  and  funk 
about  one  half  under  ground.*  We.  were  glad,  how* 
ever,  to  find  them,  as  a  baiting  place,  in  fuch  a  cold 
feafon. 

The  Barabintayy  like  moft  of  the  ancient  natives  of 
Siberia,  have  many  conjurers  among  them,  whom 
(hey  call  Shamans,  and  fometitnes  priefts.  Many  of 
the  female  fex  alfo  afTume  this  chara6):er.  The-  (ha* 
mans  are  held  in  great  efteem  by  the  people ;  they 
pretend  to  correfpondence  with  the  fliaytan,.  or  devil ; 
by  whom,  they  fay,  they  are  informed  of  all  pafl  and 
future  events,  at  any  diftanqe  of  time  or  place.  Our 
ambafTadbr  refolved  to  inquire  flriftly  into  the  truth  of 
wnzxkj  ftrange  ftories,  generally  believed^  cohcerhing 
the  Ihamans,  and  fent  for  all  of  fame  in  that  way  inr 
ihc  places  through  which,  we  pafled.^  .   ;' 
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ia  Bdnbt^  tte  went  to  yifit  a  famous  woman  d^ 
.tiiU  Qhoirafter^  Wfa(e9  we  entered  her  houfe,  flie 
continued  bufy  a}x>ut  her  domeitic  affairs^  without 
mimoft  taking  any  notice  of  her  guefts.  I^owever^ 
after,  (be  had  fmoked  a  pipe  of  tobacco,  and  drunk  a 
dram  of  brandy,  fhe  began  to  be  more  cheerful.  Our 
people  a^ed  her  fome  trifling  queftiona  about  their 
^  inend«  ;  bu^  Ihe  pretended  to  be  quite  ignorant,  till 
jBie  got  more  tobacco  and* fome  inconfiderable  pre* 
fentj^  when  fhe  began  to  collect  her  conjuring  tools^ 
Krft,  (he  brought  the  ibaytan ;  which  is  nothing  but 
a  pfecQ  of  wood,  whef  ein  is  cut  fomething  refembling 
a  haman  head,  adorned  with  many  (ilk  a^d  wooUeiL 
tags,  of  va^rious  colours  i  th^i  a  ihiall  drum,  about  a 
Ipot  diametei",  to  which  were  fixed  many  brafs  and 
iron  rings,  and  hung  round  alfo  with  rags.  She  noW 
began  a  difmal  tune,  keejping  time  with  the  drum^ 
which  flie  beat  with  a  flick  &r  that  purpofe.  Se- 
veral of  her  neighbours,  whom  fhe  had  prfeviouily 
tailed  to  her  affiftance,  joined  in  the  chorus.  During 
this  fce^ei  which  lafted  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour^ 
ihe  kept  the  fhaytan,  or  image,  clofe  by  hcrfelf,  iluck 
up  in  a  comi^*  The  chitrm  being  now  finifhed,  ihe 
f^eiired  us  to  put  our  queftions.  Her  anfwers  were 
delivered  very  artfully,  and  with  as  much  obfcurity 
md  ambiguity^  as  they  could  have  beeii  given  by  an^r 
Qrade.    Sh?  was  a  young  womau^  a&4  very  hand^ 

•  _ 

On  the  29th  of  Janultry»  w«  reached  the  Oby# 
tvhich  we  crofTed  on  the  ice,  and  euter^  a  cotmtT^ 
pretty  well  inhabited  by  Ruflians,  where  ve  fpund 
fiovUions  and  frdh  horfe8>  as  often  n  we  wanted 

them* 


them.  The  Cpuifitry  is  generally  covered  witli  wqods^ 
except  about  the  villages,  where  are  f?ne  corn-fields^ 
and  good  pafture  grounds.  Our  courfe  lay  a  little  t^ 
the  northward  of  the  eaft  from  Tzauiky  Oftrogue. 

February  4th,  we  arrived  fafe  at  the  town  of  Tom^ 
Iky,  fo  called  from  the  noble  riVer  Tomm,  upon  the 
•aftern  bank  of  which  it  (lands. 
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bCCURRENCES  AT  TOMSKV  j   OBSERVATrONS  ON  THt 
TEOLIMM  TARTARS,  &c.  AND  JOURNEY  CONTINUED 

TO  ELIMSKY. 


X  HE  citadel  of  Tomiky  is  fituated  on  atl  eminence^ 
snd  contains  the  commandant's  houfe,  public  ofEces, 
and  barrack's  for  the  garrifoUi  The  fortiiication$^ 
like  moft  others  in  this  country,  ar<3  \)f  wood.  The 
town  (lands  under  the  bill^  along  the  banks  of  the 
dver  Toomif    The  country  about  this  place  is  plea- 
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fant  and  fruitful.  From  the  top  of  the  hill  you  haTte" 
a  very  extenfive  view  every  way,  except  to  the  fouth, 
where  it  is  interrupted  by  hills.  Beyond  thefe  hills, 
there  is  a  hrgei  dry,  and  open  pbin,  which  ftretches 
a  great  way  fouthward. 

About  eight  or  ten  datys  journey  from  Tomflcy,  in 
this  plain,  are  found  many  tombs,  and  burying  places 
of  ancient  heroes,  who,  in  all  probability,  fell  in  bat- 
tle. Thefe  tombs  are  eafily  diftinguiflied  by  the 
mounds  of  earth  and  ftonei  raifed  upon  diem^  When^ 
or  by  whom,  thefe  battles  were  fought,  fo  far  to  the. 
northward,  is  uncertain*^  I  was  informed  by  the  Tar- 
tars in  the  Baraba,-  that  Tamerlane^^  or  Timyr-ack-- 
fack,  as  they  call  him,  had  many  engagements  in  that 
country  with  the  Kalmucks,  whom  he  ia  vain  endea-* 
voured  to  conquer.  Many  perfons  go  from  Tomlky 
and  other  parts  every  fummer  to  thefe  graves,  which 
they  dig  up,  and  find,  among  the- afties  of  the  dead,, 
confiderable  quantities  of  gold,  filver,  brafs,  and  fome- 
precious  Hones ;  but  particularLy  hik&of  fwords  and  ar-* 
mour.  They  find  alfo  ornaments  of  faddles  and  bridles, 
and*  other  trappings  for  horfes,  and  even  the  boiies  of 
horfes,  and  fometimes  thofe  of  elephants.  Whence  it 
appears,,  that  when  aity  general  or  perlbn  of  diflin&ion. 
was  interred^  all  his  arms,  his  favourite  hprfe  and  fer- 
vant,  were  buried  with  him  in  the  fame  grave :  This  cus- 
tom prevails  to  this  day  among  the  Kalmucks  and  other 
Tartars^,  and  feems  to  be  of  great  antiquity.  It  appears  • 
from  the  iiumbeV  of  graves,  that  many  dioufands  muft 
have  fallen  on  thefe  plains ;  for  the  people  have  con« 
tinued  to  dig  for  fuch  treafure  many  years,  and  ftiU 
'  find  it  unexhaufled.  They  are  fox^etimes  indeed  inter- 
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*;nipted,  and  robbed  of  all  their  booty,  by  parties  of  the 
Kalmucks,  -  who  abhor  the  difiurbi.  g  tx^e  afhes  of  the 
-dead. 

1  have  feen  feveral  pieces  of.  armour,  and  other  curio* 
fities,  that  «ivere  dug  out  of  thefe  tombs,  particularly 
an  armed  man  on  horfeback,  call  in  brafs,  of  no  mean 
defign  nor  workmanfhip ;  alfo  6gures  of  deer,  caft  in 
.pure  gold,  which  were  fplit  through  the  middle,  and 
liad  fome  fmall  holes  in  them,  as  imended  .for  orxia« 
sinents  to  a  quiver,  or  the  furniture  of  a  horfe. 

Wiiile  we  were  at  Tomiky,  one  of  thefe  graverdig^ 
gers  tQld  me,  that  lonce  they  lighted  on  an  arched 
vault,  wiiQre  they  found  the  remains  of  a  man,  with 
his  bow,  arF^ws,  4ai\(;e,  s^nd  other  arms,  lying  toge- 
ther on  a  fiiver  table.  On  touching  the  body  it  fell 
to  duft.  T;he  .yaljue  ..of  the  tabJe  and  ^rms  was  very 
confiderable. 

The  country  about  flie  •fource  of  !the  river  Tomn;, 
near  which  thefe  tombs  are,  is  very  fruitful  and  plea- 
fant.  At  the  fourqe  of  the  Tomm,  the  Ruffians  have 
a  fmall  town  called  Kuznetiky.  This  river  is  formed 
by  the  Kondoma^  rjul  many  JefTer  rivers ;  all  which 
run  to  the  north. 

In  the  hills  aboye  Kuznerfky,  there  had  lately  been 
difcovered  rich  mines  of  copper,  and  fome  of  filver  ; 
which,  fince  1  was  in  this  country,  have  been  greatly 
improved. 

On  the  hills,  and  in  the  woods  near  this  place,  are 
many  forts  of  wild  beads,  particularly  the  urus,  or 
uhr-ox,  one  of  the  fiercefl  animals  the  world  pre<^ 
duces,  and  exceeding,  in  fize  and  {Irength,  djl  the 
Jiomed  fpecies.    Their  force  and  agility  is  fiich,  that 

n# 


tS6  A    JOURNEY 

'  no  wolf,  bear,  nor  tiger,  dare  to  engage  with  thesu 
Thefe  animals  are  found  in  the  woods  of  Poland,  and 
fome  other  parts  of  Europe.  As  they  are  well  known 
I  need  not  deicribe  them. 

In  the  lame  woods  is  found  another  fpecies  of  oxen^ 
called  bubul  by  the  Tartars  ;  it  is  not  fo  big  as  the 
mrus  ;  its  body  and  limbs  are  very  handfome ;  it  haft 
a  high  fhoulder  and  a  flowing  tail,  with  long  hair 
growing  from  the  rump  to  the  extremity,  like  that  of 
a  horfe.  hole  I  faw  were  tame,  and  as  tradable  as 
other  cattle.  Here  are  alfo  wild  aifes.  I  have  feen 
many  of  their  ikins.  They  have,  in  all  refpeds,  the 
head,  tail,  and  hoofs  of  an  ordinary  afs ;  but  their 
hair  is  waved,  white  and  brown,  like  that  of  a  tiger. 

There  is,  befides,  a  number  of  wild  horfes,  of  a 
ehefnut-colour,  which  cannot  be  tamed,  though  they 
are  catched  when  foals.  Thefe  horfes  diflFer  nothing 
from  the  common  kind  in  (hape,  but  are  the  moil: 
watchful  creatures  alive.  One  of  them  waits  alwaya 
on  the  heights  to  give  warning  to  the  reft,  and,  upon 
the  leaft  approach  of  danger,  runs  to  the  herd,  mak- 
ing all  the  noife  it  can  ;  upon  which  all  of  them  fly^ 
away,  like  fo  many  deer.  The  ftallion  drives  up  the 
rear,  neighing,  biting,  and  kicking  thofe  who  do  not 
run  faft  enough.  Notwithftanding  this  wonderful 
fagacity,  thefe  animals  are  often  furprifed  by  the  SLal- 
mucks,  who  ride  in  among  them,  well  mounted  on 
fwift  horfes,  and  kill  them  with  broad  lances.  Thdr 
fleih  they  efteem  excellent  food,  and  ufe  their  fkins 
to  deep  upon  inftead  of  couches.  Thefe  are  the  ani« 
mals  peculiar  to  this  part  of  the  country  ^  and  befides 
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thefe,  there  are  many  more  common  to  this  place 
with  the  reft  of  Siberia. 

The  river  Tomm,  having  paffed  Kuznetiky,  Tom- 
fty,  and  fevcral  other  towns  of  lefs  note,  empties  it-* 
felf  into  the  Oby,  at  a  place  called  NikoUky^  about 
an  hundred  verft  below  Tomlky^,  in  a  country  over* 
grown  with  thick  woods.  Here  the  Tomm  lofes  iti 
name,  and  makes  a  great  addition  to  the  Oby,  which 
now  commences  a  mighty  ftream. 

The  Tomm  abounds  with  variety  of  fine  fifli ;  fuch 
as  fturgeon,  fterlet,  muchfoon,  and  the  largeft  and 
beft  quabs,  called  in  French  guion,  that  I  have  any 
where  feen.  The  method  of  catching  thefe  fiih  is  by^ 
planting  pales  acrofs  the  river,  in  which  there  is  left 
one  narrow  opening  for  the  fifhes  to  pafs  through* 
Above  this  opening  a  hole  is  cut  in  the  ice,  and  near 
it  is  placed  a  fire  upon  fome  ftones  laid  for  that  piu*« 
pofe.  The  fifli,  on  feeing  the  light  of  the  fire,  ftops 
a  moment  in  its  paflage ;  and,  at  this  inftant,  the 
fiherman  ftrikes  it  with  a  fpear  through  the  hole  in 
the  ice.  This  exercife  requires  great  quicknefs,  for 
the  fiih  is  gone  in  a  trice.  I  killed  feveral  of  them 
myfelf. 

Thus,' having  made  a  fhort  excurfion  up  and  down 
die  Tomm,  and  given  a  brief  defcription  of  the  coun* 
try  adjacent,  I  return  again  to  Tomfky. 

Tomiky  is  a  good  market  for  furs  of  all  forts ;  but 
particularly  of  fables,  and  black  and  red  foxes^  ermins^ 
and  fquirrels.  The  fquirrels  called  Teleutiky,  from  the 
name  of  the  diftrid  where  they  are  caught,  are  rec« 
koned  the  beft  of  that  fpecies.  They  have  a  blackifli 
ftripe  down  thdr  back. 
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Befides  the  Common  fquirrel,  there  is  anotiier  fpe* 
cies  found  here  called  the  flying  fquirrel.  There  i$ 
little  peculiar  ki  its  fhape  or  fize,  only  it  ha^,  at  the 
upper  joint  of  the  thigli  of  the  fore-leg,  a  fmall  mem-p 
l>rane,  ilretching  to  the  flioulder,  fomjcwha^  iike  the 
wing  of  9  bat,  which  it  extends  at  pleafuce,  and  is 
thereby  enabled  to  Tpring  much  figtrther^  from  tree  to 
tree,  than  it  could  do  without  the  help  of  thefe  wings* 
Both  the  ermin8  and  fquirrels  are  caught  only  in  win» 
ter,  becaufe  in  Cummeir  their  fur  is  (juite  brown,  fliort^ 
and  of  little  ufe. 

We  waited  fome  dStys  at  Tom&y  for  the  arrival  of 
cur  baggage.  Here  we  found  feveral  Swediih  officers, 
who  had  good  quarters  in  a  plentiful  though  difkmt 
place.  After  qur  people  had  refrefhed  themfeves  for 
two  days,  they  fet  ,out  a^gaift  qn  the  road  to  Yenifey- 
&Y. 

During  our  jrbode  in  Tomfky,  we  diverted  our- 
felves  with  fifhing  and  hunting.  We  were  prefent 
alfo  at  feveral  concerts  of  mufic,  performed  by  the 
Swedifh  officers,  at  Mr  Koiloff 's,  commandant  of  the 
place.  Thefe  gentlemen  were  not  l^s  expert  in. 
touching  their  inftruments  than  their  companions  at 
Toboliky.  Mr  KoilofF  is  a  good-natured  and  cheer* 
ful  gentleman,  and  treats  thefe  officers  with  great 
humanity.  They  had  along  with  them  a  Swedifh 
parfon,  Mr  Veitadius,  a  man  of  genius  and  learning. 

The  9th,  we  were  entertained  at  the  commandant^ 
vhere  were  aflei^bled  fome  hundreds  of  his  Coflacks^ 
er  light  horfe,*  armed  with  bows  and  arrows^  After 
gcong  through  their  ufual  exercife,  they  fhowed  their 
4def  terity  in  fhooting  on  horfeback  at. full  fpeed.  They 
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Mftdcd  a  pole  for  a  nfiark  in  an  opea  field,  and  paffin^ 
it,  at  full  gallop,  let  fly  their  arrows,  and  fooff  fplk  it 
all  to  fhivers. 

The  1 2th,  about  midnight,  we  went  into  our  fled- 
ges, and  fet  oiK  on  ou^  journey  towards  Yenifeyiky^. 
For  the  two  foUowing  days,  we  had  tolerably  good 
roads,  ipng  through  a  pretty  fine  country,  inhabited 
by  Ruffians.  The  villages  are  but  thinly  fcattered, 
yet  fufHciently  near  one  another  to  afford  provifions 
and  freih  horfesu 

On  the  14th,  we  reached  a  large  navigable  river, 
called  Tzulimna.  We  went  up  this  river  upon  the 
ice.  We  met  with  neither  houfe  nor  inhabitant  for  the 
fpace  of  fix  days.  We  could  get  no  frefh  hories,  and 
were  obUged  to  carry  both  provifion^  and  forage  along 
with  us,  which  made  this  part  of  tHe  road  very  tedi- 
ousr  During  all  this  time,  we  had  no  wheVe  to  warofi 
ocirfelves,  or  drefs  our  victuals,  but  in  the  thick  over* 
grown  woods,  which  occupy  both  fides  of  the  river* 
There  is  great  plenty  of  fallen  trees  in  thefe  woodi, 
©f  which  we  made  large  fires.  The  trees  are  chiefly 
pilch  fir,  rifing  like  a  pyramid,  with  long  fpreading 
branches  hanging  to  the  ground,  which  render  thefe 
woods  almoft  impaf^ible  to  man  or  bead.  We  fre- 
quently fet  fire  to  the  mofs  and  dried  fibres  of  theie 
firs.  In  the  fpace  of  a  minute  the  fire  mounts  to  the 
top  of  the  tree,  and  has  a  very  pre.tty  effed.  -  The 
kindling  fo  many  fires  warmed  all  the  air  around.. 

In  fumnier,  the  banks  of  this  river  are  inhabited  by. 
fl  tribe  of  Tartarsr,  called  by  the  Rufli«if is  Tzulimm:5y, 
from  the  name  of  the  river,  who  live  by  fifliing  and 
huntings    We  found  feveral  of  their  empty  huts  as 
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we  went  along.  In  autmn,  thcfe  people  retire  firdtA 
this  inhofpitable  place  towards  the  fouth,  near  to 
towns  and  villages,  where  they  can  find  fubfiftence* 

The  2oth,  we  arrived  at  a  Ruffian  village,  called 
Meletflcy  Oftrogue,  where  w^  ftaid  a  day  to  refirefh 
ourfelves  and  horfes.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  this 
Jplace,  we  found  many  huts  of  the  Tzuliqim  Tartars^ 
who  f^eta  to  be  a  different  race  from  all  of  that  name 
I  have  yet  mentioned*  Their  complexion '  indeed  is 
fwarthy^  like  that  of  moft  of  the  other  defcendents  of 
the  ancient  natives  of  Siberia ;  but  I  have  feen  many 
of  them  having  white  fpots  on  their  (kins,  from  head 
to  foot,  of  various  figures  and  fizes.  Many  imagine 
thefe  fpots  natural  to  the  people ;  but  I  am  rather 
inclined  to  believe  they  proceed  from  their  conftant 
diet  of  fiih  and  other  animal  food,  without  breads 
This,  of  courfe,  creates  a  fcorbutic  habit  .of  body, 
which  often  breaks  out  in  infants  ;  and  the  fears  hlU 
ing  off,  leave  that  part  of  the  fkin  as  if  it  had  been 
fcalded,  which  never  recovers  its  natural  colour.  I 
have  however  feen  feveral  children  with  thefe  fpotSf 
who  feemed  healthy. 

The  Tzulimms,  like  other  Tartars,  live  in  huts 
half-funk  under  ground.  They  have  -a  fire  in  the 
middle,  with  a  hole  at  the  top  to  let  out  the  finoke, 
and  benches  round  the  fire,  to  fit  or  lie  upon.  This 
feems  to  be  the  common  method  of  living  among  all 
the.  northren  nations,  from  Lapland,  eastward,  to  the 
Japanefe  ocean. 

The  Tzulidtms  fpeak  a  barbarous  language^  com-* 
pofed  of  words  from  many  other  languages.  Some 
of  our  people,  who  ^kc  TttrkUhf  told  flic>  they  lad 
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'ttinj  Arabic*  words,  which  they  underftood.  They 
are  poor,  miferable,  and  ignorant,  heathens.  Th^ 
Archbishop  of  Tobolfky,  in  perfon,  came  lately  hith- 
er, arid  baptifed  fome  hundreds  of  them^  who  weri 
inclined  to  embrace  the  Chriftian  feith;  As  tlfey  zrt 
TL  well  difpofed  and  harmlefs  people,  probably  in  1 
flioit  time  they  may  be  all  converted* 

The  river  Tzulimni  has  its  foiirce  about  three  hun'i 
dred  verft  above  Meletlky  Oftrogue  J  from  this  place 
It  continues  its  courfe  to  the  northward,  till  it  meets 
\dth  the  river  Oby,  at  a  place  called  Shabannlky  Of- 
trogue. Oftrogue,  in  the  RuAian  language,  fignifies  i 
ilrong  palifade,  inclofing  a  certain  piece  of  ground* 
On  the  firft  fettlements  made  by  the  Ruffians  in  thefe 
parts,  fuch  inclofures  were  neceflary  to  prevent  2Xif 
furprife  from  the  inhabitants^ 

The  2 1  ft,  early  in  the  mornings  ^  left  Melettky^ 
^d  travelled  through  thick  woods,  along  narroW 
roads*  Next  day,  we  came  to  a  fmall  Ruffian  village, 
called  Melay-keat ;  where  we  found  our  baggage,  for 
the  firft  time  fmce  we  quitted  Tomfky.  Near  this 
place  the  river  Keat  has  its  fource  ;  and  runs  towards 
.  the  weft*,  till  it  meet^  with  the  Oby.  Having  chiang- 
ed  horfes  at  Melay-keat ;  we  left  our  baggage^  and 
proceeded  on  our  journey* 

On  the  evening  of  the  2  2d,  we  came  to  a  zimovey, 
where  we  halted  a  little,  to  refrefh  ourfelves  and  bait 
t)ur  horfes.  A  zimovey  is  a  houfe  or  two,  built  in  a 
place  at  a  great  difttoce  frotn  any  towi^  or  village,  for 
the  convenience  of  travellers  ;  and  is  a  fort  of  inn^ 
where  you  generally  find  a  warm  room,  frefh  bread) 
and  a  wholefome  and  agreeable  liqugr  ^led  quafs, 
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made  of  malt,  or  rye-meal^  ileeped  and  fermented  >: 
with  hay  and  oats  at  eafy, rates. 

From  this  place  we  travelled  to  Bcloy,  a  large  vil- 
lage, where  we  changed  horfes-,  and  proceeded.  From 
hence  40  Yenifeylky  the  counl3?y  is  well  cultivated;. 
Upon  the  road  ajc  many  Rufs  villages,  where  we  got 
freih  horfes  as  often  as  we  pieafcd,  witliout  halting  ten 
minutes.  Thus  we  continued  travelling,  day  and 
night,  till  we  arrived,  on  the  23d,  at  the  town  of 
Yeiiifeyiky,  where  .we  had  a  friendly  reception,  and 
good  entertainment  from  the  commandant,  Mr  Beck- 
limiihof,  who  had  come  fome  miles  from  to\^ii  t» 
meet  his  old  friend  the  ambaflTador. 

Here  I  found,  Mr  Kanbkr  Nikitit2.  Aikinfiof,  with 
whom  I  got  acquainted  at  Casan,  >#hile  we  wintered 
there,  in  the  journey  to  Perfia.  Some  crofs  accident 
had  been-  the  oc^afion  of  his  coming  to  this  placQ» 
He  enjpyed  full  liberty  to  walk  about  at  plcafure* 
He  underftood  feveraHanguages,.  was  well  acquaint* 
ed  with,  hiilory,  and  a  chearful  good  natured  com- 
panfon.. 

Here  we  paffed  the  holidays  called  Mafslapitza,  or 
the  Carn'aval,  which  is  held  on  the  week  before  Lent.. 
In  the  mean  time,  our  carriages  arrived,  which  were 
defpatched  again  as  foon  as  poiTible. 

The  town  of  Yenifeylky  is  plcafantly  fituated  in  a 
plain,  on  the  weftem  bank  of  the  river  Yenifey,  from 
which  the  town  takes  its  name.  It  is  a  large  and  {>o« 
pulous  place,  fenced  with  a  ditch,  palifades,  and 
wooden  towers.  Here  is  a  good  market  for  furs  of 
sdr  forts  ;  particularly  of  the  animals  called  piefly^ 
ifrhich  ar^  gf  two  qqIquts,  white  and  dove  colour* 
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^hefe  creafures  are  caught  far  to  the  northward  of 
this  place,  l^hey  are  nearly  of  the  Ihape  and  fize  <xf 
.a  fox ;  having  a  fhort  bulhy  tail,  ajid  a  thick  foft 
downy  fur,  very  light  and  warm,  which  is  much  et 
teemed  by  the  great  men  in  the  northern  parts  of 
China ;  and,  by  them,  made  chiefly  into  cufhions, 
XMi  whicii  they  sit  in  winter.:' 

Besides  the  above,  there  is  here  another  creature 
called  roflbmack  in  Rufs,  and  feelfeefs  by  the  Ger- 
mans ^  becaui'e  they  imj^gfcie  it  eats  a  great  4eal  more 
.  in  proportion*  than  other  .anipaala.  .  1  have  feen  fevcr- 
al  of  them  alive*  They  .are  very  fierce,  and  about  the 
ibape  and  fize  of  a  .badger ;  H^  neck,^  back,  and  tail» 
are  blacR,  *but  about  the  belly  the  hair  is  of  a  browh- 
ift  colour.  I'he  blacker  they  are  the  more  valuable; 
The  flvin  being  thipk,  is  only  ufed  in  caps  and  muffs. 
Alfo  elks,  -rain-deer,  and  flags.  The  latter  retire  to 
the  fouth  on  the  approach  of  winter,  and  return  in 
jthe  fpring.  Here  are  likewife  an  incredible  number 
.of  white  hares^  which  perhaps  I  may  mention  after- 
wards. , 

I  miift  not  Bxm  <he  black  foxesj  which  are  in 
^reat  abundance  about  Yenifeyfky.  Their  fur  is 
reckoned  the  most  teautiful  of  any  kind  j  it  is  even 
preferred  to  the  fable,  with  refped  to  lightnefs  and 
warmnefs.  I  faw  here  one  »f  liieir  fkins  valued  at 
five  hundred  crowns,  and  fome  of  tliem  far  exceed 
this  fum. 

Before  I  leave  tfiis  place,  I  fhall  give"  a  fliort  def- 
cription  of  the  courfe  of  the  famous  river  Yenifey, 
ai:cording  to  the  beft  information  I  could  procure.  It 
xiks  in  a  hilly  country,  at  a  great  diftance  fouthward 
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from  this  pfecc  ;   being  joined  by  many  rivers  in   ha 
courfe,  it  grows  into  a  mighty  ftreigim,  and  is",  at  Yenk 
feylky,  fiill  as  large  as  the  Volga.     It  runs  the  long^ 
eft  courfe  of  any  river  on  thi$  vzA  continent.     The 
firft  town,  of  any  note,  in  coming  down  this  river,  is 
Kraffho-yarr,  which  ftarids  on  the  weftern '  bank.     It 
is  a  place  of  confiderable  tt^ade,  particularly  m  furs^ 
Plrom  this  place,  along  the  banks,  are  many  village^, 
till  the  Yenifey  meets  the  lower  Tongufta,  a  large  ri- 
ver, coming  from  the  eaft,  a  few  verft  above  Y^^ 
feylky.     Below  this  place,  there  are  many  inconfider-i 
ble  fettlements,  till  you  come  to  Maiigafeylky,  a  town 
famous  for  furs,  and  thWfhrine  of  an  illufirious  faint, 
called  Vaffile  Mangafcylky,  much  frcquentftj*  by  the 
devout  people  in  thcfe  parts* 
Above  this  place,  the  Yenifey  receives  the  Podka^. 
'  raena-Tongufta,  a  large  river,  running  from  the  fouth-. 
eaft ;  and  at  Mangafeyfky,  it  meets  another  tiver, 
called  Turochanfky,  coming  from  the  weft.     The 
Yenifey  now  continues  its  courfe,  almoft  due  north,, 
till  it  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  ocean.     This  river  a-* 
bounds  with  variety  of  excellent  fifli,  fuch  as  I  haye 
already  mentioned,  but  in  lefler  quantities, 

■  The  27th,  we  left  Ycnifeyfky,  and  travelled  about 
eight  or  ten  verft  along  the. fouth  bank  of  the  river, 
when  we  came  to  thick  and  tall  woods,  which  obliged 
us  to  leave  the  land,  and  march  along  the  river  on 
the  ice,  which  was  very  uneven.  This  roughnefs  is 
caufed  by  the  froft  fetting  in  about  autumn,  with  a 
ftrong  wefterly  wind,  which  drives  up  great  cakes  of 
ice  upon  one  another,  in  fome.  places  four  or  five  feet 
h%h.    If  the  froft  happens  to  begia  in  calm  wea« 
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ther,  the  ice  is  very .  fmooth^  and  cafy  for  fled* 
ges.      . 

The  28th,  we  proceeded  along  the  Yenifey,  meeN 
ing  fometimes  \vith  villagers.  The  rigour  of  the  cold/ 
\b*as  much  abated^  but  the  face  of  winter  appeared^ 
every  tif here,  without  the  leaft  fign  of  fpring*  At 
evening  we  entered  the  riv^r  Tongufta,  which  wo 
found  as  rough  as  the  former;  but,  as  both  the 
banks  wfire  overgrown  with  thick  woods,  we  were 
obliged  to  keep  along  the  ice. 

Next  day,  we  ftiU  proceeded  along  the  river,  va 
blowing  weather  and  'Striving  fqow, 

/The  ift  t)f  March,  we  overtook  our  baggage^ 
which  we  paffed  }  it  being  thought  more  convenient^ 
both  in  order  to  procure  lodging  and  frefh  horfe^, 
that  the  heavy  carriages  ihould  travel  behind^      •  • 

We  continued  our  journey  for  ieveral  days  along 
the  Tonggfta.  We  found,  4ipw  and  then,  little  viU 
lages,  or  fmgle  houfes,  on  the  banks.  One  day,  we 
chanced  to*  meet  a  prodigious  flock  of  hares,  all  a$ 
white  as  the  fnow  on  which  they  walked,  I  fpeak 
within  compafs,  when  I  fay  fhere  were  above  five  or 
fix  hundred  of  them#  They  were  coming  down  th« 
river,  very  deliberately,  on  a  fmall  path  of  their  own 
making,  clofe  to  the  beaten  road.  As  foon  as  they  iaw 
us,  all  of  them  run  into  the  woods,  without  feeming 
much  frightened.  I  am  informed  that  thefe  hares 
mivel  to  the  fouth,  in  much  greater  flocks  than  this,. 
every  fpring,  and  return  in  autunw,  when  the  rivers 
are  frozen,  and  the  fpow  fells,  In  mofl:  of  the  y^ 
lages  we  found  plenty  of  this  fort  of  venifon ;  the  iu*^ 

iiabitants^  boweger,  valu«  it  but  Uttle  \  for  they  catch 
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ihefe  hares  more  on  account  of  thdr  ikins,  of  vihiA 
they  make  confiderable  profits^  than  their  £e(h. 

The  Tongufy,  k  called  from  the  name  of  tfa£  li- 
ver, who  live  along  its  banks,  are  the  pofterity  of 
the  ancient  inhabitants  of  Siberia,  and  dffler  in  lan^ 
guage,  manners,  and  di:efs,  and  even  in  their  perlons 
and  ftature,  from  all  the  other  tribes  jof  thefe  people 
I  have  had  occaiion  to  fee.  They  have  no  houfes 
viiese  they  remain  for  any  time,  but  range  through 
die  woods,  and  along  rivers,  at  pjeafure  i  and,  where^ 
ever  they  come^  they  ered  a  few  fpars,  inclining  to 
one  another  at  the  cop ;  thefe  t^ey  cover  with  pieces 
of  biithen  bark,  fewed  together,  leaving  a  hole  at  the 
top  to  let  out  the  fmok^.  The  ^re  is  placed  in  th^ 
Ruddk.  I'hey  are  very  -civil  and  tractable,  and  like 
to  flKoke  tobacco,  and  drink  brandy.  About  their 
huts  they  have  generally  a  good  dftock  of  rain-deer^ 
in  which  aU  their  wealth  t^nfifls. 

The  men  are  tall  and  able4>odied,  brave,  and  very 
honeft.  The  women  are  of  a  middle  iize  and  vir<>' 
tuous.  I  have  feen  many  of  the  men  with  -oval  fi- 
gures^ IS^e  wreaths,  on  their  fereheads  and  chins  ; 
and  fometimes  a*  figure  refemWing  the  branch  of  a 
tree,  reaching  from  the  comer  of  ^he  eye.  to  the 
mouth.  Thefe  are  made  in  their  infancy,  by  pricking 
the  parts  with  a  needle,  and  rubbing  them  with  char- 
coal, the  marks  wh^eof  remain  as  long  as  the  per- 
son lives.  Their  complexion  is  fwarthy.  Thdr 
&ce8  are  not  fo  flat  as  thofe  of  the  l^lmucks,  but  their 
countenances  more  open.  They  are  dtogether  unac- 
4|uainted  with  any  kind  of  literature,  and  worfhip  the 
iiin  and  moon.    They  have  many  iiamans  among 
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riiem*,  who  differ  little  from  thofc  I  formerly  dcfcrib*- 
cd.  I  was  told  of  others,  whc^e  abilities  in  fortunei> 
Celling  far  exceeded  thofe  of  the  fhamans  at  this  place, 
but  they  lived  hx  northward.  *  They  cannot  bear  ta 
ileep  in  a  warm  Foom,  but  setire  to  their  h^ts,  and 
lie  about  ^Iie  fire,  on  fklns  of  wild  beaits.  It.  is  fuiv 
prifing  how  thefe  creatures  can  fuffer  the  very  pien> 
ing  cold  in  thefe  parts. 

The  won)f^  ape  drefled  in  a  fur-gown^  reaching  bo* 
'  low  the  knee,  a^id  tied  about  the  waift  with  a  girdle* 
This  girdle  is  about  three  inches  broad,  made  of' 
«ker's  (kin,  leaving  the  hair  curioufly  Pitched  down 
und  ornamented;,  to  which  is  faftened,  at  each  fide, 
an  iron  ring^  that  ferves  to  carry  a  tobacco  pipe^  an4 
other,  trinkets  of  finall  value.  Their  gowns  are  alfo 
fiitched  down  the  breads  and  about  the  neck.  Their 
long  black  hair  is  plaited^  and  tied  abiout  their  heads, 
above  which,  they  wear  a  fmall  fur-cap,  which  is  bf- 
coming  enough.  Some  of  them  have,  fmall  ear- 
rings. Their  feet  are  dreflfed  in  bufldns  made  of 
deer-fldns,,  which  reach  ta  the  knee,  and  are  tied 
about  the  ancle  with  ^:  thong  of  leather.. 

The  drefs  of  the  men  is  very  fmiplc  and  fit  for  ac- 
tion. It  confifts  of  a  fliort.  jacket,  with  narrow 
fleeves,  made  of  deer*s-lkin,  having  the  fur  outward  ; 
trouHers  and  hofe  of  the  fame  kind  of  Ikina,  both  of 
one  peace,^  and  tig^t  to  the  limbs.  They  hskve^  be- 
fides,  a  piece  of  fur,  that  covers  the  bread  and  flo-* 
mach,  which  is  hung  about  the  neck  with  a  thong  of 
leather.  This,. for  the>  mo{lpftrt,.i8  neatly  ditched 
t&d  ornamented  by  their  wtves*.    Round  (heir  head& 
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ihcy  have  d.  ruff,  made  of  the  tails  of  fqulrrelsi,  td 
prefervc  the  tips  of  the  years  from  the  cold.  There 
it  nothing  on  the  crown,  but  the  hair  fmoothed,  which 
bangs  in  a  long  piaiteH  lock  behind  their  backs. 

Their  ^  arms  arfc,  a  bow,  and  feveriil  forts  of  arrows^ 
accordiiig  \o  the  different  kinds  of  game  l^iey  intend 
to  hunt*  Th^  arrows  are  tarried  in  a  quiver,  on  their 
backs,  and  the  boW  always  in  their  left  hand.  Be* 
fides  thde^  they  have  a  ihort  lance,  ai^  a  Irttle  hat- 
C^t«  Thus  accoutred,  they  are  not  afhdd  to  at^^ 
tack  the  fierdeft  preature  in  th«  woods,  even  the 
ftiongeft  Bear ;  for  they  are  ftout  men^  and  dexterous 
archers.  In  winter,  which  ii  the  feafon  for  hunting 
^Id  beafts,  they  travel  on  whjt  arc  calle4  ihow  fhoes, 
^thout  which  it  would  be  impoffible  to  tnake  -  their 
tiray  through  the  deep  Ihow.  Thefe  jire  made  of  a 
very  thin  piece  of  light  wood,  about  five  feet  long^ 
md  five  or  fix  inches  broad,  inclining  to  a  point  be- 
fore, and  fquare  behind.  In  the  middle  is  fixed  a 
thong,  through  which  the  feet  are  put.  On  thefe 
fhoes  a  perfon  may  walk  fafely  over  the  deepeft  fnbw  ; 
for  a  man's  weight  will  not  fink  them  above  an  inch. 
Thefe,  however,  can  only  be  ufed  on  plains.  They 
have  a  different  kind  for  afdending  hills,  with  the 
fkins  of  feals  glued  to  the  boards,  having  ftie  hair  in- 
clined backwards,  which  prevents  the  Aiding  of  the 
flioes^  fo  that  they  can  afcend  a  hill  very  eafily  ;  and 
in  defcending  they  Aide  downwards  at  a  great 
tate.  . 

The  nation  of  the'^Tongufy  was  very  nunierous, 
but  is  of  late  much  diminished  by  the  fmall-poi.  If 
is  remarkable,  that  they  knew  nothing  of  this  dif- 

temper 


temper  rill  the  Rirffians  sirrived  amoAg  them,  f  hey 
are  fa  milch  afraid  of  this  difeafe,  that,  if  any  one  of 
a  femily  is  fetzed  with  it,  the  reft  imftxediatety  make 
the  patient  a  little  hut,  and  fet  by  him  foifte  water  arid 
viftaafe ;  then,  packing  up  every  thing,  they  itiarcli 
off  to  the  windward,  each  carrymg  an  earthen  pot*, 
with  burning  coarls  in  it,  and  making  a  dreadful  la- 
mentatioti  as  they  go  along.  They  never  revifit  the 
fick  till  they  think  the  danger  paft.  If  the  perfoil  diesV 
they  place  him  on  a  branch  of  a  tree,  to  whiclf  he  h 
tied  with  ftrong  wythes,  to  prevent  his  falling. 

When  they  go  a-hunting  into  the  wood^,  they  carry 
with  them  no  provifions,  but  depend  entirely  on  what 
they  are  to  catch.  They  eat  every  animalthat  com^ 
in  their  way,  evett  a  bear,  fox,  or  wolt  THe  fquir- 
reli  are  reckoned  delicate  food  j  but  the  cntiins  have 
fuch  a  ftrong  rank  tafte  and  imell,  that  nothing  but 
ftarving  can  oblige  them  to  eat  their  flefh.  When  a 
Tongufe  killis  an  elk  or  deer,  he  never  moves  from  the 
place  till  he  has  eat  it  up,  unl'efs  he  happens  to  be  near 
his  family ;  in  which  cafe,  he  carries  part  of  it  Home. 
He  is  never  at  a  lofs  for  fire,  having  always  a .  tinder- 
bo3t  about*  him.  If  this  ftiould  happen  to  be  wanting, 
hekindtes  a  fire,  by  rubbing  two  pieces  of  woodagainft 
each  other;  They  eat  nothing  raw,  but  in  great  ex- 
tremity* 

« 

The  fables  are  not  caught  in  jHe  fame  mannet  as 
other  animals.  The  fur  is  fo  tender,  that  tfre  leaft 
m^rk  of  an  arrow,  or  ruffling  of  the  hafr,,  fpoili  the 
fafe  of  the  fkin.  In  K«ntihg  them,  they  only  ufe  :iC 
Httte  dbg  md  a  net.  When  a  Hunter  finds  the  track 
ei  a*  £&ble  upoh  the  fnow,  he  follows  it  perhaps  for  two 
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or  three  days,  till  the  poor  animal,  quite  tired^  takes 
refuge  in  fome  tall  tree ;  for  it  can  climb  like  a  cat  ^ 
the  hunter  then  fpreads  his  net  around  the  tree,  and 
makes  a  fire ;  the  fable,  unable  to  endure  the  fmoke^ 
immediately  defcends,  and  is  caught  in  the  net.  I 
have  been  told  by  fome  of  thefe  hunters^  that,  when 
hard  pinched  with  hunger  on  fuch  long  chaces^  they 
take  two  thin  boards,  one  of  which  they  apply  to  the 
pit  of  the  ftomach,  and  the  other  to  the  back  oppofite 
to  it ;  the  extremities  of  thefe  boards  are  tied  with 
cords,  which  are  di^wn  tighter  by  degrees,  and  prevent 

their  feeling  the  cravings  of  hunger. 

Although.!  have  obferved,  that  the  Tongufy,  in 
general,  worihip  the  fun  and  moon,  there  are  many 
exception^  to  this  obfervation.  I  have  found  intelli- 
gent people  among  them^  who  believed  there  was  a 
being  fuperior  to  both  fun  and  moon,,  and  who  created 
them  and  all  the  world. 

I  (hall  only  remark  farther,  that,  from  all  the  ac- 
counts I  have  heard  and  read  of  the  natives  of  Ca^ 
nada,  there  is  no  nation  in  the  world  which  they  £0 
iaxKh  refemble  as  the  Tcmgufians.  The  diftance  be* 
tween  them  is  not  fo  great  as  is.  commonly  imagined.^ 

The  4th  of  March^  we  came  to  a  little  monaftery^ 
called  Troytza,  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity ;  where 
we'  found  about  half  a  dozen  monks,  who  gave  us  an 
hofpitabte  reception  in  their  cells^  and  fiimifhed  u$ 
with  proviflons  and  frcfh  horfes.  The  monaftery 
ftands  opoa  the  north  fide  of  the  river,  on  a  very 
pleafant  though  foEtary  bank,  encompa0ed  witb 
woods,  corn-fields^  and  good  pafturage.    Moft  of  the 
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Tillages  are  on  the  north  fide  of  the   river,  as  it  is 

higher  than  the  Ibuth  fide. 

The  lame-ilay,  we  proceeded  on  our  journey  along 
thie  rivier.  We  met  with,  daily,  great  flocks  of  hares 
in  their  progrefs  to  the  weftward,  and  many  Tongu- 
fians  in  their  huts.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that,  from 
this  river  northward  to  the  Frozen  Ocean,  there  are 
ho  inhabitants,  except  a  few  Tongufiaiis,  on  the  banks 
of  the  great  rivers  ;  the  whole  of  this  moft  cxtenfiv'e 
country  being  overgrown  with  dark  impenetrable 
woods.  The  foil  along  the  banks  of  this  river  is  good, 
and  produces  wheat,  bariey,  rye,  and  oats.  The  me- 
thod taken  by  the  inhabitants  to  deflroy  the  large  fir- 
trees  is,  to  cut  oflF  a  ring  of  bark  from  the  trunk,  about 
a  foot  broad,  which  prevents  the  afcending  of  the  fap, 
and  the  tree  withers  in  a  few  years.  This  prepares  it 
for  being  burnt  in  a  dry  feafon  j  by  which  means  the 
ground  is  both  cleared  of  the  wood,  and  manured  by 
the  afhes,  without  much  labour. 

The  Ruffians  obferve,  that,  where  the  fort  of  fir 
commonly  called  the  Scotch  fir,  grows,  the  ground 
never  fiadls  of  producing  com ;  but  it  is  not  fo  wherQ 
the  pitch,  of  any  other  kind  of  fir,  prevails. 

The  7th,  we  came  to  the  head  of  the  Tongufky, 
which  is  formed  by  the  conflux  of  two  other  rivers,  the 
Angara,  and  the  Elimm.  The  firft  ifTues  from  the 
great  Baykall  lake,  and  runs  towards  the  w^,  till  it 
meets  the  Tongufky,  when  it  lofes  its  name.  We  left 
the  Angara  and  Tongufky  on  our  right  hand,  and 
proceeded  along  the  Elimm,  which  we  found  much 
fmoother  than  the  Tonguflcy.  The  Elimm  is  a  con-  ' 
fiderably  large  and  navigable  river.     The  banks  on 

xht\ 


X7*  A    JOURKEir 

t^e  fouth  fide  are  very  faigfa,  and  covfr^  ^th  nigged 
rocks,  overgrown  with  woo4$  ^  but,  to  the  north,  you 
yjxeet  with  (everal  villages,  cora-fieId«y  and  paflturage. 
We  kept  on  our  courfe  up  the  £lmtD>  ^  M^tle  to 
thg  northward  of  the  eaft,  till  the  pth,  when  we  arrived 
Zt  the  town  of  Elimfkyt  fo  called  from  the  name  of 
the  river,  which  (lauds  in  a  narrow  valley,  on  the 
fbuth  fide  of  the  riyer>  encompalled  with  high  hills 
and  rocks  covered  with  woods.  This  place  is  but 
fmay^  and  is  only  confiderable,  as  it  itands  on  the 
road  to  the  e^ftem  parts  of  Siberia  ;  for  travellers  tp 
China  generally  take  to  the  {buth-ea{l,  towards  IrJ^ut- 
iky ;  and  thofe  who  travel  to  Yakutflcy  and  Kamu 
;sat(ky  to  the  north-es^* 


CHAP,     IV. 


OBStRVATIONS    ON'  YARUTSKV    AND    KAMTZATSKY,     fte. 
JOURNEY  CONTINUED  TO  IRKUTSKY  j  AND  OCCURRENCES 

THERE,  ace 

J\T  Elimiky  I  met  with  General  Kanifer.  He  was 
adjutant  general  to  Charles  XH.  of  Sweden,  and 
inuch  efteemed  by  that  great  warrior,  for  his  military 
O^ploits.     Kanifer  was  a  native  of  Courland,     H«r 

was 


was  taken  pri&ner  by  the  Ruffians  inPobad^  and 
feat  hitheTf  where  he  lived  in  eafe  and  folUude,  as4  • 
was  regularly  vilited  by  all  travellers. 

This  gmtkman  had  a  creature,  called  kaberda^ 
which  was  brought  to  him  when  a  fawn  by  fome  of 
the  Tongufy.  It  is  the  animal  from  which  the  fweet* 
imelling  drug  called  muik  is  taken.  The  muflc  grows 
about  the  navel,  in  form  of  an  excrefcence,  which  ig 
cut  off,  and  preferred,  when  the  creature  is  killed. 
There  are  many  of  them  in  this  country ;  but  the 
muik  is  not  fo  ftrong  fcented  as  that  which  comes 
from  China,  and  more  fouthem  climates*  The  general 
had  bred  this  creature  to  be  very  familiar.  He  fed 
it  at  his  table  with  bread  and  roots*  When  dixmer  was 
ovcr^  it  jumped  on  the  table,  and  picked  up  the  crumbs. 
It  followed  him  about  the  flreets  like  a  dog.  I  muft 
confefs  it  was  pleafmg  to  fee  it  cut  caprioles,  and  play 
with  c^dren  like  a  kid. 

The  kaberda  is  a  lize  lels  than  the  fallow-deer, 
and  its  colour  darker*  It  is  of  a  pretty  Ihape,  having 
cre^  horns,  without  branches;  b  very  fwift,  and  haunts 
rocks  aiul  mouatains  of  difficult  accefs  to  men  or  dogs  i 
and,  when  hunted,  jumps  from  cliff  to  cliff  with  incredi- 
ble celerity  and  iirmnefs  of  foot.  The  flefti  is  efteemed 
bett^  v^ulbn  than  any  of  the  deer  kind  of  largeir 
fize,  whereof  there  is  great  variety  in  thefe  parts* 

Before  I  leave  EUmfky  I  ihaU,  as  ufual,  give  a 
ihort  account  of  fome  of  the  places  adjacent,  particu^ 
larly  thofe  to  the  north-eaft,  towards  the  river  Lena 
and  Yakutiky,  according  as  I  have  been  informed  by 
travellers,  on  whofe  veracity  I  could  entirely  depeiuiU 

The  people,  who  travel  in  winter   from  hence  to 

thefe  places,  generally  do  it  in  January  or  February, 

It 
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It  is  a  very  long'and  difficult  journey,  and  wluch  none 
but  Tongufians,  or  fucb  hardy  people,  have  abilities 
Co  perform.  The  Ruffians  frequently  finifh  it  in  fix 
wedks*  The  common  method  b  as  follows  :  After 
travelling  a  few  days  in  iledges,  ^hen  the  road  becomes 
impaifable  by  horses,  they  fet  themfelves  on  fiiow- 
ihoes,  and  drag  after  them  what  is  called  a  nart,  con* 
taining  provifions  and  other  neceflaries,  which  are 
as  few  and  light  as  poffible.  This  ^  nart  is  a  kind  of 
fledge  about  five  feet  long  and  ten  inches  broad, 
which  a  man  may  eafily  draw  up  on  the  deepeft  fnow. 
At  night,  they  make  a  large  fire,  and  lay  themfelves 
down  to  fleep  in  tbefe  narrow  fledges.  As  foon  as  they 
have  refreihed  themfelves,  they  again  proceed  on  their 
ihow-flioes,  as  before*  This  manner  of  travelling 
continues  about  thefpace  of  ten  days,  when  they  come 
to  a  place  where  they  procure  dogs  to  draw  both  them* 
fdves  and  their  narts.  The  dogs  are  yoked  \ff  pairs, 
and  are  more  or  fewer  in  number  according  to  the 
weight  they  have  to  draw*  Being  trained  to  the  work, 
they  go  on  with  great  fpirit,  barking  all  the  way ;  and 
the  perfon,  who  lies  in  the  fledge,  holds  a  fmall  cord 
to  guide  the  dog  that  leads  the  reft.  They.are  faft- 
ened  to  the  fledge  by  a  fofi:  rope,  which  is  tied  about 
their  middle,  and  paflbs  through  between  their  hind 
legs.  I  have  been  furprifed  to  fee  the  weight  that 
thefe  creatures  are  able  to  draw  ;  for  travellers  muft 
carry  along  with  them  provifions  for  both  themfelves 
and  the  dogs.  Thefe  watchful  animals  know  the 
time  of  fetdbg  out  in  the  morning  ;  and  make  a 
difmal  howline,  till  they  are  fed,   and  purfue  their 

journey^ 
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journey.  This  way  of  travelling  would  not,  I  bdlieve, 
fuit  every  conftitution;  the  very  fight  of  it  fatisfied 
my  curiofity.  Thus,  however,  thefe  people  proceed 
for  near  three  weeks,  till  they  arrive  at  fome  villages 
on  the  Lena,  where,  leaving  the  dogs,  they  procure 
horfes,  with  which  they  travel  to  the  town  of  Yakutlky. 
This  place  has  its  name  from  a  rivukt,  called  Yakut, 
^hich  empties  itfelf  into  the  Lena. 

I  have  been,  perhaps,  too  particular  in  defcribing  the 
method  of  travelling  with  fhow-fhoes  and^  dogs  i  but 
as  thefe  things  are  known  to  few  Europeans,  I  con« 
cludedi  an  account  of  them  would  not  be  dilagreeable. 
I  have  feen  feveral  Swediih  officers  who  have  travelled 

■ 

to  Yakutfky  in  this  manner*  I  tried  the  fiiow-ihoes 
myfelf,  and  found  them  very  fatiguing  ^  but  time  and 
pradice  make  them  eafy  and  familiar. 

There  is  a  more  agreeable  road  from  Elimiky  to 
Yakutlky  than  that  I  have  mentioned,  which  is  by 
water,  down  the  river  Lena  ;  but  this  route  will  not 
agree  with  the  time  and  drcumflances  of  every  tra« 
veller*  Thofe  who  travel  from  Irkutfky  by  this  courfc 
go  by  land  to  a  place  called  Vercholeniky  Oftrogue, 
fituated  near  the  fource  of  the  Lena,,  where  they  em« 
bark,  and  fall  down  the  ftream.  Thofe  who  go  from 
Elimiky,  crofs  the  country  diredlly,  about  two '  days 
journey,  to  the  firft  convenient  place  upon  the  Lena, 
where  they  procure  veflels,  and  fail  down  the  river  to' 
Yakutlky,  or  any  other  place }  but,  in  this  pafiage  by 
water,  they  are  peftered  with  numbers  of  large  gnats 
and  muflutoes,  which  lefien  the  pleafure  of  the  voy- 
age. 

Before 
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Befiore  I  proceed  to  the  northwafd,  k  will  not  be 
imppoper  to  give  a  fliort  defcription  of  the  famous 
mer  Lena ;  which»  for  the  length  of  its  coiurfe,  and 
quantity  of  water,  may  be  compared  to  any  of  the: 
hrgeft  rivers  in  the  world. 

The  Lena  rifes  at  z  fmall  diftan^e  northward  from 
the  BaykaB  lake,  and  rans  to  the  north,  with  a  little 
variation,  till  it  dikharget  it£slf  into  the  Horthera 
Ocean*  I  compute  the  lengA  of  it,  fnaa  the  fo wee  to 
die  ocean,  to  be  about  two  thoufnd  five  hwidred 
Engiiii.  mfles,  thgugh  it  is^  much  more  by  commoa 
wepsat^  h  it  navigable  during  this  K^ki  cowfe^ 
hmrng  no  cataiafts  fo  gieat  a»t& prevent  die  palbge 
ef  veffdk  ef  cenfiderable-  bucdkn.  It  receiver  many 
great  rivers,  moft  of  ^ich  cone  from  die  eaff.  If 
may  be  eafily  imagined,  ifttitt  the  Lena  e^oinaf  hSt  of 
being  flortd  with  v»iou»  lunda  of  emeHent  fifli*,  when 
the  other  rivers  in  Siberia  afford  fuch  pfeiify  ancF  vari- 
ety. The  banks  are  generally  overgrown  with  talF 
diick  woodis,  whereia  asc  abundtoce  of  game,  ah<f 
wild  beafts.  The  country^  between  its  fource  and  Ae 
BaykaU  lake,,  is  well  peopled^  abounding  with^'manyr 
Jtak  viibges  and  cova-fieids,  along  the  banks  of  the 

river. 

Baving  fonrmerly  mendoned  Yakudky  and  Eamf^ 
zac&y ,  t  IhaU  add  a  few  oM^a^vations  on  ^efe  twa  pre^ 
vinces. 

The  toWnof  Takutikyr  caphalief  the  provmee  of 
diat  name,-  i^  fitoated  on  the  weft  bank'  of  tfie  rlv^i^ 
Lsna,  and.  gowmed  bjra  commamfiuit  f  whofedfiiefi^ 
is  reckoned  very  lucrative,  as  many  fables,  and  oth^p 
vaUuAle  furs,  are  found  in  that  province^ 

The 
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The  Winter  here  is  very  long,  and  the  froftfb 
violent,  that  it  is  never  out  of  the  earth,  in  the  month 
of  June^  beyond  two  feet  and  an  half  below  the  fiir- 
iace.  ynien  the  inhabitants  bury  their  dead  three 
feet  deep,  they  are  laid  in  frozen  earth  ;  for  the  heat 
of  the  fun  never  penetrates  above  two  feet,  or  two 
feet  and  an  half ;  fo  that,  1  am  informed^  all  the  dead 
bodies  remain  in  the  earth  unconfumed,  and. will  d^ 
fo  till  the  day  of  judgm^t. 

The  tawn,  and  many  villages  in  its  |ieigHbQurbop4 
ar^  inhabited  by  Ruili94is,  who  have  hotfei  and  cows, 
but  no  fceep  por  corn.  Th^y  are  pl^tifully  fi^ppli^ 
with  com  from  the  foutbern  parts  of  the  country,  hf 
waterfcarriage  along  the  Lena.  And*  in  fttmrner, 
they  make  hay  enough  to  feed  their  cattle  in  winter. 

The  province  of  Yakutfty  is  inhabited  by  a  nume^ 
rous  tribe  of  Tartars,  by  which  i>ame  the  Rulfiana  call 
the  whole  of  the  native^  of  this  country*  hQwevei: 
they  di#*er  fr<Hn  one  another  in  religjon,  language^ 
and  manners.  Thofe  of  this  province  are  namei4 
Yakuty.  lliey  occupy  a  great  fpace  of  territory 
round  this  place,  e(pecially  to  the  eaft,  where  they 
border  with  the  extenfive  province  of  KamtzatjQ^y* 

The  Yakuty  di&r  little  from  the  Tongufians,  either 
in  their  perfons  or  way  of  life.  Their  occupation, 
like  that  of  the  other  natives,  is  iiihing  and  hunting. 
They  have  flattiih  faces,  little  black  eyes,  and  long 
black  hair,  plaited,  and  hanging  down  their  -  backs* 
Many  of  the  n^n  are  marked  in  the  face  with  cfaaiu 
coal,  o&r  the  manner  of  the  Tongufiaas.  .  I  hav^ 
however,  feen  many  of  thele  people,  both  men  and 
woBWDy  of  good  complejcions.    They  pften  iell  thor 
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children  to  the  Rufliahs,  who  are  very  fond  of  then<^ 
as  they  gend^lly  make  trufty  fervants. 
•  Thefe  pe^lr,  though  otherwife  hunume  and  tra6hi^ 
ble,  have  among  them  one  very  bvbarous  cuftom  i- 
When  any  of  their  people  are  infirm  through  age,  or 
feized  ^xdth'diftempers  reckoned  incurable,,  they  make^ 
a  fmalF  hut  fop  the  patient,  near  feme  river,  in  which 
they  kan^e  him^  vnAk  ibme  provifidns,  aad  feldom  of 
never  return  to  vifit  him*  Ob  fuch  occafiont,  they 
have  no  regard  to  fether  er  mother,  but  foy  they  da 
them'  a  good  office  in  fending^  tbem^  to  a  better  worhl» 
Wheneby  it  ai^>ear9,  thar  even:  thefe  rtkle  ignorant 
people  have  a  norion  ^f  a  fulmie  ftate^ 

Under  Kamt2at(ky,  I  irictbde  all  diat  vaft  tra&  of 
hmd  reaching  from  the  river  Amoor,  along  the  flior^ 
of  the  Eafterti  or  Japanefe  ocean,  called  by  the  Ruffians^ 
Tikoe  More,  or  the  Calm  Sea,  to  the  north-eaft  pcMOt 
of  the  condnent*  The  country  i^ng  the  (hore  ia^  very 
pleafant  and  healthy,  efpecially  to  tiie  fouth,  •  where 
the  climate  i»  temperate*'  This  part  of  the  country 
product  g^n,  and,  as  I  have  been  in&rmed,  even 
grapes  and  other  fruits.  The  inhabitants  are  very 
humane  and  hofpitable* 

When  the  Ruffians  iirft  eitt^ecf  tiu9  piovmce,  the 
Kamtzedans  endeavoured  to  oppofe  them.  For  ibi^ 
foifoky  they  aflembled  great  numbers  of  men,  armed^ 
afra:  the  faftiion  of  their  eouatry,  with  bows,  arrows  ,^ 
and:  Qiari  £ance&^  headed  with  bone,  iharpened  at  the 
foixxL  Whence  it  appears,  that  thefe  people  kne^ 
^no  more  the  ufe  of  ircm'  than  the  Mexicans  on  th^ 
arrival  of  the  Spaniards  in  America.  Theit  mukitudes 
Kmit'fgon  dil|>frfed  by  a  few  Ruifi^m  with  fixtsanna,. 

whiclv 
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whidit  W  thofe  days^  iiad  rifled  barrek,  and  a  finail 
hoxti  which  killed  at  a  great  diftance.  The  poor 
Xamt2^aBs»  feeing  timt  people  fall  without,  any  vifi- 
iAe  ^ound,  and  ailcattihBd  with  the  Arc  and  noilb  of  the 
^unpowxier,,kft  the  fkld  in  the  utmoft  conftemaiion. 
Their  ^lifpofitions  now  txrere  wholly  inclined  to  peace  4 
^nd  a  few  of  their  chief  men  were  fent  to  the  Ruffians 
in  order  jto  obtain* it  '1  hey  {u»>ftr^^d  themfelV^.  in 
the  moft  fubmiffiyie  ,numn&c^  before  tthe  leader  of  the 
party,  and  begged  of  him  to  grant  them  peace ;  which 
he  did,  on  condition  of  their  paying  to  hi$  Majefty  an 
annual  tribitte  of  ia|;^les,  or  other  furjs.  This  con^ 
^don  they  have  puxi^ually  performed  eeer  iince. 

Maoy  parts  of  jUmt;atiky  are  billy  smd  mpuAtain*- 
0US9  particiUariy  to  the  norith,  and  covered  with  taU 
woods*  ^t  QchotiUy  i«  a  good  harbour,  and  timber 
enough  ^o  build  a  royal  ii^iyy.  ,  There  ^re  ^nany  great 
and  fmall  jivers  that  run  through  the  country,  and 
empty  themfelves  into  the  Eaftern  Ocean,  among 
which  is  a  ^re^t  river  called  Anadepr.  To  the  north 
•of  this  river^  .to^ard^  the  ocean,  lies  an  e^Ktcnfivc  trai^ 
of  land,'  little  known,  and  inhabited  by  a  iierce  ancj 
lavage  people,  called  by  the  Rufliazis  Anadecrtzy, 
who  continue,  very  untra^able. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  add  concierning  thefe  rc^ 
mote  provinces,  only  I  am  perfuaded,  that  the  ifland& 
of  JapaJKX  can  be  at  no  great  diitance  from  the  fouthem 
parts  of,  Kamtzatlky.  .  What  ccmfumed  me  in  this 
^liinion  is  that  I  faw  at  St  Peterfburgh  a  young  man,r 
*  a  oativ^  4(>f  Japan,  who,  I  believe,  is  yet  alive  in  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  that  place.  I  afUed  him,  by 
l^hat  accident  he  was  brought  fo  far  from  hjs  xxy^ 
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couhd^  ;  and  he  gave  me  the  following  account  :«^ 
That  hit  father  and  faimfelf,  with  a  few  perfons  more, 
being  at  a  noted  town  called  Naggifaky^  on  tlie  weft, 
coail  of  the  ifland,  employed  about  fome  aff^rs  of 
trade^  ahd  having  finished  their  buiinefs,  intended  to 
iretum  to  their  own  habkadom,  on  the  north  (hore,  l^ 
failing  round  the  coaft*  Iberefore  went  they  on  board 
a  fmall  boat,  and  began  their  voyage  homeward ;  but^ 
meeting  with  a  ftrong  gale  oflF  the  land,  they  were 
unfortunately  driven  out  to  fea,  and^  in  a  few  days^ 
*were  caft  upon  die  coaft  of  Kamtzatiky,  half-ftarved^ 
•and  in  the  greateft  di(trefs«  la  this  condition  they 
met  with  a  Ruffian  officer,  who  afforded  them  all  that 
fid&ftance  which  common  humanity  didates  on  fuch 
occafions.  Notwithftanding  all  his  care,  feveral  of 
the  old  people  died,  bdng  quite  fpent  with  £aidgue) 
and  want  of  viduals.  That  he  and  another  youth^ 
>vho  was  Hnce  dead,  were  fent  to  St  Pcterftnirgb^ 
where  his  'Majefty  was  pleafed  to  order  that  they 
jQiould  be  provided  for  in  the  Academy.  This  young 
man  could  read  and  write* both  the  Japanefe  and 
kuflian  languages. 

We  fet  out  from  Elimfky  on  the  12th  ;  and  next 
day,  in  the  evening,  came  to  a  fmall  village,  upon  the 
north  bank  of  the  river  Angara,  about  eighty  verft 
diftant  from  Elimfky.  iDuring  thefe  two  days,  we  faw 
no  houfe  nor  any  inhabitants,  the  whole  of  the  coun- 
try through  which  we  paffed  being  covered  with  tall 
and  thick  .  woods.  There  is  a  narrow  road  cut  fbr 
fledges,  and  the  trees  on  each  fide  meieting  at  the  top 
ihade  it  by  day,  and  in  the  night  make  it  very  dark, 
tnd  ahooft  diiinaL 

We 
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We  pifled  the  night  in  this  village,  ^here  we  gdt 
fhcfli  horfes  ;  and,  next  morning,  repeated  our  jouTb 
ney  almoft  due  eail  up  the  dver  Angara  upon  the  ice. 
Along  the  banks  we  found  many  villages  M^ell  peo* 
pled.  The  face  of  the  country  had  now  a  diffierent 
afpeft  from  what  I  had  feen  for  feveral  months  l 
fometimes  we  faw  a  fine  champaign  country,  exhibit* 
ing  a  beautiful  and  extenfive  prolpe^^ ;  at  other  times^ 
the  view  was  agreeably  varied  with  woods  and.  rifing 
grouSids.  The  north  fide  of  the  river  is  moftly  over- 
grown with  woods.  There  are  fome  openings  along 
the  banks,  where  we  found  villages,  and  abondanct 
of  cattle  .and  provifions. 

The  1 5th,  we  arrived  at  a  large  viUagt  called  Bal* 
laganiky,  fituated  on  the  foutli  fide  of  the  Angara, 
near  a  rivulet,  running  from  the  fouth,  called  Unga* 
The  fituation  of  this  place  is  very  pleaiant,  as  k  fiauMls 
in  a  fniitiiil  plain,  and  has  many  com-fieMs  and 
woods  in  the  neighbourhood.   ^ 

Here  we  found  another  tribe  of  the  natives  of  Sibe- 
ria, who  differ,  in  ibme  particulars,  from  all  tbofe  I 
have  formerly  defcribed.  They  are  called  by  the  Ruf« 
fians  Bratiky,  but  by  therofdves  Buraty.  They  Uvc  ih 
tents  all  the  year;  and,  having  laige  flocks  of  iheq>,  and 
many  cows  and  horfes,  they  remove  from  piace  to  place, 
as  the  convenience  of  grazing  requires.  Tlieiriangnage 
Ins  a  great  affinity  to  that  of  the  Kdmucks  ;  andthef 
have  pnefts  among  them  who  can  read  and  wsite  diM 
language.  As  to  their  drefs  and  manner  of  Ofi^  | 
tottld  i[^farve  Httk  difference  tetween  dnem  ^smd 
the  Kalmucks^  the  Vdga ;  and  dierefbre  <x>nc4«d« 

dury  have  both  defended  Iron  tin'  ftae  •rigimd. 

Their 


I 
t 


fStt  A    JOTTIUIIIT 

IlicSr  faeei»  howi^er,  are  not  quite  fb  £^t  asvtbolfe  of 
the  Kahnodu ;  their  nofin  being  Ibmewhat  tdf^tner^ 
and  their  cosntenances  more  open. 

-  The  Buraty  are  flout  adtive  men^  .but  hate  all  kind 
of  labour:  For,  though  they  have  the  example  of  the 
RuSians  plowing  and  foving  their  ground^  and  living 
plenttfiilly  on  the  produce  of  this  rich  and  fertile  foil» 
they  chttfe  fUU  to  live  in  their  tents,  and  tend  their 
flocks,  oa  urhich  thdr  fiibfiftence  entirely  depends. 

The  chief  exerofe  of  ihe  men  is  hunting  and  ri<L 
ing.  They  have  z-  good  breed  of  iaddle«horfes,  and 
ihdr  homed  cattle  ^re  very  larger.  Their  flieep  have 
broad  tails,  and  their  mutton  is  enceUent.  They  have 
uUo  great  abuadanee  of  goats ;  for  all  tbefe  animals 
they  make  no  provifion  of  fodder,  but  leave  them  to 
feed  in  the  open  fields.  When  the  fnow  £alk  to  a 
great  depdi,  which  feldom  happens  in  thefe  part$» 
they  drive  them  to  the  foqthwardto  lifiBg  groundi, 
where  little  fnow  lies. 

-  Their  arms  are  bows  and  arrows^  lances,  and  fa* 
bres  i  all  of  which  are  ufed  on  horfe-back ;  for,  like 
the  Kalmucks,  they  have  no  in£uury«  -  .They  are 
dexterous  archers,  and  (kilful  hoifemeo^ 

.  Thefe  people  were  formerly  fubje^  to  a  prince  of 
4he  Mongals,  but  now  live  very  quietly  und^r  the 
Ruffian  ^vemment.  They  are  at  p^efent  a  very: 
•umerous  people,  leaditag  towards  the  eaft  and  foutb 
of  the  Baykall  lake,  and  are  generally  reckoned  very 
ihoneft  ahd  fincerc^^  * 

As.  toitheir  dn&^  the  men  wear  a  coat,  or  ratb^ 

gown,  of  iheep4kinfl^:  gjrt  about  the  middle,  ki  all 

lofons  y  a  Anall  4^uoil  cai^i  hooi  wAk  fur,  bsmi^  a 
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ksffd  oF.red  filk  at  the  top,  which,  together  'with  a. 
pair  of  drawers  and  boots,  makes  up  the  whole  of 
thdr  apparel.  The  womens,  drefs  is  nearfy  the  fame, 
only  their  gbwn»  are  plaited  abovt  the  wakl,  auid  hon^ 
down  like  a  petdreoat.  The  married  iPomen  ha^ 
their  hair  hanging  in  two  locks,  one  on  each  fide  of 
the  head,  ^rawn  through  two  iroa  rings^  to  prevent 
its  floating  on  the  breaft^.  and  looking  rery  like  a  tye- 
wig«  Round  tbebr  fore-head,  they  wear  a  hoop  of  po» 
liihed  iron,  made  faft  behind,  and  on  their  head  a 
:finafl  round  cap,  feced  with  fur^  and  embroidered,  la 
their  fafliion,  to  diftinguifli  it  from  thofe  c^  the  men* 
The  maids  are  drefied  in  the  fame  numner,  only  their 
h^or  is  all  plaited,  hanging  in  fe|»arate  locks  rougd 
their  head,  and  is  as  bUck  as  a  rayea :  Sone  of  theOfi. 
have  good  complexions.  Both  the  men  and  women 
aire  courteous  in  ikm  behaviour.  I  (hould  like  th^ifi 
much  better  if  they  were  a  litde  more,  cleanly.  Both 
their  perfons  and  tents  are  extremely  nafty,  from,  their 
nfing  only  Ikins  to  preferve  tke^  from  the  cold  ;  oik 
thefe  they  fit  or  lie,  round  a  little  fire,  in  their  tents«. 
.  The  xeligioa  of  the  Buraty  feema  to  be  the  fame 
wuh  that  of  the  Kalmucks,  which  is  downright  Pa- 
ganifm  of  the  grofiefl  kind.  They  t^k  indeed  of  an 
Almighty  and  good  being,  who  created  all  things,! 
whom  they  call  Bnrcbun,  but  feem  bewildered,  in  ob- 
fcufe  and  fobulous  notions,  concerning  his  nature  aqd 
government.  They  have  two  high  priefts,  to  whom 
they  pay  great  refped  y  one  i&  called  Delay-Lama,  the 
<Kher  Kutuchtu«  Of  thefe  priefts  I  fhall  havb  an 
.  ^portunity  to  gite  fome  accoum  aftcrwar^s- 
"  '  •    •'      "       -  .  ^  £bt 
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.  In  paflmg  dve  teois  of  the  Bumty,  I  often  dbftiffe^ 
&  long  pole,  whereon  was  hung,  by  the  horns,  the 
head  and  ikin  of  a  iheep.  On  inquiong  the  reafon  of 
this  ai^>earance,  I  was  told  that  the  animal,  whole 
head  and  ikin  thefe  were,  had  been  flain,  and  offered 
m  facrifice,  to  the  God  who  prote&ed  their  flocks  and 
herds.  I  could  obfenre  no  images  among  them  ex« 
cept  fome  relidcs  giren  them  by  their  pricfts,  which 
they  had  from  the  Delay-Lama ;  thefe  are  commonly 
hung  up  in  a  comer  of  their  tents,  and  fometimes  a» 
bout  their  necks,  b^  way  of  an  amulet,  to  preTenre 
(hem  from  misfortunes* 

The  i6th,  we  came  to  another  large  village,  called 
ICamenka,  fituated  on^the  north  bank  of  the  rivers 
where  we  found  many  of  the  Buraty  in  their  tents* 
Hiis  day  we  had  fome  xain,' which  melted  much  foow^ 
and  made  it  dangerous  to  travel  upon  the  ice  ;  fo  that 
we  were  obliged  to  leave  the  river,  and  make  the  befl: 
of  our  way  along  the  banks  ;  for  feveral  of  our  horfei  . 
broke  through  the  ice,  and  were  got  up  again  with 
ho  fmall  difficulty. 

The  I  yth,  our  route  lay  to  the  fouth-eaft«  The  al?- 
teration  of  the  weather  was  now  very  perceptible,  the 
heat  of  the  fun  was  very  intenfe,  and  the  fiiow  fud- 
^denly  difappeared,  leaving  no  marks  of  winter,  except 
the  ice  upon  the  river,  which  was  vaniihing  very  faft* 
Thus,  in  the  fpace  of  a  £ew'days,  we  pafled  from  a 
cold  winter  to  a  warm  fpting ;  and  one  would  almoft 
Itave  imagined  we  had  been  imperceptibly  dropped  ia* 
to  another  climate.  Obir  fledges,  in^hicb- w^  had 
travelled  and  lodged,  ftr  moft  part,  durm^  the  win* 
ter,  could  now  be  of  no  ule ;  and  we  left  them  to  be 

put 
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put  on    wheel^carriagesy  ui  order  to  follow  us  as 
fliould  be  convenient. 

Having  procured  fuch  horfes  and  fiitniture  as  the 
place  afforded,  we  proceed^  along  the  north  bank  of 
the  Angara,  towards  Irkutlky.  We  were  efcorted  by 
fome  Coflacks,  and  a  party  of  the.  Buraty,  armed  with 
bows  aiid  arrows.  We  hunted  all  the  way  as  we  tra-  ^ 
veiled ;  and  were  not  a  little  furprifed  to  fee  the  Bura- 
ty  kill  many  hares  with  their  arrows.  This  exercife 
was  very  feafbnable,  as  we  had  been  confined  to  fled- 
ges for  more  than  three  months,,  during  our  journey 
from  Cazan  to  this  place. 

On  the  1 8th  of  March,  we  arrived  at  the  town  of 
Irkutiky,  fo  called  from  the  rivulet  Irkut,  which  falls 
into  the  Angara  near  it.    It  ftands  on  the  north  bank 
of  the  Angan^,  in  a  large  plain,  to  the  north  of  which 
the  grounds  are  very  high>  and  covered  with  wood^ 
On  the  fouth  fid^  of  the  river,  towards  the  Baykall 
lake,  are  high  hills,  rifmg  to  the  fouth^  and  Coveted 
with  tall  trees,  among  which  are  many  lafixes  and 
Siberian  cedars.     The  larix,  called  in  Rufc  lifvinitaa, 
is  a  well  known  tree  in  thefe  parts  ;  near  the  root  of 
it  grows  a  famous  drug,  called  agarick,  in  form  of  a 
muihroom  3  it  (heds  its  leaf  in  autumn,  and  in  fum» 
mer  it  looks  like  a  pine  ;  it  grows  very  ftraight  and 
tall,  and  is  reckoned  good  timber  for  fhip-building  j 
it  bears  a  cone  like  the  fir-tree,  containing  the  feed, 
but  not  half  fo  large. 

What  is  called  the  cedar  is  a  large  tall  tree,  which 
never  {hades  the  leaf  5  it  is  TOite  and  fmooth,  but 
has  not  the  lead  fmell  of  cedar.  They  ufe  it  chiefly 
in  building  houfes ;   and  it  makes  the  fineft  white 
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floors,  and  freeft  from  knots,  of  any  wood  I  know, 
The  leaires  are  like  thofe  of  a  pine,  but  grow  in  taflels, 
very  beaudfuL  The  cones  are  large ;  and  inftead  of 
feed,  like  the  fir,  contain  a  finall  nut  with  a,  kernel, 
of  which  the  people  in  this  country  are  very  fond,  and 
eat  it  by  way  of  a  defert,  in  place  of  better  fruit.  It 
has  a  plealant  tafte,  like  that  of  railins,  and  is  efteem- 
ed  good  for  the  ftomach. 

The  town  of  Irkutiky  is  fortified  with  a  ditch,  and 
ftrong  pallifades,  having  towers  at  certain  diftances« 
The  garrifon  coniifls  of  fome  regular  troops,  befides 
a  number  of  Coflacks,  or  the  militia  of  the  country* 
The  town  contains  about  two  thoufand  houfes ;  and  the 
inhabitants  are  plentifully  fupplied  with  provifions  of 
all  kinds  from  the  neighbouring  villages.  The  adja? 
cent  woods  abound  with  variety  of  game.  The  river 
affords  fturgeon,  and  many  other  kinds  of  fifh,  but 
no  fterlet ;  becaufe,  as  I  apprehend,  they  delight  in 
inuddy  ffareams,  and  the  water  at  this  place  is  fo  clear, 
that,  in  two  fathoms  deep,  one  may  fee  the  pebbles  at 

the  bottom. 

At  Irkutiky  is  a  good  market  for  fiirs  of  all  forts» 
and  likewife  for  many  kinds  pf  Chinefe  goods.  All 
merchaqdife  muft  be  entered  at  the  cuflom^houfe  in 
this  place,  and  pays  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  which 
produces  a  confiderable  revenije  to  his  Majefty. 

The  25  th  of  Marfh^  pur  baggage  arrived,  after  fur- 
mounting  many  difficulties  on  the  road-  They  had 
been  obliged  to  leave  many  of  the  fledges,  after  tak- 
ing the  baggage  oiF  them,  and  putting  it  on  wheel*; 
carriages. 
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Our  defign  was  to  h^ve  crofled  tike  Baykall  Sea 
upon  the  ice,  and  then  proceeded  by  land  to  the  town 
of  iSelinginlky ;  bat  we  came  too  late  for  that  pur* 
pofe.  The  feafon  was  fo  far  advanced,  that  before 
our  carriages  Arrived,  the  river  was  alraofl  free  of  ice. 
We  were  informed,  indeed,  that  the  ice  upon  the  lake 
was  fufficiently  ftrong  to  bear  horfes  ;  but,  upon  con- 
fidering  the  matter,  it  wa^  thought  mod  advifeable  to 
remain  here,  till  the  ice  in  the  fea  was  alfo  melted^ 
that  we  might  go  by  water  to  Seiinginiky  ;  and  orders 
were  immediately  given  that  vefiels  fhould  be  prepared 
for  this  purpofe. 

April  ift,  we  crofled  the  river,  accompanied  by  Mr 
Rakitin  the  commandant,  in  order  to  take  a  view  of 
the  country  towards  the  fouth.  We  rode  through 
fine  woods  of  ftately  oaks,  and  other  trees,  formerly 
mention^.  We  himted  all  the  way,  and  found  abun- 
dance of  game.  At  laft,  we  came  to  a  fmall  Ruilian 
village,  in  a  fruitful  valley,  encompaflfed  with  hills 
covered  with  woods,  where  we  lodged.  Next  day, 
we  went  ten  or  a  dozen  miles  farther,  in  fearch  of 
wild  beads ;  but,  finding  none,  we  returned  to  the 
fame  village,  and  the  day  following  to  Irkutfky» 

The  loth,  we  were  entertained  with  a  famous 
Buratfky  Shaman,  who  was  alfo  lama  or  pried,  and 
was  brought  from  a  great  didance.  As  tbeie  diamans 
make  a  great  noife  in  this  part  of  the  worlds  and  are 
believed,  by  the  ignorant  vulgar,  to  be  infpired,  I  ihall 
give  fome  account  of  the  behaviour  or  this  one,  in 
particular,  by  which  it  will  appear  that  the  whole  is 

an  impofition^ 

He 
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He  was  introduced  to  the  ambaflador  by  the  com- 
mandant, accompanied  by  feveral  chiefs  of  his  own 
tribe,  who  treat  him  with  great  refped.  He  was  a 
man  of  about  thirty  years  of  age,  of  a  grave  afped 
and  deportment.  At  his  introdudion,  lie  had  a  cup 
of  brandy  prelented  to  him,  which  he  drank,  but  re* 
fufed  any  more. 

After  fome  converfation,  he  was  defired  to  esJubit 
fome  fpecimen  of  his  art ;  but  he  replied^  he  could  do 
nothing  in  a  Ruffian  houie,  becaufe  there  were  ibme 
images  of  faints  which  prevented  his  fuccefs.     The 
performance  was  therefore  adjourned  to  a  Baraliky 
tent  in  the  fuburbs«      Accordingly,  in  the  evening, 
we  went  to  the  place  appointed,  where  we  found  the 
Aaman,  with  feveral  of  his  companions,  round  a  little 
fire,  fmoking  tobacco,  but  no  women  among  thenu 
We  placed  ourfelves  on  one  fide  of  the  tent,  leaving 
the  other  for  him  and  his  countrymen.     After  fitting 
ubout  half  an  hour,  the  fhaman  placed  himfelf  cro&« 
legged  upon  the  floor,  clofe  by  a  few  burning  cosAs^ 
upon  the  hearth,  with  his  i^ce  towards  his  compa- 
nions ;  then  he  took  two  fUcks,  about  four  feet  long 
each,  one  in  each  hand,  and  began  to  fang  a  difmal 
tune,  beating  time  with  the  flicks  ;  all  his  followers 
joined  in  the  chorus.    During  this  part  of  the  perfbr-* 
mance,  be  turned  and  diftorted  his  body  into  many 
different  poflures,  till  at  taft  he  wrought  himjelf  up  ta 
fiich  a  degree  of  fury,  that  he  foamed  at  the  mouthy 
and  his  eyes  looked  red  and  daring.     He  new  flarted 
up  on  his  legs,  and  fell  a  dancing,  like  01^  ^ra^led^ 
till  he  trode  out  the  fire  with  his  bare  fiset.     Thefe 
unnatural  motions  were,  by  the  vulgar,  attributed  to 

the 


T  O    P  1  K  I  N.  193 

the  operations  of  a  divinitj  \  and,  in  troth,  (xie  would 
almoft  have  imagined  him  poflefled  by  fome  daemon* 
After  being  quite  fpent  with  dancings  he  retired  to 
the  door  of  the  tent^  and  gave  three  dreadful  (hrieka, 
fay  vhich^  hb  conpamosis  faid,  be  called  the  daemon 
to  dired  him  in  anfweriij^  fuch  qudkions  as  ihould  be 
propofed.  He  dien  retunieil,  and  iat  do\m  in  great 
compofare,  telling  he  was  ready  to  refolve  any  quef- 
tion  that  might  be  aiked.  *  Several  of  oor  people  put 
queftions  in  abundance ;  all  which  he  anl'wered  readi-^ 
ly,  but  in  fuch  ambiguoua  terms  that  nothing  could 
be  made  of  them.  He  now  performed  feveral  leger- 
demain  tricks,  fuch  as  ftabbing  himfelf  with  a  knife, 
and  bringing  it  up  at  his  mouth,  running  himfelf 
through  with  a  fword,  and  many  others  too  trifling 
to  mention.  In  ihort,  nothing  is  more  evident  than 
that  thefe  fliamans  are  a  parcel  of  jugglers,  who  impofe 
on  the  ignorant  and  credulous  vulgar. 

The  6th  of  April,  we  went  to  a  monaftery,  about 
five  miles  to  the  eaft-ward  of  this  place,  where  we  dined 
with  the  Archbifliop  of  Tobolflcy.  This  prelate  had 
lately  come  hither  to  vifit  fome  monaftries,  and,  in 
his  way,  had  baptifed  a  number  of  Ofteaks  and  other 
heathens.  From  this  time,  till  the  8  th  of  May,  little 
material  happened.  We  waited  patiently  for  the  dijp 
folving  of  the  ice  on  the  Baykall  lake,  of  which  we 
expeded  to  receive  the  moft  certain  knowledge,  by 
means  of  the  floating  ice  on  the  Angara  ;  for,  wh^ 
this  happens,  that  river  is  filled  with  ^  floating  cakek, 
which  are  driven  along  with  great  fiii^  iby  the  wind 
and  current. 

the 
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The  I  ithy  the  river  was  now  clear  of  ice.  Ouf 
baggage  was  ihipped  on  board  large  flat-bottomed 
boats,  and  drawn  i^  the  ftream  ;  the  wmd  being 
foutherly,  made  the  progrefs  of  the  boats  very  flow. 
The  ambaflador,  therefore,  refolved  to  remain  at  this 
place  till  he  heard  they  had  nearly  reached  the 
lake,  which  is  about  forty  verft  from  I)4^utflLy. 

Before  we  left  this  place,  Mr  Krteienflcy,  our  in- 
terpreter for  the  Latin  tongile,  died  of  a  hedic  difbr- 
der.  He  was  a  Polifli  gendeman,  and  had  laboured 
under  this  diftemper  for  fome  years. 


C  HA  P.    V. 


JROM  IRKUTSiY,  CROSS  THE  LAKE  BAYKALL,  TO  SELIN- 
GINSKY ;  SOME  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  KUTUCHTU,  kc 


X  HE  15th  of  May,  the  weather  being  very  tot,  we 
did  not  fet  out  till  after  dinner,  when  we  left  Irkutflcy, 
jLccompanied  by  the  commandant  and  fome  other 
officers  of  the  place.     We  rode  alcmg  the  north  bank 

af 
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of  the  river,  through  pleafant  woods,  and  fome  open 
fields,  till  we  came,  about  midnight,  to  a  few  fiflier« 
men's  huts,  where  we  halted  for  a  few  hours,  and  re* 
peated  our  journey  early  next  morning. 

At  noon,  we  arrived  at  a  fmall  chapel,  dedicated 
to  St  Nicolas,  where  travellers  ufually  pay  their  de« 
votions,  and  pray  for  a  profperous  paiTage  over  the 
lake.  About  this  religious  houfe  there  are  a  few 
fifhermen's  huts.  Two  monks  conftantly  attend,  to 
put  people  in  mind  of  their  duty,  and  receive  a  fmall 
gratuity  from  the  paffengers. 

Here  we  found  our  boats  waiting  for  us  below  the 
fiatlls  of  the  Angara.  From  hence  you  can  fee  the 
lake,  burfting  out  betwixt  two  high  rocks,  and  tum- 
bling down  over  huge  ftones,  that  lie  quite  crols  the 
river,  which  I  reckon  to  be  about  an  Englifh  mile 
broad*  The  whole  channel  of  the  river  is  covered 
with  thefe  rocks,  from  the  mouth  of  the  lake  down 
to  the  Chapel  of  St  Nicolas,  about  the  diftance  of  an 
Englifh  mile.  There  is  no  paflage  for  the  fmallefl 
boats,  except  along  the  eaft  fhore,  thro'  a  narrow 
ftrait,  between  the  rocks  and  the  land.  In  the  moft 
fhallow  places,  there  is  about  five  or  fix  feet  water, 

,  and  breadth  all  the  way  fuiEcient  for  any  Angle  vef- 
fel.     But  if,  by  ftrefs  of  weather,  or  any  other  acd- 

'  dent,  a  boat  fhould  have  the  misfortune  to  mifs  this 
opening,  and  be  thrown  upon  the  rocks,  fbe  muft 
immediately  be  dafhed«to  pieces,  and  the  whole  crew 
inevitably  perifh.  The  waters,  dafhing  upon  the 
ftones,  make  a  noife  like  the  roaring  of  the  fea,  fo 
that  people  near  them  can  fcarce  hear  one  another 
fpeaL    1  cannot  e^^prefs  the  awfuli^efs  with  whi[ch 

one 
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oaeu  flruck,  at  die  figln  of  fucfa  aftoniihiiig  fi:eneg 
of  nature  at  appear  itDuiui  tiiis  place,  and  which  I  be- 
lieve are  noc  to  be  eqtudled  in  the  known  world* 
The  pilots  and  Hulon  whp  navigate  the  lake  fpeak  of 
it  widi  much  reverence,  calling  it  the  Holy  Sea, 
and  the  mountams  about  it,  the  Holy  Mountains ; 
and  are  highly  difpleafed  with  any  perfon  who 
fpeaks  of  it  with  difrefped,  or  calls  it  a  lake.  They 
Cell  a  ftory  of  a  certain  pilot  who  always  gave  it  that 
appellation,  but  was  feverely  puniihed  for  his  con- 
tempt. Being  on  a  voyage  in  autumn,  he  and  his 
crew  were  tolled  from  fide  to  fide  of  the  lake,  till  they 
were  half  ftarved,  and  in  great  danger  of  perifhing. 
Neceffity,  at  laft,  forced  this  hardy  mariner  to  comply 
with  the  prevailing  cuftom,  and  pray  to  the  Holy  Sea 
and  Mountains  to  have  compaflion  on  him  in  fuch 
diftrefs.  His  prayers  were  effectual ;  and  lie  arrived 
fafe  to  land  ;  but  was  ohfervedy  ever  after,  to  fpeak  of 
die  fea  with  the  greateft  refped. 

The  afternoon  was  fpent  in  adjufting  the  tackle, 
and  preparing  the  barks  for  being  drawn  up  the  ftrong 
narrow  current. 

The  17th,  the  wind  being  contrary,  and  blowing 
pretty  frefii,  the  pilots  would  not  venture  out.  I,  and 
three  more  of  our  company,  took  this  opportunity  cf 
walking  up  to  the  top  of  the  mountains,  where  we 
had  a  full  view  of  the  fea,  and  the  land  to  the  fouth 
on  the  other  fide  of  it,  and  alfo  to  the  weft,  as  far  ai 
it  extends.  The  land  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  lake 
rifes  gradually,  till  it  terminates  in  hiils  moftly  covered 
with  wood  J  but,  on  the  weftem  ihore,  there  are  very 
high  mountains,  feveral  whereof  are  overfprcad  with 

deep 
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3cep  ihow,  which  we  could  eafily  difcem,  though  at 

a  great  diftance. 

The  Baykall  Sea,  oppofite  to  the  mouth  of  the 

Selinga,  is  reckoned  about  fifty  Englifli  miles  broad, 
though  it  is  much  broader  in  fome  other  places,  and   . 
about  three  hundred  miles  in  length.    It  is  wholly  frefh 
water,  and  is  fupplied  by  the  Selinga,  and  many  othet 
rivers,  from  the  fouth,  and  by  the  higher  Angara 
from  the  eafti     The  courfe  of  the  fea  is  from  fouth- 
weft  to  north-eaft,  and  has  very  few  (helves  or  rocks* 
*rhere  is  only  one  large  ifland,  near  the  middle  of  it, 
called  Olchon.     It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  a  ridge 
of  high  rocks,  which  run  from  one  end  of  it  to  the  ' 
other.     The  only  opening  by  which  it  difcharges  it- 
felf  is  that  into  the  Angara,  which,  though  it  is  a  na* 
tural  paiTage,  appears  as  if  cut  through  the  rocks  by 
art.     In  my  opinion,  one  cannot  imagine  a  more 
beautiful  profpeft  of  nature  than  is  feen  from  the  top 
of  thefe  mountains,  which  may  eafily  be  perceived 
from  the  fhort  arid  imperfedt  Iketch  I  have  drawn  of 
It.    The  woods  on  the  fummit  of  the  rocks  are  (horC 
and  thinly   fcattered  ;  but,  on  their  declivity  towards 
the  north,    and  in  the  valleys,  the  trees  become  gra- 
dually both  taller  and  larger.    There  is  abundance  of 
game  and  .wild  beads  in  thefe  woods,  particularly  the 
wild  boar,  which  was  the  firft  of  that  fpecies  we  found 
m  this  cotmtry ;  a  certain  fign  of  a  temperate  climate  j 
for  thefe  animals  cannot  endure  the  exceflive  cold  in 
inore  northerly  parts.     The  hunting  of  thefe  animals 
being  a  dangerous  kind  of  fport,  we  carefully  avoided 
their  haunts.    In  the  evening,  we  returned  to  our 
barks  at  the  chapel  of  St  Nicolas, 
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The  Baykall  is  abundantly  furniflied  \nth  Taribti^ 
kinds  of  excellent  fifh,  particularly  ftiirgecMi,  and  » 
fiih  called  omuHyy  in  fiiapc  and  tafte  refembling  a  her- 
ring, but  broader  and  larger.  The  fea  produces  alfo 
great  numbers  of  feals,  whofe  (kins  are  preferred  in 
quality  to  thofe  of  feals  caught  in  falt-water.  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  both  the  feals  and*  fifli  in  the  BaykalF 
came  originally  from  the  Northern  Ocean,  as  •  the 
communication  between  them  is  open,  tho*  the  dif- 
tance  be  very  great. 

The  feals  are  generally  caught  in  winter,  by  fltrong 
.  nets  hung  under  the  ice.  The  method  they  ufe  ig  to 
cut  many  holes  in  the  ice,  at  certain  diftances  front 
one  another,  fo  that  the  fifhermen  can,  with  long  poles, 
ftretch  their  nets  from  one  hole  to  another,  and  thus- 
continue  them  to  any  diftance.  The  feals,  not  being 
able  to  bear  long  confinement  under  the  ice,  for  want 
of  air,  feek  thefe  holes  for  relief,  and  thus  entangle 
ihemfelves  in  the  nets.  Thefe  creatures,  indeed » 
commonly  make  many  holes  for  themfelves,  at  the  fct-* 
ting  in  of  the  froft.  In  this  manner,  they  catch  nor 
only  feals,  but  fifh  of  all  kinds,  in  winter. 

The  1 8th,  the  wind  being  favourable,  we  put  oflF 
from  St  Nicolas's.  As  we  had  workmen  enough,  we 
left  part  of  them  on  board,  to  afllft  the  pilot,  by  fet- 
ting  poles,  while  the  reft  were  employed  on  fhore  in 
towiiig  the  barks  againft  a  ftrong  current.  In  about 
the  fpace  of  three  hours  we  got  clear  of  the  current, 
and  all  hands  came  on  board.  We  were  now  quite 
Becalmed,  and  obliged  to  take  to  our  oars.  We 
rowed  along  fliore  to  the  eaftward  till  about  noon,' 
when  we  had  an  eafy  breeze,  which  foon  carried-  us 
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two  diirds  over  the  fea,  under  our  maln^faiL  The  wind 
now  chopped  about  to  the  eaft,  and  blew  fo  frefti, 
that  we  could  not  make  the  river  Selinga,  which  was 
Ac  port  where  we  intended  to  land.  A8  thefe  barks 
cahnot  turn  to  windward^  ive  were  drove  about  ten 
miles  to  the  weftward  of  the  PoffoHky  monaftery;, 
which  (lands  about  fix  miles  to  the  weftward  of  the 
Selinga,  in  a  pleafant  and  fruitful  plain,  furnifhing  an 
ieaclenfive  view  in  all  dire£tions  9  where,  endeavouring 
to  get  to  land  at  any  rate,  we  fteered  into  a  bay  in 
which  we  £iflcied  we  faw  the  ihore  covered  with  cockle- 
ibells  or  Vhite  land.  On  a  nearer  approach,  our 
miftakd  appeared.  For  what  feemed  '  fli^Us  or  fand, 
at  a  diftance,  was  only  great  and  fmall  cakes  of  ice, 
l>eajt}iig  with  the  waves  againft  the  main  body  of  the 
ice,  which  layiinn,  and  covered  the  whole  bay.  Our 
people,  on  diftinguifliing  the  ice,  immediately  ftruck 
fail,  and  were  in  no  fmall  confufion.  But  Mr  IfmaelofF 
ordered  the  fail  to  be  again  fet,  and  to  fteer  dired- 
lyfor  the  ice.  In  the  mean  time,  all  hands  were  em- 
ployed in  hanging  boards  about  the  bow  of  the  vcflel, 
to  prevent  the  cutting  of  the  planks,  and  in  fetting 
poles  to  puih  off  the  large  cakes.  At  laft  we  came 
ainong  the  ice,  which  made  a  terrible  rattling  at  firft ; 
but  the  farther  we  advanced, -the  eafier  our  bark  lay, 
tiU  we  came  to  the  main  body  of  the  ice,  where  (he 
•renuined  a§  unmoved  as  if  fhe  had  been  in  a  mill-pond, 
^ough  it  flill  cpntinued  to  blow  hard.  We  now 
quitted  the  (hip,  and  walked  about  upon  the  ice,  which 
was  yet  ftxong  enough  to  carry  horfes.  By  this  time 
the  fun  was  fet,  which  prevented  our  defign  of  going 
ofhore,  for  the  diftance  was  at  leaft  five  Englifh  miles; 
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and  there  was  a  great  gap  in  the  ice  near  the  plaee 
where  we  lay. 

About  midnight^  the  wind  turned  wefterly,  and,  at 
break  of  day,  we  kft  our  itatioii,  and  lailcd  to  the 
eaftward,  and,  about  noon,  entered  the  river  tJcliiiga, 
where  we  found  our  other  three  barks.  They  having 
been  two  or  three  miles  before  us  the  precv^Uiii^  ^ife**t, 
had  time  enough  to  reach  anchoring  ground,  and,  by. 
this  means,  elcaped  the  ice,  fo  little  txpcded  at  ihi* 
feafon  of  the  year.  V^Te  ourfelves,  before  entcrii^g 
the  bay,  had  founded,  in  order  to  difcover  whether 
we  could  come  to  an  anchor;  but  no  bottom,  could 
be  found,  tho'  we  joined  feveral  lead-lines  together, 
amounting  to  above  one  hundred  and  fifty  fathoms. 

The  mouth  of  the  Selinga  is  furrounded  with  t^I 
reeds,  and  contains  feveral  iflands.  The  entry  ijito 
it  is  very  difficulty  except  the  wind  be  fair,  bccaufe 
of  many  flats  arid  fand-banks,  thrown  up  by  the  cur- 
rent of  the  river.  Here  we  found  great  flocks  ot  all 
kinds  of  water-fowl,  particularly  fnipes. 

The  wind  continuing  fair,  we  fail.d  up  the  river  to  a 
fmall  oratory,  dedicated  alfo  to  St  Nicolas,  where  ail 
hands  went  afliore  to  return  rhanks  for  theirjafe  pafiage* 
The  prior  of  the  Pofl()lflcy  monaftery  came  to  thia 
place  to  falute  the  ambaflauor,  and  brought  a  prefeat 
of  fifh,  and  fuch  other  provifions  as  thefe  religious 
houfes  afford.  • 

In  the  eveninc:,  we  proceeded  up  the  river,  till  night 
overtook  us,  wiicn  we  hauled  our   boats  clofe  to  the 

« 

bank,  and  lay^till  next  morning,  which  was  the  20th 
of  May.  This  day  being  calm,  the  barks  were  towed 
up  the  river  3  and  we  walked  along  the  banks,  buntt 
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Jng  all  the  way  in  a  very  pleafant  iouAtry.    At  nighty 
we  lay  by,  as  formerly.' 

The  21  ft,  the  weather  was  very  hot.  We  continued 
Our  voyage  in  the  fame  manner  as  before. 

The  2  ad,  the  wind  being  fair,  we  hoifted  fails ;  and 
in  the  evening  arrived  at  a  large  village,  well  built  and 
peo-^led,  called  Kubbanlky  Oflrogue.  This  place  is 
pleafantly  fituated,  on  a  rifing  ground  upon  the  weft 
baiik  of  the  river,  furrounded  with  many  corn-fields 
an  J  much  pa.»i:urage.  Here  we  took  new  hands  on 
board  our  ba  ks,  and  difmiiTed  the  former  to  return 
in  op^n  boais  to  Irkutlky. 

1  he  25th,  we  reactied  ^another  large  villjige  called 
Pjlihoy  Zaimka,  fituated  in  a  fertile  country.  In  the 
n'.ighboqrhood  is  a  fmall  monaftery,  and  many  lefler 
villages*  Many  of  the  Buraty  \yere  encamped,  with 
their  flocks  and  herds,  on  both  fides  of  the  river. 

The  climate  on  this  fide  of  the  Baykall  lake  is  much 
more  temperate  than  on  the  north  fide.  The  land 
produces  rich  crops  of  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats,  buck- 
wheat, and  peafe,  befides  kitchen  roots,  and  other 
garden  ftuff.  The  inhabitants  have  not  yet  begun  to 
plant  any  kind  of  fruit-trecs,  which  1  am  perfuaded 
would  thrive  exceedingly,  as  the  v.dnters  are  fliort, 
and  the  fiiow  does  hot  lie  above  fix  weeks  or  two 
months.  The  banks  of  the  river  appeared  very  pleaf- 
ant, being  finely  varied  with  plains  and  woods. 

The  26th,  we  came  to  a  large  town,  called  Udinfky, 
from  the  rivulet  Uda,  which  runs  into  the  Selinga,  oa 
the  eafl:  bank.  This  place  alfo  ftands  in  a  fertile 
plain,  having  hills  covered  with  woods  towards  the 
fall.  In  thefe  hills  are  found  feveral  nch  ores,  par- 
ticularly 


ticularly  of  lead ;  in  digging  which  many  hands  are 
now  employed.  ^The  miners  (ay  it  is  of  too  hard  a 
quality;  however,  they  have  extra&ed  confiderable 
quantities  of  filver  from  it ;  and  I  have  been  informed 
that  they  alfo  found  fome  veins  of  filver  ore.  As 
tbefe  works  are  but  lately  begim,  it  is  not  doubted 
that  they  are  capable  of  great  improvement,  at  an  eafy 
charge^  as  the  metal  lies  fo  near  the  furface.  Samples 
of  thefe  ores  have  been  fent  to  St  Peterfburgh ;  and, 
I  am  informed,  his  Majefty  has  engaged  fome  Ger- 
man miners  to  make  experiments  upon  them. 

Both  here  and  on  the  Angara  iron  is  to  be  found 
in  great  abundance  at  the  vefy  furface :  But  as  the 
diftance  is  too  great  for  exportation,  it  is  not  worth 
the  labour.  To  fupply  the  common  confumption  of 
che  country,  the  fmith  takes  his  bellows,  goes  to  the 
mine^  and  fmelts  and  works  as  much  iron  as  he  needs. 
I  have  feen  fome  of  this  iron  of  an  excellent,  foft,  and 
pliable  quality. 

•  Befides  the  above  mentioned,  there  are  at  this  place 
verymch  mines  of  copper.  I  have  feen  fome  of  the 
ore  with  large  veins  of  pure  copper  running  through 
it.  I  make  no  doubt  but  time  and  future  difcoveries 
will  bring  thefe  mines  to  perfeftion,  to  the  great  emo- 
lument of  the  Ruffian  eiftpire* 

All  this  country  is  under  the  jurifdiftion  of  the 
commandant  of  Irkutfky,  who,  fends  deputTes  to  all 
the  towns  of  this  extcnfive  province,  to  adminifter 
juftice»  and  take  care  of  his  Majefty*s  revenues.  The 
fjower  of  nominating  fub.gov;em<Jurs  and  coniman^ 
fbata,  is  vefted  by  his  Majefty  in  the  govemour  of 
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Sfibeiia,  which  gives  him  an  authority  equal  to  a  fb* 
Ycrd^  prince. 

The  ambaiTador,  finding  the  progrefs  of  the  boata 
againft  the  flream  very  flow  and  tedious,  bang  befides 
much  peftered  with  gnats  and  muikitoes,  refolved  to 
go  by  land  the  reft  of  the  way  to  Selinginfky  :  For 
which  purpofe,  the  fuperintendant  of  this  place  order- 
ed horfes,  and  a  proper  efcort,  to  be  got  ready  againft 
next  morning  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  the  road 
on  this  fide  being  interrupted  by  thick  woods  and 
deep  rivers. 

The  27th,  having  fent  off  our  barks,  we  crofled  the 
river,  and,  having  no  baggage,  we  foon  mounted* 
The  road  lay  through  a  fine  plain,  covered  with  ex- 
cellait  grafsi-  In  the  evening,  we  came  to  a  foun^n 
of  pure  water,  where  we  lodged  in  the  tents  of  the 
Buraty^  and  flept  on  bull-hides. 

The  28th,  early,  we  proceeded,  travelling  over  fome 
pretty  high  hills  overgrown  with  wood.  About  noon^ 
we  came  to  a  river  called  Orongoy,  which  we  croffed 
on  a  tall  camel,  it  being  too  deep  for  horfes.  M  this 
place,  we  found  a  number  of  the  Buraty  encamped> 
with  their  flocks  grazing  in  the  neighbourhood* 

Our  horfes  having  fwam  the  river,  we  went  into 
one  of  the  Buratflcy  tents  till  they  were  dried.  The 
hospitable  landlady  immediately  fet  her  kettle  on  the 
fire  to  make  us  fome  tea  ^  the  extraordinary  cookery 
of  which  I  cannot  omit  defcribing.  After  placing  a 
krge  iron  kettle  over  the  fire.  Die  took  care  to  wipe  it 
very  clean  with  a  horfe's  tail,  that  hung  in  a  comer  of 
the  tent  for  that  purpofe ;  then  the  water  was  put  inta> 
it,  and  foon  after  fome  coarfe  bohea  tea,  which  is  got 
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from  China,  and  a  little  fait.     When  near  boilitig, 
flie  took  a  large  brafs  ladle,  and  toiTcd  the  tea  till  tb« 
liquor  turned  very  brown.     It  was  now  taken  ofl'  the 
fire,  and,  after  fubfiding  a  little,  was  poured  clear  in- 
to another  veffel.     The  kettle  being  wiped  clean  with 
the  horfe'g  tail  as  before,  was  again  fct  upon  the  fire. 
The  miftrefs  now  prepared  a  pafte,  of  meal  and  frefh 
butter,  that  hung  in  a  fkin  near  the  horfe's  tail,  whictv 
was  put  into  the  tea«kettle  and  fried.  Upon  this  puile 
the  tea  was  again  poiired,  to  which  was  added  fomd 
good  thick  cream,  taken  out  of  a  clean  fheep's  fldn^ 
which  hung  upon  a  peg  among  the  other  thiiigs- 
The  ladle  was  again  employed,  for  the  fpace  of  fix 
minutes,  when  the  tea,  being  removed  from  the  fire, 
was  allowed  to  (land  a  while  in  order  to  cool.     1  he 
landlady  now  took  fome  wooden  cups,  which  held 
about  half  a  pint  each,  and  ferved  her  tea  to  all  the 
company.     The  principal  advantage  of  this  tea,  is^ 
that  it  b6th  fatisfies  hunger  and  quenches  thirft.     I 
thought  it  not  difagreeable  ;  but  (hould  have  likeJ  it 
much  better  had  it  been  prepared  in  a  manner  a  littler 
more  cleanly.     Our  boimtiful  hoftefs,  however,  gave 
us  a  hearty  welcome  ;  and  as  thefe  people  know  not 
the  ufe  of  moiiey,  there  was  nothing  to  pay  for  o\it 
entertainment.  We  only  made  her  a  prefent  of  a  little 
tobacco  to  fmoke,  of  which  thefe  people  are  vei7  fond^ 
I  have  given  this  receipt  with  a  view  that  fome  £ui^-« 
pcan  ladies  may  improve  upon  it. 

After  this  fliort  repaft,  we  mounted  again  ;  and,  ini 
the  evening,  came  to  a  neat  Ruffian  village,  on  the 
front  of  a  pleafant  hill  covered  with  wood.  This  plactf 
is  furrounded  with  extenfive  valleys  and  fine  paftu<> 
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ng^  and  cm  accommodation  was  better  than  the  pre^ 
eeding  aight.  Here  we  met  Hfi  Fnfoff^  colonel  of  the 
coflacks,  or  militia  of  Selinginlky,  with  a  fquadron  0f 
horftv  armed  with  bows  and  arrows,  and  fome  fire* 
locks,  who  came  to  efcort  the  ambaflador  to  ihat 
place. 

The  t^thof  NEay,  we  mounted  early,*  and,  by 
means  of  our  coflacks,  hunted  and  ranged  the  woods, 
as  lire  went  along,  hi  the  manner  of  this  comitry,  call- 
ed oblai^  19  the  Ruffian  language.  Their  m^od  ia 
to  form  a  fenundrcie  of  hprfemen, .  armed  with  bows 
and  arrows,  in  order  to  indofe  the  game.  Withm 
the  femi^rkde  a  few  young  men  are  placed,  who  give 
no^e  when  the  game  is  fprung ;  thofe  only  are  per- 
mitted to  purine,  the  others  being  confined  to  keep 
their  ranks.  Our  cofiacks,  with  their  arrows,  killed 
three  deers,  and  feveral  hares :  And,  if  killing  barm« 
left  animals  can  be  caHed  diveriion,  this  may  proper- 
ly be  reckoned  cme  of  the  finefL  After  this  faihion 
they  hunt  bears^  wolves,  foxes,  and  wild  boars. 

About  noon,  we  came  to  a  village  on  the  Selinga, 
where  we  halted  a  few  hours,  and  then  croiTed  the 
river  in  boats,  which  was  near  a  mile  broad  at  this 
place.  Our  eoHacks,  howevei-,  fought  no  boats,  esc** 
c^  one  to  tranfport  their  arms,  cloaths,  and  &ddies  ; 
which  being  done,  all  of  them  mounted  their  horfes, 
and  plunged  into  the  river  without  the  lead  concern. 
As  foon  as  the  horfes  were  fet  a  fwimming,  for  eafe; 
to  them  the  men  difinomited,  and,  laying  hold  of  the 
mane  I  with  one  hand,  guided  them  gently  by  th^ 
bridle  with  the  other.  This  is  the  common  method^ 
initEis  country  of  tranfporting  men  and  horfes,  which 
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I  look  upon  to  be  both  Me  and  eafy,  provided  the 
faorfe  is  managed  with  a  gentle  hand,  without  checkt 
ing  him  with  fudden  jerks  of  the  bridle* 

We  hsdted  a  little,  after  croifing  the  river,  till  the 
horfes  were  dried  ;  after  which  we  mounted,  and,  in 
the  evening,  arrived  at  the  town  of  Selinginfky ,  where 
we  intended  to  wait  for  our  bark$,  and  the  re(t  of 
pur  people. 

Selinginfky  is  fituated  on  the  eaft  bank  of  the  nor 
ble  river  Selinga,  in  a  deep,  barren,  (andy  fpil,  that 
produces  almoft  nothing.  The  choice  of  this  fituar 
tion  was  extremely  injudicious  ;  for,  had  the  foun? 
ders  gone  but  half  a  mile  further  dowp,  to  the  place 
where  now  the  inhabitants  have  their  gardens,  the^ 
s  would  have*  had  a  fituation,  in  every  r^fped,  prefer^ 
able  to  the  prefent. 

This  place  confifb  of  about  two  hundred  houfeg 
and  two  churches,  which  are  all  of  them  built  with 
wood.  It  is  defended  by  a  fortification  of  ftrong  paU 
lifades,  on  which  are  mounted  fome  cannon. 

About  a  mile  eaftward  of  the  town  is  a  ridge  of 
high  hills,  quite  covered  vpith  wood.  On  the  other 
fide  of  the  river  the  country  is  open,  dry,  and  fome- 
what  barren,  but  affords  excellent  paftur^,  particularly 
£c)r  fheep,  whereof  the  Buraty,  the  inhabitants,  have 
iarge  flocks.  They  are  of  that  Ifiad  which  hath 
broad  tails ;  and  their  mutton  is  very  good.  Thefe 
people  have,  befides,  a  large  fort  of  homed  cattle, 
and  abundance  of  hprfes  and  cameb,  wherein  all  theie 
liches  confifl.  Here  ends  the  tribe  of  the  Buraty  ; 
and  the  nation  of  the  Mongalls  begins. 
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trhe  Mongalls  are  a  numerous  people,  and  occupy 
a  large  extent  of  country,  from  this  place  to  the  Kall^ 
gan,  which  fignifies  the  Everlafting  Wall,  or  the 
great  wall  (^  China*  From  this  wall,  they  ftretch 
themfelves  northward,  as  hx  as  the  rivei:  Amoor,  and 
from  the  Amoor  weftward  to  the  Baykall  Sea,*  where 
they  border  with  the  territories  of  the  Kontaylba,  or 
prince  of  the  Black  Kalmucks.  On  the  fouth,  they 
.  are  bounded  by  a  nation  called  Tonguts,  among 
whom  the  Pelay-Lama  has  his  reiklence.  One  may 
eafily  imagine^  from  the  vaft  tra£t  of  land  which  the 
Mongalls  occupy,  that  they  must  be  very  numerous^ 
e^cially  when  it  is  confidered  that  they  live  in  2 
healthy  climate,  smd  have  been  engaged  in  no  wars 
fince  they  were  conquered,  partly  by  the  Ruffians  on 
the  weft,  and  partly  by  the  Ghinefe  on  the  eaft  }  to 
whom  all  thefe  people  are  now  tributaries.  In  formet 
times,  the  Mongalls  were  troublefome  neighbour^  to 
the  Chiaefe,  againft  whofe  incurfions  the  great  wall 
was  built. 

Kamhi,  the  prefect  Emperor  of  China,  was  thcf 
firft*  who  fubdued  thefe  hardy  Tartars,  which  he 
effe£led  more  by  kind  ufage  and  humanity  than  by 
hi&  fword ;  for  thefe  people  are  great  lovers  of  li- 
berty. The  fame  gentle  treatment  hath  been  obfer- 
ved  by  the  Ruffians  towards  thofe  of  them  who  are* 
their  fubje&s.  And  they  themfelves  confefs,  that, 
under  the  .protedion  of  thefe  two  mighty  Emperors^ 
they  enjoy  more  liberty,  and  live  more  at  eafe,  thaxi 
they  formerly  did  under  their  own  ^inced* 
:.  The  prefent  Prince  of  MongaKa  is  called  Tufli-du^ 

€ha&>  and  refide$  about  fix  days  journey  to  the 
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fottth*eaft  from  Selinginfky.  The  place  is 
Urga,  and  19  near  to  where  the  Kutuchtu  or  h^h-^ 
^eft  mhabits.  When  the  Mongalls  fubmitted  them-^ 
felves  to  the  Emperor  of  China,  it  was  agreed,  that 
the  Tu(h*du-Chan  fhould  itill  maintain  the  name 
and  authoiity  of  a  prince  over  his  people,  but  under-r 
take  no  war  nor  expedition  without  confent  of  the 
Emperor;  which  has  ftridly  been  obferved  ever 
fince.  ,        . 

It  is  very  remarkable,  that  in  all  the  vaA  dominmns 
of  Montgalta,  there  is  not  fo-  much  as  a  fingle  houfe 
to  be  feen.  AU  the  people,  even  the  prince  and 
high-prieft,  live  conftantly  in  tents,  and  remove  with 
their  cattle  from  place  to  place  as  convenicncy  re« 
quires. 

Tbefe  people  do  not  trouble  themfelves  with 
plowing  or  digging  the  ground  in  any  fafiiion^  but 
are  content  vidth  the  produce  of  their  flocks*  Satis- 
fied with  neceifaries,  without  aiming  at  fuperfluities, 
they  purfue  the  moil  ancient  and  fimple  manner  of 
life,  which,  I  muft  confefs,  I  think,  very  pleaiint  in 
luch  a  mild  and  dry  climate. 

From  the  river  Volga  to  the  wall  of  China  thenr 
are  three  great  Tartar  princes,  the  AyukapQian,  thf 
Kontaylha,  and  the  Tuib-du-Chan.  Thefe  tbtee 
mighty  nations  have  almoft  the  fame  features^  reli« 
gion,  and  language,  and  live  in  the  fame  manner. .  It 
will  eafily  be  perceived,  by  cafting  an  eye  on  the- 
map,  wh^t  an  extent  of  territory  thefe  princes  poCi 
fefs,  wfaofe.fubjeds  90  by  the  general  name  of  Kak 
mucks*  Few  languages:  can  carry  a  travellfr  oMr  a> 
greater  extent  of  couatiy.  thaa  that  of  the  Kalmudb) 
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tVith  the  j&rabic,  indeed,  a  p^en  may  ttttrc*)  tlmmgb 
many  places  of  the  eafty  frosi  Egypt  to  i^e  covrrt  of 
the  great  Mogul ;  but  \eith  the*  Illy ric  he  can  travel 
much  further  than  with  either  of  the  fonzfer,  vidr 
from  the  Gulf  of  Venice  to  the  ntmoft  bomidarks  of 
Kanttzatfka  i  for  the  Ruffian  is  a  dialed  of  ih^  B* 
tyric 

The  greateft  part  of  Mongalia  k  one  contiBiied 
wafte,  except  the  places  along  the  Amoor,  and  to* 
wards  the  Ruffian  borders  on  the  weft.  The  foil 
aHb  to  thefouth  from  Selinginflcy,  is  exeeafingly  fkie^ 
and  capable,  by  proper  culture^  of  producing  grain 
of  fereral  forts. 

Since  I  have  mentioned  the  AmocMT,  I  prefom* 
ihis  will  be  no  knproper  place  to  ^ve  fcMne  account 
of  that  river.  It  is.  called  by  the  Tsurtars  Shaggalyn^ 
onlby  or  the  Bhick  Dragon,  I  foppofe  from  the  co^ 
lour  of  its  watersy  and  the  windings  of  its  courfen 
It  is  formed'  of  two  Ibrge  rivers,  whde  feuirees  are  ifi^ 
the  defert,  hr  to  the  eaftward  of  this  phce.  One  it 
called  Argun,  Which  ifTues  from  a  lake  named  lie* 
ky;  the  other  is  Ingoda,  on  the  north  bank  of 
which  (binds  the  &mous  Ruffian  town  Mertziniky* 
The  conflux  of  thefe  rivers  produces  the  Amoor,^ 
which  runs  towards  the  eaft,  augmenting  daily  by 
means  of  &e  many  great  and  fmall  ftreams  it  receive, 
till  it  becomes  one  of  the  largeft  rivers  in  this  part 
of  Ae  world,  and,  after  a  long  courfe,  difcharges  it- 
fidf  into  the  Eaftern  or  Chinde  occean«  It  k  i-^mar- 
fable,  that  from  Cas^an  to  thefe  parts^  the  Amoor  is 
ttie  only  river  that  runs  eaftward.    Moft,  if  not  all, 
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of  the  great  rivers  in  Siberia  have  their  courier  to 
the  north  and  north-weft. 

Our  barks  aixived  at  Selinginlky  on  the  4th  of  June. 
After  we  had  taken  out  of  them  what  neqeffaries  we 
wanted,  they  were  difpatched  with  the  reft  of  the 
baggage,  for  their  greater  fecurity,  to  his  Majefty'j* 
ftore-houfe  at  Strealka,  about  four  miles  up  the  ri-> 
ver,  where  the  caravan  for  China  then  lay. 

In  the  meantime,  the  ambaflador  wrote  a  letter  to 
the  Allegada,'  or  prime  minifter,  at  the  imperial  court 
of  Pekin,  to'notify  his  arrival,  and  defire  his  exceUen" 
cy  would  give  orders  for  his  reception  on  the  borders. 
This  letter  was  fent  to  the  prince  of  Mongatia,  to  be 
by  him  forwarded  to  court ;  for  no  ftrangers  are  al- 
lowed to  travel  through  bis  territories  to  China  with-< 
out  his  permiillon.  The  officer  who  carried  the  let- 
ter to  the  prince,  was  treated  with  great  civility,  and 
his  letter  immediately  fent  to  court  by  an  exprefs. 
A  few  days  after,  the  prince  fent  two  gentlemen,  one 
of  whom  was  a  lama,  to  congratulate  the  ^nbaifador 
on  his  arrival  in  thefe  parts.  They  were  invited  to 
dine  with  the  ambafTador,  and  behaved  very  decent- 

The  fame  officer,  who  carried  the  ambaffador'iS'  let-- 
ter  to  the  Prince  of  Mongalia  at  Urga,  was  ordered 
to  prefent  his  compliments  to  the  Kutuchtu,  or  high 
prieft,  who  is  a  near  relation  of  the  prince.  He  re- 
ceived the  officer  in  a  very  fiiendly  manner^  defired 
him  to  fit  down  in  his  prefence ;  an  honour  granted 
to  very  few,  except  ambafladors  and  pilgrims  from 
temote  countries }  and,  at  his  departure,  gave  him  a 
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prefent  of  fome  in  conliderable  things^  particularly  a 
few  pieces  of  Chinefe  filks. 

I  cannot  leave  this  venerable  perfonage,  without 
taking  fome  notice  of  him.  I  (hall  therefore  relate 
a  few  things  concerning  him,  among  thoufands 
more  ridiculous,  which  the  people  in  this  country  tell 
and  believe. 

This  extraordinary  mvm  affumes  to  himfelf  the 
charafter  of  omnifcience,  which  is  the  interpretation  of 
the.  word  Kutuchtu ;  and  the  people  are  taught  to  be- 
lieve that  he  really  knows  all  things  pafl,  prefent,  and 
future.  As  his  intelligence,  by  means  of  his  lamas, 
i$  very  extenfive,,  he  is  eafily  able  to  impofe  on  the 
vulgar  in  this  particular.  They  alfo  believe  that  he 
is  immcHTtal,  not  that  his  body  lives  always,  but  that 
his  foul,  upon  the  decay  of  an  old  one,  immediately 
tranfmigrates  into  fome  young  human  body,  which, 
by  certain  marks,  the  lamas  difcover  to  be  animated 
by  the  fpul  of  the  Kutuchtu,  and  he  is  accordingly 
treated  as  high  pried. 

When  the  fpirit  of  the  Kutuchtu  has  taken  poffef- 
flon  of  a  neyr  body,  that  is,  in  plain  Engliih,  when 
he  is  deadf  the  lamas  are  immediately  employed  to 
difcover  in  what  part  of  th^  world  this  wonderful 
perfon  is  regenerated,  or  born  again,  as  th^y  exprefs 
it.  They  need,  however,  go  to  no  great  dift^ce  to 
find  him  ;  for,  the  >  affair  being  previoufly  con<;erted 
apiong  the  chief  lamas,  they  fpon  determine  the 
choice  of  a  fucceflbr,  who  generally  happens  to  be  a 
ypung  boy  that  has  been  well  inftruded  how  to 
behave  on  that  occafion.  When  a  fucceflbr  is  pre*? 
tpnded  to  be  found,  a  company  of  lamas  are  fent  to 
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«KamiE(is  ike  raattfef »  txrho  carrf  along  \AA  ikea 
many  toys,  fuch  as  Imall  lilver  1>ells,  sind  things  c^ 
^ftt  aature,  whicb  belonged  to  the  former  Kutueh- 
my  intermixed  with  others  that  did  not.  AK^Mfef 
are  laid  before  the  child^  who  pick&  out  fudi  things- 
A  belonged  to  his  predeceflpr,  and  difcovers  the 
greateft  fondnefs  for  them,  but  reje£b  with  difguft 
whatever  is  not  genuine.  Befides  this  trial,  iome 
qoeftions  are  put  to  him,  relative  to  wars  or  remark* 
able  events,  in  his  former  {late ;  all  which  are  »i« 
fwered  to  the  iatisfadion  of  the  conclave ;  whereupon 
lie  is  unanimoufly  declared  to  be  the.ielf-iame  Ku- 
tochtu,  is  conduced  with  great  pomp  and  ceremony 
to  Urga,  and  lodged  in  the  tent  of  the  high  prk^. 

Till  the  new  Kutuchtu  arrives  at  a  certsun  age,  be 
u  entirely  under  the  government  of  the  lamas,  and 
{pw  are  permitted  to  fee  him,  except  at  a  great  dif<-- 
taace,  and  even  then  it'  is  not  eafy  to  get  acceis  to 
him.  It  may  feem  furprifmg,  that  in  fo  numerous 
an  aflembly  of  lamas,  no  intrigues  Ihould  be  carrie4 
pa,  nor  difputes  ariie,  among  the  ele£^rs.  AR  is 
conduced  without  noife  or  contention.  It  is,  how- 
fver,  imagined,  th^t  the  authority  of  the  prmce 
Ipeatly  contributes  to  their  unanimity. 

Th^  Mongalls, relate,  that  their  Kutuchtu  how4ias. 
lived  fourteeen  generations,  and  renews  his  age  every 
moon ;  for  at  the  new  jmoon  he  appears  like  a  youth  ; 
vdmi  (he  is  full,  like  a  full  grown  man ;  but,  when 
nisar  the  change,  he  10  an  old  man  with  gray  hsiirs.  . 
♦  What  they  call  the  tJrga  is  the  court,  or  the  place 
Vfhtic  the  prince  and  high  prieft  reiide,  who  are  al- 
iMfs  encamped  set  no .  great  diftance  from  one  an- 
other. 
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btber.  They  hav€  feveral  tbou&Qd  teftts  about  them, 
vrbich  are  removed  from  time  to  time*  The  Urga  is 
much  frequented  by  merchants  from  China  and  Ruf^ 
iia;  and  other  places,  where  all  trade  is  carried  on  by 
barter,  without  money  of  any  kind.  The  Chinefe 
bring  hither  ingots  of  gold,  damalks,  and  other  filk 
and  cotton  fluffs^  tea,  and  fome  porcelain,  which  are 
generally  of  an,  inferior  quality^  and  proper  for  fuch 
a  market.  The  Ruffian  commodities  are  chiefly  furs 
of  all  forts.  Rhubarb  is  the  principal  article  which 
16  exchanged  for  thelc  goods,  great  quantities  whereof 
are  produced  in  this  country  without  any  culture. 
The  Mongalls  gather  and  dry  it  in  autumn,  and  bring 
it  tD  this  market,  where  it  is  bought  up,  at  an  eafy  rate, 
both  by  the  RuiSan  and  Chinefe  merchants. 

The  Kutuchtu  and  his  lamas  are  all  clothed  in  yel- 
low ;  and  no  layman  is  allowed  to  wear  this  colour 
except  the  prince.  This  mark  of  diftindkion  makes 
them  known  and  refpefted  every  where*  They  alfo 
wear  about  their  neck  a  ilring  of  beads,  which  arc 
ufed  in  faying  th^-ir  prayers.  The  Mongalls  believe 
in  and  worfhip  one  Almighty  Crtator  oi' all  things. 
They  hold  that  the  Kutuchtu  is  God*s  vicegerent  on 
earth,  and  that  there  will  be  a  ftate  of  future  rewards 
and  puniihments. 

The  following  relation,  which  I  had  from  a  Ruffian 
merchant,  to  whom  the  tiling  happened,  will  fhow 
the  methods  taken  by  thefe  lamas  to  maintain  the 
dignity  and  charafter  of  their  mighty  high-prieit. 
This  merchant  had  gone  to  the  Urga,  witti  an  intcn* 
tion  to  trade  with  the  Chinefe.  While  he  was  at  thig 
place^  feme  pieces  of  damafk  were  (lolcn  out  of  his 
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tent.  He  made  a  complaint  to  fome  of  t&e  lamar 
with  whom  he  was  acquainted,  and  the  matter  was* 
foon  brought  before  the  Kutuchtu,  who  immediately 
ordered  proper  fteps  to  be  taken  with  a  view  to  find 
out  the  thief.  The  ,aj9air  was  <;ondu£led  in  this  im-^ 
common  manner : — One  of  the  lamas  took  a  bench- 
with  four  feet,  which  feems  to  have  been  of  the  con-* 
juring  kind  : — After  taming  it  feveral  times  in  diffe- 
tmt- dm&icaiRj  at  laft  it  pointed  diredly  to-difr  toox: 
where  the  ftolett  goods^  lay  doncealed;  The  lima: 
now  motmted'  aftride  on  the  bench,  arid  foon  carried- 
it,  or,  as  was  commonly  befieved,  it  carried  him  ta 
the  very  tent ;  where  he  ordered  the  damafk  to  be 
produced.  The  demand  was  direSly  coqiplied  >vith  ^ 
for  it  is  in  vain,  ih  fucrh  qaJCejS,  to  offer  any  e:tcufew  * 

I  (hall  now  fubjoin  a  few  ob^ii^a^aas  oai^  Delay* 
Lama,  or  prieft  of  the  defert,  yho  is  recjs^oned  lUl)" 
fuperior  tp  the  Kutuchtu^    ije  Uv^s  ^hcm  A*te9ol^ 
journey  to  the  Ibuth^eafi:  of  this  place^  ainoKPi^  a^pecu 
pie  called  the  Tonguts,  ^ho  u£^  a  diffei'mtllEAgii^gr 
from  the  lUlmucks.   l  son  i%^o^(twdjtlJei9t:tbfi\^^ 
of  the  Touguts  is  the*  fame  with  that  pfiiljqe  tifQ^j^if 
tiiat  they  hold  the  faine,;opnions  with  Jfefpeit  tpiJif 
tranfinigration  of  th^  Dplay!.I^wa«  a?  ,fb^  ^IVIjffg^Jp 
do  about  the  K^tucht^J>^9ii  j^|i;i5.  he  ;il;A!ieS^-J4  ifte 
fame  m^aoner.    What,  appi^e  ipoft  furpdAi^^,  that^ 
rflefe  two  mighty  Lae]tfya,k)E;(9p  a?lgPQdiqoji5«j^K^ 
and.  never  encroach  on  one  another's  ptiYliy^fls.e  ^Eb^ 
wordV(rf<7;f;figni^.  ;eUh«  itfe  fcdi  lWr*igWtfopl*ia*> 
fuch  as  thw .priflft  iBh*bif fc:   ,    ,,...    !iii}  lo  ^aixniETi 
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X  «fi  Tongiits  are  a  fq>arate  people^  gotern^d  by  u 
|)tinc6  whom  'the J  call  La^n-Chan.  One*  of  their 
{ifiiices  was  lately -killed  ia  an  engagement  wi<h  the 
£(Mlcaylha^Kilig  of  the  Biack  Kalmucks.  *  The'Deflay^ 
Laoil  hkiifelf  fidirrowly  efcaped  being  taken  prifbtier, 
fl^^iffaftanding  al(hk  fbrefigbt.  The  Lama  threaten^ 
lid>';the^Ebtitayflia  with  many  difafters,  as  the  confe- 
^«iftC6$  of  futh  proceedings.  -The  Kontayflia,  hbw- 
-i^kfi^  fegat^ded  them  very  little,  till  he  had  attained 
itettlrf/j  after  whidi  he  generoufly  reinftated  both 
^ftfe  Prifece  sind  the  Delay*La;ma  in  then-  former  dighi- 
1^'  «^'he  KoQtayihar  is  of  the  fame  profeffion'with  the 
olMd^-Laia^;  and-acknawlddgee  his  authority  nf  relt- 
^cJiis -fflltttt^s.- ,  i ■  '••  ..■..-■--.-:    ...-..;:.;. 

^>^4^%nliii&rm^  th^eis  a  third  Lam^V  called  S6^dn- 
Pantzin,  of  ftilL  greater  auth6!rity  than  either  of  thk 
former.  But,  as  he  lives  at  a  great  diftance,  near  the 
/fOkSers  of  the  Great  Mogul,  he  is  little  known  in 
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thefe  pATU.  Though  I  am  unnilling  to  throw  the 
leaft  refleftion  on  any  fociety  of  men  inflituted  for  the 
promotion  of  religion  and  virtue,  from  all  I  can  col- 
lect conceminjj  thefe  Lamas,  they  are  little  better  than 
ihamans  of  fupcrior  dignity, 

".  The  anfwer  to  the  letter,  which  the  anihaflador  had 
written  to  Pekin,  \^as  not  yet  arrived.  In  the  mean 
time,  we  were  obliged  to  remain  at  Selinginfky,  where 
vra  entertained  ourfelvea  in  the  beft  manner  we  could. 

June  the  12th,  waiking^  along  the  bank  of  the  river, 
I  was  a  littlfe  furprifcd  at  the  figure  and'  drefs  of  a  man 
ftanding  among  a  number  of  boys  who  were  angling 
for  fmall  fiflies.  The  perfon  bought  all  the  fiihe^ 
alive,  and  immediately  let  them  go  again  into  the  ri-. 
ver,  which  he  did  very  gently,  one  by  one.  The 
'bays  were  very  civil  to  him,  though  they  IcKxked  upon 
him  as  diltraded,  on  account  of  his  behaviour.  Dnr^ 
ing  this  cei-^mony,  h,t  took  little  notice  of  me,  though 
I  fpoke  to  him  feveral  times.  I  foan  ^received,  by  his 
drefs^  and  the  ftreak.  of  faffron  on  his  forehead,  that 
he  Vv'as  one  of  the  Brachmans  from  India.  ^ 

After  fctting  all  the  fife  a-^fwimming,  he  feemed 
much  pteafed ;  and,  having  learned  a  little  of  the 
RuiTian  language,  and  a  (maitcring  of  the  Portuguefe, 
began  to  convarfe  with  me*  I  carried  him  to  my 
lodgings,  and  offisised  to  entertain  him  .with  a  dram  j 
but  he  tvpuidtaftc  nothing.;  for  he  iaid.it  was  agiinft 
the  rules  of  iiii  religion  to  eat  or  drink  with  ftrangcrs, 
I  aiked  him.tbc  reafon  why  he  bought  thefifii  to  let 
them  go  again  ?  He  told  me,  that,  perhapg^  the  fools 
of  fpme  of  his  deceafcd  friends  or  relations,  had  taken 
poflfeilion  qf  thef?  fiihes  ;  and^  upon  that  fuppofition, 
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k  wj»  his  duty  to  relieve  them  i^— That/ according  to 
their  law,  no  animal  whatever  ought  to  he  kilted  or 
eaten  ;  and  they  always  lived  rvn  vegi^tablee- 
•  After  this  interview,  we  became  fo  faituliar,  that  he 
c^me  every  day  to  vifit  mc.  He  was  a*  cbcerfut  tns^tt, 
about  feventy  years  of  age.  He  had  a  bufh  of  hair 
growing  on  his  forehead,  very  niuch  tnatted,  and,  zt 
leaft j  fix  feet  in  length.  When  it  hung  loofc,  it  tndl- 
td  upon  the  j/ound  behind  him  ;  but  he  commonly 
wore  it  wrapped  about  his  head,  in  forn>  of  a  turban. 
The  hair  wa^  not. all  his  own,  but  colleScd  as  reKcS 
oi'  hi*  friends,  and  others  of  his  proftrifion,  reputed 
faints ;  all  which  he  had  intermixed  and  matted  with 
bis  natural  hair.  Perfons  of  this  charaiSler  are  called 
Faquers,  and  efteemed  facred  every  where. 

He  told  tne  he  was  a  nativie  of  In»ioftan,  and  had 
often  been  at  Madraft,  which  he  called  Chinpaian, 
and  faid  it  belcnged  to  the  Englifli.  This  circuin- 
(lance,  added  to  feveral  others,  made  me  believe  hs 
was  no  impoftor,  but  an  innocent  kind  of  creature,  as 
are  moft  of  that  fed.  He  came  to  this  country,  in 
company  with  fome  others  of  his  countrymen,  on  a 
pilgrimage,  in  order  to  pay  their  devotions  lo  the 
Kutuchtu  and  Delay-Lama.  They  had  been  twelt^ 
months  on  their  journey,  and  had  travelled  all  the 
vray  on  foot,  over  many  high  mountains  and  wafte 
iiefjfrts,  where  they  were  obliged  to  carry  their  pro- 
vtAons,  and  even  water,  on  their  backs.  I  (howed 
him  a  map  of  Afia,  whereon  he  pointed  out  the 
coarfe  of '  his  journey  ;  but  found  many  errors  in  the 
geography ;   and  no  wonder }  fince  few  European^ 
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woal4  hzve  bad  the  refoludon  to  undertake  fodi  a 
jo vney  a^  this  nj^an  b«^  .done«  . 

The  t4th,  a  chief  named  Tayfha,  of  tbofe  Mongalls 
wlio  \are  fubje^s  of  his  Majefty»  came,  tp  psiy  his  re* 
j§)e£fa8  to  the  asnbaiTadca')  who  gaye  him  a.  jneodly  re*- 
.ception,  and  kept  him  tp  dimier^  .  He  was  a  nMrry 
old^  man,  near  fourfcore^  but  fo  Vigorous^  that  he 
couid  m^mit  a  horfis  witb  as  much  agility  aa  manj 
youi^.men*  He  was  aiCcompanied  mth  fiveibas^ 
and  many  a^i^endants^  who  t^reated  him  with  equal  Jre* 
ipe&  as.  a  king ;  and^even.  his  fons  would  not  & 
down  in  his  prefence,  till  be  deitred  them*  I  Ganfefs 
it  gave  me  ^great  pleajTuxe  tQ  fee  the  decency  with 
which  they  behaved.  One  of  our  company,  a.  pretty^ 
fat  man,  aiked  the  Tayiha  what  be  flioald  do  in  order 
to  be  as  lean  as  he  was  ? — ^The  old  man  implied  .in 
d}^e  wprds,  "  Eat  lefs,  and ,  work  more  ;'*— tA  fay-*- 
ia^  worthy  of  Hippocrates  himfeU;  Jb  his  youth,  he 
had  been  engaged  in  many  battles  with  the  Cfainciflt 
whom  he  held  in  great  contempt*  .As  fae  wss.a  keen 
fportfman,  the  amba^ador  made  ,an  appointment  with 
him  for  a  grand  .  hunting  ma&ch.  Aficr  which  <  he 
and  his  retinue  returned  to  their  tents*  .u    .     • 

• 

The  I  ^^9  we  dined  at  Streaika  with  the  eomnrif^ 
iary,  Mr  StefUiHsoBF,  of  the  caravaur  going  4oGhikUb' 
Streaika  is  fituated,  as  I  formerly  ob&r^^'abOu¥ 
three  or  four  miles  up  thenrrer  hotA  Sdimgkiikfi'>^' 
a  Iruitfiil  plain,  of  a  triangular  figure^  fdnMd^^y ^^ 
conflux  of  two  fine  rivers  ;  the  Strealka^^^  ttso^i^ 
from  the  eaily  and^e  JSeUnga,  fi;omthe*foutb.^t  -This 
FPuld  have; been  the  ^ongeft  and  moft 'b^utifV)t 
Citmtion  of  any  in  this  pitmnc^  for  di#  t9«m  '^ 

Selinginiky» 


Se&iginAiy.  I  am  mfbrmed^  fh^  ih6  foufldei^  hatd  a 
yiew  to  this  delightful  piace ; '  feiit  the  choice*  was  -de- 
tamkied  s^atnft  th€iR  by  fupeHtitious  lei$,  ^o  ti^faich 
k  was  refetried.  This  method  of  i^hoofing '  fitiations 
by.  lot  has  hurt  many  noble  cities,  and  fendei^ed  ih& 
^ork  of  age«  ineffe6fcua!  to  renaedy  the  eifbr; 

The  famfe  ev^ng  we  returned,  by  water,  to  Selin^ 
ginfky ;  and  next  day  went  a  huntiilg  tothe  weft  oF 
ilie  Seliiiga.  We  had  abotft  tw6  hundred  Gofiacka 
along  with  us^  who  folkwed  the  common  niethbd  of 
ranging  the  woods^  mentioned  abchi^.  We  klBedl 
fi&  toe^bucks,  and  many  hares.  In  the  evenfiig,  vtt 
pitched  our  tents  abeut  a  fountain,  and  feafted  osf 
reaiibn«. 

The  i6th^  e«Iy,  w6  kft  the  woods  to  our  right; 
and  defoended  into  a  barren  plain^  where  we  founds 
great  flocks  of  antelopes.^  Our  people  kified  about 
twenty  of  them.  Thefe  animals  avoid  the  woods^ 
and  frequent  the  open  plains  and  deferts*  They  are 
eaoceedingly  fwi^and  watchful}  and  ib  far  teiemble 
ftoep,  thflt^  cif  one  breaks  -  through  the  circle,  the 
whole  flock  follows,  thoidgh  an  hundred  horfemea 
were  in  the  way,  which  ffrcPim  the  delirudion  of 
mtmy  of  t^idb)  cxeatnues.  The  tioife  of .  the  arrows, 
vdth  which  they  are  hunted,  contribiites  much  to 
th^ir  confu&w.  The  head&  of  thefe  arrows  are 
iHSoft^d  and.  fixed  in  a  round  bit  of  bone^  with  two 
]^q)e&«in  ij(,  whis^.  makes.  :>theQk  whiftle  aa  they  fly 
thvaugh^the.aic*.  -    .  -  -  , 

.  ^:4t  no^nir  we.  ieL.ttp'  our;tBnts  msar  « lake  of  brack^*- 
i^w;at^:CaU(^  Solonoy>c(fisr%  or  the  fait  lake.  Round 
live  tdgft  Uea  a»tbick.icurf  of  ialt,  as  white  as  fiiowr, 

which 


it6  A    jOtTRKfiV 

vrhkh  the  inhabitants  gather  for  ule.  Hci^e  tttf 
found  great  flocks  of  water-fowl ;  fuch  as  fwan§, 
geefe,  ducks.  The  woither  being  very  hot,  we  re- 
mained tiil  next  day. 

The  I7tb,  we  hunted  along  the  fame  wafte  plain, 
direSing  our  courfe  to  the  fouth,  towards  the  river 
Selinga*  This  day  alfo  we  had  very  good  fport.  In 
the  afternoon,  we  pitched  our  tents  near  a  fpring  of 
frefh  water,  which  is  no  fmall  rarity  in  thcfe  parched 
de&rts,  and  is  as  much  regarded  here,  as  a  good  inil 
would  be  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  I  found  at 
this  place  a  prickly  fhrub,  about  three  feet  high, 
with  a  beautiful  fmooih  bark  as  yellow  as  gold. 

The  1 8th,  in  the  morning,  we  hud  terrible  flaCiea 
of  lightning,  accompanied  ^^ith  thunder,  and  heavy 
fliowers  of  hail  and  rain,  which  determined  us  to 
leave  the  plains,  and  return,  by  the  (liorteft  road  to 
Selinginiky.  Befides  the  game  already  mentioned^ 
we  found  many  large  buftards,  which  haunt  the  open 
country.  As  it  is  a  very  hrge  bird,  and  rifcs  fiowlv, 
our  light  horfenien  killed  feveral  of  them  with  their 
arrows* 

The  24th,  arrived  an  officer  from,  the  court  of  Pe- 
king fent  on  purpofeto  difcover  the  number  and  qua* 
Kty  of  ^the  embafly.  This  gentleman,  whofe  name 
Was  Tulufhin,  was  a  Mantfhu  Tartar  by  birth,  and  x 
member  of  the  tribunal  for  weftem  affairs,  with  which 
he  was  very  well  acquainted.  Thefe  ofiieers  are 
called  Surgutfky  by  the  Mongalls,  and  by  the  £uro^ 
peans  Mandarin,  a  Portuguefe  word  derived  from  man^ 
4h^  He  had  formerly  been  in  this  country,  and  IUkI 
Jearned  the  Ruffian  language*    He  pretended  to  have 

beea 
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l>ceft  en^oyod  00  Ibme  builncfs  with  the  Tttlh<dtt« 
Chan  at  Urga^  and^  hearbg  of  the  amJiaifi^dQr'f  arri- 
val, had  come  (o  pay  his  refpcdi  to  buou  It  was^ 
however,  veil  known,  that  he  was  fcnt  to  inquim 
whether  th^  ambaflfador  came  m  a  friendly  emod« 
He  wa<  receired  very  kindly  ;  and,  after  ha  had  ftaiA 
'three  days,  and  made  his  oHervations,  returned  very 
well  iatisfied.  At  bis  departure,  b^.told  the  ambaiTa-^ 
dor,  that  ord^^  would  foo^  be  given  for  hit  reception 
on  the  jfrontiers ;  but  thefe  could  not  be  iSwd  till  his 
arrival  at  court,  becauie  on  fik  report  the  whole  a& 
fair  depended, «  This  wife  aud  cautious  nation,  jealo^g 
of  all  the  world,  fuffer  none  to  enter  their  territoriea 
but  fuch  33  bring  friendly  meflages.  By  this  drcum* 
ftance  we  were  confin^  fomc*  time  longer  at  Selin« 
^{ky, 

I  ihall  now  give  a  defcription  of  Ae  qotjKe^ 
of  the  Selinga,  according  to  th(  bed  ioformatioft 
I  could  procure  from  thofe  who  had  been  at  its 
fource.  The  Selinga  is  formed  of  t^n  other  rivers^ 
called  the  Idyr  and  the  T^olatp,  coming  from  the 
mountains  of  Kungay,  far  to  the  fouthward  of  tbiy 
place*  U  i3  afterwards  joined  by  two  inconsiderable 
rivers,  the  Orchon  from  the  fouthrcaft,  and  thci  TziAk 
from  the  fouth*weftf  and,  laftly,  by  the  Strealka  from 
the  eaft,  a  little  above  the  town  of  ScKnginflcy*  At 
this  place,  it  is  at  leait  twice  the  breadth  of  tbt  river 
Thames,  and  is  navigable  a  great  way  above  it^  The 
courfe  now  is  due  north,  till  it  difeharges  itfelf  into 
the  Baykall  lake#  Tb^  fource  of  this  river  is  ^<- 
matod  at  the  diftance  of  ten  or  twelve  days  journey 
above  Selinginfry,  which  is  the  Comnum  method  of 

^      £  e  g^mpHtatioa 
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computation  ift  this  country.  It  is  plentifully  fur* 
nifhcd  with  variety  of  cxcdlcnt  fifh.  The  omuly, 
which  I  formerly  defcribed,  come  in  vaft  (hoals  from 
the  Baykall,  in  autumn,  up  this  river  to  fpawn  ;  after 
whicl\9  they  return  to  the  fea,  fo  weak  that  many  of 
them  are  carried  down  floating  on  the  furface  of  the 
ftream.  During  the  progrefs  of  the  omuly  up  the 
river,  the  inhabitants  of  the  adjacent  villages  aifemble 
with  their  nets,  and  catch  as  many  of  them  as  they 
pleafe.  On  this  occafion,  the  poor  take  what  they 
can  ufe,  and  the  reft  are  left  upon  the  banks.  Thefe 
fiihes  advance  up  the  river  about  tem  miles  a-day. 
On  their  firft  appesu'ance,  the  report  is  foon  fpread 
over  the  country ,  and,  in  two  or  three  hours, 
the  people  catch  as  many  as  they  need,  either  for 
prefqnt  ufe  or  winter  provifions.  This  fifh  is  very 
agreeable  ifood,  either  frefli  or  falted.  It  is  obferved, 
they  are  much  better  and  fatter  the  nearer  they  are 
caught  to  the  fea  j  a  plain  argument,  that,  were  they 
caught  in  the  fea,  they  would  ftill  be  prefeiable  to 
any  caught  in  the  river.  1  have  often  thought,  what 
ineftimable  treafure  thefe  omuly  would  produce  in 
other  parts  of  the  world,  whereas  here,  the  confump- 
tion  being,  fmall,  they  ^re  little  valued.  It  is  remark- 
able, that  the  omuly  are  not  to  be  found  at  any  fea- 
fon  in  the  Angara,  or  other  rivers  to  the  north  of  the 
Baykall. 

July  5th,  tbc'Tayfta-Batyr  arrived,  in  confequence 
cX  his  appointment  with  the  ambassador,  and  brought 
along  with  him  three  hundred  men,  well  mounted,  for 
the  chace.  This  old  gentleman  had  the  appellation 
of  Batyr  j  a  title  of  great  refpeft  among  the  Mon-% 

galls, 
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galls.  It  fignifies  a  hero ;  and  is  conferred  only  on 
thofe  who  have  fignalized  themfelres  by  their  courage 
and  conduft  in  the  field  of  battle.  Befides  thefe 
Mongalls,  "^^e  carried  with  us  fifty  of  our  cossacks 
and  our  tents,  as  wc  propofed  to  be  abroad  fome  days* 
Early  on  the  6rh,  we  took  our  way  to  the  eaft- 
ward,  over  high  hills,  and  through  tall  woods,  hav- 
ing almoft  no  underwood  to  incommode  the  horfes, 
or  interrupt  our  view,  which  made  it  very  pieafant. 
After  riding  a  few  miles,  the  Tayflia,  beixitg  mafter  of 
the  chace,  Ordered  his  men  to  extend  their  lines*-  The 
Tayiha  and  we  were  in  the  center,  and  often  faw  th'& 
game  pafs  us,  purfued  by  the  horfemen,  at  full  fpeed, 
without  the  leaft  noifcj  but  the  whiftling  of  arrows* 
The  horfes,  being  accuftomed  to  this  kind  of  fpoft, 
follow  the  game  as  a  greyhoilnd  does  a  hare  ^  fo  that 
the  riders  lay  the  bridles  on  their  necks,  and  attend 
to  nothing  but  their  bows  and  arrows.  One  may 
eafily  imagine  the  exquifite  entertainment,  in  feeing 
feveral  of  thefe  horfemen  in  purfuit  of  an  elk  or  ftag 
through  the  valleys.^  When  the  animal  is  driven 
from  the  woods,  it  flies  for  fafety  to  the  neareft  rocks* 
Some  of  thefe  creatures  are  nearly  as  large  and  ftrong 
as  the  horfes  that  hunt  them.  The  ftags  are  of  two 
kinds  ;  one  called  zuber,  the  fame  with  the  German 
crownhirlh,  but  fomewhat  larger.  The  zuber  is  large 
and  beautiful,  and  carries  its  head  almofl  upright  as 
it  runs,  which  prevents  its  horns  being  entangled  with 
branches  of  trees*  There  are  none  of  them  in  Ruf- 
ila,  nor  even  in  Siberia,  except  about  the  Baykall 
lake,  and  eaftward  from  it ;  the  places  farther  to  the 
Iporth  being  too  cold  for  them.      The  elk  is  larger 

than 
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than  the  Ibg,  and  ftroflger  madc^  having  alfo  laag 
braachj  horns,  but  a  little  fiat. 

lured  with  fport,  we  left  the  hifls  in  the  afternoon^ 
and  came  down  uito  a  fine  valley,  where  we  pitched 
our  tent»  near  a  pure  brook.  The  Tayiha  then  or*- 
dered  all  the  dead  game  to  be  brought  before  hin^ 
and  ranged  in  proper  order.  We  found  that  this  day 
we  killed  no  Idfs  than  five  large  e&s,  four  ftags,  a 
dozen  roe^Hicks,  feveral  wolves  and  foxes^  beiides- 
ftwns  and  bares* 

The  Ts^lha  caufed  the  pane  to  be  (fivided  among, 
die  huntfrnen,  who  began  immadiaitely  to  drefs  it^ 
Ibme  of  them  by  boiMng,  others  by  brmling,  and  eat 
it  widkout  either  bread  or  fait.  The  tails  of  the  ftagSy 
which  by  thefe  pec^fe  are  reckoned  very  delicate,  fell 
to  the  TayAa^s  fhare.  He  cut  them  into  flices,  and 
eat  them  raw»  I  eat  a  bit  of^ie  of  them,  and  thought 
it  very  pahuUe.  The  tafte  refenibled  nothing  fo" 
amch  as  that  of  flrefh  caviare.  After  we  had  feafted 
mx  variety  of  excellent  veniibn,  for  we  had  no  odier 
provifioas,  we  went  to  reft^  well  (atisfied  with  the  di-» 
veiiion  of  the  day«^ 

|uly  yth,  early  in  the  momin^y  we  left  the  plains^ 
and  direded  our  courfe  eaftward,  in  the  £une  order 
we  dbferved  the  preceding  day.  As  our  fport  war 
much  the  fame,  I  need  net  mention  the  particulars;^' 
About  noon  vre  pitched  our  tents,  near  a  fpring  of 
frefli  water,  in  a  valley  where  the  grafs  was  about  two" 
feet  long.  This  circumftance  is  a  proof  of  the  good* 
nefs  of  die  foil,  which,  in  my  opinion,  cannot  ftdl,  iF 
properly  cultivated,  to  produce  any  kind  of  gntfai.  Ask 

tll» 


the  weather  was  ttcefliYely  hot,  we  ftaid  in  thb  place 
tffl  next  day. 

Jidj  8th,  we  continued  ottr  iport  19  the  woods  till 
noon,  when  we  came  into  an  eztenfive  plain,  in  which 
we  let  up  our  tents,  near  a  fpring  of  brackiOi  water. 
In  diis  place,  we  obfenfed  feveral  flocks  of  antelopes, 
which  we  referved  for  next  day's  hunting. 

In  the  morning,  our  Tayfha  difpatched  fome  of  his 
horfemen  to  the  tops  of  the  hills,  in  order  to  difcover 
where  the  antelopes  were  feeding ;  which,  as  I  former- 
ly  obferved,  are  the  moft  watchiul,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  fwifteft  animals  in  the  world.  When  they 
fetumed,  we  extended  our  wkigs  to  a  great  diftance, 
Aat  we  might  furround  thefe  creatures  with  the  great* 
er  eafe }  and,  before  noon,  our  people  killed  above 
twenty  of  them.  After  which,  we  returned  to  our 
tents  diat  were  left  ftanding  in  the  morning. 

July  loth,  we  took  ^leave  of  die  Tayfha,  whofe 
tents  were  to  the  eaft  of  this  place,  and  returned  next 
day  to  SeKuginiky. 

During  this  fliort  excurfion,  I  could  not  enough 
admire  the  Mliuty  of  the  country  through  which  we 
pafled*  The  gentle  rifing  of  the  hQls,  many  of  which 
izrc  Aek  tops  only  covered  with  wood,  and  the  fer^ 
tility  of  the  vales,  contribute  to  form  one  of  the  moft 
delightful  landfcapes  the  world  can  afibrdr  To  this^ 
faay  be  added  the  temperature  and  drynefs  of  the  cli« 
teate,  in  which  refpeft  this  far  exceeds ,  any  country 
with  which  I  am  acquainted.  Alter  mid-fummer^ 
there  is  almoft  naraxn  tiH  December,  when  the  fnow 
£dlii,  and  m  fuch  moderate  <}uafitities,  that  it  does  not 
holder  the  catde  from  lying  abroad  ail  tke  winter. 

In 
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In  furveying  thefe  fertile  plains  and  pleafant  woods, 
I  have  often  entertained  myfeif  with  painting,  in  my 
own  imagination,  the  neat  villages^  country-feats,  and 
iarm-houfes,  which,  in  procefs  of  time,  may  be  erec- 
ted on  the  banks  of  the  rivers,  and  brows  of  the  hills. 
There  is  here  wafte  land  enough  to  maintain,  with 
eafy  labour,  feveral  European  nations,  who  are  at  pre- 
fent  confined  to  barren  and  ungrateful  foils ;  and, 
with  regard  to  the  Mongalls,  whofe  honefty  and  fim- 
plidty  of  manners  are  npt  tmamiable j  I  fhould  like 
them  very  well  for  neighbours* 

From  what  I  have  read  of  North  America,  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  this  country  refembles  none  fo  much  as 
fome  of  our  colonies  in  that  quarter  of  the  world,  par- 
ticularly the  inland  parts  of  Pennfylvania  and  Mary- 
land. Both  countries  lie  nearly  in  the  fame  latitude  ; 
in  the  one,  we  find  great  lakes  and  mighty  rivers ;  in 
the  other,  the  Baykall  Sea  and  rivers,  which  for  the 
length  of  their  courfe  and  quaxitity  of  water,  may  be 
ranked  with  any  in  the  weftem  world. 

Having  refted  ourfelves  a  few  days  after  our  fatigue, 
on  the  1 6th  of  July,  we  fet  out  on  an^^r  Jiuntihg- 
match,  attended  by  our  own  coflacks,  and  a  few  of 
the  neighbouring  Mongalls.  We  went  on  this  occa^^ 
fion  farther  northward,  and  nearer  to  the  Baykall  lake 
than  in  our  former  expedition.  Our  fport  was  al- 
mofl  of  the  fame  kind  as  already  defcribed.  I  fhall 
only  add,  that  both  the  flag  and  elk  fhed  their  horns 
once  a  year  y  at  which  time  they  retire  to  thickets  and 
folitary  places,  till  their  horns  begin  to  fpring  again. 
It  is  furprifmg  that  animals  fo  large,  with  fuch  pro^- 
digious  weight  of  branchy  horns,  fhould  run,  with 

aknoft 
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almoft  incredible  fpeed,  through  the  thickefl:  vimods^' 
without  entangling  themfelves :  But,  to  avoid  thif* 
misfortune,  they  point  their  nofes  always  parallel  to' 
the  horizon.  When  either  the  elk  or  flag  are  clofely 
attacked,  they  make  a  vigorous  defence  both  with 
horns  send  hoofs.  At  rutting  time  efpedally,  thdTe  crea-^' 
tures  are  fo  very  furious,  that  it  is  extremely  dangerous 
for  any  perfon  to  approach  their  haunts  ;  they  wiiT 
then  run  at  a  man  foil  fpeed,  and,  if  he  efcapes  be-' 
ing  wounded  by'  their  horns,  will  trample  him  to 
death  with  their  fharp  hoofs.  As  the  weather  was 
exceifively  hot,  we  kept  the  field  only  two  days^,  and' 
then  returned  to  Selinguifky. 

July  2oth,  another  Mandarin  arrived  from  Pekik!, 
accompanied  by  an  crfficer  from  Arga,  who  brought 
a  letter  to  the  ambaffador  from  the  Tufh-du-Chan,. 
acquainting  him,  that  he  might  foon  exped  a  perfon, 
properly  authorifed^  to  conduft  him  to  the  iniperial 
city.  No  news  could  be  more  agreeable.  We  hop* 
ed  now  to  be  foon  releafed  from  tlus  folitary  place, 
and  arrive  at  the  end  of  our  journey.  We  were  in- 
deed well  enough  lodged,  and  wanted  neither  the 
neceifaries  nor  conveniencies  of  life*  The  abundance 
of  rural  diverfions  which  this  place  afforded,  coincid* 
ing  happily  with  the  genius  of  moll  of  our  gentlemen,, 
and  the  harmony  that  fubfifled  among  the  retinue^ 
though  compofed  of  people  from  mofl  nations  in  £u<« 
K>pe,  and  fome  from  Afia,  contributed  not  a  little 
to  our  pafEng  the  tinie  very  agreeably.  Nqtwith- 
(landing  thefe  advantages,  and  the  affability  and  cour- 
teous behaviour  of  the  ambaffador,  which  heightened 
(hem  ^W^  we  were  uneafy  at  being  detained  fp  long^ 

on 


004:  A    lOU&MBY 

on  the  frontiers.  We  were  apprehenfive  tbat  foint 
accident  might  happen  to  prevent  our  journey,  efpe» 
cialLy  is  it  was  reported  amoqg  the  Mongalls,  tbM^ 
the  Emperor  of  China,  being  far  advanced  in  years^ 
was  fometimes  Tick,  and  not  <UfpoIed  to  receive  fore^ 
minifteri. 

The  a4th,  there  fell  fuch  a  fiipwer  of  hail-ftones  as 
no  man  then  alive  had  ever  feen.  It  was  h^y  for 
us  we  were  not  theb  abroad,  as  the  open  field  afr 
&rds  no  kind  of  Ihelter,  The  hail  hy  fome  days  in 
die  woods  and  cooled  the  air,  which  before  that  tiin« 
had  been  excefiively  hott  This  day  the  Kutuchtu 
fent  two  lamas  to  compliment  the  ambaflador,  to  wiih 
bim  a  good  journey,  and  a  happy  fi^t  pf  the  £m<r 
peror,  or  Boghdoy-chao,  as  he  is  called  by  tbefc 

people. 

Auguil  9th,  a  courier  arrived  from  Pekm,  iriio 
told  the  amba&dor  that  he  had  pafled  our  condoc** 
tor  on  the  road,  and  that  we  fliould  now  prepare  for 
pur  journey  to  the  capital,  as  that  gentl^mian  would 
arrive  ui  a*iew  days. 

On  the  34th,  our  condu&or,  called  Lomy,  at  laft 
arrived.  He  was  by  birth  a  Mantflm  Tartar,  and  a 
member  pf  the  court  for  the  weftem  department, 
/kfter  remaining  with  us  for  fome  days,  he  returned 
to  YoUa,  a  place  upon  the  border,  in  order  to  pro^ 
cure  horfes  aad  camels  for  our  journey. 

September  flth,  we  fent  our  baggage  by  water  to 
Strealka,  and  next  4^y  we  followed  it.  WeUvedia 
tents,  while  we  ftaid  at  this  place,  till  horfes  and  ca^ 
m^  were  got  ready,  in  the  mean  time,  our  peo|rfe 
were  employed  m  packing  up  th«  baggage  into  pi«« 

per 
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per  loads  kr  camels,  Strealka,  I  formerly  obferved, 
is  the  place  where  his  Majefty's  commiflary  of  the 
caravaa  has  his  abode,  and  the  government  of  Siberia 
their  ftore-houfes.  I  imagine,  therefore,  it  will  not 
be  improper,  before  we  proceed,  to  give  fome  accoun; 
of  the  trade  carried  on  from  this  place. 

Formerly  the  fur  trade  was  free  to  all  his  Majefty's 
fubje&s,  both.  Ruffians  and  Tartars^  The  merchants 
rq>aired  to  Siberia  at  the  proper  fealbns,  where  they 
bought,  at  cheap  rates,  all  ihe  rich  furs  they  could 
find,  and  difpofed  of  them  in  Perfia^  Turkey,  and 
Poland,  at  a  price  much  below  the  real  value.  The 
govemmennt  of  Siberia  perceived  a  very  confiderable 
diminution  of  the  revenue  in  that  country,  and  foon 
difcovered  the  true  caufe  of  it ;  which  was,  that  a 
great  part  of  the  furs  belonging  to  his  Majefty  re* 
inained  unfold.  Upon  inquiry,  it  appeared  that  this 
was  owin^  to  the  foreign  markets  being  fuppliM  with 
thefe.  commodities  at  IotV  rates,  by  the  fubjeds,  be- 
fore the  goods  belonging  to  the  govertiment  could  be 
-ezpofed  to  fale.  The  government  of  Siberia  repre- 
fented  to  his  Majefty  the«  lofs  of  fo  confiderable  & 
branch. of  his  revenue;  in  confequence  of  which,  an 
order  was  immediately  ifiued,  prohibiting  all  private 
perfons  for  the  future  to  export  fables  in  particular. 
Since  this  regulation  took  place,  the  government  have 
fent  their  own  fiirs,  generally  once  in  three  years,  by 
caravans  to.  China.  The  value  of  one  of  thefe  cara'^ 
vans  is  reckoned  to  amount  to  foqr  or  five  thoufand 
roubles,  and  yields  a  return  of  at  leaft  double  that 
fum.  The  Emperor  of  China,  from  regard  to  the 
firicndibip  and  good  neighbourhood  of  his  Majefty, 

F  f  gives 
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giyes  the  caravans  free  quarters,  and  libeitj  ta  di^ofii 
of  their  goods,  and  buy  others,  without  taaSmg  anj 
impoft.  At  firft,  the  Emperor  not  cMiIy  gave  die  ca* 
ravan  free  quarters,  but  alfe  maintained,  at  his  own 
charge,  both  men  and  horfes  during  their  fiajin 
Pekin.  This  laft  expreflion  of  his  Maijefty's  bounty 
IS,  hovever,  now  withdrawn. 

September  15th,  our  condudor  having  acquainted 
the  ambai&dor  that  the  horfes  and  camek  were  ready, 
our  baggage  was  defpatched  to  the  fronders,  efcorted 
by* our  own  foldiers  and  fome  Coflacks ;  tho'  indeed 
there  was  no  great  occaiion  for  any  guard,  as  the 
IMongalls  feem  to  have  little  ufe  for  any  thing  thai 

belonged  to  us. 

'    After  dining  with  the  commiflary  of  the  canvaft 

at  Strealka,  on  the  iBth,  we  left  that  place  in  the 

evenini^,  accompanied  with  the  commiflary  and  moft 

of  the  officer*  at  Selinginiky.     After  we  had  travel- 

led  about  twenty  EngIKh  miles  to  the   fouf h-eaft, 

through  fine  plains,  covered  with   eitceeding   long 

grafs,  we  arrived  at  the  end  of  the  firfl  ftage  called 

Kolludtzy;  where  we  found  our  tents,  which  had  been 

lent  off'ln  the  morning,  ready  for  our  reception.   This 

day  we  faw  fome  fcattered  tents  of  Mongalians  with 

their  AocIls. 
Next  day,  we  travelled  about  twenty  miles  farther 

'to  a  fingle  houle,  built  by  the  commiflary  for  a  fhade 

to  his  cattle  in  winter.    Wef  hunted  all  the  way  through 

a  pleafant  country,  interfperfed  with  little  hills  covered 

with  wood,  but  faw  as  few  inhabitants'  i$  the  day 

before.  .  . .  v 
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.  Tkt  90th',  a1)0Ut  noon,  we  reached  a  place  caUe4 
Snnuyn^  or  the  New  Moon,  fituated  on  the  bank  of 
9  riyukt  of  the  fame  name.  This  rivulet  is  the  boun^ 
4ai7l)«tween  ibe  Ruffian  and  Chinefe  territories,  and 
IcparatesB  two  of  the  moft  mighty  monarchies  in  the 
world.  The  diftancc  bjBtween  Selingailky  and  this 
plice  k  eomputed  to  f>^  abont  one  hundred  and  four 
Fprft,  nearly  feveoly  EngBfii  miles. 

The  conduQor  was  encamped  on  the  eaft  fide  of 
the  rivulet,  and  we  pitdied  our  tents  on  ti^  other. 
The  ground  on  both  fides  riles  a  little,  and  the  foil 
feems  to  be  extremely  good.  The  grafs  is  rank  and 
thick,  and,  as  the  feafon  is  very,  dry^  would,  with  lit** 
tie  labour,  make  excellent  hay.  This  grsds  is  often 
fet  on  fire  by  the  Mongalls  in  the  fpring  during  hi^l^ 
winds.  At  fiich  times  it  burns  moil:  fiuioufly,  run* 
ning  lil^  wild-fire,  and  spreading  its  flames  to  the 
diftance  oE  perhaps  ten  or  twenty  miles,  till  its  pro* 
grefs  is  interrapced  by  fome  river  or  barren  hill.  The 
impetacrfky  of  tkelie  flames,  their  fmoke  and  crack- 
ling  noife,  cannot  eafily  be  conceived  by  thofe  who 
have  Aot  feen  them*  When  any  perfon  finds  himfelf 
to  the  leeward  of  them,  the  only  method  by  which 
he  can  lave  himfelf  from  their  fury,  is  to  kindle  im- 
mediately the  grafs  where  he  ftand^,  and  follow  hi$ 
own  fire.  For  this  purpofe,  every  perfon  is  provided 
with  flints,  fteel,  and  tinder.  The  reafon  why  the 
Mongalls  fet  fite  to  the  grafe,  is  to  procure  early  paf- 
ture  for  their  cattle.  The  allies  left  upon  the  ground 
fink  into  the  earth  at  the  melting  of  the  fnow,  and 
prove  an  n^eUent  manure ;  fo  that  the  grafs  in  the 
fpcpng  nfes  oa  ^  laods^  v^high  have  been  prepared 
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in  this  manner,  as  thick  as  a  field  of  wheat.  Cara« 
vans,  travellers  with  merchandife,  but  efpedaUy  ar« 
mies,  never  encamp  upon  this  rank  graft.  Andlhera 
are  feveral  Inftances  of  confiderable  bo&es  of  men  he* 
ing  put  in  cdnfufion,  and  even  defeated,  by  the  ene« 
my's  fettitkg  fire  to  the  grafs. 

Before  I  leave  the  Ruffian  territories,  .1  (hall  giv< 
fome  account  of  the  marches  between  thefe  two  &- 
mous  empires.  The.  frondtr,  according  to  the  beft 
information  I  could  procure,  begins  a  great  way  weft- 
ward  of  this- place,  near  the  fource  of  the  river  Dbada; 
from  thence  it  proceeds  to  the  eaft,  croffing  the  Se- 
linga,  and  runs  along  the  tops  of  the  hills,  IncUnmg 
fometimes  to  the  north,  and  fometimes  to  the  fouth, 
till  it  meets  with  the  rivulet  Sarat^yn.  It  runs  then 
in  a  very  irregular  line,  varying  its  diredion  accord- 
ing to  the  courfe  of  the  rivers  and  brooks,  or  from 
the  top  of  one  hill  to  fonie  other  remarkaole  point  in 
view,  pointiug  in  general  towards  the  north-eaft,  till 
it  ends  at  the  river  Argun,  which,  together  with  the 
Ingoda,  forms  the  Amioor.  This  boundary  includes  a 
vaft  tra£t  of  excellent  land  on  the  Ruffian  fide ;  and 
that  part  of  the  Mongalls  who  inhabit  it,  being  (tout 
tiien,  and  living  much  at  eafe,  will  in  time  become  a 
numerous  people. 

The  marches  were  fettled  upon  the  prefent  footing 
about  twenty-five  years  agq,  bn  the  following  occa- 
fion:  The  Mongalls,  on  the  Chinefe  fide,  alleged, 
(hat  their  countrymen,  fubje^  of  Ruffia,  encroached 
on  thdr  borders,  which  created  fome  difputes  be- 
tween the  two  nations.  The  caufes  of  this  liiisunderi- 
(laiiding  being  reprefeht^  to  tht  two  courts,  it  ^^ 
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agreed  to  fend  minifters^  with  full  powers  to  termi- 
nate the  affair  in  an  amicable  manner.  His  Majefly's 
minifter,  Theodore  Alexiovitz  Golovin^  met  the 
Chinefe  plenipotentiaries,  on  the  frontiers,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Nertfliiniky,  a  confiderable  town 
belonging  to  RuiBa,  near  the  river  Amoor.  AU 
matters  were  foon  accommodated,  to  the  mutual  fatis* 
£i£lion  of  both  parties,  on  the  footing  of  uti  po/Jidetis  ; 
L  e.  each  of  the  ptrties  retaining  the  people  and  terri* 
tories  that  then  belonged  to  them. 

This  determination  kept  all  quiet  for  fome  time. 
The  Chinefe,  however,  foon  appeared  to  be  diflatisfi- 
ed  with  the  decifion,  and  want  to  have  the  marches 
reviewed ;  to  which,  in  my  opinion,  the  Rui&ans  will 
not  ealily  afient. 

The  2 1  ft,  the  condu&or  came  to  congratulate  the 
ambaflador  on  his  arrival  at  the  borders,  and  acquaint- 
ed him,  that  the  horfes  and  camels  being  ready,  he 
might  proceed  when  he  pfeafed.  I  cannot  oioiit  an 
inconfiderable  circumftance  that  happened  at  this 
place,  as  it  ftrongly  reprefoits  the  <:aution  and  pru* 
dence  of  the  Chinefe.  Our  conduAor,  having  feen 
fome  women  walking  in  the  fields,  alked  the  ambaf- 
fador  who  they  were^  and  whether  they  were  going  ? 
He  was  told  they  belonged  to  the  retinue,  and  were 
going  along  with  it  to  China. 

He  replied  3^  they  had  women  enough  in  Pekin  al- 
ready ;  and  as  there  never  had  been  an  European 
woman  in  Chind,  he  could  hot  be  anfwerable  for  in- 
troducing the  firft,  without  a  fpecial  order,  from  the 
Emperor.  But  if  his  Excellency  would  wait  for  an 
anfwer,  he^  would  difpatch  a  courier  to  court  for  that 

purpofe. 
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jmrpofe.  The  tetom  of  tliis  vadBtrngct  ccmkl  ftot  h^ 
fooner  than  fix  weeks  ^  ttwas  tliei«fiore  diought  morf 
esipedient  to  fead  back  the  women  to  SeUa^niky, 
with  the  waggons  that  brought  our  baggage  to  this 
place. 


CHAR  vn. 


fItOM  PASSING  THB  SARATZYN,  AND  BNTERINO  THE  Cifi. 
NESE  TERRITORIES,  Tp  OUR  A&ltlVAL  AT  THE  WALL  OW 
CHINA. 


HE  lid  of  September,  having  loaded  the  camels 
with  our  baggage,  and  procured  carriages  for  the 
boxes  that  contained  his  Majelly's  prefents  to  the 
Emperor,  which  were  too  large  for  camels  to  bear, 
we  moimted  and  pafled  the  Santtsyn,  and  foon  enter-* 
ed  the  Chinefe  territories*  We  travelled  fifteen  miles, 
when  we  arrived,  about  evening,  at  the  river  OrchoUj 
running  with  a  fmooth  dream  to  the  north.  The 
carriages  retarded  our  progrefs  greatly,  as  the  horfes 
were  fprightly,  and  unaccuilomed  to  draughtt 

This 


This  day  we  commenced  guefts  of  the  £mperor  of 
China,  who  etitermins  all  ambafladors,  and  bears 
their  expences,  fix>m  the  day  they  enter  his  dominions, 
til!  the  time  they  quit  them  again.  Our  retinue  con^ 
iiiled  of  about  one  hundred  perfons,  who  were  allow- 
ed fifteen  iheep  every  day.  The  overplus  of  this 
large  allowance  was  given  to  the  Mongalls  who  drove 
the  camels.  Befides  mutton  and  beef,  there  is  no 
other  kilid  of  provifion  to  be  foundy  till  you  come 
within  the  wall  of  China^  The  mutton  is  of  a  middle 
fize ;  but,  I  mud  confefs,  exceeding  fine.  The  con^ 
du&or  was  attended  by  an  officer  from  the  Tuihdu- 
Chan,  who  procured,  from  the  Mongalls  encamped 
neareft  our  road,  what  flieep  we  wanted.  The 'camels 
were  very  txa£bble  and  (looped  to  ts^e  on  dietr  loads* 
But  the  horfes  were  at  firft  very  unmaniatgeablt.^ 
Many  of  them  had  never  before  been  employed  for 
any  ufe,  and  were  iaddled  with  great  difficulty,  but 
mounted  with  much  more ;  for  the  very  fmdl  of  our 
cloths,  which  they  perceived  to  be  different  from  that 
of  the  Mongalls,  their  mafters,  made  them  fn«t  and 
fpring  with  great  fury.  They  were  eafily  managed 
notwithflanding,  when  we  got  upon*  their  backs. 

Our  road  this  day  lay  through  fine  plains  and  vaf* 
Kes,  covered  with  rank  grafs ;  but  not  a  fmgle  tent 
was  to  be  feen.  1  inquired  why  fuch  a  fine  foil  was 
without  inhabitants,  and  was  told,  that  the  Chinefe  had 
forbid  the  IVIongalls  to  encamp  fo  near  the  Raffiami 
borders,  for  fear  of  being  allured  to  pafs  over  to  their 
territories,  as  many  had  formeriy  done.  Thefe  Fruit- 
ful vallies  are  furrounded  with  pleafant  hills,  of  eafy 
afcent,  whofb  fummits  are  covered  with  tufts  of  trees. 

Many 
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Masij  of  ,thefe  tufts  bdng  of  a  circular  figure^  and 
having  no  underwood,  appear  a$  if  they  had  been 
planted  and  pruned  by  art ;  others  are  irregular,  and 
fometimes  a  ridge  of  trees  runs  from  one  hill  to  an« 
<ither. ,  Thefe  objefb  afford  a  proijped  fo  pleafing  to 
the  eye,  and  fo  feldom  to  be  found,  that  one  cannot 
help  being  charmed.  And  this  pleafure  is  ftiU 
heightened  by  the  gentle*flowing  rivulets,  abounding 
with  fiih,  and  plenty  of  game  in  the  vallies,  and 
amongi  the  trees. 

The  23d,  we  fet  out  early,  and  came  to  a  rivulet 
called  Ira,  running  to  the  north  weft,  till  it  falls  mto 
the  Orchon,  which  we  paffed,  and  pitched  our  tents 
on  the  other  fide.  The  rank  grafs  by  accident  took 
.fire,  and  had  not  water  been  at  hand  to  extinguilh  it, 
and  the  weather  very  calm,  the  confequences  might 
have  bee^n  fiital.  We  travelled  farther  this  day  th»i 
the  former,  as  fewer  inconveniencies  arofe  from  the 
reftifheis  of  the  hories. 

The  24th,, we  continued  our  journey  towards  the 
fouth-eaft,  along  fmooth  roads,  through  a  pleafant 
country ;  and,  at  evening,  reached  a  rivulet  called 
Shora,  or  the  yellow  rivulet,  on  the  banks  of  which 
we  fet  up  our  tents.  The*  vallies  now  were  more 
contra&ed,  and  li^s  wood  upon  the  hills  than  former--  < 

The  a  5th,  we  came  to  a  rivulet  called  Kara,  or  the 
black  rivulet,  from  the  colour  of  the  water,  which  is 
tinged  by  the  richnefs  of  the  foiL 

The  26th,  we  proceeded.    The  country  retained 

.  much  the  fame  appearance,  and  the  weather  was  very 

fiiie }  but  not  a  fingle  inhabitant  was  yet  to  be  feen. 
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In  the  evening,  I  walked  from  our  tents,  with  fome 
of  our  company,  to  the  top  *  of  a  neighbouring  hill, 
where  I  found  many  plants  of  excellent  rhubarb  ;  and^ 
by  the  help  of  a  ftick,  dug  up  as  much  of  it  as  I  want- 
ed. 

On  thefe  hills  are  a  great  number  of  animals  called 
marmots,  of  a  brownifh  xrolour,  having  feet  like  a 
badger,  and  nearly  of  the  fame  fize.  They  make 
deep  burrows  on  the  declivities  of  the  hills ;  and  it  is 
faid,  that  in  winter  they  continue  in  thefe  holes,  for 
a  certain  time,  even  without  food.  At  this  feafon, 
however,  they  fit  or  lie  near  their  burrows,  keeping 
a  ftri£l:  watch  ;  and,  at  the  approach  of  danger,  rear 
themfelves  upon  their  hind  feet,  giving  a  loud  whiille, 
like  a  man,  to  call  in  the  ftragglers ;  and  then  drop 
into  their  holes  in  a  moment. 

I  ihould  not  have  mentioned  an  animal  fo  well 
known  as  the  marmot,  had  it  not  been  on  account 
of  the  rhubarb.  Wherever  you  fee  ten  or  twenty 
plants  growing,  you  are  fure  of  finding  feveral  bur- 
rows under  the  (hades  of  their  broad  fpreading  leaves. 
Perhaps  they  may  fometimes  eat  the  leaves  and 
roots  of  this  plant.  However,  it  is  probable  the 
manure  they  leave  about  the  roots  contributes  not 
a  little  to  its  increafe;  and  their  carting  up  the 
earth,  makes  it  fhoot  out  young  buds  and  multiply. 
This  plant  does  not  run  and  fpread  itfelf  like  docks, 
and  others  of  the  fame  fpecies,  but  grows  in  tufts  at 
uncertain^  diftances,  as  if  the  feeds  had  been  dropped 
with  defign.  It  appears 'that  the  Mongalls  never 
accounted  it  worth  cultivating,  but  that  the  world  is 
obliged  to  the  marmots  for  the  quantities  fcattered  at 
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random  in  many  parts  of  this  country ;  for  whatever 
part  of  the  ripe  feed  hap|>ens  to  be  blown  among  the 
thiek  grafs,  can  very  feldom  reach  the  ground,  but 
muft  there  \vither  and  die ;  whereas,  fliould  it  fall 
among  the  loofe  earth,  thrown  up  by  .the  marmots, 
it  immediately  takes  root,  and  produces  a  new 
plant. 

After  digging  and  gathering  the  rhubarb,  the  Mon- 
galls  cut  the  large  roots  into'  fmall  pieces,  in  order  to 
make  them  dry  more  readily.  In  the  middle  of  every 
piece  they  fcoop  a  hole,  through  which  a  cord  is 
drawn,  in  order  to  fufpend  them  in  any  cgnvenient 
place.  They  hang  them,  for  moft  part,  about  their 
tents,  and  fometimes  on  the  horns  of  their  flieep. 
This  is  a  moft  pernicious  cuftom,  as  it  deftroys 
feme  of  the  beft  part  of  the  root ;  for  all  about  the 
hole  is  rotten  and  ufelefs;  whereas,  were  people 
rightly  informed  how  to  dig  and  dry  this  plant,  there 
would  not  be  one  pound  of  refufe  in  an  hundred, 
which  would  fave  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  ex-r 
pence,  that  much  diminilh  the  profits  on  ,this  commo- 
dity. At  prefent,  the  dealers  in-  this  article  think 
thefe  improvements  not  worthy  of  their  attention,  as 
their  gains  are  more  confiderable  oix  this  than  on  any 
other  branch  of  trade.  Perhaps  the  government  may 
hereafter  think  it  proper  to  make  fome  regulations 
with  regard  to  this  matter. 

I  have  been  jnore  particular  in  defcribing  thq 
growth  and  management  of  the  rhubarb,  becaufe  I 
never  met  with  an  author  or  perfon  who  could  give  a 
fatisfaftory  account,  where,  or  how  it  grows.  I  am 
p^rfuaded,  that,  in  fuch  a  dn-  climate  as  this,  it  might 
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eafily  be  fo  cultivated  as  to  produce  any  quantity  that 
could  be  wanted. 

I  oniit  any  computation  of  thfe  diflances  of  places 
Along  this  road,  as  the  whole  of  it,  from  the  borders 
to  Pekinj  has  been  meafurcd  by  a  wheel,  or  machine, 
given  to  the  caravan  by  the  governor  of  Siberia,  for 
that  purpofe.  1  {hall  afterwards  fubjoin  the  exad 
diftances  taken  from  this  meafurement. 

The  27th  and  28th  we  purfued  the  fame  road,  over 
hills  and  through  vallies :  for,  though  few  travel  this 
way,  the  caravans,  with  their  heavy  carriages,  leave 
fuch  marks  as  are  not  foon  effaced.  It  is  only  of 
late  that  the  caravans  travelled  this  road.  Formerly 
they  went  farther  to  the  north,  by  a  Ruffian  town 
called  Nertzinlky,  and  thence  to  a  Chinefe  city  called 
Naun.  That  road  is  more  convenient  than  the  pre- 
fent,  as  it  lies  through  places  better  inhabited ;  but 
the  prefent  is  ihorter,  and  therefore  taken  by  moft 
travellers. 

The  29th,  we  reached  a  river  called  Buroy,  where 
we  lodged.  At  this  dry  feafon  all  thefe  rivers  arc 
fordable  ;  and  they  abound  with  fturgeon  and  othet 
fifli.  Next  morning,  Mr  Venant,  our  chief  cook, 
dropped  down,  as  he  was  coming  out  of  his  tent,  and 
immediately  expired,  notwithftanding  all  poffiblc  care 
was  taken  for  his  recovery.  We  interred  him  as  de- 
cently  as  time  and  circumftanccs  would  admit  j  and 
proceeded  to  a  river  called  Borgualty,  where  we 
pitched  our  tents  for  this  night. 
.  Oftober  ift,  after  a  long  day's  journey,  we  reached 
a  rivulet  called  Koyra.  The  face  of  the  country  ap- 
peared nearly  the  fame  as  formerly. 
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The  2d,  after  another  long  march,  we  came  to  the 
banks  of  the  river  Tola,  the  largeft  we  had  feen 
iince  we  left  the  Selinga. 

Next  day  we  croffed  the  Tola,  at  a  pretty  deep 
ford,  where  the  river  was  in  breadth  about  the  flight 
of  an  arrow  at  point  blank.  It  was  noon  before  our 
camels  got  over,  and  too  late  to  proceed.  We  were 
therefore  obliged  to  fet  up  our  tents  on  the  caft  bank 
of  t}ie  river,  which  was  overgrown  with  tall  o- 
ziers. 

Here  our  conductor  fumiihed  us  with  frefh  horfes 
and  camels.  From  the  borders  to  this  place  our 
ftages  were  regulated  by  brooks  and  rivers  for  the 
conveniency  of  getting  water :  and,  for  the  fame  reai 
fon,  as  there  are  no  rivers  nor  brooks  from  hence  to 
the  wall  of  Chkia,  foimtains  and  fprings  will  be  our 
only  ftages. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Tola,  we  found  many  Mpn^ 
galls  encamped,  with  numerous  flocks  of  cattle,  being 
the  iirft  inhabitants  we  had  feen  fince  our  leaving  the 
border^  The  Ruflians,  and  the  MongalU  who  are 
fubje£ts  of  Ruflla,  claim  all  the  country  weilward 
from  the  Tola,  which,  they  fay,  is  the  natural  boun- 
dary between  the  two  empires.  This  would  indeed 
be  a  conflderable  addition  to  the  dominions  of  Ruflfia : 
but  as  both  tbefe  mighty  monarchs  are  abundantly 
provided  with  a  \  aft  extent  of  territory,  neither  party 
think  it  worth  while  to  difpute  about  a  few  hundred 
miles  of  property,  which  obtained  would  perhaps  not 
balance  the  coft,  or  contribute  but  little  to  the  advan- 
tage  of  dther. 

The 
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The  appearance  of  the  country  was  now  greatly 
ahered  to.  the  worfe.  We  faw  no  more  pleafant  hills 
and  woods ;  neither  could  I  find  one  fingle  plant  of 
rhubarb.  The  foil  was  dry  and  barren,  and  the 
grafs  not  to  be  compared  to  what  we  had  already 
paiTed  over. 

The  4th,  after  every  man  had  drunk  his  fill  of  the 
pure  and  wholefome  water  of  Tola,  and  filled  his 
bottle  with  it,  we  departed  with  fome  regret,  as  we 
could  hope  for  no  more  rivers  or  brooks  till  we  came 
to  the  wall  of  China.  We  foon  entered  the  defert, 
commonly  named  by  the  Mongalls  the  Himgry  De* 
fert.  How  for  it  deferves  that  title,  will  be  feen  as  we 
advance. 

In  the  evening,  we  reached  fome  pits,  called  Tola* 
tologoy,  of  brackiih  water,  where  we  pitched  our 
tents;  The  road  ftill  pointed  to  the  fouth-eaft,  with 
little  variation,  over  grounds  that  rofe  a  little  at  firft, 
but  afterwards  gradually  declined.  We  faw  many 
Mongalian  tents  and  cattle  difperfed  along  the  de- 
fert« 

The  5th,  we  Tet  out  again  ;  and,  in  the  evenings 
came  to  fome  fountains,  >  called  Chelo-tologoy,  of 
pretty  frefli  water.  The  country  was  quite  level,  and 
appeared  to  the  eye  as  plain  as  the  fea.  The  foil  was 
dry,  barren,  and  gravelly,  and  neither  tree  nor  bulh 
to  be  feen ;  a  profpeft  not  very  agreeable. 

The  6th,  early  in  the  morning,  we  proceeded  eaft- 
ward,  through  the  fame  fort  of  flat  country.  The 
weather  was  very  fine,  and  the  roads  excellent.  In 
the  evening,  we  arrived  at  a  pool,  called  Tylack,  of 
brackifh  water,  where  we  remained  the  following 
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night.  This  day  we  faw  feveral  large  flocks  of  ante- 
lopes, and  fome  Mongalls  in  their  tents,  which  was 
no  difagreeable  objeft  in  this  continued  plain.  We 
paffed  few  of  thefc  tents  without  vifiting  them,  where 
we  always  found  an  hofpitable  reception,  and  were 
entertained  with  fome  zaturan,  a  kind  of  tea  which  I 
formerly  defcribed.  And,  if  we  happened  to  ftay 
till  our  baggage  was  gone  out  of  fight,  the  landlord 
conduced  us  by  the  (horteft  way  to  the  fprings  that 
terminated  the  next  flage. 

The  next  day,  we  came  to  the  wells  called  Gachun. 
Our'bifcuit  being  now  fpent,  we  were  reduced  to  live 
on  mutton  only,  during  the  reft  of  our  journey 
through  this  defert ;  which  we  accounted  no  great 
hardfhip  as  it  was  extremely  fine.  It  is  not  a  little 
furprifing,  that,  notwithltanding  the  barren  appear- 
ance of  this  unfheltered  plain,  the  cattle  are  in  good 
condition,  but  particularly  the  fheep.  The  ihort  grafs, 
though  in  many  places  thinly  fcattered,  muft  be  of  a 
very  nourilhing  quality.  This  will  naturally  proceed, 
from  the  climate,  and  the  foil,  which  every  where 
partakes  of  a  nitrous  quality,  as  plainly  appears  from 
the  fcurf  of  fait  round  the  edges  of  the  lakes  and 
ponds,  and  the  tafte  of  the  water,  generally  brackifh 
in  the  fprings  and  pits. 

The  8th,  our  conduftor  fumiftied  us  with  a  frefh 
fet  of  cattle,  which  detained  us  later  than  our  ufuai 
time  of  fetting  out.  This  day,  the  foil  was  very  much 
inclined  to  gravel,  containing  a  number  of  red  and 
yellow^  pebbles,  many  of  which,  being  tranfparent, 
made  a  fine  appearance  while  the  fun  ihone.  We 
were  informed  there  were  fometimes  ftones  of  value 
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found  here,  which  fo  much  excited  our  curiofity,  that 
each  of  us,  every  day,  picked  up  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity. On  examination,  moft  of  them  were  thrown 
away,  as  altogether  ufelefs  ;  the  few  we  thought  pro- 
per to  retain  were  wrought  into  very  good  feals.  A 
man  might  gather  a  bulhel  of  fuch  ftones  every  day 
in  this  defert.  One  of  our  people,  a  Grecian  by  birth, 
who  underftood  fomething  of  the  nature  of  ftones, 
found  one  that  he  called  a  yellow  fapphire,  and  valu- 
ed it  at  fifty  crowns.  Perhaps  thefe  pebbles  nught  be 
of  that  kind  which  the  lapidaries  call  cornelian ;  for 
they  are  fufficiently  hard^  and  take  a  fine  polifh. 

The  9th,  we  fet  out  early,  and  travelled  to  a  pool 
named  Oko-toulgu.  This  day,  a  lama  from  the  Ku- 
tuchtu,  going  to  Pekin,  joined  our  company,  who,  by 
his  habit  and  equipage,  feemed  to  be  a  perfon  of  emi- 
nence. In  marching  aloiig  the  tedious  defert,  the 
converfation  turned  on  a  terrible  earthquake,  which 
happened  during  the  month  of  July  laft  in  China,  be- 
tween the  long  wall  and  Pekin,  and  had  laid  in  ruins 
feveral  villages  and  walled  towns^  and  buried  many 
people  in  their  ruins.  The  lama  inquired  what  was 
the  opinion  of  the  learned  men  in  Europe  concerning 
the  caufe  of  tliis  phenomenon.  We  told  him,  it 
was  commonly  reckoned  to  be  fubterraneous  fire ; 
and  then  afked,  in  our  turn,  to  what  caufe  fuch  ex- 
traordinary appearances  were  imputed  by  his  country- 
men :  He  replied,  that .  fome  of  their  learned  lamas 
had  written,  that  God,  after  he  had  formed  the  earth, 
placed  it  on  a  golden  frog ;  and,  whenever  this  pro- 
digious frog  had  occafion  to  fcratch  its  head,  or 
flretch  out  its  foot,  that  part  of  the  earth. immediately 
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'  above  was  fliakem  There  was  no  reafonmg  oa  a 
Xiodon  fo  fantaftical }  we  therefore  left  the  lama  to 
pleale  himfelf  with ,  his  hypothefis,  and  turned  the 
difcourfe  to  fome  other  fubjed. 

The  loth,  we  came  to  the  fprings  called  Korpartu* 
The  appearance  of  thmgs  this  day  were  almoft  the 
lame  as  on  the  preceding  days.  The  foil  appeared  fo 
barren,  that  none  of  thexommon  methods  of  improve* 
ment  could  make  it  bear  any  kind  of  grain,  or  even 
alter  its  prefent  conditicHi.  The  difpoiitions  of  its  in- 
habitants, the  Mongalls,  feem  wonderfully  fuited  to 
their  fituation,  as  they  appear  more  contented  with 
their  condition  than  thofe  who  poffefs  the  mod  fruit- 
ful countries. 

In  the  evening  of  the  nth,  we  arrived  at  Khodo* 
du,  where  we  found  the  water  clear  and  pretty  frefl), 
burfUng  in  a  flrong  fpring,  from  the  gravelly  earth, 
and  ruxming  in  a  ftream  to  a  cdnfiderable  diflance,  till 
it  lofes  itfelf  in  the  fand.  This  was  the'  firft  running 
water  we  had  feen  fince  we  left  the  Tola.  And  we 
were  as  happy,  while  fitting  round  this  fountain,  and 
broiling  our  mutton-chc^s,  as  others  at  a  table  plen- 
tifully fumiihed  with  Burgundy  and  Champaign. 
Our  appetites  were  indeed  very  keen  ;  to  which  dai- 
ly exerdfe,  the  coldnefs  of  the  air,  and  drinking  no* 
thing  but  water,  greatly  contributed. 

Next  morning,  being  the  i  oih,  there  was  a  little 
froft  upon  the  ground.  Several  flocks  of  gray  plovers 
came  to  drink  at  the  fpring,  of  which  our  people  killed 
as  many  as  pur  prefent  circumftances  required.  Thefe 
poor  haimlefs  birds  feemed  infenfible  of  danger }.  and, 
perhaps,  they  had  never  before  heard  the  report  of  a 
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gun ;  for,  no  foniicr  was  the  piece  fired,  than  tKey 
took  a  Ihort  flight  round  the  fountain,  whiftling  as 
they  flew,  and  immediately  alighted  to  drink  again. 
The  plover  is  a  pretty  bird,  and  pleafant  to  eat ;  and 
the  foles  of  its  feet  are  as  hard  as  fo  much  horn,  which 
prevent  its  being  hurt  by  the  ftones  or  gravel.  In  the 
evening,  we  came  to  the  wells  called  Bouk-horlike, 
without  any  thing  material  happening,  or  any  diffe- 
rence on  the  face  of  the  country. 

The  13th,  \V6  continued  our  journey  to  the  wells 
of  Buduruy,  where  we  were  again  fumifiied  with  frefli 
horibs  and  camels. 

The  14th,  we  came  to  a  place  called  Kadan-Kachu, 
where  We  were  obliged  to  dig  a  pit  four  feet  deep,  iri 
order  to  procure  watfer,  which  was  very  bad,  having 
both  St  difagreeable  fmell,  and  bitter  ^^fte  j  but  was 
drinkable,  v^hen  boiled  with  fotne  tea.l  We  could, 
however,  get  none  for  our  cattle,  as  the  high  wind 
filled  the  pits  v/ith  fahd  as  faft  as  we  could  dig  them. 
This  fand  is  of  a  whitifh  colour,  and  fo  light  and  dry, 
th^t  it  is  driven  by  the  winds  into  your  face  and  eyes, 
and  becomes  very  difagreeable.  Moft  of  our  people, 
iiideed,  were  provided  with  a  piece  of  net-work,  made 
of  horfe-hair,  which  covered  their  eyes,  and  is  very 
ufeful  in  drifts,  either  of  fand  or  fiiow. 

The  1 5th,  we  ttavelicd  over  deep  fands  ;  and  ifi 
the  evening,  arrived  at  other  fprings,  called  Tzagaii- 
teggerick.  The  wind  continuing  high,  it  was  with 
much  difEculty  we  fct  up  our  tents,  h  is  to  be  of)- 
ferved  that,  on  thefe  deep  and  light  fands,  our  Euro- 
pean tents  are  of  little  ufe,  as  there  is  ho  earth  in 
which  the  tent-pins  can  be  fattened.  The  Tartar  tents 
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are  much  preferable ;  for,  their  figure  being  round 
and  taper,  like  a  bee-hive,  the  wind  takes  but  little 
hold  of  them,  and  they  (land  equally  well  on  a  fandy, 
or  on  any  other  furface.  They  are,  befides,  warmer, 
more  eafily  ereded,  taken  down,  and  tranfported. 

The  1 6th,  we  left  the  deep  fand,  and  travelled 
along  the  fame  fort  of  dry  gravelly  ground  as  former- 
ly. In  the  evening,  we  pitched  our  tents  at  the 
fprings  called  Sadjin.  The  variety  of  objects,  in  this 
dreary  wade,  are  fo  few,  that  in  this,  as  well  as  in 
other  refpefts,  it  much  refembles  the  fea*  Here  one 
can  fee  no  farther  than  if  he  was  placed  on  the  furface 
of  the  water,  ought  of  fight  of  land  ;  the  rounding  of 
the  globe,  in  both  cafes,  being  the  fame.  Sometimes, 
in  the  morning,  1  have  been  agreeably  furprifed  in 
fancying  I  faw,  at  a  fmall  diflance,  a  fine  river,  having 
rows  of  trees  growing  upon  its  banks  ;  but  this  was 
only  a  deception  of  the  fight,  proceeding  from  the 
vapours  magnifying  fome  fcattered  fhrubs  into  great 
trees. 

The  1 7th,  we  came  to  fome  wells  of  very  bad  wa- 
ter, called  Oudey,  where  we,  found  frefh  horfes  and 
camels  waiting  for  us.  Our  conduftor  refolved  to 
lofe  no  time,  being  apprehenfive  that  we  might  be 
overtaken  in  the  defert  by  the  froft  and  deep  fhow, 
which  ufually  happen  at  this  feafon.  Such  an  event 
would  have  retarded  our  march,  and  incommoded  us 
not  a  little  in  many  refpeds.  We  therefore  travelled 
as  long  (lages^  as  the  convenience  of  water,  and  the 
ftrength  of  our  cattle,  would  permit.r  • 

The  1  Sth,  after  a  long  day's  journey,  we  came  to 
the  wells  called  Ulan-kala«     We  found,  almoft  every 
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day»  Mongalls  ia  their  tents,  which  flood  like  fo  many 
hives,  difperfed  through  this  folitary  plain. 

The  1 9th,  we  mounted  again,  and  travelled  to  the 
fprings  named  Tzilan-teggerick.  This  day  we  faw 
feveral  flocks  of  antelopes  {  and,  indeed,  few  days 
pafled  in  which  we  did  not  fee  fome  of  thefe  ani- 
mals. 

The  20th,  we  came  to  a  place  called  Ourandabu. 
The  weather  ftill  continued  fair,  the  fky  clear,  aiid 
the  mornings  frofty.  The  water  at  this  place  was  to- 
lerable ;  bur  we  were  obliged  to  dig  for  it.  When 
it  happened  that  we  had  a  long  ftage  from  one  fpring 
to  another,  for  fear  of  coming  too  late,  we  ufually 
fent  a  couple  of  men  before  us,  in  order  to  gather 
fewel,  and  to  dig  pits,  that  the  water  might  have  time 
to  fettle  before  our  arrival. 

The  2 1  ft,  we  proceeded,  and  in  the  evening  arri- 
ved at  a  lake  of  fait  water.  After  digging,  however, 
we  found  fome  frefher.  Were  it  not  that  thefe  lakes 
and  pits  are  fcattered  through  this  defert,  it  muft  have 
been  altogether  uninhabited,  either  by  man  or  beaft. 
This  confideratio;!,  among  many  others,  has  often  led 
me  to  admire  the  infinite  wifdom  of  Almighty  God, 
in  the  difpenfations  of  his  providence,  for  the  fupport 
of  all  his  creatures. 

In  my  opinion,  thefe  fprings  are  produced  by  the 
rains  and  melted  fnow  in  the  fpring ;  for  the  water, 
finking  in  the  fand,  is  thereby  prevented  from  being 
exhaled,  in  fummer,  by  the  heat  of  the  fun,-  which 
mull  be  very  fcorching  in  this  defert,  in  which  there 
is  not  the  leaft  fhade  to  be  found. 
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The  2ad,  we  cjuitted  the  fait  lake,  in  a  cold  frolly 
morning,  and  a  ilroiig  northerly  \»ind,  which  was 
very  difagreeable.  At  evening,  we  reached  the  wells 
of  Kulat.  Thefe  pits  take  their  names  from  the  qua- 
Uty  of  the  water,  as.  fait,  fpur,  fweet,  bitter,  or  from 
the  different  tribes  of  people  who  inhabit  the  coimtry 
in  the  neighbourhood. 

In  the  midfl  of  pur  fatigues,  we  had  the  fatisfadion 
to  be  among  a  friendly  people,  who  did  every  thing 
in  their  power  to  leffen  our  wants. 

Next  day,  we  reached  the  wells  of  Mingat.  The 
weather,  though  cold,  Vas  not  unpleafant ;  and,  the 
i24th,  having  got  frefli  horfes  and  camels,  we  came, 
in  the  evening,  to  a  pond  of  brackifh  water,  called 
Korunteer,  upon  the  extremity  of  a  difmal  bank  of 
fand,  running  acrofs  our  road. 

r 

The  day  following,  we  entered  on  the  fand-bank, 
along  a  narrow  and  crooked  paiTage  between  two  hil- 
•  locks.  Every  one  prayed  fpr  calm  weather  while  we 
travelled  over  the  fand ;  which  put  me  in  mind  of 
being  at  fea.  "We  continued  our  journey  through 
deep  fand  till  about  noon,  when  all  our  horfes  and  ca- 
mels being  tired,  we  halted  in  a  hollow  place,  where 
we  dug,  and  found  very  bed  water.  We  remained 
here  till  next  morning. 

Our  cattle  being  a  little  rcfrelhed,  though  they  had 
been  very  indiflerently  fed  among  the  fand,  where 
nothing  was  to  be  feen  but  fome  tufts  of  withered 
grafs,  we  fet  out  again.  Along  this  bank  there  is  not 
the  leaft  track  or  path  of  any  kind  ;  for  the  fmalleft 
bjaft  of  wind  immediately  effaces  it,  and  renders  all 
the  furface  fmooth. 

We 
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We  had  gone  but  a  few  miles^  when  moft  of  ouf 
people  were  obliged  to  alight,  and  walk  on  foot,  the 
horfes  being  quite  tired  with  the  deepnefs  of  the  fand  ; 
which  made  our  progrefs  extremely  flow.  The  wear 
ther,  fortunately,  yizs  ftill  <irery.  calm*  About  noon, 
we  pitched  our  tents  in  a  •hollow  place,  encompafled 
with  high  hillocks  of  fand.  I  obferyed  that,  in  the 
open  defert,  we  had  already  paffed,  the  profped):  was 
much  confined  j  but  here  it  was  quite  ftraitened  ;  for, 
if  you  afcended  one  qf  thefe  mounts,  you  could  fep 
nothing  but  mount  rifmg  above  mount,  like  fo  many 
fugar-loaves,  or  rather  like  fo  many  cupolas. 

In  the  evening,  it  began  to  blow  a,  little  at  north- 
eaft,  which  drove  about  the  light  fand  like  fnow  ;  but, 
about  midnight,  the  wind  rofe  to  fuch  an  height,  that 
all  our  tents  were  overfct  at  once,  and  our  beds  filled 
with  fand.  As  it  was  near  morning,  we  thought  it 
not  worth  while  to  pitch  them  again.  We  therefore 
prepared  ourfelves  to  fet  out  at  the  dawn,  in  hopes 
of  getting  over  the  fand-bank  before  night ;  which, 
by  riding  and  walking  by  turns,  in  order  to  haften 
our  progrefs,  we  happily  effedled  j  and,  in  the  even- 
ing, reached  the  fprings  of  Kochatu?     " 

At  the  place  where  we  paffed  the  fand,  it  was  not 
above  twenty  Englifli  miles  in  breadth,  which  took  us 
up  three  days.  We  could  have  travelled  four  times 
that  diftance  on  the  plain,  with  more  eafe  both  to  our- 
felves and  cattle.  I  am  infonned  this  bank  of  fand 
runs  a  great  way  fouthward,  and,  in  fome  places,  is 
above  thirty  leagues  broad.  They,  whofe  bufinefs 
calls  them  often  to  crofs  the  fands,  have  thin  leather 
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coats  made  on  purpofe,  and.  round  pieces  of  glafs  tied 
before  their  eyes. 

This  fand-bank  appears  like  the  waves  of  >the  fea ; 
for  the  hillocks,  fome  of  which  are  about  twenty  feet 
of  perpendicular  height,  are  of  fo  light  a  nature,  that 
the  wind  carries  them  from  place  to  place,  levelling 
one,  and  forming  another : — -And  hence  it  is  eafy  to 
conceive,  that  a  weary  travfeUer,  lying  down  on  the 
lee-fide  of  one  of  thefe  hillocks,  might,  in  a  few  hours, 
be  buried  in  the  fand  ;  which  is  reported  to  have  of- 
ten happened  in  this  and  other  fandy  deferts. 

The  28  th,  we  proceeded  along  the  plain  to  the 
fprjngs  called  Chabertu,  I  cannot  but  take  notice  of 
the  uncommon  manner  the  people  here  have  of  kill- 
ing their  flieep.  They  make  a  flit  with  a  knife  be- 
tween two  ribs,  through  which  they  put  their  hand, 
and  fqueeze  the  heart  till  the  creature  expire ;  by  this 
method  all  the  blood*  remain^  in  the  carcafe.  When 
the  ftieep  is  dead,  and  hungry  people  cannot  wait  till 
the  jflefli  is  regularly  drefled,  they  generally  cut  out 
the  bifcuit  and  rump,  wool  and  all,  and  broil  them 
on  the  coals  jg  thf  n  fcrape  off  the  finged  wool  a|id  eat 
themt  This  1  have  found  by  experience  to  be  no  dif- 
agreeable  morfel,  even  without  any  kind  of  fauce^ 

The  next  day,  we  travelled  another  ftage  to  the  wells 
of  Saminfa,  where  we  found  better  water  than  ufual. 
Th^  length  and  thicknefs  of  the  grafs  fhowed  that  the 
foil  now  began  to  mend.  This  day  there  fell  fome 
fiiow,  and  the  wind  was  cold  and  northerlv.  * 

The-3Qth,  we  got  frelh  horfes,  and  proceeded  to 
the  fprings  of  Krema.  From  the  appearance  of  the 
grafs  one  would  conclude, .  that  the  foil  at  this  place 

was 
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was  very  fine.  We  faw  great  numbers  of  horfes  be- 
longing to  the  Emperor  turned  out  to  graze.  Not- 
withftanding  all  the  hafte  we  had  hitherto  made,  we 
were  this  day  overtaken  by  a  fall  of  fnow,  which 
proved  very  inconvenient,  not  fo  much  on  account  of 
the  cold,  but  it  covered  all  fewel,  fo  that  we  could  find 
none  to  drefs  our  viftuals. 

The  31ft,  we  came  to  a  place  called  Naringkaruifu, 
where,  to  our  great  fatisfaftion,  we  found  a  fmall 
brook  of  frefh  water,  and  fome  Mongalian  huts.  I 
obferved,  that,  from  the  fand-bank  eaftward,  the  foil 
becomes  gradually  better  every  day.  This  was  now 
the  fortieth  day  fmce  we  left  the  border  ;  during 
which  time  we  had  not  halted  one  day,  nor  feen  a 
fingle  houfe,  and  the  twentieth  and  eight  from  the 
time  we  quitted  die  river  Tola,  and  entered  the  de- 
fert,  in  which  we  had  neither  feen  river,  tree,  bulh> 
nor  moimtain.  Though  we  were  obliged  now  and 
then  to  fetch  a  compafs,  on  account  of  the  watering 
places,  yet  in  general  our  courfe  deviated  but  little 
frdm  the.fouth-eaft  point. 

The  I  ft  of  November,  we  halted  at  this  place,  that 
we  might  have  time  to  put  things  in  order  before  we 
paffed  the  long  wall,  which  was  now  at  no  great  dif- 
tance. 

Next  day,  we  proceeded  j  and  about  noon  we  could 
perceive  the  famous  wall,  running  along  the  tops  of 
the  mountains,  towards  the  n^rth-eaft.  One  of  our 
people  cried  out  land,  as  if  we  had  been  all  this 
while  at  fea.  It  was  now,  nearly  as  I  can  compute, 
about  forty  Englifh  miles  from  us,  and  appeared 
white  at  this  diftance.     We  could  not  this  night  reach 

the 
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the  paflage  through  the  mountains^  anct  therefore 
pitched  our  tents  in  the  open  plain  as.ufual.  We  how 
began  to  feel  the  efifeds  of  the  cold ;  for  the  fhow, 
cdntinuing  to  lie  upon  the  defert,  proved  very  incon- 
venient on  matiy  accounts,  but  particularly  by  retard- 
ing the  progrefs  of  our  heavy  and  ciimberfome  bag- 
age.  But  we  comforted  ourfelves  with  the  hopes  of 
foon  feeing  an  end  of  all  our  toils,  aftd  arriving  in  a 
rich  and  inhabited  country ;  for,  though  all  of  our 
people  were  in*  good  health,  they  began  to  be  very 
weary  of  the  defert,  and  no  wonder,  a^  many  of  them 
had  lain  in  the  open  field  ever  fince  we  left  Selin- 
gmlky. 

November  3d,  after  travelling  about  ah  hoiir,  we 
pafled  the  veftiges  of  a  camp,  which  feemed  to  have 
been  regularly  deiigned.  I  was  informed  tbiat  the 
Emperor  encamped  here,  when  he  led  his  troopd 
againft  the  Motigalls,  called  by  the  tnifnonaries  in 
China  the  Weftem  Tartars. 

The  nearer  we  came  to  the  mountahis  we  were  the 
more  furprifed  at  the  fight  of  the  fo  much  celebi^ted 
wall  of  China,  commonly  called  for  its  length  the 
endlefs  wall.  The  appearance  of  it,  running  from  one 
high  rock  to  another,  with  fquare  towers  at  certain  in- 
tervals, even  at  this  diftance,  is  mpft  magnificent.  * 

About  noon,  we  quitted  the  plain,  and  entered  an 
opening  between  two  mountains.  To  the  left,  the 
mountains  are  very  Hi^.  On  the  right,  they  decline 
as  far  as  they  are  within  view  j  but,  I  am  told,  they 
rife  again  to  a  great  height. 

We  defcended  by  a  narrow  path  about  eight  feet 
broad,  between  the  mountains,  till  we  came  to  a  fmall 

Chinefe 
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fcbiilefe  monaft<;rf ,  fituated  on  the  decKvity  of  ft 
fteep  rock.  Curiofity  led  us  to  vifit  this  folitary 
place:  But  the  road  being  impafTabie  to  horfes, 
ifre  alighted,  and  walked  thither.  On  our  arrival 
near  the  place,  the  monks  came  out  to  meet  us,  with 
the  ufual  friendly  ialutation  of  the  country,  which  is 
performed  by  laying  one  of  their  handd  on  the  other, 
and  then  ihaking  them,  and  pronouncing  tfaefe  wordd 
Cho-hy<bo*  The  compliment  being  returned,  they 
tondu^ted  us  into  the  apartments  of  their  little  chapel^- 
and  treated  us  with  a  dilh  of  green  tea,  which  was 
very  agreeable.  In  the  chapel  was  a  fort  of  altars 
piece,  on  which  were  placed  feyeral  fmall  brafs  images  f 
ind^  in  oi>e  of  4he  comers,  I  obferved  a  fack  filled 
with  wheat.  The  habit  of  the  monks  was  a  Icing  gown 
with  wide  ileeves.  On  thdr  head^  was  a  fmall  cap^ 
and  their  long  lank  hair  hung  down  over  their  ihoul« 
ders.  They  had  very  few  hairs  in  their  beards.  This 
being  the  firft  Chinefe  houfe  we  met  with,  I  bate  on 
that  account  been  more  particular  in  defcribing  it» 
Every  thing  now  appeared  to  us  as  if  we  had  arrived 
in  another  world.  We  felt  cfpedally  a  fenfible  alter- 
ation in  the  weather ;  for,  inflead  of  the  cold  bleak 

irind  in  the  defert,  we  had  here  a  warm  and  pleafant 

-  • 
ar. 

Wc  again  proceeded  along  the  narro^^  patb>  but 

^f  brea4th  fufficient  for  ar  wheel-carriage.     The  road 

being  ftcep,  and  in  msmy  places  ruggedi  we  Dealked 

down  the  hiil,  and  in  half  an  hour  came  to  the  foot 

of  it,  where  we  found  ourfelves  furrounded  on  att 

fides  by  high  rocky  mountains.     Our  route  no^ 

lay  along  ^e  ibuth  fide  of  a  rivul^t^  Am  of  great 

It       «  ,  ftoncs^ 
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ftones,  whick  liad  fallen  from  the  rocks  in  rainy  wei-^ 
ther.  In  the  cliffs  of  the  rocks,  you  fee  little  fcatter- 
ed  cottages,  with  fpots^  of  cultivated  ground,  much- 
refembling  thofe  romantic  figures  of  landfcapes  which- 
are  painted  on  the  China  ware,  and  other  manufaftures 
of  this  countr)^  Thcfe  are  accounted  fanciful  by  moft 
Europeans,  but  are  really  natural. 

After  \re  had  travelled  about  feven  or  eight  miles„ 
along  the  bank  of  the  brook,  we  came  in,  the  evening 
to  a  Chinefe  village,  at  the  foot  of  a  nigh  mountain, 
where  we  lodged  in  clean  rooms,  with  warm  fires  of 
charcoal     There  weie  no  chimneys  in  the  rooms  ; 
but,  inftead  of  thefe,  the  charcoal  was  put  into  a  por- 
table grate  of  brafs  or  iron,  and  allowed  to  bum  clear 
in  the  open  air  y  after  which  it  was  brought  into  the 
apartment.      Though   the   defert   is   one   continued 
plain,  it  lies  much  higher  than  the  plains  and  villages 
of  China  j  for,  when  we  entered  the  defile,  the  afcent 
was  veiy  inconfiderable  when  compared  with  the  de- 
fcent  on  the  other  fide. 

Here  we  began  to  tafle  of  the  fine  fruits  of  China ; 
for  foon  after  our  arrival  in  the  village,  our  conduc* 
tor  fent  a  prefent  to  the  ambaffador  of  fome  balkets 
of  fruits,  confining,  of  water-melons,  mulk-mclon^, 
fweet  and  bitter  oranges,  peaches,  apples,  walnuts, 
chefnuts,  and  feveral  other  forts  wliich  I  never  faw 
beforCy  together  with  a  jar  of  Chinefe  arrack,  provi- 
lions  of  feveral  forts,  and  fome  Chinefe  bread,  called 
bobon,  made  of  wheaten  flour,  and  baked  over  a  pot 
with  the  fteam  of  boiling  water.  It  is  very  light,  and 
not  difagreeable  in  .tafle ;  at  leaft  it.feemed  fo  to  us, 
who  had  feen  no  bread  for  a  moAth  before. 

Next 
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Next  day  we  halted  to  refrefh  ourfelves  afier  our 
long  fatigue.  I  took  this  opportunity  to  walk  up  to 
the  top  of  the  mountain,  in  order  to  view  the  adjacent 
country,  but  could  only  fee  a  continuation  of  the 
<:hain  of  mountains,  rifing  one  above  another,  and  to 
the  northward  fome  glimpfes  of  the  long  wall  as  it 
runs  along  them. 

The  5th,  we  proceeded  eaftward  down  the  fouth 
jbank  of  a  river,  whofe  channel  was  covered  with 
great  ftones.  The  road  is  cut  out  of  the  rock  for  a 
confiderable  length  at  thofe  places  where  there  is  no 
natural  paffage  between  the  rocks  and  the  river, 
which  miaft  have  been  a  work  of  great  labour.  This 
river  cannot  fail  to  be  a  complete  torrent  in  time  of 
great  rains. 

Having  travelled  about  fix  or  eight  .miles,  we  ar- 
rived  at  the  famous  wall  of  China.  We  entered  at 
a  great  gate,  which  is  fhut  every  night,  and  always 
guarded  by  a  thoufend  men,  under  the  command  of 
two  officers  of  diftinftion,  one  a  Chinefe,  and  the 
other  a  Mantzur  Tartar ;  for  it  is  an  eftabliflied  cuf- 
tom  in  China,  and  has  prevailed  ever  fince  the  con- 
queft  of  the  Tartars,  that  in  all  places  of  public  truft 
there  muft  be  a  Chinefe  and  a  Tartar  invelted  with 
equal  power.  This  rule  is  obferved  both  in  civil  and 
military  affairs.  The  Chinefe  pretend,  that  two  in  an 
pffice  are  a  fort  of  fpies  upon  one  another's  aftions, 
5ind  thereby  many  fraudulent  pradices  are  either  pre- 
vented or  detected. 

CHAP. 
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fROM  THE  WALL  OF  CHINA  TO  PEKIN;  OUR  ENTRY  INTQ 

THAT  CITY. 


XA  8  foon  as  we  bad  entered  the  gate,  thefe  two  of^ 
ficerS)  and  many  fubakorns,  came  to  compliment  th«. 
ambafTador  on  his  fafe  arrival ;  and  afked  the  favour 
of  him  to  walk  into  the  guard-room  and  drink  a  diih 
of  tea.  We  accordingly  difmounted,  and  went  inta 
a  fpacious  hall  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  gate.  This 
apartment  was  very  cle?.n,  having  benches  all  around, 
^nd  is  kept  on  purpofe  for  the  reception  of  perfons  of 
diftinfUon.  We  were  entertained  with  variety  of 
fruits  and  confedions,  and  feveral  forts  of  tea.  After 
flaying  about  half'anhourjthe  ambaifador  took  leave 
of  the  gentlemen,  and  we  proceeded  on  our  journey. 

We  travelled  about  four  miles  farther,  and  came  to  a 

» 

confiderable  town  named  Kalgan.  At  fome  diftance 
from  the  place,  we  were  met  by  the  commandant, 
and  the  Mandarin  Tulifliin,  who  had  paid  us  a  vifit  al 
Selinginiky.  They  accompanied  the  ambafiidor  M 
his  lodgings,  which  were  in  houfes  apart  from  the  reft 
pf  the  town ;  and  provifions  were  fent  Uf  in  great 
plenty. 

Fron^ 
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From  the  wall  to  this  place  the  country  to  the  north 
begins  to  open,  and  contains  fome  villages,  corn-fields, 
and  gardens. 

The  fame  evening,  the  ambaflfador  and  the  gentle^ 
men  of  the  retinue  were  invited  to  fup  at  the  com« 
inandant's  houfe,  and  horfes  were  fent  to  carry  us 
thither.  We  alighted  in  the  outer-court,  where  the 
commandant  in  perfon  waited  for  us,  and  conduced 
us  through  a  neat  inner-court  into  a  hall,  in  the  mid» 
die  of  which  flood  a  large  brafe  chafEng-dilh,  in  fhape 
of  an  urn,  with  a  fire  of  charcoal  in  it.  The  floor 
was  covered  with  mats,  and  the  room  quite  fet  round 
with  chairs,  and  little  fquare  japanned  tables.  The 
ambaifador  fat  at  a  table  by  himfelf,  and  the  reft  of 
the  company  at  fcparate  tables,  by  two  and  two.  We 
were  firft  entertained  with  tea,  and  a  dram  of  hot 
arrack;  after  which  fupper  was  brought,  and  placed 
on  the  tables,  without  either  table-cloth,  napkin^,' 
Jtnives,  or  forks.  Inftead  of  forks  were  laid  doun  t  j 
every  perfon  a  couple  of  ivory  pins,  with  which  the 
Chinefe  take  up  their  meat.  The  difhes  were  fniall, 
and  placed  upon  the  table  in  tlie  moft  regular  man- 
ner, the  vacancies  being  filled  with  faucers^  contain- 
ing pickles  and  bitter  herbs.  The  entertainment  con- 
fifted  of  pork,  mutton,  fowls,  and  two  roafted  pigs. 
The  carver  fits  upon  the  floor,  and  executes  his  of- 
fice with  great  dexterity.  He  cuts  the  fltfli  into  fuch 
fmall  bits  as  may  eafily  be  taken  up  by  the  guclts, 
without  further  trouble.  The  meat  being  cut  up  i& 
given  to  the  footmen,  who  fupply  the  empty  difhes 
on  the  tables.  The  whole  is  ferved  in  China-ware^ 
and  neither  gold  nor  fihrcr  is  to  be  feen.    All  the 

fervant^ 
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fervants  perform  the't  duty  with  the  utmofl  regulan- 
ty,  and  wltUoai  ihe  i'ja:i  noife.  I  muft  confefs,  I  was 
nevv^r  tC'.L  .  |)!.:Aied  xvith  any  entertainment. 

The  viduals  being  removed,  the  dcfert  was  placed 
pn  the  tables  in  the  fame  order,  and  confifted  of  a 
variety  of  fruits  and  confeftions.  In  the  mean  time 
a  band  of  mufic  was  called  in,  which  confifted  of  ten 
or  twelve  performers,  on  various  but  chiefly  wind- 
inftruments,  fo  different  from  thofe  of  that  clafs  in 
Europe,  that  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  defcribe  them. 
The  mufic  was  accompanied  with  dancing,  which 
was  very  entertaining.  The  dancers  were  nearly  as 
numerous  as  the  muficians.  Their  performances  were 
only  a  kind  of  gefticulation,  confifting  of  many  ridi- 
culous poftures ;  for  they  feldom  moved  from  the 
fame  place.  The  evening  being  pretty  far  fpent,  we 
took  leave,  and  returned  to  our  lodgings. 

The  6th,  a  great  fall  of  fnow,  and  a  cold  frofty 
wind,  obliged  us  to  halt  at  this  place. 

Next  day,  the  froft  and  fnow  ftill  continued ;  not- 
withftanding  we  fet  out,  and  paffed  over  a  ftone- 
bridge  near  this  place,  paved,  not  with  fmall  ftones, 
but  with  large,  fquare,  free  ftones,  neatly  joined. 
After  travelling  eaftward  about  thirty  Englilh  miles, 
we  reached  a  large  and  populous  city  called  Siang- 
fu;  We  were  met  without  the  gate  by  fome  of  the 
principal  inhabitants,  and  conducted  to  our  lodgings. 

When  we  arrived,  the  govemour  was  out  a-hunt- 
ing  with  one  of  the  Emperor^s  fons.  As  foon  as  he 
returned  in  the  everiing,  he  waited  on  the  ambafla- 
dor^  and  complimented  him  in  a  very  polite  manner, 
^xcufing  himfelf  for  not  waiting  on  him  fooner.     At 

the 
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tfce  fame  time,  he  gave  his  Excellency  a  fonnal  invi* 
tation  to  fupper ;  for  it  is  appointed  by  the  court  that 
foreign  ambaffadors  fliould  be  magnificently  enter- 
tained in  all  the  towns  through  which  they  pafs :  But 
the  a'mbaffador,  being  fomewhat  indifpofed,  defired 
to  be  excufed. 

Our  route  this  day  was  through  a  fine  champaign 
country,  well  cultivated,  but  containing  very  few  trees. 
We  paffed  feveral  fmall  towns,  and  many  villages,  well 
built,  and  inclofed  with  walls.  The  roads  were  well 
made,  and  in  good  order,  running  always  in  ftraight 
lines  where  the  ground  will  allow.  I  had  heard  a  great 
deal  of  the  order  and  oeconomy  of  thefe  people,  but 
found  my  information  far  ihort  of  what  I  daily  faw  iu 
all  their  works  and  aftions.  The  ftreets  of  every  vil- 
lage run  in  ftraight  lines. 

Upon  the  road  we  met  with  many  turrets,  called 
poft-houfcs,  erefted  at  certain  diftances  from  one  an- 
other, with  a  flag-ftaff,  on  which  is  hoifted  the  impe- 
rial pendant.  Thefe  places  are  guarded  by  a  few  fol- 
diers,  who  run  a-foot  from  one  poft  to  another  with 
great  fpeed,  carrying  letters  or  difpatches  that  con- 
cern the  Emperor*  The.  turrets  are  fo  contrived  as 
to  be  in  fight  of  6ne' another  ;  and,  by  fignals,  they 
can  convey  intelligence  of  any  remarkable  event. 
By  this  means  the  court  is  informed,  in  the  fpeedieft 
manner  imaginable,  of  whatever  difturbance  may  hap*, 
pen  in  the  moft  remote  provinces  of  the  empire* 
Thefe  pofts  are  alfo  very  ufeful  by  keeping  the  coun- 
try free  of  highwaymen  j  for  fliould  a  perfon  efcape 
at  one  houfe,  on  a  fignal  being  made,  he  would  cer- 
tainly be  flopped  at  the  next.    The  diftance  of  one 

poft. 
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poft-houfc  from  another  is  ufually  five  Chinefe  li,  of 
miles,  each  li  confifting  of  five  hundred  bow  lengths^ 
I  compute  five  of  their  miles  to  be  about  two  and  a. 
half  Eagli/h. 

The  8th,  we  halted  at  this  place.  As  we  coulJ 
not  be  prefent  at  the  entertainment  to  which  we  were 
invitad  laft  night  by  the  governor,  he  had  rcfolved 
that  the  delicacies  prepared  on  that  oecafion  fhould 
not  be  loft,  and  therefore  fent  into  our  court  twelve 
tables,  whereon  were  placed,  by  a  number  of  people. 
aU  the  vi&aals  that  were  dreffed  the  preceding  night 
Jft^ith  the  defert  and  feveral  forts  of  tea.  The  whole  wa5 
srfterwards  brought  into  the  hall,  and  there  placed  in 
form  upon  the  tables-  When  this  was  done,  an  officer 
of  diftin£Uon  came  to  defire  the  ambaffador  to  tafte  of 
his  Imperial  Majefty's  bounty.  We  accordingly  fat 
down  at  the  tables  in  great  order.  Every  thing  was  vei-y 
good,  but  moftly  cold,  having  been  carried  through 
the  ftrects  to  fome  diftance.  After  we  had  removed 
Ircm  the  table,  the  perfon  who  had  the.dire^on  of 
the  intertatnment,  called  our  fcrvants,  and  ordered 
them  to  fit  down  at  the  tables  and  eat.  This  produc- 
vcd  a  very  diverting  feene ;.  but,  had  it  not  been  com- 
plied with,  the  governor  would  haw  thought  himfclf 
highly  affronted* 

In  the  evening,  the  Emperor's  third  fon  went 
through  the  city,  on  his  way  towards  the  capital. 
He  was  carried  upon  mens  ihoulders  in  a  palankin,  a 
tdhicle  very  cafy  for  the  traveller,  and  well  known 
kx  European  fettlements  in  India.  The  Emperor's 
iigms  have  ne  other  names  than  thofc  of  firil,  fecond, 

thirds 
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t^d,  &C.    This  prince  had  only  a  foaall  retinue  of  a 
few  horfemen. 

Our  new  conduftor,  Tdlifhin^  invited  the  ambafla- 
dor  and  his  retinue  to  pafs  the  evening  at- his  lodg* 
ing$.  His  excellency  excufed  himfelf,  as  he  had  not 
been  at  the  governor's.  All  the  gentlemen,  how- 
ever, accepted  the  invitation.  The  entertainment 
was  elegant,  and  fomething  like  that  I  formerly  de- 
fcribed,  accompanied  with  dancing  and  muiic  and 
quail-fighting.  It  is  furprifing  to  fee  how  thefe  little 
birds  fly  at  one  another  as  foon  as  they  are  fet  upon 
the  table,  and  fight,  like  game-cocks,  to  death.  The 
Cbinefe  are  very  fond  of  this  diverfion,  and  bet  as 
liigh  on  their  quaijis  as  the  Englifh  do  on  cocks.  They 
are  alfo  great  lovers  of  cock-fighting;  but  it  is  reckon- 
ed among  the  vulgar  fports.  The  quails  are  gene- 
rally parted  before  they  hurt  one  another  too  much, 
and  referved  in  cages  till  another  occafion. 

The  9th,  having  fent  off  the  baggage  in  the  mor- 
ning, the  ambaffador  returned  the  governor's  vifit. 
We  only  ftaid  to  drink  tea  ;  after  which  we  immedi- 
ately mounted,  and  purfued  our  journey  to  a  fmall 
town  called  Juny,  where  we  arrived  in  the  evening. 
Near  this  place  is  a  deep  rock,  (landing  on  a  plain^ 
inacceilible  on  all  fides,  except  to  the  weft,  where  a 
narrow  winding  path  is  cut  in  the  rock,  which  leads 
to  a  Pagan  temple  and  nunnery  built  upon  the  top  of 
it.  Theie  edifices  make  a  pretty  appearance  from  the 
plain  ;  amd,  as  the  itory  goes,  were  built  from  the 
foundation  in  one  night,  by  a  lady,  on  the  following 
occafion.  This  lady  was  very  beautiful,  virtuous,  and 
rich,  and  had  many  powerful  princes  for  her  fuitors. 

K  k  She 
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She  told  them,  ihe  intended  to  build  a  temple  and  a  mo«' 
naftery  of  certain  dimenfions,  with  her  own  hands,  in 
one  night,  on  the  top  of  this  rock ;  and  whoever  would 
undertake  to  build  a  ftbne -bridge  over  a  river  in  the 
neighbourhood,  in  the  fame  fpace  of  time,  him  ihe  pro- 
raifed  to  accept  for  a  hufband.  All  the  lovers  having 
heard  the  difficult  tafk  impofed  on  them,  returned  to 
their  refpeftiye  dominions,  except  one  ftranger,  who  un- 
dertook to  perform  the  hard  condition.  The  lover  and 
the  lady  began  their  labour  at  the  fame  time,  and  the 
lady  completed  her  part  before  the  light  appeared ; 
but  as  foon  as  the  fun  was  rifen,  {he  faw  from  the 
top  of  the  rock,  that  her  lover  had  not  half-finilhed 
his  bridge,  having  raifed  only  the  pillars  for  the  archesw 
Failing,  therefore,  in  his  part  of  the  performance,  he 
was  alfo  obliged  to  depart  to  his  own  country  ;  and 
the  lady  paffed  the  remainder  of  her  days  ih  her  own 
monaftery. 

The  river  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 
rock,  and  the  pillars  flill  remain  about  five  or  fix 
feet  above  the  water  ;  they  are  fix  or  eight  in  num- 
ber, and  good  fubftantial  work.  This  tale-}  relate  as 
a  fpecimen  of  many  fabulous  (lories,  which  I  heard 
every  day,  and  the  people  firmly  believe.  In  the 
monaflery  there  are  at  prefent  many  monks  and 
nuns. 

The  chain  of  mountains  running  to  the  north, 
which  bound  this  plain  to  the  weft,  are  very  high, 
rugged,  and  barren.  Their  breadth,  from  the  defert 
to  the  plain  habitable  country  of  China,  I  compute 
not  to  exceed  fifteen  or  twenty  miles,  and  in  many 
places  it  is  much  lefs*  But  their  length,  I  am  ipform- 
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cd,  is  above  one  thoufand  Englifh  miles.  They  en- 
compafs  all,  or  the  greateft  part,  of  the  empire  of 
China,  to  the  north  and  weft.  Thefe  impregnable 
bulwarks,  together  with  the  almoft  impaflable  de- 
ferts,  have,  in  my  opinion,  fo  long  preferved  this 
nation  from  being  over-run  by  the  weftern  heroes. 
One  would  imagine,  that  a  country,  fo  fortified  by 
nature,  had  little  need  of  fuch  a  ftrong  wall  for  its 
defence  ;  for  if  all  the  paflcs  of  the  mountains  are  as 
narrow  and  difficult  as  thiit  whore  we  entered,  a  fmall 
number  of  men  might  defend  it  againft  a  mighty 
army. 

Juny  is  but  a  fmall  place ;  it  fuffercd  greatly  by  the 
earthquake  that  happened  hi  the  month  of  July  the 
preceding  year,  above  one  half  of  it  being  thereby 
laid  in  ruins.  Indeed,  more  than  one  half  of  the 
towns  and  villages,  through  which  we  travelled  this 
day,  had  fuffered  much  on  the  fame  occafion,  and 
vaft  numbers  of  people  h^U^een  buried  in  the  ruins, 
I  muft  coi^fefs,  it  was  a  xiifmal  fcene  to  fee  every 
where  fiich  heaps  of  rubbifli. 

All  the  -beft  houfes  being  thrown  down  by  the 
earthquake^,  we  were  lodged  in  the  priefts  apartments 
of  a  temple,  which  had  efcaped  the  general  devafta- 
tion.  Our  conduftor  treated  the  monks  with  very 
little  ceremony,  and  defired  them  to  feek  other  lodg- 
ings for  themfelves.  Thefe  priefts  were  not  at  all  fu- 
^jerftitious,  as  appeared  fufHciently  from  the  little 
reverence  they  paid  to  their  idols,  and  ftatues  of  re- 
puted faints.  They  condufted  us  into  the  temple, 
and  feveral  apartments  adjoining,  where  Itdod  many 
images  of  feints,  fome  of  which  Vere  monftrous  fi- 
gures 
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gures  of  (lone  and  plafter.      One  of  the  prieds  gave 

us  the  hiilory  of  fome  of  them,  which  I  thought  too 

abfurd  to  be  inferted.     We  then  returned  into  the 

temple,  which  was  a  fmall  but  neat  building*     In  one 

end  of  it  we  faw  an  altar,  rifing  by  fteps  to  the  cieli 

ing,  on  which  were  placed  a  number  of  fmall  images^ 

cafl:  chiefly  in  brafs,  refembling  men  and  women, 

birds  and  beafts.     We  were  entertained  in  the  temple 

with  tea,  till  the  priefts  had  removed  their  beds.      At 

the  entrance  is  hung  a  large  bell,  attended  by  a  priefl:, 

who  tolls  it  on  feeing  paffengers,  in  order  to  invite 

them  to  fay  their  prayers ;  which  having  done,  they 

generally  leave  a  fmall  gratuity  to  the  temple. 

In  the  night,  we  were  a  little  alatmed  with  the 
fhock  of  an  earthquake,  which  awakened  all  our  peo-« 
pie,  but  did  no  damage. 

Next  day,  our  condudor  notified  to  the  ambafla- 
dor,  that  he  could  proceed  no  farther  till  he  received 
an  anfwer  to  fome  difpatches  he  had  fent  to  court. 
Thefe  news  were  not  altogether  agreeable,  as  we  ap- 
prehended another  fliock  of  an  earthquake.  Nothing, 
however,  of  that  kind  happened  during  the  two  days 
we  were  obliged  to  remain  at  this  place. 

The  12th,  we  continued  our  journey  to  a  little 
town,  where  we  lodged.  This,  and  moft  of  the 
towns  and  villages  through  which  we  paffed  to-day, 
had  fuffered  greatly  by  the  earthquake  j  particularly 
one  confiderable  walled  town,  where  very  few  houfes 
remained,  and  the  walls  were  levelled  with  the 
ground. 

About  noon,  next  day,  we  came  to  a  large,  p>opuU 
ous,  and  well  built  city,  with  broad  flreets,  as  ftraight 

as 
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as  a  line.  Near  this,  place  runs  a  fine  riv^f ,  which 
appears  navigable^  having  aorofe  it  a  noble  Aodq 
bridge,  of  feveral  arches^  and  paved  vnAi  large  fquare 
ftones.  In  the  evening,  we  arrived  at  a  fniaU  town, 
after  paffing  through  a  very  pkafant  and  fruitful 
country. 

On  the  14th,  we  halted  at  this  little  town :  Qut 
our  baggage,  and  his  Majefty's  preients,  advanced  a 
ftage  farther.  Thefe,  by  order  of  the  Mandarin,  our 
condudor^  were  carried  on  men^s  ihoulders,  covered 
with  pieces  of  yellow  filk,  as  every  thing  is  Whkh 
bath  any  connexion  with  the  court.  Whatever  ia 
diftinguiihed  by  this  badge  is  looked  on  as  £u:red  ; 
and  he  who  has  the  care  of  any  thing  belonging  to . 
the  Emperor,  needs  no  other  protedi<»i }  fuch  is  the 
reverence  paid  him  all  over  the  empire*  -  The  yellow 
colour  is  chofen  by  the  Emperor,  becaufe,  among  the. 
Chinefe,  it  is  the  emblem  of  the  fun,  to  whkb  he  is 
compared. 

The  fcdlowing  day,  our  road,  lying  over  fome 
rocks,  was  very  rugged.  In  fome  places  it  was  cuty 
for  a  coniiderable  length,  above  twenty  feet  deicp^ 
through  the  folid  ipck,  which  appears  to  have  been 
a  work  of  great  labour  and  expence»  But  no  peo^ 
pie  I  ever  faw  take  fuch  pains  to  make  their  ftreeta 
and  high'Ways  eafy  to  travellers  as  the  Chinefe.  In 
fome  places  of  the.  rocks  were  cut  out  images  of  CW- 
pefe  faints  ;  but  the  workmanfhip  very  mean. 

Near  this  place,  we  paffed  through  fix  or  eight 
ihrong  femicircular  walls  within  one  another,  which 
have  the  endlefs  wall  for  their  common  diameter,,  and 
ftikc  in  a  great  ^ompafs.    In  all  thefe  walls  there  are 

s 
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large  well  built  gates,  guarded  by  a  conftant  watch, 
both  in  times  of  peace  and  war.      At  one  of  them, 
the  ambaffadofr  was  faluted  with  three  great  guns, 
from  a  tower  over  the  gate-way.      Thefe  walls  feem 
to  be  of  the  Dune  materials  and  architedure  with  the 
long  wall,  having  fquare  towers  at  the  difiance  of  a 
bow-flibt  from  each  other.     While  we  flopped  at  one 
of  the  gates  to  refrefh  ourfelves,  I  took  the  opportu- 
nity to  walk  into  one  of  thefe  towers,   where  I  faw 
fome  hundreds  of  old  iron  cannon  thrown  together 
as  ufelefs.     On  examination,  I  found  them  to  be  com- 
pofed  of  three  or  four  pieces  of  hammered  iron,  join- 
ed, and  iaftened  together  with  hoops  of  the  iame  me- 
tal.    The  Chinefe  have,  however,  now  learned  to  dkft 
as  fine  brafs  cannon  as  are  any  where  to  be  founds 
From  this  tower  I  was  led,  by  a  broad  (lone  flair,  to 
the  top  of  the  wall,  which  is  above  twenty  feet  in 
breadth,  and  paved  with  large  fquare  flones,  clofely 
joined,  and  cemented  with  flrong  mortar.     I  walked 
along  this  flat,  till  I  came  to  a  rock,  where  I  found  a 
high  flair  of  above  a  thoufand  fleps,   the   whole 
breadth  of  the  wall,  which  led  to  a  tower  on  the 
fummit,  from  whence  1  could  fee  like  a  flair,  on  the 
other  fide,  forming  a  defcent  to  a  narrow  paffage  be- 
tween two  rocks.     I  obferved  alfo,  that  the  wall  was 
neither  fo  high  nor  broad  where  it  was  carried  over 
another  rock  to  the  fouth-wefl,  as  at  the  place  where 
I  flood.     But  time  not  allowing  me  to  go  farther,  I 
returned  by  the  fame  way  to  our  company ;  and,  af- 
ter flaying  a  few  hours,  we  proceeded  this  afternoon 
to  thie  town  of  Zulutguang,  where  we  lodged. 

The 
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The  next  day,  after  travelling  about  two  hours,  we 
came  to  the  lad  femicircular  wall.  Here  ended  all 
the  hills  and  mountains.  Our  road  now  lay  through 
a  fine  champaign  country,  interfperfed.  with  many 
fmall  towns  and  villages.  In  the  evening,  we  reach- 
cd  a  large  neat  city,  called  Zang-ping-jew.  In  the 
market  place  flood  a  triumphal  arch,  whereon  were 
hung  a  number  of  ftreamers,  and  filken  pendants,  of 
various  colours.  The  ftreets  were  clean,  ftraight,  and 
broad  ;  in  fome  places  covered  with  gravel,  in  others^ 
paved  with  fiat  fquare  ftones. 

As  foon  as  we  reached  our  lodgings,  the  gover- 
nour  of  the  place  came  to  falute  the  ambaflador,  and 
invited  him  to  an  entertainment,  prepared  by  order  of 
his  Majefly. 

The  invitation  was  accepted,  and  we  immediately 
went  to  the  govemour's  palace.  The  entertainment 
was  very  magnificent,  fomewhat  of  the  fame  kind 
with  that  I  formerly  defcribed,  and  accompanied  with 
mafic  and  dancing.  This  place  is  fituated  in  a  fruit- 
ful plain,  about  thirty  Englifh  miles  northward  of 
Pekin. 

The  17th,  after  travelling  about  a  dozen  of  miles, 
we  came  to  a  fmall  town  called  Shacb.  The  wea- 
ther bcmg  very  fine  and  warm,  the  governour  came 
to  meet  the  ambaflador,  and  defired  him  to  refrefli 
himfelf  a  little,  by  drinking  tea.  Here  we  halted 
about  an  hour,  and  then  proceeded  fix  or  eight  miles 
farther,  to  a  fmall  village,  about  four  miles  from  the 
capital,  where  we  lodged. 

Next  morning, .  two  mandjirins  came  from  court,  to 
congratulate  the  aipbaffador  on  his  arrival,  and  brought 

fomo 
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fome  boffes^  on  wliicfa  he  and  his  Tednne  were  to 
make  their  entry.  The  fiirmtiire  of  die  horie$  mm 
very  iimple,  and  br  infieiior  to  the  coftly  trappings  of 
thePerfians. 

My  kxlgii^  in  this  village  happened  to  be  at  a 
cook's  hoafe»  which  gave  me  an  Ofq)OTtunity  of  ob- 
ferring  the  ingenuity  of  thefe  people,  even  on  tiifltng 
occafions.  My  landlord  being  in  his  fliep,  I  paid 
liim  a  vifit,  where  I  found  fix  kettles,  placed  inarow 
omfiimaces,  having  a  fqsarate  opening  mider  each  of 
them,  for/ receiving  the  fewd,  which  confifted  of  n 
fewimali  Aicks  and  Ibaw.  On  his  palling  a  thong, 
he  blew  a  pair  of  beUons,  whidi  made  all  his  kettles 
boil  in  a  very  fliort  time.  They  axe  indeed  very  thin, 
and  made  of  caft  iron,  being  extremely  fmootfa,  both 
within  and  without  The  Icarcity  .of  fiewel,  Jiear  inch 
a  populous  city,  prompts  people  to  eon^ve  the  eafieft 
methods  of  dreffing  their  viSuals,  and  keeping  thnn- 
felves  warm  during  die  winter,  which  is  fevere  (or 
two  months. 

About  ten  of  the  clock,  we  mounted,  and  proceed- 
ed  towards  the  city,  in  the  following  order : 

An  officer,  with  his  fword  drawn. 

Three  foldiers. 

One  kettle-drummer. 

Twenty-four  foldiers,  three  in  rank. 

Hie  fteward. 

Twelve  footmen. 

Two  pages. 
Three  interpreters* 

The 
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The  ambalTador,  and  a  mandarin  of  diflindlon. 

t 

Two  fecretaries. 

Six  gentlemen,  two  and  two. 

Servants  and  attendants. 

The  whole,  retinue  was  dreffed  in  their  beft  appa- 
rel. The  foldiers  in  uniform,  carrying  their  muiketa 
like  horfemen  ftanding  centry ;  drawn  fwords  being 
refufed  by  our  conduftor,  the  officer  only  had  that 
privilege. 

We  travelled  from  the  village,  along  a  fine  road, 
through  a  cloud  of  duft,  and  multitudes  of  fpeftators  ; 
and,  in  two  hours,  entered  the  city  at  the  great  north 
gate ;  which  opened  into  a  fpacious  ftreet,  perfedly 
ftraight,  as  far  as  the  eye-fight  could  reach.  We  found 
it  all  fprinkled  with  water,  which  was  very  refrefhing, 
after  the  dufl  we  had  paffed  through. 

A  guard  of  five  hundred  Chinefe  horfemen  was 
appointed  to  clear  the  way  j  notwithftanding  which, 
we  found  it  very  difficult  to  get  through  the  crowd. 
One  would  have  imagined  all  the  people  in  Pekia 
were  affembled  to  fee  us  j  though  I  was  informed 
that  only  a-  linall  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
were  prefent.  I  obferved  alfo  great  crowds  of  wo- 
men unveiled  j'  but  they  kept  in  the  windows,  doors^ 
and  in  comers  of  the  flreet.  The  foldiers  did  not^ 
behave  with  roughnefs  to  the  people,  as  in  fome  othet 
places  of  the  eail,  but  treated  them  with  great  mildnefs 
and  humanity.  Indeed,  the  people,  of  themfelves,  made 
^  much  way  as  was  poffible  for  them,  confidering 
their  numbers.  After  a  march  of  two  hours,  from 
the  giie  where  we  entered,  we  at  laft  came  to  our 

L I  lodgings^ 
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lodgings,  in  that  part  of  the  ciry  called  the  Tarttr^? 
town,  which  is  near  the  center  of  Pckin,  and  not  far 
from  the  Zmperor's  palace. 

We  lodged  in  v  hat  is  callud  the  RufTia-houfe,  It  was 
allotted,  by  the  prefcnt  UmpcvC'T,  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  caravans  from  Mofccvv,  and  is  uirround- 
ed  with  a  high  v/all  of  brick,  which  inclofes  three 
courts*  The  firft  from  the  flrcet  is  appointed  for  the 
guard  of  Chinefe  foldiers.  The  fecond  is  a  fpacious 
fquare,  on  the  fides  whereof  arc  apartments  for  fer- 
vants.  The  third  is  divided  from  the  fecond  by  a 
high  brick-wall,  through  whkrh  you  enter  by  a  great 
gate.  Oppofite  to  this  gate  is  the  great  hall,  which  rifes 
a  few  fteps  above  the  level  of  the  court*  The  floor 
is  neatly  paved  with  white  and  black  marble ;  and,  on 
the  fame  floor,  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  hall,  are  two 
fmall  bed-chambers.  This  hall  was  occupied  by  the 
ambaflador.  In  the  fame  court  are  two  large  houfes, 
divided  into  apartments,  in  which  the  retinue  was 
lodged.  All  thefe  ftruftures  are  but  of  one  ftorey, 
with  large  windows  of  lettice-work,  on  which  is  parted 
white  paper.  The  cielings  are  very  flight  and  airy,' 
confiding  only  of  ftrong  laths,  with  reeds  laid  acrofsr 
them,  and  done  over  on  the  infide  with  paper.  The 
roofs  projeft  confiderably  over  the  walls,  and  are 
covered  with  fine  light  glazed  tiles,  which,  as  iar  as 
I-  could  learn,  are  of  a  qualky  to  laft  ages.  The  bed- 
chambers only  of  the  hall  are  neatly  finiflied  with. 
lath  and  plafler. 

The  fame  evening,  the  iiiafter  of  the  ceremonies 
c^me  to  compliment  the  ambaflfador.  He,  in  the 
Emperor's  name,  inquired  into  the  chief  fubjeft  of  his 
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-commiffion ,   and,  having  received  a  fatisfaftory  ianf- 
wer,  retired. 

This  gentleman,  named  Aloy,  was  by  birth  a  Mon- 
gall  Tartar,  and  a  great  favourite  of  the  Emperor. 
He  was  a  perfon  of  great  politenefs,  and  a  good  friend 
to  the  Chriftians,  efpecially  the  miffionaries,  who  re- 
ceived frefli  marks  of  his  kindnefs  every  day.  In  his 
youth,  he  converfed  much  with  the  Jeliiits,  who  taught 
him  geography,  and  fome  other  branches  of  fcience ; 
which  contributed  not  a  little  to  raife  his  charafter 
among  the  Ghinefe,  and  recommend  him  to  the  notice 
.and  favour  of  the  Emperor. 

Thus,  we  happily  arrived  at  the  famou«  and  long 
m^ed  for  city  of  Pekin,  the  capital  of  this  mighty 
empire,  after  a  tedious  journey  of  exaftly  fixteen 
months.  It  is  indeed  very  long,  yet  may  be  p'erform- 
icd  in  much  lefs  time.  I  am  of  opinion  that  travellers 
might  go  from  St  Peterfburgh  to  Pekin,  and  return, 
in  the  fpace  of  fix  months,  which,  were  it  neceflary, 
I  think  I  could  eafily  demonftrate. 

After  the  departure  of  the  mafter  of  the  ceremonies, 
the  aleggada,  or  prime  minifter,  fent  an  officer  to  fa- 
lute  the  ambaflador,  and  excufe  himfelf  for  not  pay- 
mg  him  a  vifit  immediately,  as  it  was  then  late  in  the 
night,  but  promifed  to  fee  him  next  day.  At  the 
fame  time,  he  fent  great  variety  of  fruits  and  provi- 
fions,  as  a  mark  of  refpeft,  notwdthftanding  we  were 
abundantly  fupplied  with  thefe  things  by  thofe  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpofe. 

At  ten  of  the  clock  at  night,  the  officer  on  guard  in 

the  outer-court  locked  our  gate,  and  fealed  it  with  the 

Emperor*s  fcal,  that  no  perfon  might  go  out  or  come 
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in  during  the  night.  The  ambaOador,  not  approving 
of  this  proceeding,  as  foon  as  the  gate  was  opened  in 
fhe  morning,  fent  his  fecretary  and  interpreter,  to  the 
prime  miniiler,  to  complain  of  his  being  confined. 
The  aleggada  faid  he  was  altogether  ignorant  of  what 
had  happened,  but  exprefsly  forbid  any  fuch  behavi- 
our for  the  future.  In  Perfia,  indeed,  and  fome  other 
nations  of  the  caft^  it  is  the  cuftom  to  reftrain  foreiga 
niinifters  from  converfmg  with  tl^e  inhabitants,  t^ 
they  have  had  an  audience  of  the  Prince* 
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X  HB  19th,  the  prime  miniiler,  accompanied  with 
the  mafter  of  the  ceremonies,  and  five  Jefuits,  came  to 
compliment  the  ambaflador.  As  foon  as  they  enter- 
ed the  gate,  two  of  their  attendants  walked  before 
them,  at  fome  diflance,  making  a  humming  noife^ 
the  ufual  fign  that  fome  perfon  of  diftindion  is  com- 
ing. Aloy  defired  the  ambaflador  would  give  him 
^  copv  of  his  credentials  \  which  was  not  eafily  com« 
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l^ed  with,  till  thefe  nunifters  abfoiutdy  infifted  oa 
^t ;  alleging  that  the  Emperor  never  received  any  let^^ 
ters  from  his  heft  friends,  among  whom  he  reckoned 
Jiis  C;zarifh  Majefty  the  chief,  without  knowing  the 
contents.  The  iLatin  copy  was  at  laft  produced,  the 
original  being  in  the  Rufiian  language;  and  the 
mafter  of  the  ceremonies  and  the  miilionaries  having 
tranflated  it  into  Chinefe,  took  their  leave.  But  the 
aleggada  remained  for  the  fpace  of  three  hours,  talk- 
ing on  different  fubjeds.  This  minifter,  it  feems,  was 
a  great  fportfman.  He  a&ed  to  fee  the  ambaiTador's; 
dogs,  which  were  a  few  grey-hounds,  and  fomc 
French  buck-hounds.  He  was  defired  to  receive,  in 
a  prefent,  any  of  them  which  pleafed  him  beft  j  but 
Jie  would  accept  only  of  a  couple  of  grey-hounds. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Emperor  fent  an  officer  to 
inquire  after  the  ambaifador's  health  ;  who  brought 
along  with  him  a  table,  carried  by  four  men,  and 
covered  with  yellow  filk,  on  which  was  placed  variety 
of  fruits  and  confedions,  and,  in  the  middle,  a  large 
piece  of  excdlent  mutton,  The  officer  acquainted 
the  ambaifador  that  thefe  provifions  were  brought 
from  the  Emperor's  own  table,  and  therefore  hoped 
he  would  eat  of  them.  This  circumftance  was  ac- 
counted a  Angular  mark  of  the  Emperor's  favour. 

The  day  following,  the  ambaifador  had  a  vifit  from 
^e  prefident  of  the  council  for  weftem  affairs,  called 
Aflchinoma,  accompanied  by  four  mifiionaries,  twq 
of  which  were  Meffieurs  Paranim  and  Fridelii,  The 
converfation  turned  chiefly  on  the  ceremonial  of  the 
^unbaflador's  introdudio^  to  the  Emperor,  which  wag 
^  matter  not  eafily  fettled.     The  principal  points, 
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infifted  on  by  the  ambaiTador,  were,  that  he  might 
deliver  his  credentials  into  the  Emperor's  own  hands, 
and  be  excufed  from  boWing  thrice  three  times  on 
entering  his  Majefly's  prefence ;  to  which  cuftom  all 
muft  fubmit  who  appear  before  the  Emperor.  The 
prefident,  on  the  contrary,  afierted,  that  the  conftant 
practice  in  China,  for  many  ages  paft,  was  diredly 
cppofite  to  thefe  demands ;  that  their  Emperors  never 
received  letters  of  credence  with  their  own  hands  ; 
that  the  cuflom  was  for  the  ambaflador  to  lay  them 
on  a  table,  at  fome  diftance  from  the  throne,  or  the 
place  where  the  Emperor  may  happen  to  fit ;  after 
IHrhich  they  were  delivered  to  the  Emperor  by  the 
officer  appointed  for  that  purpofe. 

At  th^  fame  time,  the  prefident  invited  the  ambafla- 
dor  to  an  entertainment,  to  be  given  at  a  palace  in 
the  city,  where  he  faid  the  Emperor  would  be  prefent, 
and  fpeak  with  him.  His  Excellency  replied.  He 
would  accept  of  the  invitation,  provided  he  might  on 
that  occafion  deliver  the  Czar  his  mafter'?  letter.  He 
was  told,  this  was  neither  a  proper  pkce  nor  time  for 
that  purpofe ;  but  that  the  Emperor  intended  to  give 
him  a  public  audience  very  foon,  and  receive  his 
credentials  in  form. 

The  ambaffador  was  apprehenfive  that  the  Emperor, 
having  already  feen  a  copy  of  his  credentials,  ihould 
|ie  alfo  fee  hlmfelf  at  the  entertainment,  his  public  audi«- 
ence  might  thereby  be  retarded  j  and  therefore  declin* 
ed  the  invitation^  It  appeared,  however,  afterwards, 
that  this  fufpidon  was  without  foundation,  and  that 
^e  Emperor  intended  nothing  more  than  to  do  honour 
to  the  ambaffadpr. 

The 


:  Tfe  a  I  ft,  the  aleggada  paid  a  fecond  vifit.  His 
fcrvants  brought  tea  ready  made,  fome  jars  of  arrack,, 
with  fruits  and  confeftions.  From  this  day  little 
material  happened,  except  daily  meffages  from  court 
lislating  to  the  ceremonial,  till  the  27th,  when  thi^ 
affeir  was  at  laft  adjufted,  on  the  following  terms  i 
•*  That  the  ambaflador  fhould  comply  with  the  efta- 
blifhed  cuftoms  of  the  court  of  China  ;  and  when 
the  Emperor  fent  a  minifter  to  Ruilia,  he  fhould 
^^  have  inftruftions  to  conform  himfelf,  in  every  re- 
"  fpedk,  to- the  ceremonies  in  ufe  at  that  court.**  This 
afiair  gave  the  miniftry  at  Pekin  much  trouble  }  and,, 
I  muft  confefs,  the  miflionaries  t6ok  great  pains  ta 

Ibften  matters  on  both  fides. 

« 

On  the  28  th,  the  day  appointed  for  the  ambaffador's^ 
public  audience  of  the  Emperor,  horfes  were  brought 
to  our  lodgings  for  the  ambaifadof  and  his  retinue  ;, 
the  Emperor  being  then  at  a  country  houfe  called 
Tzan4hu-yang,  about  fix  miles  weflward  from  Pekin* 
We  mounted  at  ciglit  in  the  morning ;  and  about  tea 
arrived  at  court,  where  we  alighted  at  the  gate,  whi(h 
was  guarded  by  a  .ftrong  party  of  foldiers.  The  com- 
manding officers  conduj^ed  us  into  a  large  room^ 
where  we  drank  tea,  and  ftaid  about  half  an  hour^ 
till  the  Emperor  was  ready  to  receive  us.  We  then, 
entered  a  fpacious  court,  inclofed  with  high  bride 
walls,  and  regularly  planted  with  ieveral  rows  <£ 
ibrefl-trees,  about  eight  inehes^  diaxneta*,  which  I 
took  to  be  limes.  The  walks  are  fpread  with  fmali 
gravel ;  and  the  great  walk  is  terminated  by  the  halL 
of  audience,  behind  which  are  the  Emperor's  private 
apartments.     On  each  fide  of  the  great  walk  are  fine 
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iower-plott  and  canals.  As  we  advanced,  we  fovini 
all  the  miniflers  of  ftate,  and  officers  belonging  to' 
the  court,  feated  upon  fur-cufhion$,  crofs-iegged,  be- 
fore the  hail,  in  the  open  air ;  among  thefe,  place* 
Were  appointed  for  the  ambaflador  and  his  retinue ; 
and  in  this  fltuation  we  remained,  in  a  cold  frofty 
morning)  till  the  Emperor  came  into  the  halL  Dur- 
ing this  interval,  there  were  only  two  or  three  fervants 
in  the  hall,  and  not  the  leaft  noife  was  heard  from 
any  quarter.  The  entry  to  the  hall  is  by  feven  mar- 
ble fteps,  the  whole  length  of  the  building.  The 
floor  is  finely  paved  with  a  neat  checker  work  of 
irhite  and  black  marble.  The  edifice  is  quite  open: 
to  the  fouth ;  and  the  roof  fupported  by  a  row  of 
handfome  wooden  pillars,  oftsuigular  and  finely  po- 
liQied^  before  which  is  hung  a  large  canvafs,  as  a 
flielter  from  the  heat  of  the  fun,  or  inclemencies  of 
the  weather. 

After  we  had  waited  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour^ 
the  Emperor  eAtered  the  hall  at  a  back  door,  and 
feated  hitnfelf  upon  the  throne ;  upon  which  all  the 
company  flood.  The  mafter  of  the  ceremonies  now 
defired  the  ambaiTador,  who  was  at  fome  diftance 
from  the  reft,  to  walk  into  the  hall,  and  conduced 
him  by  one  hand,  while  he  held  his  Credentials  iti  the 
other.  Having  afcended  the  fteps,  the  letter waslaid 
dtk  a  table  placed  for  that  purpofe,  ad  had  been  previ- 
oififly  agreed ;  but  the  Emperor  beckoned  to  the  am:^ 
bai&dor,  and  directed  him  to  api^roaeh ;  which  he  no 
fobner  perceived,  than  he  took  up  the  Credentials, 
and^  •  attended  by  Aloy,  walked  tip  to  the  thmne, 
and,  ksbeefiag,  laid  them- before' the  Empetor,  whop 
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totiched  them  uith  his  hand,  and  inquired  after  his 
Czarifli  Majefty's  health.  He  then  told  the  ambafTa- 
doTy  that  the  love  and  friendihip  h^  entertained  for 
his  Msyefty  were  fuch,  that  he  had  even  diipenfed 
mth  an  eftablifhed  cuftom  of  the  empire  in  receiving 
his  letter. 

During  this  part  of  the  ceremony,  >vhich  was  not 
long,  the  retinue  continued  (landing  without  the  hall, 
and  we  imagined,  the  letter  being  delivered,  all  was 
oven  But  the  mafter  of  the  ceremonies  brought 
back  the  ambafTador,  and  then  ordered  all  the  com- 
psaiy  to  kneel,  and  make  obeifance  nine  times  to  the 
Emperor.  At  every  third  time,  we  (lood  up  and 
kneeled  again.  Great  pains  were  tdkcn  to  avoid  this 
piece  of  homage,  but  without  fuccefs.  The  mafler  of 
the  ceremonies  ftood  by,  and  delivered  his  orders  in 
the  Tartar  language,  by  pronouncing  the  words 
morgu  and  io/s ;  the  firft  meaning  to  bow,  and  the 
other  to  (land  :  two  words  which  I  cannot  foon  for- 
get. 

This  piece  of  formality  being  ended,  the  mafter  of 
the  ceremonies  conducted  the  ambaflfador  and  the  Hx 
gentlemen  of  the  retinue,  with  one  interpreter,  into 
the  hall.  Our  clerks,  mfcrior  officers,  and  fervants, 
remained  (till  without,  together  with  many  courtiers 
and  officers  of  diftindion.  We  were  feated  on  our 
own  cufhioxis,  in  a  row  upon  the  floor,  to  the  riglit 
of  the  throne,  about  fix  yards  diftance :  and,  immedi- 
ajtdy  behind  us,  fat  three  miifionaries,  dreffed  in  Chi- 
nefe  habits,  who  conftantly  attend  the  court.  On 
thi^  occafion  they  ferved  by  turns  as  interpreters. 
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Soon  after  we  were  admitted,  the  Emperor  called 
the  ambaffador  to  him,  took  him  by  the  hand,  and 
talked  very  familiarly  on  various  fubjefts.  Among 
other  things,  he  told  him,  that  he  was  informed  his 
Czarifli  Majefty  expofed  his  perton  to  many  dangers, 
particularly  by  water,  at  which  he  was  much  furprifed, 
but  defired  he  would  take  the  advice  of  an  old  man, 
and  not  hazard  his  life,  by  committing  himfelf  to  the 
rage  of  the  mercilefs  waves  ,and  winds,  where  no  va- 
lour could  avail.  We  were  near  enough  to  hear  this 
piece  of  friendly  and  wholefome  advice. 
This  converfation  being  finifhed,  the  Emperor  gave 
the  ambaffador,  with  his  own  hand,  a  gold  cup-full 
of  warm  taraffun,  a  fweet  fermented  liquor,  made  of 
various  forts  of  grain,  as  pure  and  ftroiig  as  Canary- 
wine,  of  a  difagreeable  fmell,  though  not  unpleafant 
to  the  tafte.  This  cup  was  brought  about  to  the 
gentlemen,  and  all  of  us  drank  the  Emperor-s  health, 
who  obferved,  that  this  liquor  would  warm  us  that 
cold  morning.  His  Majefty  alfo  found  many  faults 
with  our  drefs,  as  improper  for  a  cold  climate  ;  and, 
I  muft  confefs,  I  thought  him  in  the  right. 

On  the  left  fide  of  the  throne  fat  five  princes,  fons 
to  the  Emperor,  together  with  all  the  minifters  and 
grandees  of  the  court.  The  taraffun,  however,  was 
handed  about  to  none  but  ourfclves,  and  the  Jefuits 
behind  us.  Eight  or  ten  of  the  Emperor's  grand- 
fons  now  entered  the  hall.  They  were  very  hand- 
fome,  and  plainly  dreffed,  having  nothing  to  diftin- 
guifti  them,  but  the  dragon  with  five  claws,  woven 
into  their  outer  garments,  and  a  yellow  tunic  of  fatin, 
bearing  the  fame  device,  with   little  caps  on  their 
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heads  faced  with  fable.  After  them  came  the  mufi- 
cians  carrying  their  inftruments.  By  this  time  the 
hall  was  pretty  full ;  and,  what  is  furprifing,  there 
was  not  the  leaft  noife,  hurry,  or  eonfufioh.  Every 
one  perfectly  knows  his  own  bufmefs  j  and  the  thick 
paper  foles  of  the  Chinefe  boots  prevent  any  noife 
from  their  walking  on  the  floor. ,  By  thefe  means 
every  thing  goes  on  with  great  regularity,  but  at  the 
fame  time  with  wonderful  quicknefs.  In  fhort,  the 
charafteriftic  of  the  court  of  Pekin  is  order  and  de- 
cency, rather  than  grandeur  and  magnificence. 

The  Emperor  fat  crofs-legged  on  his  throne.  He 
was  dreifed  in  a  fhort  loofe  coat  of  fable,  having  the 
fiir  outward,  lined  with  lamb-lkin,  u^jder, which  he 
wore  a  long  tunic  of  yellow  filk,  interwoven,  with 
figures  of  golden  dragons  with  five  claws  j  which  de- 
vice no  perfon  is  allowed  to  bear  except  the  imperial 
family.  On  his  head  was  a  little  round  cap,  faced 
with  black  fox-lkin  ;  on  the  top  of  which  I  obferyed 
a  large  beautiful  pearl,  in  the  fhape  of  a  pear,  which, 
together  with  a  taflel  of  red  filk  tied  below  the  pearl, 
was  all  the  ornament  I  faw  about  this  mighty  mo* 
narch.  The  throne  alfo  was  very  fimple,  being  made 
of  wood,  but  of  neat  workmanftiip.  It  isTaifed  five 
eafy  fleps  from  the  floor,  is  open  towards  the  com- 
pany, but  has  a  large  japanned  fcrecn  on  each  fide, 
to  defend  it  from  the  wind. 

The  mafler  of  the  ceremonies,  and  a  few  officers  of 
the  houfhol.i,  were  dreffed  in  robes  of  flate,  of  gold 
and  filver  fluffs,  with  monflrous  dragons  on  their 
backs  and  breafls.  Moft  of  tht  miniflers  of  flate  were 
dreffed  very  plain,  having  nothing  like  ornaments  a- 
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^  bout  them  ;  a  few  only  had  large  rubies,  fapphkes^ 
and  emeralds.  Thefe  precious  (tones  are  cut  into  the 
ihape  of  pears,  through  which  a  hole  is  drilled,  to  fix 
them  on  the  top  of  their  bonnets.  Thefe  holes  dinii- 
nifh  the  value  of  the  ftones,  one  half  at  leaft,  at  an 
European  market.  I  once  faw,  however,  one  of  thefe 
rubies,  with  a  hole  drilled  through  it,  which  wa^ 
bought  at  Pekin  for  a  trifle,  valued  at  ten  thouiand 
poxmds  Sterling  in  Europe.  But  fach  bargains  arc 
rarely  to  be  met  with,  this  being  a  ftone  of  the  firft 
clafs  for  bignefs  and  purity.  As  for  diamonds,  the 
Chinefe,  it  feems,  da  not  much  efteem  them ;  for  few 
diamonds  are  found  in  Chinas  and  ,thefe  very  rudely 
cut  and  fhaped,  and  fo  indeed  are  all  their  coloured 
ftones. 

It  wa*  now  about  noon,  at  which  time  our  enter-- 
tainment  began  to  be  ferved  up,  (of  ^hich  I  fliall  alfo 
give  fcMne  account).  There  were  firft  brought  neat 
little  tables,  covered  with  variety  of  fruits  and  confec- 
tions, and  placed  before  all  the  company.  It  feem& 
to  be  the  fafhion  in  this  country  to  bring  the  defert 
firft,  at  leaft  that  was  the  cafe  at  all  the  entertainments 
where  I  was  prefent.  In  this,  as  in  many  other  things^ 
the  behaviour  of  the  Chinefe  is  quite  contrary  to  thar 
.  of  the  Europeans.  Soon  after  the  fr\iit»,  the  viduals 
were  ferved  in  the  fame  manner,  and  placed  on  fmall 
tables  before  the  guefts.  They  confifted  of  fowls,, 
mutton,  and  pork,  all  very  good  of  their  kinds  ;. 
and  the  whole  was  either  boikd  or  ftewed  witb 
f»ckles,  but  nothing  reafted.  The  Emperor  fent  feve- 
'  ral  diffaes  from  his  own  table  to  the  ambaflador,  par- 
ticularly 
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tlcultfly  fome  boiled  pheafatits,  which  were  very 
agreeable. 

The  mufic  played  all  the  time  of  dinner.  The 
cfaieJP  inftruments  were  flutes,  harps,  and  lutes,  all 
tuned  to  the  Chinefe  tafte.  There  was  alfo  fome 
vocal  mufic ;  an  old  Tartar,  in  particular,  fung  .a 
warlike  fong,  to  which  he  beat  time,  by  ftriking,  with 
two  ivory  rods,  upon  a  chime  of  little  bells  that  hung 
before  him.  A  young  Tartar  fung  a  call  to  war, 
dancing  at  the  fame  time,  and  keeping  time  by  draw- 
ing the  head  of  an  arrow  acrofs  his  (hield.  Then  en« 
tered  two  little  girls,  who  danced  and  fung  while  the 
inftruments  played.  After  them  came  tumblers,  who* 
performed  various  feats  of  a£tivity  in  the  court  beibre 
the  halL  Thefe  were  fucceeded  by  wreftlers,  fencers, 
smd  other  performers  of  the  fame  fpecies.  The  Em- 
po*or  fent  frequently  to  the  ambaflador,  to  afk  how 
he  liked  the  mufic,  dancing,  and  other  entertainments. 
He  alfo  inquired  about  feveral  princes  and  flates  of 
Europe,  with  whofe  power  by  land  and  fea  he  was 
not  unacquainted.  But,  above  all,  he  wondered  how 
ihe  kingdom  of  Sweden  could  hold  out  fo  long  againft 
fo  great  a  power  as  that  of  Ruifia.  After  this  con«* 
verfation,  the  Emperor  informed  the  ambaflador  that 
he  would  foon  fend  for  him  again  ;  but,  as  the  night 
was  cold,  he  would  detain  him  no  longer  at  prefent, 
and  immediately  flept  from  his  throne,  and  returned 
to  his  private  apartments  by  the  fame  paflage  he  left 
them.  We  alfo  mounted,  and  repaired  to  our  lodg- 
ings in  the  city,  fo  well  fatisfied  with  the  gracious  and 
friendly  reception  of  the  Emperor,  Aat  all  our  former 
hardfhips  were  almofl:  forgot. 

The 
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The  2  9 thy  the  Mandarin  Tuliihin  came  to  our  lodg* 
ings  with  two  clerks,  and  took  a  lift  of  the  prefents 
fent  by  the  Czar  to  the  Emperor.  Thefe  confifted  of 
various  rich  furs,  clocks,  repeating  watches  fet  in  dia^ 
monds,  mirrors ;  and  the  battle  of  Poltava,  nicely 
turned  in  ivory,  done  by  his  Czarifh  Majefty's  own 
hands,  and  fet  in  a  curious  frame.  The  ambaifador^ 
at  the  fame  time,  delivered  to  the  Mandarin,  as  a  pre- 
fent  from  himfelf  to  the  Emperor,  feveral  toys  of 
value,  a  fine  managed  horfe,  fome  greyhounds,  and 
large  buck-hounds. 

Every  thing  was  entered  in  a  book  very  exa&Iy, 
even  the  names  and  qualities  of  each  particular  dog. 
There  was  alfo  tied  about  the  neck  of  each  dog,  a 
yellow  filk  cord,  drawn  throw  a  hole  in  a  little  bit  of 
wood  which  hung  from  the  dog's  neck,  as  a  mark  of 
its  belonging  to  the  court.  The  Chinefe,  in  general, 
are  very  fond  of  little  harlequin  dogs  that  play  mon- 
key tricks.  A  fervant  /of  ours  had  one  of  that 
kind,  which  he  fold  for  an  hundred  ounces  of  fil- 
ver. 

The  fame  day,  all  the  fruits  and  confeftioiis  of  the 
entertainment  given  at  the  audience  which  remained, 
were  fent  to  the  ambaffador's  lodgings.  They  were 
carried  in  great  ftate  through  the  ftreets,  covered  with. 
'  yellow  (ilk  i  and  an  officer  of  the  coiirt  walked  before 
the  proceilion. 

Next  day,  the  Emperor  fent  to  our  lodgings  feveral 
large  difhes  of  maflive  gold,  containing  a  kind  of  deli- 
cate fiih,  called  mu,  already  drefled,  but  in  fuch  a 
manner  that  I  did  not  know  to  what  to  compare  it. 
Alfo  fome  howls  filled  with'  excellent  vermicelli,  and 
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a  fort  of  paftry-pufFs,  baked  over  the  fteam  of  boiling 
water,  exceeding  in  whitenefs  any  thing  of  that  kind 
1  ever  faw.  All  thefc  things  were  fent  from  his  Ma- 
jefty's  own  table ;  an  honour  which  he  grants  but 
feldom.  It  feems  he  was  refolved  we  fhould  have 
proviiions  in  abundance  ;  for,  befides  all  thefe,  we 
received  our  daily  allowance,  in  which  we  were  by  no 
means  ftinted. 

After  dinner,  the  mafter  of  the  ceremonies,  accom- 
panied with  the  captain  of  the  eunuchs,  and  three  Je- 
fuits,  came  to  vifit  the  ambaffador.  This  eunuch  was  a 
great  favourite  of  the  Emperor,  on  account  of  the 
knowledge  he  had  acquired  in  mathematics  and  me- 
chanics. He  made  the.  ambaifador  a  prefent  of  a 
fmall  enamelled  gold  watch,  and  a  wind-gun,  both  of 
his  own  making.  The  Emperor  himfelf  is  a  great 
lover  of  the  arts,  fo  far,  that  whoever  diftinguiihes 
himfelf  in  any  ufeful  branch  of  them,  is  fure  to  meet 
with  proper  encouragement.  The  eunuch  alfo  made 
a  prefent  to  the  ambaffador  of  a  fteel  to  ftrike  fire, 
and  then  defircd  to  fee  the  prefents,  which  was  grants 
ed.  At  taking  leave,  Aloy  told  the  ambaffador,  that 
the  Emperor  intended  to  give  him  a  Chinefe  drefs, 
which  was  more  convenient  and  warmer  than  the 
European. 

December  the.firft,  Merin-Sanguin,  a  general  offi- 
cer, and  brother  to  the  firft  minifter  of  ftate,  came  to 
vifit  the  ambaffador.  Notwithftanding  the  high  rank 
of  this  military  gentleman,  he  had  no  fword  about 
him  ;  for  at  Pekin,  no  perfon,  not  even  officers  and 
(oldiers,  except  when  on  duty,  wears  a  fword,  or  any 
pther  weapon  in  the  city, 

Th? 


ftSo  ^JOURNEY 

Tfie  day  foUowmg^  the  aaibafiador  had  a  feorad 
audience  of  the  Emperor  at  the  fiune  palace.  On  thi$ 
occafion,  the  Czar's  prefents  were  carried  to  court, 
by  a  number  of  people  fent  for  that  purpole.  The 
£mpetor  viewed  them  all  at  a  diftance ;  after  which 
they  were  delivered  to  an  officer  appointed  by  hi$ 
Majefty  to  receive  them. '  This  audience  was  held  in 
a  private  hall  within  the  inner-court,  where  only  the 
officers  of  the  houfhold,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  re- 
tinue were  prefent.  We  were  entertained  in  the  lame 
•  manner  as  before.  The  Emperor  converfed  very  fa- 
miliarly with  the  ambaflador  on  various  fubjeds,  and 
talked  of  peace  and  war  m  particular,  in  the  ftyle  of  a 
philofopher.  In  the  evening,  we  returned  to  the  d* 
ty,  in  a  cold  north-wind,  which  blew  the  dull  about 
in  clouds.  Scarcely  had  we  arrived,  when  the  iruits 
and  confedions,  according  to  cuftoin>  were  fent  to 
our  lodgings. 

This  evening,  one  of  the  Emperor's  grandfons 
came  to  vifit  the  ambaflad(M'.  He  was  a  genteel 
youth,  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  had  not  above 
half  a  dozen  of  attendants. 

* 

Next  day,  the  weather  continued  cold  and  frofty. 
The  iky  was  clear,  and  a  ftrong  wind  at  north-weft, 
blowing  the  duft  about.  I  obferved  that  the  north- 
weft  winds  are  the  coldeft  in  this  place;  as  they 
come  over  the  vaft  \xz&&  of  ice  and  ihow  in  Sibe* 

m 

ria. 

The  4th,  there  was  a  fall  of  fiiow,  to  the  deep- 
nefs  of  feven  or  eight  inches,  which  was  immediatdy 
thrown  into  heaps,  and  the  ftreets  clean  fwept#.:  Hw 
day  the  miffionaries  fent  a  prefent  to  the  ambaflfador, 

^  confifting 
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tonfifting  of  feverai  forts  of  venifoii  and  wild-fowly 
and  a  greater  variety  of  fine  fruits  and  confedUonsf 
than  I  evef  faw  in  any  country,  together  with  a  cou- 
ple of  jars  of  wine  made  by  themfelves.  Among  the 
fruit  g  there  were  fome  fpeoies  which  I  had  never  be* 
fore  feen,  particularly  a  fort  of  apple,  about  the  iize 
of  a  common  orange,  with  a  fmooth  ildn,  of'  a  yeU 
lowifh  colour,  very  foft  and  frtrcet,  or  rather  lufcioi^s  j 
iJfo  a  fruit  about  the  bignefs  of  a  wakiut,  but  quite 
round,  refembling  in  tafte  a  prune,  but  far  niore  de^ 
licious :  It  contains  a  fmooth  hard  ftone,  and  the 
whole  is  covered  with  a  thin  brownifli  ffaeH,  fo  brittle 
that  it  is  eafity  broken  between  the  finger  and  thumbs 
Some  of  thefe  fhells  are  rough,  and  others  fmooth^ 
They  ferve  to  prevent  the  tiender  fruit  from  being  de- 
voured by  birds,  and  from  filing  duft  ;  and,  what  is 
fomething  uncommon,  the  fruit  does  not  adhere  to 
the  fliell^  but  a  fmall  vacuity  is  left  between  thon^ 
It  is  not  only  pleafant  to  the  tafte,  but  is  accounted 
very  wholefome. 

The  5th,  the  ambaifador  had  a  thifd  audience  of 
the  Emperor,  in  the  palace  at  Pekin.  As  fome  affairs 
tt:lating  to  the  two  Empires  were  to  be  difcu&d,  the 
fecretary  €mly,  M.  de  Lange,  accompanied  the  ambaf* 
fador.  After  he  was  introduced,  the  Emperor  told 
him;  he  had  giVen  orders  to  the  tribunal  for  wefteni 
affairs  to  hear  the  fubjeft  of  his  commiffion,  and  then 
retired  lb  his  own  apartments,  leaving  hfs^  minifters  to 
tranfafb  the  bufinefs,  which  was  foon  finiflied  on  thi» 
occafi(Hi ;  and  the  ambafiador  returned  to  his  lod- 
gings. 

Nftf  .  mis 
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i^/ui  r^^sikii  TTT?,,":;  the  err,-  csi^isr  oc  czi 
Tii  l-T:  tr  ♦Jse  bviisry  of  the  pre£as: 
f'f,  on  tht  foHawiag  otcifioa. 

Abo^  tbc  year  i6S3,  there  tzypestd  a  ciiftfCBce 
b^wijct  the  fforennncct  of  Siberia  and  tlie  ChmeCe, 


calkd 


hzd  bu!k  upon  the  banks  of  the  rirer  Amam.     The 

C^anele  alleged  the  fort  m^as  eredcd  oq  their  tcnito- 

rics  ;  and,  yaXovA  of  the  appfoach  of  fuch  powerful 

ndgbbourt,  made  fereral  £ruitids  leprefentatiofis  to 

the  gorernour  of  Siberia  to  ha^e  it  demoliihed.    The 

Emperor,  at  lafV^  impaticnf  of  longier  dday,  icnt  an 

army  of  abore  one  hundred  thoiTfand  me^  to  do  by 

force  what  could  not  be  accompKflied  by  negotiation. 

lliey  invefted  the  place  en  all  fides,  and  raifed  batte«> 

ries  agiunft  it     After  a  vigorous  defence,  the  garri^ 

fon,  confifting  of  about  thiee  or  four  hundred  Cof- 

facks,  was  obliged  to  furrender  f<Ar  want  of  prorifions. 

No  terms  could  be  obtained ;  and  all  the  Ruffians 

were  made  prifoners  of  war.      In  cc»yfaquence  of 

which  they  were  carried  to  Pekin,  where  the  Emperor 

generoufly  alHgned  them  houies  apart  from  the  reft 

of  the  inhabitants,  permitted  the-  free  exercife  of  their 

religion,  and  gave  them  a  daily  allowan^  equal  with 

his  own  foldiers.     By  this  mild  treatment  they  were 

enabled  to  build  the  little  chapd  wUch  they  ftiH 

poflefs.    The  ddcendants  of  thefe  prilbners  are  pretty 

numerous,  and  ufefiil  to  their  countrymen,  the  Eidt 

fians,  as  interpreters.      I  fonnerly  mentioned  dnt 

thefe 
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^fe  difputes  were  ended  on  die  following  terms }  the 
prifoners  on  both  fides  were  to  remain  unexchanged, 
and  the  fort  of  Albs^2sin  to  be  deftrpyed  i  fmce  which 
lime,  the  two  empires  hwe  continued  in  good  correfr 
{>ondence.  The  inhabitiuits  of  Siberia,  indeed,  regret 
much  the  lofs  of  their  fort,  as  it  flood  in  a  fine  elim- 
inate, gave  them  pofleflion  of  a  large  extent  of  coun- 
try northward  from  the  Amoor ;  and,  befides,  open^ 
ed  a  pafiage  down  that  river  to  the  Japanefe  Ocean* 
It  ^peas,  however,  the  occafion  of  eftablifliing  the  Greek 
church  in  China,  which  ftill  continues '  to  flouri&^ 
ejiough  its  members  are  not  very  numerous.  As  one 
^eft  dies,  another  from  Siberia  fucceeds  him,  who 
minds  chiefly  his  own  fmall  flock^  and  thinks  very 
little  of  making  converts.  This  circumftance  pre- 
vents their  being  obnoxious  to  the  Roman  miffionaries, 
who  can  have  no  fufpicion  of  their  interfenng  with 
the-interefts  of  their  church.  Tliefe  miffionaries  are 
conftantly  employed  in  making  profelytes,.  and  their 
endeavours  have  been  attended  with  fome  fuccefs. 

The  7th,  we  dined  at  the  alleggada's,  where  we 
were  magnificmitly  entertained.  There  was  no  other 
company  but  ourfelves,  and  we  (laid  the  whole  day* 
This  was  the  moft  elegant,  and  complete  enter tainr 
ment.  of  any  I  faw  in  China. 

About  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  chairs  were 
fent  Sox  the  ambaffaldor  and  gentlemen  of  the  retinue, 
and  horfes  for  the  fervants,  though  the  prime  mini- 
iler^s  houfe  was  very  near  our  lodgings.  The  chairs 
:w«re  carried  through  two  courts,  and  fet  down  at  the 
ea^jjlitto  ft  hall,  where  the  alleggada  waited  to  re- 
iseive  the  ambaffador.  After  entering  the  hall,  we 
:    •  ,  were* 
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were  feated  on  neat  cane  chairs>  with  japanned  frames, 
inlaid  with  mother  of  pearL  llie  apartmrat  itfelf 
was  very  (impley  open  to  the  fojath,  and  the  roof  fup« 
ported  on  that  fide  by  a  row,  of  well-turned  wooden 
piilara.  It  bad  no  deling,  but  the  raft  .rs  appeared 
finely  poliflied,  and  perfcdly  clean.  The  floor  wa3 
paved  with  a  checker-work  of  white  and  black  mar- 
ble 'y  and  in  the  middle  of  it  flood  %  large  brafs  chaf-* 
ing-difb,  in  (hape  of  an  urn,  full  of  charcoaL  At  tke 
entry  were  placed  two  large  China  cifterns,  filled  with 
pure  water,  in  which  played  fome  fcores  of  fmall  fiflies^ 
catching  at  crumbs  of  bread  thrown  into  the  water, 
Thefe  fifhes  are  ^bout  the  fize  of  a  minnow,  but  of  a 
different  ihape,  and  beautifully  varied  with  r^d,  white, 
and  yellow  fpots,  and  therefore  called  the  gold  an4 
filver  fiih.  I  never  faw  any  of  them  out  of  this  couni> 
try,  though,  I  imagine,  they  mi^ht  eafily  be  brought 
to  Europe,  as  they  are  by  no  means  of  the  tendef 
kind.  I  had  about  twenty  of  them  (fcanding  in  awin^ 
4ow  at  my  lodgings ;  in  a  morning,  after  a  jfrofty 
night,  I  found  all  the  water  frozen,  moil  of  tlie  fiflies 
(liff,  and  feemingly  dead  -,  but,  on  putting  them  into 
f:old  frefli  water,  they  all  recovered,  except  two  or 
three. 

After  wc  had  drunk  a  difh  of  tea,  a  collation  of 
broths  and  viftuals  was  placed  on  the  tables,  inter^ 
mixed  with  variety  of  fruits  and  cpnfecUons.  .  Every 
perfon  had  a  table  apart,  and  all  were  ferved  in  the 
iame  manner,  /rhis  repaft,  it  fcetnst  was  only  breaks 
fail,  though  it  might  well  have  paifed  for  dinner. 

After  this  entertainment,  the  alleggada  carried  us 
^rft  to  fee  his  dogs,  of  whicli  he  had  great  variety.    J 

formerly 


formerly  obferved  th^t  tbss  gendeman  was  a  gttat 
%prtfman*  He  took  greater  pleafure  in  ta&ing  of 
hounda  than  politicis ;  though^  at  the  fame  tiime^  he 
bad  the  chajraS:er  of  a  very  able  minifter  and  ah  ho» 
fveft  man* 

We  were  now  conduced  through  aU  the  different 
apartments  of  his  houfe,  excepting  only  thof(^  of  the 
Jadies,  to  which  none  have  accefs  but  himfelf,  and  th« 
eunuchs  who  attend  them.  We  jTaw  a  noble  cojlee* 
tion  of  many  curiofuies,  both  natural  and  artificial  { 
particularly  a  large  quantity  of  old  porcelain  or  ChLi 
na  ware,  made  in  China  and  Japan,  and  at  iH-efent  to 
])e  fo^nd  only  in  the  cabinets  of  the  curious.  They 
f:pnfifted  cluefly  of  a  great  number  of  jar^  of  different 
fizjes*  He  took  much  pleafure  in  telling  when  and 
where  they  were  manufa£lured ;  and,  as  far  a9  I  can 
n&member,  many  of  them  were  above  two  thoufand 
years  old.  He  added,  that,  both  in  China  aiiid  Japan« 
they  bad  {oft  the  art  of  piaking  porcelahi  in  that  per^ 
fe£lion  they  did  in  former  times  ;  and  the  fault,  in  hit 
opinion,  lay  in  the  preparation  of  the  materials. 
Theie  curiofities  were  piled  up  on  (helves  to  the  verv 
roof  of  the  houfe,  and  in  fuch  order  and  fymmetry 
as  had  a  pretty  effed. 

From  the  houfe  w^  went  into  a  little  garden,  in* 
iplofed  with  a  high  brick^wall.  In  the  middle  of  it 
Itood  a  fmall  balbn,  full  of  water^  furrounded  with 
fev^ral  old  crooked  trees  and  flirubs )  among  which  { 
fa^  that  which  produces  the  famous  tea.  Th<  cU* 
mate  about  Pekm  being  too  cold  for  this  (hnibi  ther^ 
are  only  a  few  bufhes  of  it  to  be  found  In  the  gardeny 
gf  fjie  curious.    |  (hall  not  at  pref^^t  enlarge  on  this 

Mfcft4 
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ufefiil  plant,  which  appeared  Ukc  a  cumnt-boih,  as 
an  opportunity  will  occur  of  giving  a  fuller  account 
of  it  before  I  leave  this  place.  There  was  1  walk 
round  the  garden,  which,  together  with  that  in  the 
middle,  was  covered  with  finall  gravd.  At  6ach  cad 
of  the  middle,  walk  was  a  piece  of  aftificial  rock* 
work,  with  water  running  under  it,  thfough  holea  ib 
natural  they  looked  as  if  made  by  the  current  of  the 
ftream.  The  rocks  were  about  feven  feet  high,  and 
(haded  with  fome  old  bended  trees.  This  garden, 
and  many  cHhers  in  China,  difplay  the  tafte  of  the 
inhabitants  for  imitating  nature. 

From  the  garden  we  were  called  to  dinner,  where 
we  found  a  plentiful  and  elegant  entertainment^  fist 
out  in  the  fineft  order,  far  exceeding  any  thiilg  of  that 
kind  we  had  feen  before.  We  had  no  muiic  nor 
dancing ;  and  the  whole  was  condu&ed  with  furpri* 
iing  decency  and  regularity.  The  entertainment  kft- 
ed  about  two  hours,  afiter  which  we  returned  to  our 
lodgings. 

This  day,  our  gates  were  opaied  to  people  of  dl 
chara&ers,  and  mcBchants  and  others  allowed  to  go 
in  and  out  at  pleafure.  Though  all  communication 
was  not  prohibited  before  this  time,  it  was,  however;; 
difficult,  and  not  to  be  obtsdned  without  permiffian  of 
the  proper  officer.  .         .^-. 

The  8th,  we  duied  at  the  (buth  convent,  where  the 
Italian  miffionaries  generally  refide.  Here  aU  the 
Jdfuits  in  the  place,  to  the  number  of  ten  or  twelvci 
were  aflembled.  We-  met  with  a  friendly  receptianj 
gnd  a  moft  fplendid  entertainment. 
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ybk  convent  ftands  mihm  the  city,  upon  a  piece 
of  ground  given  to  the  fathers  by  the  Emperor.  He 
gave  sdfo  ten  Abo&nd  ounces  of  filver  towavds  build- 
ing ^gnd  adorning  the  chapei,  which  is  indeed  very 
neat,  and  handfomely  decotated  with  pidures  of 
iaints,  and  feripture-pieces,  by  the  bdl  bands.  An 
account  of  this  remarkable  b&)^a€don  of  the  Empe- 
ror Kamhi  is  cut  out,  in  the  Chinefe  language,  in 
letters  of  gold,  and  fixed  above  the  great  gate,  which 
mak^  the  place  more  refpefted.  When  we  arrived, 
one  of  the  priefts  was  officiating  in  the  chapel,  where 
were  aflembled  about  one  hundred  Chinefe  converts. 
At  dinner  we  had  a  few  bottles  of  wine,  made  in  the 
convent;  but  I  cannot  fay  it  was  good,  though  the 
grapes  were  fine,  and  of  an  agreeable  tafte. 
,  After  dinner,  we  were  conduced  to  the  Emperor's 
ftaUes,  where  the  elephants  aire  kept.  The  keeper 
lt(ked  the  ambaflador  to  walk  into  his  apartments  till 
they  were  equipped ;  then  we  went  into  the  courts 
and  faw  thefe  huge  animals  richly  cs^arifoned  in  gold 
and  filler  ftuffs.  Each  had  a  rider  on  his  bacic»  who 
held  in  thdr  hands  fmall  battle-axes,  with  a  fiiarp 
pike  at  one  end,  to  drive  and  guide  them.  We  flood 
about  an  hour  admiring  thofe  fagacious  animals ;  fome 
of  them  very  large,  who,  paffing  before  us  at  equal  dif** 
tances,  returned  again  behind  the  flables,  and  fo  on 
fotmd  and  rounds  till  there  ieemed  to  be  no  end  of  the 
proceffion. .  The  plot,  however,  was  at  lafl  difcovered 
by  the  features  and  drefs  of  the  riders ;  and  the  chief 
keeper  told  us  there  were  only  fixty  of  them.  The  cli- 
mate aboiit  Pekin  is  too  cdid  for  them  to  breed ;  and 
«U  ihefe  were  brought  from  warmer  countries.     The 
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Evapcmr  keq>s  them  only  for  fliaw,  and  makes  tid 
afe  of  diem,  at  kaft  in  thefe  nordiem  parts.  Spxne 
cf  tfaem  were  brought  near  tp  the  place  where  we  fat^ 
and  made  obeifance  to  us,  by  kneeling  and  making 
a  dreadful  noife ;  others  fucked  up  water  from  velTels, 
and  fpouted  it  through  their  trunks  among  the  mob^ 
or  wherever  the  rider  direded.  The  fagacity  of  theftf 
animals  is  moft  furpriiing,  and  approaches  fo  near  tor 
reafofi^  that,  in  this  refped,  they  furpals  all  the  brute 
fjreation.  After  this  fiioix%  we  took  leave  of  tho 
Jefuits,  who  had  accompanied  us  hither,  and  returned 
to  our  lodgings.     . 

NcKt  day,  all  the  gentlemen  dined  at  the  palace  of 
the  Emperor's  ninth  fon,  in  confequence  of  an  invita^ 
tion  from  his  chief  eunuch,  who  is  a  great  friend  ta 
the  Ruffia  houfe.  As  the  invitation  was  not  from  the 
Prince,  the  ambaflador  would  not  accept  of  it.  Our 
lentertainment  was  very  magmficent,  and  accompanied 
with  mufic,  dancing,  and  a  kind  of  cofflMy,  which 
lafted  moft  part  of  the  day.  The  comedians  were  of 
both  texez  ;  if  the  women's  parts  were  not  perform-' 
cd  by  boys  drefled  like  afbefles.  As  the  play  wa^ 
in  the  Chinefe  language,  I  could  miderftand  nothing 
of  it,  except  from  the  gefture  and  adion  of  the  perform 
mers.  It  ieemed  to  be  a  parcel  of  detached  diffimilar 
i&tcdudes,  whhout  any  principal  end,  or  unity  of 
defign*  I  fhall,  therefore,  only  menticm  one  fcene^ 
trhidi  af^eared  to  me  the  moft  extraordinary.  There 
entered  on  the  fts^  feven  warriors,  all  in  armoury 
with  different  weapons  in  their  hands,  and  tenr&Ie 
vizards  on  their  faces.  After  they  had  taken  a  feW 
iuxns  about  the  ftage,  and  furveyed  eadi  otho^s  ai^ 
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WMutj  they  at  laft  fell  a  qtiarrellilig  j  £in(l,  in  th^  en« 
«ouliter)  one  of  the  heroes  was  fiain.  Thea  an  angel 
defcended  from  the  clotids^  in  a  flaih  5f  lightning, 
wilh  a  monflrous  fword  in  hia  hand,  and  foon  p&rted 
the  combatants,  by  driving  them  all  off  the  ft  age  ^ 
which  done,  he  afcended  in  the  fame  manner  he  came 
down,  in  a  cloud  of  fire  and  fmoke.  This  fcene  was 
fucceeded  by  feveral  comical  forces,  which  to  me 
feemed  very  diverting,  though  in  a  language  1  did 
not  underftand.  The  laft  charafter  that  appeared 
on  the  ftage  was  a  European  gentleman,  completely 
dreffed,  having  all  his  cloaths  bedaubed  with  gold 
and  filver  lace.  He  pulled  off  his  hat,  and  made  a 
profound  reverence  to  all  that  paffed  him,  I  fhall 
leave  it  to  any  one  to  imagine,  what  an  awkward 
figure  a  Chinefe  muff  make  in  Ihi^  ridiculous  habit. 
This  fcene  was  interrupted,  and  the  performers  dif- 
miffed,  by  the  matter  of  the  feait,  from  a  fufpicion 
that  his  gdltfls  might  take  offence.  The  play  being 
finiihed,  we  were  entertained  with  jugglers,  who  ex- 
hibited a  variety  of  legerdemain  tricks  with  great 
ddxt^ty. 

The  banquet  was  j^olonged  the  whole  day,  ex(}ep- 
ting  the  time  fpent  in  thefe  interludes.  No  foonef 
was  ope  courfe  carried  off,  than  another  was  inftantly 
placed  upon  the  tables,  and  the  whole  concluded  with 
defelts  of  fruits  and  fweet-meats/  One  would  fcsirc^ 
have  imagined,  that  luxury  had  made.fuch  progrefs 
ULtaojig  the  fober  arid  mduffrious  Chinefe.  It  muft 
itideed  be  obliprved,  that  there  is  ahiioft  no  drinking 
»lhd(t  ^ntettatoKents,  as  they  nfe  no  liquor  on  the^ 

oca&om  ton  t4si^  i^  i4dw  aMt  thai  a  dntti  of  im 
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arrack.  The  Chlnefe  handle  the  two  ivory  or  woode& 
pins,  which  they  ufe  inflead  of  forks,  with  fuch  dez-* 
terity,  that  they  can  even  take  up  needles  with  them. 
In  place  of  napkins  they  fometimes  employ  a  few 
fquare  pieces  of  paper. 


CHAR     X 


CONTINUATION  OF  OCCURRENCES  AT  PEKIN,  &c 

JL  HE  day  following,  the  ambaffador  had.  a  fourth 
audience  of  the  Emperor,  at  the  palace  in.  the  city. 
This  interview  was  alfo  private,  and  the  ambaffador 
was  attended  onfy  by  his  fecretary.  The  Emperor 
repeated  the  aflurances  of  his  friendfhip  for  his  Czarifh 
Majefty,  talked  ftrongly  on  the  vanity  and  uncertain- 
ty of  all  human  affairs,  adding,  that  he  was  now  an 
old  man,  and,  by  the  courfe  of  nature,  could  not 
live  long,  and  defired  to  die  in  peace  with  God  and 
all  mankind.  At  t^Jung  leave,  each  of  them  was 
prefented  with  a  complete  Chinefe  fuit  pf  cloatba,  made 
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df  ftrong  filk,  interwoven  with  dragons  claws^  and 
lined  with  fable. 

The  1 2th,  we  dined  at  the  French  or  weftem  conr 
vent,  where  We  again  found  all  the  miffionaries.    The 
chapel,  and  other  edifices,  are  handfome,  but  not  fo 
grand  as  the  Italian  convent.     Father  Paranim  is  pre- 
iident  of  this  convent ;  he  is  a  man  of  parts  and  ad- 
drefs,  and  in  great  favour  with  the  Emperor.     I  was 
informed  this  entertainment  was  given  at  the  expence 
of  the  courts  and  had  fome  reafon  to  believe  it  was 
fo,  as  it  fki:  exceeded  what  might  reafonably  be  ex- 
peded  from  the  Jefuits.     The  Emperor's  band  of 
mufic  played  all  the  time  of  dinner;  after  which  we 
had  jugglers  and.  tumblers  of  great  adivity.     Among 
the  many  feats  and  tricks  performed  by  thefe  people^ 
I  fliall  only  mention  two  or  three,  which  feemed  mod 
uncommon.     The  roof  of  the  room  where  we  fat 
was  fupported  by  wooden  pillars*     The  juggler  took 
a  gemlet,  with  which  he  bored  one  of  the  pillars,  and 
aiked,  whether  we  chofe  red  or  white  wine  ?   The 
queftion  being  anfwered,  he  pulled  out  the  gemlet, 
and  put  a  quill  in  the  hole,  through  which  run,  as  frotn 
a  cafc,  the  wine  demanded.     After  the  fame  manner, 
he  extrafted  feveral  forts  of  liquors,  all  which  I  had 
the  curiofity  to  tafle,  and  found  them  good  of  their 
kinds. 

Another  of  thefe  expert  youths  took  three  long 
fharp-pointed  knives,  and  throwing  them  up  by  turns, 
kept  one  always  in  each  hand,  and  the  third  in  the  air. 
This  he  continued  to  perform  for  a  confiderable  time, 
catching  conftantly  the  falling  knife  by  the  handle, 
without  ever  allowing  it  to  touch  the  floor.     The 
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knives  were  exceeding  (harp,  fo  that,  had  h^  mifled 
laying  hold  of  the  handles,  he  mufl  infallibly  have 
loft  feme  of  his  fingers. 

The  fame  perfon  took  a  wooden  ball,  fomewhat 
lefs  than  thofe  commonly  ufed  in  bowling-greons, 
with  a  hole  through  the  middle  of  it,  and  a  rod  two 
feet  long,  about  the  fize  of  a  walking  flafF,  pointed 
at  the  extremity,  to  fit  the  hole  in  the  balK  He  then 
tofled  the  ball  above  a  yard  high,  and  caught  it  again 
upon  the  point  of  the  rod,  not  in  the  hole  of  the  ball, 
but  wherever  it  happened  to  meet  the  point ;  and,  in 
this  manner,  he  continued  to  throw  up  and  catch  the 
ball  for  a  confiderable  time.  He  now  placed  the 
ball  upon  the  point  of  the  rod,  taking  no  notice  of 
the  hole,  and  twirled  it  round  like  a  top  fo  quickly, 
that  the  motion  could  not  be  obferved*  Tbis^  feemed 
extremely  dexterous,  for  all  the  while  he  played  with 
the  ball  in  appearance ;  and,  when  the  motion  began 
to  flacken,  gave  it  a  freih  twirl  with  his. hand,  as  if 
the  rod  and  ball  had  been  faftened  to  each  other. 

This  perfon  alfo  placed  a  large  earthen  difh,  abov^ 
eighteen  inches  diameter,  upon  the  point  of  the  f^me 
rod,  and  twirled  it  round  in  the  feme  manner  as  he 
did  the  ball.  During  this  fwift  motion,  he  did  not 
always  keep  the  point  in  the  centre  of  the  vdM ;  on 
the  contrary,  he  often  held  it  witliin  three  inches  of 
the  brim.     I  &all  only  mention  one  inftance  more. 

There  were  placed  ereft,  upon  the  pavement  of  the 
room,  two  bamboos,  \('hich  are  a  kind  of  cane.  Th^ 
length  of  them*  was  about  twenty-five  feet ;  at  the 
lower  end,  I  reckon  them  to  be  near  five  inches  dia* 
met^,  and  at  the  top  about  the  breadth  of  a  crown. 
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|>iece.  'They  were  ftraight,  light,  and  fmooth,  and 
each  fupported  by  two  men.  Two  boys  then  climbed 
up  the  poles,  without  the  lead  afliftance ;  and,  having 
reached  the  top,  (tood  upright,  fometimes  on  one  foot, 
and  fometimes  on  the  other,  and  then  upon  their 
heads.  This  being  done,  they  laid  one  hand  on  the 
top  of  the  pole,  and  flretched  out  their  bodies  almoft 
at  right  angles  to  it.  In  this  podure  they  continued 
for  a  confiderable  time,  and  even  fhifted  hands.  I 
obferved  th^it  much  dq>ended  on  the  men  who  held 
the  poles  ;  one  of  the  two  at  each  pole  having  it  fixed 
to  his  girdle,  and  they  kept  a  fteady  eye  on  the  motions 
of  the  boys.  There  were  about  ^  twenty  or  thirty  o£ 
thefe  performers,  who  all  belong  to  the  Emperor,  and 
never  difplay  their  art  without  his  permifGon.  I  am 
fully  perfuaded  that,  in  tricks  and  feats  of  dexterity, 
few  nations  can  equal,  and  none  excel,  the  Chi- 
nefe. 

After  thefe  diverfions,  we  were  conduded  to  the 
Emperor's  glafs-houfe,  which  his  Imperial  Majefty 
often  vifits  with  pkafure.  It  was  erefted  by  himfelf^ 
and  is  the  firft  manufadory  of  the  kind  that  ever  was 
in  China.  The  perfon  employed  to  fuperintend  and 
carry  on  this  defign  was  Kilian  Stumpff,  a  German 
father,  lately  deceafed ;  ^  man  in  great  favour  with 
the  Emperor,  and  well  known  in  China  for  his  inge^ 
nuity  and  literature.  His  Majefty  is  fo  fond  of  this 
glafs-work,  that  he  fent  feveral  of  the  moft  curious  of 
its  produdions  in  a  prefent  to  his  Czariih  Majefty.  It 
is  furpri^mg  that  the  Chinefe,  who  have  been*  con^ 
ftantly  employed  (or  fo  many  ages  in  the  manufadure 
of  China-ware,  fhould  never  have  ftumt^ed  upon  that 
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of  glafs.  This  fliows  evidently,  that  the  degree  ai 
heat  neceflary  in  their  ovens  mud  not  be  very  great, 
or  their  materials  free  from  fand  ;  for  it  is  certain  they 
had  no  knowledge  of  glafs  of  any  kind  till  this  houfe 
was  ereded.  1  -was  informed,  that,  not  long  *  ago, 
fome  Europeans  brought  to  Canton  a  parcel  of  prifms, 
or  triangular  glafles,  which  the  Chinefe  took  for  na- 
tural productions  of  rock  cryilal,  and  bought  them  at 
the  rate  of  one  hundred  ounces  of  filver  a-piece :  But, 
from  the  great  quantity  imported,  they  foon  difcovered 
their  miitake. 

On  the  evening  of  the  14th,  an  officer  came  from 
court,  defiring  the  ambaflador  to  wait  on  the  Empe- 
ror at  his  palace  of  Tzangfuang,  and  bring  his  muli- 
cians  along  with  him.     Thefe  confiited  of  performers 

on  violins,  trumpets,  and  kettle-drums. 

« 

Next  day,  we  arrived  at  the  palace  about  ten  of 
the  clock,  and  had  immediate  admittance  to  the  Em- 
peror's private  apartments,  few  being  prefent  but  the 
officers  of  the  houfliold  and  Father  Paranim.  Alter 
a  fhort  conference,  the  mufic  was  ordered  to  play* 
There  were  in  the  room  ten  or  twelve  of  the  Empe- 
ror's grandfons,  who  feemed  much  entertained  with 
the  inftruments.  I  aiked  an  elderly  gentleman  who 
ilood  by  me,  how  he  liked  the  mufic  ?  he  faid  it  was 
very  good,  but  their  own  was  better.  No  ladies 
were  to  be  feen,  though^  I  believe,  feveral  of  Aem 
were  behind  a  fcreen,  at  the  other  end  of  the  room« 

The  mufic  being  over,  the  Emperor  ordered  one  of 
the'pi:ince8  to  condudb  the  ambalTador  into  the  gardens 
belonging  to  the  palace;  into  which  we  entered, 
along  a  draw-bridge,  over  a  canal  of  pure  water.  They 

abounded 


TO     P  E  K  I  N.  295 

abounded  with  fhaded  walks,  arbours,  and  fi(h  ponds, 
in  the  Chincfe  tafte.  The  young  princes  entertained 
themfelves  by  fhooting  with  bows  and  arrows.  Some 
of  them  difplayed  great  dexterity,  being  accuflomed 
from  their  infancy  to  this  exercife,  which  is  accounted 
both  genteel  and  healthy  ;  as  the  drawing  of  the  bow 
extends  and  ftrengthens  the  mufcJes'  both  of  the 
bread  and  arms.  One  of  the  princes  Ihewed  us  a 
bow  and  arrows  ufed  by  the  Emperor  when  young, 
by  which  it  appeared  that  he  had  been  a  perfon  of 
extraordinary  bodily  ftrength.  After  we  had  fur- 
veyed  the  gardens  in  every  quarter,  we  took  kave  of 
the  princes,  and  returned  to  the  city. 

This  day,  arrived  in  Pekin  Signioi-  Mezzobarba, 
ambaffador  from  his  Holinefs  the  Pope  to  the  Empe- 
ror. This  gentleman  was  a  cardinal,  and  patriarch 
of  Alexandria.  His  retinue  was  compofed  of  ecclefi- 
aftics  of  different  orders,  and  a  few  fervants,  who 
were  all  lodged  in  the  Italian  convent.  They  came 
from  Europe  to  Macao  in  a  Portuguefe  fhip,  from 
thence  to  Canton,  and  then  by  land  to  this  place. 

The  defign  of  this  embaffy  was  to  inquire  into  the 
difputes  and  mifunderflanding  that  ^ad  lately  arifen 
in  this  country  between  the  Jefuits  and  Dominicans, 
relating  to  certain  rites  annually  performed  by  the 
Chinefe  Chriftians,  at  the  tombs  of  their  deceafed 
parents,  or  other  relations.  This  cuftom  feems  to  be 
the  fame  with  that  of  the  parentalia  anciently  in  ufe 
among  the  Greeks  and  Romans*  It  is  univcrfal  ii^ 
China/  from  the  Emperor  to  the  meaneft  peafant.  It 
feems  the  Jefuit}<  permitted  their  converts  to  vifit  the 
tombs  of  their  relations  j  alleging,  that^  without  fuch 
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indulgence,  no  perfon  would  embrace  ChrUlianity^ 
and  that  time  would  wean  them  from  fuch  foperfti^ 
tioug  ceremom'es.  The  Dominicans^  on  the  other 
hand,  afErmed  that  it  was  next  to  idolatry,  and  declar-> 
ed  it  unlawful  to  allow  any  fuch  cuftom,  (Iri^ly  pro- 
hibiting all  conformity^  in  their  copverts.  Thefe  dif« 
ferences,  in  all  probability,  will  not  foon  be  deter- 
mined. The  Emperor  himfelf  tried  to  make  the 
parties  compromife  matters  ;  but,  finding  his  endea- 
vours ineffectual,  he  left  them  to  agree  or  dilute 
according  to  their  pleafure.  He  inclined,  indeed^  to 
favour  the  opinion  of  the  Jefuits^  which  he  thought 
mod  reafonable.  At  any  rate,  it  miiil  be  acknow- 
ledged an  inflance  of  uncommon  condefceniion,  for 
an  heathen  Emperor  to  intereil  himfelf  fo  mu^h  in  the 
peace  of  a  Chriitian  church* 

The  1 6th,  Mr  De  Lange  and  I  paid  a  vifit  to  the 
Fathers  Fridelly  and  Keaggler,  at  the  Oriental  or  Get- 
man  convent.  This  place  is  large  enough ;  but  nei- 
ther the  chapel  nor  buildings  are  near  fo  magmficent 
as  thofe  of  the  other  two  convents.  It  is  called  on- 
ental,  becaufe  fituated  in  the  eaflem  diftrid  of  the 
city..  Both  thefe  fathers,  and  feveral  other  ecclefi- 
aftics  of  inferior  rank  in*  this  convent,  are  Germans. 
One  of  the  fathers  wag  a  clock-maker  ;  and,  by  fuch 
means,  they  frequently  infinuate  themfelyes  into  ac« 
quaintance  with  people  of  diflin&ion,  who  proteft 
tliem  in  times  of  danger.  For,  in  China,  they  hare 
ftill  a  great  number  of  enemies,  who  would  gladly 
fee  both  them  and  their  religion  extirpated ;  iTut  the 
favour  of  the  prefent  Empero'r  hath,  hitherto  pre- 
vented  or  difappointed  the  defign  of  fuch  perfbns. 

The 
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.  TThe  17th,  I  fent  to  inform  the  Captain  of  the  Chi- 
neie  guards  diat  I  intended  to  take  a  turn  through. 
<he  city,  who  immediately  gave  orders  for  a  foldier  to 
attend  me.  When  we  pafled  through  the  gate,  the 
clerk  marked  our  names  in  his  book,  and  daihed- 
thepi  out  at  our  return. .  I  went  into  feverai  fhops, 
where  were  fold  di£ferent  kinds  of  merchaildife  ;  par- 
ticularly thofe  of  the  goldfmiths,  whofe  bufinefs  it  is  ' 
to  exchange  gold  for  fUver,  or  filver  for/gold.  In 
tbefe  (hops  are  found  vait  quantities  of  thofe  valuable 
metals,  call  into  bars  of  different  iizes,  and  piled  up 
one  upon  another ;  which  are  fold  only  by  weight,  as 
there  is  no  current  coin  in  this  coimtry ;  except  one 
imall  round  piece  of  brais,  with  a  fquare  hole  in  the 
middle,  through  which  may  be  run  a  firing,  for  the 
convenience  of  carrying  them  to  market.  This  coin, 
called  jofs  by  the  Chinefe,  is  about  the  value  of  one 
tenth .  of  a  penny  Sterling,  and  is  extremely  ufeful 
among  the  common  people.  With  one  of  them  a 
man  can  buy  a  difli  of  hot  tea,  a  pipe  of  tobacco,  or 
a  dram  of  brandy,  in  the  flreets ;  and  a  beggar  may 
dine  for  three  of  them.  There  are,  indeed,  few  beg* 
gars  to  be  feen  in  the  city  ;  but,  norwdthftanding  the 
labour  and  induftry  of  the  inhabitants,  they  are  Xo  nu- 
merous, that  it  is  hardly  poffible  to  prevent  many 
from  being  reduced  to  the  utmoft  neceffity.  There  are 
cooks  ihops,  where  dogs  and  cats,  and  fuch  other 
creatures,.aredrefled  for  the  etitertainment  of  thefe 
people.  Thefe  coins  have  £amhi,  the  name  of  the  Em- 
peror, on  pne  fide,  and  the  words  Tu;n  Pao,  or  the 
luuverfal, price,  on  the, other. 

P^p.  When 
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When  the  Chinefe  have  occafion  to  buy  any  thin^ 
above  the  value  of  fixpence,  they  cut  oflF  a  piece  of 
filver,  and  weigh  it,  which  is  done  in  a  trice. 

Although  the  want  of  current  coin  feems  ill  calcu* 
lated  for  the  difpatch  of  bufinefs,  the  Chinefe  find  nq 
inconvenience  on  that  account.  It  is  in  fo  far  preferable 
to  money,  that  it  lofes  little  by  wearing  in  the  circu* 
iation,  which  coin  does  perhaps  more  than  is  generals 
ly  imagined. 

In  mod  of  the  fhops  I  found  both  men  and  women 
unveiled.  They  were  extremely  complaifant,  and 
gave  me  a  difhof  tea  in  every  fhop.  Thefe  people- 
expofe  their  gold  and  iilver,  and  other  goods  of  va-r 
lue,  with  as  much  freedom  and  fecurity,  as  the  mer- 
chants do  in  London  ov  Amfterdam. 

The  1 9th,  Lange  and  I  went  to  the  French  con- 
vent, but  not  one  of  the  ecclefiaftics  were  at  home, 
having  all  gone  tq  attend  Signor  Me^zobarba  at  an 
audience  of  the  Emperor,  except  an  old  gentleman, 
Monfieur  Bouvett,  who  had  formerly  written  a  fmall 
treatife,  entitled,  *^  Le  Portrait  de  TEmpereur  de  la 
^*  Chine,"  which  he  had  printed  in  Europe. 

The  2oth,  cold  and  windy, 

*rhe  2 1  ft,  froft  and  fnow,  which  fqiteiied  the  air, 
and  laid  the  duft. 

Next  day,  the  ambaffador,  with  Secretary  Lange, 
went  to  the  council  appointed  for  weftem  afiairs,  and 
had  a  conference  on  the  fubje£l  of  his  embafly. 

The  winter  here  lafts  only  about  two  months,  but 
is  very  (harp  and  piercing,  while  the  wind  js  norther- 
ly. If  the  wind,  indeed,  is  fotitherly,'  the  air  is  mild 
jind  plcafant,  and  the  Iky  cl«ar.    I  mentioned  above, 

that 
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ihat  the  Chinefe  have  a  method  of  keeping  themfelves 
leami  during  the  eold^  which  I  (hall  now  deferibe  as 
diftindly  as  I  can « 

m 

In  building  a  houfe^  they  make  two  ftove-holes^ 
one  in  each  fide-wall,  about  three  feet  from  the  gable- 
end.    The  boles  are  a  foot  fquare ;  one  ferves  for  re« 
ceiving  the  fewel,  and  the  other  to  let  out  the  fmoke, 
%hen  the  ftove  is.  finilhed.     There  is  a  partition  of 
brick,  which  runs  from  one  fide  of  the  houfe  to  the 
other,  about  five  or  fix  feet  from  the  gable,  and  only 
eighteen  inehes  high^  which  I  (hall  call  the  front  of 
the  ftoTe^^bench^      Between  this  and  the  gable   are 
built  feveral  other  tjiin  partitions  of  brick,  in  a  direc-* 
tion  at  right  angles  to  the  firft^  having  a  fmall  open« 
ing  at  the  extremity  of  each.     For  example,  fuppofe 
the  paflage  in  the  firil  partition  to  the  right  hand,  and 
in  the  fecond  to  the  left,  and  (o  on,  alternately,  to  the 
iafi,  which  Communicates  with  the  hole,  on  thet}ther 
fide  of  the  room,  for  letting  out  the  fmoke.      Thefe 
divifions  being  made,  the  t^hole  is  arched^  or  other- 
wife  covered  with  brick  ;  above  which  is  laid  a  layer 
of  clay,  or  plafter,  to  prevent  the  fmoke  from  rifing 
through  the  furface..     It  is  plain  that  below  this  bench 
there  will  be  a  winding  channel  for  the  fmoke,  from 
one  fide  of  the  room  to  the  othen     A  few  handful^ 
of  brufh-wood,  ftraw,  or  any  kind  of  fewel,  will 
warm  the  bench,  as  much  as  is  neceflary,  to  work  or 
fleep  without  feeling  cold.r     It  is  generally  covered 
tKrith  mats,  felts,  or  other  thick  fluffs,  according  to  the 
ability  of  the  owner. 

The  2  2d,  Father  Keagglef  cam6  to  vifit  us.    Thi» 
gentleman  had  been  long  in  China,  and  \;^s  well  ac« 

i^uainted 
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quaintcd  with  the  bnguage,  cuftcms,  and  maimers  of^ 
the  country.  In  talking  of  the  extent  of  Pckin,  he 
faid  that  Nankin  is  at  leaft  three  times  as  large*  Ax 
this  rate,  Nankin  muft  be  one  of  the  largeft  cities  in 
the  world.  He  added,  that  !t  wa»  fomcwhat  tlmM- 
nifhed  fmce  the  court  had  left  that  place  to  Fefide  at 
Pekin*  Nankin  is  a  place  of  the  moft  extenfivc  conr- 
mercc,  and  contains  the  greateft  manufeftories,  of  all 

_  _  •  *  • 

forts  of  filk  and  cotton  fluffs,  of  any  city  in  the  coun- 
try, befides  thofe  of  China-ware.  It  is  watered  by  1 
fine  navigable  river,  on  which  are  employed  an  incre- 
dible number  of  boats,  in  carrying  merchandife  and 
paffengers. 

The  23d,  cold  northerly  wind,  and  ftrong  froft; 

The  24th,  Chriflmas*eve ;  the  ambalTador  heard 
divine  fervicc  in  the  Rufs  church. 
'  The  izrjtii,  the  ambaffador,  and  the  whole  retinue 

went  to  church* 

The  Emperor  fent  Father  Fridelly,  accompanied  by 

feveral  mandarins,  with  a  prefent  to  his  Czarifh  Ma- 
jefty,  of  fix  large  boxes  of  tiles,  made  of  China-ware^ 
fit  for  fuch  ftoves  as  are  ufed  in  Ruflia  for  wamriiig 
rooms.  They  were  very  pretty,  blue  and  white^andy* 
with  due  care,  may  laft  for'ages*^ 

January  ift,  1721,  the  Emperor*b  generaf  of  the 
artillery,  together  with  Father  Fridelly,  and  a  gentle- 
man called  Stadlin,  an  old  German,  and  a  watch- 
maker^ dined  at  the  ambafTador's.  He  was  by  birth 
a  Tartar ;  and,  by  his  converfation,  it  appeared  he 
was.  by  no  means  ignorant  in  his  profefEon,'  particu- 
larly wuh  refpefb  to  the  various  compofitions  of  |;un- 
powder  ufed  in  artificial  fire^wdrks:     I  ^iked  him^ 

how 
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how  long  the  Chinefe  tad  known  the  ufe  of  gun- 
powier  ?  H^  replied,  ibovfe  two  thoufand  yeafs,  ia 
fire-works,  accdiidteg'  to  tb^ir  records^  but  that  itV  ap- 
plication to  the  pifipofe^  of  war  was  only  a  late  intro- 
dndion.  As  the  veracity  and  candour  of  this  gentle- 
man were ' wdbfcif^^,  thef e  was-  no  foom  to  queftion 
*he  truth  of  whrfl8e  advanced  on  this  fubjeft. 
•  .  The  conv^r^tH)!!  then  turned  on  printing.  He 
faid  he  c^uld  'not-then  afcertaih  precifely  the  antiquity 
of  this  inventioR'^  %ut  Was  abfolutety  certain  it  was 
muth  toidenter  than  that  of  gun-powder.  It  fe  to 
fee  obferv^;  that  tlieGhinefe  print- with  (lamps,  in 
the  manner  that  cards  are  made  xn- Europe.  Indeed, 
the  connection  between  ftamping  and  printing  is  fa 
clofe  and-obvJbus*,  that  it-is  furprifihg  the'ingienious 
Gi'edcs  and  Rorhan^,  fo  famous  for  f heir  medals^ 
never  cBfcovered  ^he  art  of  pritllmg. 

On  this  occafion.  Father  Fridelly  told  me,  thsit  fe« 
veral  of  the  millenaries,  who  h4d  the  good  fortune 
to  be  in  favour  with  the  Emperor,  had  oft^n  foliated 
that  Prince  to  become  CbriftialA,  and  allow  himfelf 
to  be  baptifed  ;  but  he' always  excufed  himfelf,  by 
laying,  he  worlhipped  the  fame  God  with  the  Chrif- 
tians ;  and  that  fuch  a  change  of  religion- might  oc« 
cafion  fome  difturbance  in  the  empire^  which  by  alt 
means  -  he  would  endeavour  to^  prevent.  Howeveif^ 
this  be,  it  is  certain  that,  on-  Ghriftmas  day,  he  fent 
one  of  his  chief  eunuchs  to  the  Italian  convent,  with 
orders  that  prayers  fliould  be  offered  for  him  ;  which 
Was  ^accordingly  done,  and  theeunucii  remained  ia 
dtiurth  aU  tbs^  time  of  divine  fervice. 

Ne«. 
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Nett  day,  the  ambaflador  had  another  private  au« 
dience  <^  the  Emperor,  at  the  palace  of  Tzan-fliu-* 
yang.  The  weather  being  very  cold,  the  hall  was 
wanned  with  feveral  large  chaffing  diihes  filled  witk 
charcoal.  We  ftaid  above  two  hours ;  during  which 
time  his  Majefty  talked  very  familiarly,  on  various 
fubjeds,  particularly  hiftory }  wherein  he  difcovered 
himfelf  well  acquainted  with  that  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures, as  well  as  of  his  own  country.  He  laid,  that 
the  chronology  of  the  Chinefe  was  far  more  ancient 
than  that  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  i  but  obferved,  that 
it  ended  back  in  &bulous  accounts,  concerning  which 
nothing  certain  could  be  determined. 

As  to  Noah's  flood,  he  affirmed,  that,  at  or  near 
the  fame  time,  there  was  a  great  deluge  in  China, 
which  deftroyed  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  plains,  but 
that  fuch  as  efcaped  to  the  fountains  were  laved. 

He  then  difcourfed  of  the  invention  of  the  load- 
(tone,  which  he  faid  was  known  in  China  above  two 
thoufand  years  ago  j  for,-  it  appeared  from  their  re« 
cords,  that  a  certain  ambaflador,  from  forae  difiani 
ifland  to  the  court  of  China,  miffing  his  courfe,  in  a 
ftorm,  was  call  on  the  Chinefe  coait,  in  the  utmofb 
diftrefs.  The  then  Emperor,  whofe  name  I  have  forv 
got,  after  entertaining  him  hofpitably,  fent  him  back- 
to  his  own  country  j  and,  to  prevent  the  like  misfor- 
tunes in  his  voyage  homeward,  gave  him  a  cempa&  to 
dired  his  courfe« 

The  Emperor  alfo  confirmed  moft  of  the  particu- 
lars mentionedrabove,  concerning  printing  and  gun-> 
powder.  It  is  from  the  Holy  Scriptures,  moft  part  of 
whicli  have  been  tranflated  by  the  miffionaries,  that 

the 
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the  learned  men  in  China  have  acquired  any  know- 
ledge of  the  weftem  ancient  hiftory.  And  their  own 
records,  they  fay,  contain  accounts  of  tranfa&ions  of 
much  greater  antiquity. 

At  taking  leave,  the  Emperor  told  the  ambaiTador, 
that  he  liked  his  converfation.  He  defir^id  to  be  ex- 
(rufed  for  fending  for  him  in  fuch  cold  weather,  and 
fmiling,  &id,  he  knew  the  Ruffians  were  not  afraid  of 
cold. 

I  cannot  omit  taking  notiqp  of  the  good  nature  and 
affability  of  this  ancient  monarch  -  on  all  occafions. 
Though  he  was  now  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age, 
land  fixdeth  of  his  reign,  he  flill  retained  a  found 
judgment,  and  fenfes  entire ;  and  to  me  feemed  more 
^rightly  than  many  of  the  princes  his  fons. 

The  third,  Mr  Secretary  Lange  and  I  dined  at  the 
French  convent,  where  we  found  Signor  Mezzobarba. 
I  never  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  that  gentleman 
at  pur  lodgings,  as  nothing  pafTed  between  him  and 
our  ambaffiidor  but  meffages  of  common  civility  and 
compliment. 

The  fourth,  I  rode  from  our  lodgings,  through  the 
city,  and  went  out  at  the  north  gate,  at  which  we 
entered  on  our  arrival  at  Pekin.  I  proceeded  eaft* 
^ard  to  the  end  of  the  north  wall,  and  then  along  the 
eaft  wall  to  the  fouth  gate,  at  which  I  entered,  and 
returned  to  our  lodgings.  This  tour  took  me  up 
about  two  hours  smd  a  half,  at  a  pretty  round  trot ) 
and,'  at  the  iame  rate,  I  reckon  I  could  have  rode 
quite  round  the  city  in  lefs  than  five  hdurs ;  whence 
a  judgment  may  be  formed  of  the  circumference  of 
the  walls.    The  fuburbs  aUb  are  very  extenfive,  efpe- 

cially 
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ciaUy  j|o  the  eafl  •  and  fouth,  and,^  being  iAterfperliBd 
vnxh  many  burying  places,  all.  inclofed  with  brick- 
walls,  planted  with  cyprefs,  and  othar  ever-greens, 
contribute  much  to  beautify  the  neighbourhood  of 
thifr  great  city*  *  The  Chinefe  are  extremely  attentive 
to  the  fencing  and  ornamenting  thefe  gooves  or  buryn 
ing  places ;  a  natural  confequei^ce  of  their  \mcom* 
mon  refped  for  their  parents  and  relations  while  liv^ 
ing,  and  of  their  extraordinary  veneration  for  them^ 
when. dead.  Annually^  on  certain  days,  they  refort 
to  thefe  gprores,  carrying  proviiions  along  ^ith  them^ 
and  cflebrate  a.kiad  of  feafl;,  in  comoienipration  of 
their  deceived  relations. 

I  ihall  give  an  example  of  the  filial  duty  of  the 
Chinefe,  in  a  ftory  I  have  often  heard  affirmed  for 
true«— A  youth,  finding  his  parents  reduced  to  ex- 
treme poverty,  and  knowing  of  no  means  for  their 
relief,  went  and  fold  himfelf  a$  a  flave,  and,  having 
received  thS  price  from  his  mailer,  immediately 
brought  it  to  his  aged  parents.  When  this  was 
fpent,  the  boy  had  no  other  refource  than  to  run 
away  from  :his  itiaAer^  and*  fell  himf<^lf  again  to  an- 
other ;•  and  this  he  pra&ifed  for  fevend  ^mes,  with, 
the  fame  vi^r,  although'fae  kne^  liie  feverity  of  the 
law  in  fuch  ^<fe8* .  /    .. 

Tht  6th,j(i«hjk  N^iking  through  tite  fbebt,  I  ob« 
ferved  an.  old  beggar  picking  yern^n  f^'^m  biaf  tattered 
^loaths,  and  putting  them  intgt  bis/;K««Mh  ;  a  pr^dk^ 
v^hich, .  it  Xeems,  is  very  cpmtfMi:  amoij^  iJkis  ^afs  ol 
peopte.  ^  When  a  Chinefe  afod.  l^WW..  ^€  a^^.at 
we  another »  the  Tartar^  ia  rq>ro;icb,  .^alls  ^  Chi- 
x]»fe  lQvfe-e»f^|.^4-;Jxf  lat$ej,^A  the 

~  other 
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other  fiih-lkin  coat;  bccaufe  the  Mantzur  Tartars, 
who  live  near  the  river  Amoor,  fubfift  by  fifhing, 
and,  m  fumraer,  wear  coats  made  of  the  fldn^  of 
iifhes.  But  this  habit  is  ufed  only  in  fummer,  for  in 
winter  they  wear  furs. 

The  7th,  the  Emperor  fent  us  a  prefent  of  various 
forts  of  fine  fruits,  particularly  fome  excellent  oranges. 
On  this  occafion.  Father  Fridelly  told  me,  that  the 
tree  was  ftill  Handing  at  Canton,  from  which  the  feed 
was  taken,  that  the  miflionaries  firft  fent  to  Portugal, 
where  it  has  jA'ofpered  fo  wonderfully ;  and,  from 
the  place  whence  it  was  brought,  bears  the  name  of 
the  China-orange.  I  doubt  not  that  with  due.care, 
fome  others  of  the  rare  fruits  and  plants  in  this  coun- 
try, even  tea  itfelf,  might  be  propagated  in  Europe, 
or  in  fome  of  the  American  colonies. 

I  cannot  tell  whether  the  coffee-tree  is  to  be  found 
in  China;  but  I  am  certain  that  none  of  its  feeds  are 
prepared  and  drunk  there,  as  among  the  Perlians, 
Turks,  and  Europeans. 

The  8th,  the  weather  was  much  milder,  the  wind 
foutherly,  with  a  fmall  mizzling  rain,  enough  to  lay 
the  difagreeable  duft. 

Next  day.  Secretary  Lange  and  I  rode  through  the 
ftreets^  to  the  eaflcm  convent,  to  vifit  our  friend 
Fridelly.  As  we  paffed,  we  obferved  a  juggler  divert- 
ing a  crowd.  On  our  coming  near,  he  played  feve- 
ral  tricks  with  great  dexterity.  He  took  an  handful 
of  fmall  pence,  formerly  mentioned,  with  holes  in  the 
middle  of  them,  and  laid  them  on  actable.  He  then 
thruft  them  into  his  noftril,  one  by  one,  with  his 
finger  j  and  ^this  he  continued  to  perform,  till  the 

Q^q  whole 
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whole  was  exhaufted.  After  this,  he  fufpended  an 
iron  chain,  of  round  links,  about  four  feet  long.  He 
then  took  a  moufe  out  of  a  box,  and  made  it  dance 
upon  the  table,  quite  loofe.  Then  the  moufe,  at  his 
order,  went  in  at  one  link  of  the  chain,  and  out  at 
another,  till  it  afcended  to  the  top  j  from  whence  it 
came  down  again,  the  contrary  way,  without  miffing 
fo  much  as  one  Angle  ring. 

The  1 2th,  the  Emperor  came  from  Tzan-fhu-yang, 
to  his  palace  in  the  city. 

The  13th,  the  matter  of  the  ceremonies  came  to 
invite  the  ambaffador  to  court  on  the  1 5th,  the  firft 
day  of  the  new  moon,  and,  according  to  the  Chinefe 
computation,  the  firft  day  of  the  new  year.  This  is 
one  of  their  higheft  feftivals  j  and,  what  added  to  the 
folemnity  of  the  prefent,  was  its  being  the  beginning 
of  a  new  feculum  or  fpace  of  fixty  years,  obferved  by 
the  Chinefe  j  befides,  the  Emperor  had  reigned  all 
the  laft  feculum,  and  was  now  going  to  enter  on  the 
fecond.  On  this  occafion  were  to  be  affembled  fe- 
veral  Tartar  princes,  particularly  the  Kutuchtu,  and 

« 

the  Tufh-du-Chan,  together  with  many  perfons  of 
diftindion  from  Korea,  and  all  the  dominions  of  Chi- 
na. This  featt  begins  on  the  firft  day,  and  continues 
during  the  increafe  of  the  moon. 

The  1 5th,  we  went  early  to  court,  and  found  moft 
of  the  grandees  affembled  in  the  court-yard,  fitting 
on  their  culhions,  and  a  few  of  them  in  the  great 
hall.  We  entered  the  court  at  the  great  gates,  which 
are  feldom  opened,  except  on  fuch  extraordinary  oc- 
cafions.  The  Emperor  foon  came,  and  feated  himfelf 
upon  his  throne,  which  was  more  magnificent  than 

that 
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that  at  Tzan-fhu-yang,  but  like  it  plain  and  unoma- 
mented.  His  Majefty  was  drefied  in*  the  fame  man- 
ner as  at  our  firft  audience.  We  were  placed  within 
the  hall  on  the  right  of  the  throne,  and  Signor  Mez- 
zobarba,  with  the  miffionaries,  at  no  great  diftance 
from  us.  In  the  mean  time,  all  the  people  of  dif- 
tinftion,  who  came  from  diftant  places,  made  their 
nine  bows  to  the  ground  without  the  hall :  And,  as 
there  was  not  room  in  the  hall  to  contain  one  half  of 
the  company,  many  of  them  remained  in  the  court 
during  the  whole  time  of  the  audience.  Our  enter- 
tainment was  almofl  the  fame  as  at  our  firft  audience ; 
which,  therefore,  I  Ihall  not  defcribe. 

The  Emperor  was  very  cheerful ;  and  fent  for  fe- 
veral  of  his  old  acquaintance  to  fpeak  with  him.  The 
Tufh-du'-Chan,  and  fome  other  Tartar  princes  were 
placed  on  the  left  of  the  throne,  with  the  Emperor's 
fons  and  grandfons.  In  a  word,  this  afTembly  ex- 
ceeded, in  number  and  quality,  any  thing  of  the 
kind  I  ever  faw.  I  was  in  hopes  to  have  feen  the 
Kutuchtu  on  this  occafion ;  but  was  informed  that  the 
Emperor,  who  fliows  great  refpeft  to  this  venerable 
prieft,  detained  him  in  his  private  apartments. 

This  palace  occupies  a  large  fpace  of  ground,  en- 
compaffed  with  an  high  brick-wall.  There  are  feveral 
ftreets  for  fervants  and  officers  of  the  houfehold. 
Many  of  the  houfes  are  high,  and  covered  with  yel- 
low vamifhed  tiles,  which  appear  like  gold  in  the 
fun.  Northwaid  from  the  palace  is  a  large  canal,  of 
an  irregular  figure,  where  the  imperial  family  divert 
themfelvcs  by  filhing.  This  canal  is  artificial ;  and 
the  earth  dug  out  of  it  has  raifed  an  high  bank,  from 

whence 
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whinice  you  have  a  full  view  c^  the  dty,  and  the 
country  adjacent,  to  a  confiderable  diftance.  Thu 
mount  lifes  to  a  ridge,  which  is  planted  with  trees, 
refembling  the  wild  and  irregular  fcepes  of  nature 
that  frequently  prefeat  themfelves  in  this  country. 
The  canal  and  mount  are  of  an  equal  length,  which 
I  compute  to  be  about  an  Englifh  mile.  This  muft 
have  been  a  work  of  vaft  ezpence  and  hbour ;  and, 
it  myft  be  confefled,  contributes  greatly  to  the  beaur 
ty  of  the  place. 

The  1 6th,  was  fpent  in  receiving  vifits  of  compli- 
ment from  the  minifters  and  officers  of  the  court,  oi| 
occalion  of  the  new  year. 

Next  day,  the  vifits  were  returned  by  Mr  Secretary 
Lange  and  GlazunofF,  in  name  of  the  ambafiador. 

The  1 8th,  fome  of  the  retinue,  accompanied  with 
a  Chinefe  friend,  went  to  a  great  market,'  held  in  the 
fuburbs,  about  a  mile  without  the  city  to  the  fouth- 
weft.  Here  we  found  a  number  of  toys,  and  things 
of  value,  both  new  and  fecond-hand,  expofed  to  fale 
in  the  open  ftreet. 

Near  this  place  flood  a  magnificent  temple,  the 
doors  of  which  being  open,  we  walked  into  it,  and 
faw,  flanding  at  the  fouth-end,  a  monflrous  image, 
about  twenty.five  feet  high,  carved  and  gilt,  having 
twelve  arms  and  hands,  a  frightful  vifage,  and  great 
goggling  eyes.  By  the  touch  it  feemed  to  be  made 
of  a  kind  of  plafter.  This  image  is  called  Fo,  which 
fignifies  God  in  the  Chinefe  language.  Whilft  we 
walked  about  in  the  temple,  many  people  entered, 
who  kneeled  and  bowed  feveral  times  to  the  image ; 
after  which  they  retired,  without  taking  notice  of  us, 

or 
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or  of  any  body  eUe,  In  dl  the  leflbr  temples  I  had 
formerly  feen,  I  found  a  great  number  of  images  of 
inferior  deities  or  reputed  faints ;  but  this  was  oc* 
cupied  by  Fo  only,  without  any  rival. 

From  the  temple,  we  went  to  a  public  tea-houfe, 
where  we  faw  many  people  drinking  tea  and  fmoking 
tobacco,  from  thence  to  a  tavern,  where  we  dined; 
and,  in  the  evening,  returned  to  the  city« 

Next  day,  I  was  prefent  at  the  reprefentation  of  a 
kind  of  farce,  in  the  public  flreet,  not  far  from  our 
lodgings^  There  were  about  twenty  ftroUers  aiTemr 
bled  on  this  occafion,  who  entertained  the  crowd  with 
many  legerdemain  tricks,  and  unnatural  geftures.— - 
The  ftage  was  covered  with  filk*ftuffs  of  various 
colours. 

During  the  feftival  there  are  many  fuch  flage-*plays 
performed  in  all  the  public  ftreets.  ,You  alfo  find 
often  high  croffes  ereded,  on  which  are  hoifted  a 
number  of  pendants,  and  ftreamers  of  party-coloured 
filks,  that  make  a  pretty  appearance*  At  this  feafdn 
all  the  fhops  are  fhut ;  almoft  no  bufmefs  is  done ; 
and  the  people  go  about,  drefled  in  their  bed  cloatha^ 
as  on  holidays  in  Europe. 

The  20th',  the  ambafifador,  and  all  the  gentlemen 
of  the  retinue,  were  invited  to  dine,  at  a  public-houfe 
in  the  city,  by  a  young  Chinefe  gentleman.-^And  all 
of  us  accepted  the  invitation,  except  the  ambaffador. 
Our  friend  was  fo  polite  as  to  fend  chairs  for  his 
guefls  about  ten  of  the  clock ;  and,  at  eleven,  we 
reached  the  houfe,  which  was  the  largeft  of  that  fort 
I  ever  faw,  and  could  ea/ily  contain  fix  or  eight  huii' 
dred  people.     The  raof  was  fupported  by  two  rows 

of 
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of  wooden  pHlars.  This  tavern  confided  only  of  one 
'  apartment,  great  part  of  which  was  filled  with  long 
tables,  having  benches  on  each  fide  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  company.  During  the  time  of  dinner, 
we  were  entertained  with  mufic,  and  after  it,  by  a 
company  of  players  maintained  by  the  houfe,  who 
daily  act  plays  on  a  flage  ere&ed  at  one  fide  of  the 
room.    None  but  people  of  fafhion  come  to  this  pbce. 

When  a  perfon  intends  to  treat  his  friends  at  one 
of  thefe  houfcs,  he  fends  previous  notice  of  his  defign, 
with  a  note  of  the  company,  and  the  fum  to  be  laid 
out  on  each  of  them. — Agreeably  to  thefe  orders, 
things  are  executed  with  the  greatefl  punftuality. 
The  expcnce  on  each  of  our  company  could  not  be 
lefs  than  three  or  four  ounces  of  filver,  as  we  flaid  the 
whole  day,  and  had  a  fplendid  entertainment,  confift- 
ing  of  many  courfes  and  deferts,  prepared  and  ferved 
in  the  befl  fafhion  of  the  country.  I  cannot  but  ob- 
ferve  on  this  occafion  alfo,  the  order  and  dexterity 
with  which  the  fervants  performed  their  parts  in  fuch 
a  numerous  affembly.  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  give 
any  account  of  the  play,  only  that  the  company 
feemed  highly  pleafed  ;  and  the  performers  confifled 
of  both  men  and  women,  well  drefTed,  and  of  decent 
behaviour.  . 

At  feveral  tables  the  people  were  employed  in  gam- 
ing ;  fome  playing  at  cards,  others  at  dice  and 
draughts.  I  faw  no  money  among  them,  though  I 
was  informed  fome  of  the  Chinefe  play  very  high. 
In  the  evening,  we  took  leave  of  our  hofpitable  friend, 
and  returned  to  our  lodgings. 

The 
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The  day  following,  Father  Paranim  fent  us  a  pre- 
fent  of  a  large  fturgeon,  and  fome  other  frefh  fifli, 
brought  from  the  river  Amoor.  ,  Thefe  can  only  be 
carried  to  fuch  a  diftance  m  the  coldeft  feafon,  when 
they  are  preferved  frefh,  by  being  kept  frozen  among 
the  fnow.  This  method  is  praOifed  with  fuccefs  in 
northern  countries  ;  for,  provided  the  fifh  is  immedi- 
ately expofed  to  the  froft  aft^  being  caught,  it  may 
be  carried  in  fnow  for  many  miles,  almoil  as  frefh  as 
when  takeji^ut  of  the  water. 

The  22(^went  ilong  with  our  new  Chinefe  friend, 
named  Siafiey,  to  fee  a  manufadlory  of  China-ware, 
{landing  on  the  bank  of  the  river  Yu,  about  twelve 
Englifh  miles  eaflward  of  the  city.  After  arriving  at 
the  place,  we  pafTed  through  feveral  fhades  and  houfes 
where  1  faw  a  number  of  people  at  work.  The  ovens, 
in  particular,  feemed  very  curious.  But  my  view 
was  fo  curfory  and  fuperficial,  that  I  could  form  no 
judgment  of  the  materials,  or  manner  of  making  thefe 
cleanly  and  beautiful  vefTels,  which  ilill  remain  un- 
rivalled by  the  fimilar  produftions  of  any  other  na- 
tion. I  inquired  into  the  truth  of  the  opinion  which 
the  Europeans  entertain,  "  that  the  clay  mufl  lie  a 
**  century  to  digefl  before  it  is  fit  for  ufe  j"  and  was 
told  by  a  mafter-workman,  that  a  few  months  prepa- 
ration was  fufficient.  So  far  as  I  could  obferve,  they 
made  no  fccret  at  this  place  of  what  they  were  em- 
ployed about.  I  was,  however,  told,  that,  to  the 
fouth,  the  Chinefe  are  more  cautious,  and  carefully 
conceal  their  art  from  flrangers.  One  thing  I  firmly 
believe,  that,  although  the  Europeans  underftood  the 
art  of  making  porcelain,  the  Chinefe  would  imder- 

fell 
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fell  them  at  every  market  in  the  world.  This  valu* 
able  manufaAure  is  carried  on  in  moft  of  the  towns 
in  China  i  and  as  it  is  fold  but  a  little  above  the  rate 
of  common  earthen-ware  in  Europe,  the  itiaterials  of 
which  it  is  compofed  can  neither  be  rare  nor  coftly. 
This  important  branch  of  trade  brings  an  immenfe 
treafure  into  the  country,  and  affords  employmeht  to 
vaft  numbers  of  poor,  who  otherwife  would  be  ufe- 
lefs  and  burdenfome  to  the  public.  Beddes  china, 
they  alfo  make  a  kind  of  delf,  or  earttalll'Ware,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  lower  clafs  of  people. 

Next  day,  I  happened  to  meet  two  gentlemen  from 
the  peninfula  of  Korea.  Their  phyfiognomies  were 
nearly  the  fame  with  thofc  of  the  Chinefe,  but  thdr 
drefs  different.  What  furprifed  me  moft  was,  that 
they  were  aS  ignorant  of  the  fpoken  Chinefe  language 
as  I  was,  and  delivered  themfelves  by  an  interpreter. 
When  they  have  any  thing  material  to  communicate 
they  put  it  in  writing,  which  is  eafily  underflood  by 
the  Chinefe.  They  write  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
Chinefe,  from  the  top  of  the  page,  in  flraight  lines  to 
the  bottom,  and  with  a  pencil,  like  thofe  commonly 
ufed  by  painters. 

Korea  is  a  fine  country,  fubjed  to  China,  fituated 
betwixt  the  long-wall  and  the  river  Amoor,  and  runs 
out  into  a  point,  towards  the  iiland  of  Japan  and  the 
Eaftem  occean.  The  country  is  very  plentiful,  and 
abounds  with  com  and  cattle^ 


CHAP. 


CHAP.     XL 


Occurrences  at  pekin  continued  ;  the  fbstiyjwu 

H£LD  AT  CaURT  ON  TH£  NEW  YEAR,  &c. 


X  HE  14th,  the  mafter  of  the  ceremonies  came  to 
invite  the  ambaiTador  to  the  feftival  of  'the  nei»  year, 
Vfhkh  is  always  when  the  moon  is  at  the  fuH^  to  be 
beki  at  the  imperial  palace  of  Tzang-fhtuyang  cos  the 
:19th. 

In  the^mean  time,  the  cold  continued  very  pieixripg, 
fo  that  I  faw  horfes,  with  loaded  carriages,  crofs  the 
ditches,  without  the  walls  of  the  city,  upon  the  ice* 

The  29th,  chairs  were  fent  from  court  to  carry  the 
ambaflador,  and  gentlemen  of  the  rednue :  we  arriv-* 
ed  there  in  the  evening,  and  lodged  in  a  houfe  near 
the  palace.  Near  our  lodgings  was  a  pretty  garden 
with  a  canal,  on  which  was  1  fmall  pleafure  boat.  In 
the  middle  of  the' canal  was  raifed  an  artificial  mount, 
planted  with  fome  barren  trees,  in  imitation  of  nature. 
We  afcended  by  a  winding  path  to  the  top  of  the 
mount,  from  whence  wc  had  a  fine  view  of  all  the 
country  around. 

Rr  The 
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The  30th,  being  the  firft  day  of  the  feftival,  we 
went  to  court*  We  were  met  at  the  gate  by  the 
luafter  of  the  ceremonies,  who  condu&ed  us  to  the 
bottom  of  the  ftairs  of  the  great  hall,  where  we  took 
our  places  in  the  open  court-yard,  among  a  numerous 
aflembly  of  grandees,  whom  we  found  fitting  crols- 
legged  on  their  cuihions.  After  waiting  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  his  Majefty  appeared,  and  feated 
himfelf  upon  the  throne ;  upon  which  all  the  com- 
pany ftood.  The  Chinefe  made  their  bows,  as  h 
ufual  on  filch  occafions,  but  we  were  permitted  to 
make  our  compliments  in  our  own  faihion«r  It  feemed 
fomewhat  ftrange  to  a  Briton,  to  fee  fome  thoufands 
of  people  upon  their  knees,  and  bowing  their  heads 
to  the  ground,  in  moft  humble  poftiue,  to  a  mortal 
like  themfdreSe 

'  We  were  immediately  brotight  into  the  hall ;  and 
^  ambailador  was  conduced  to  the  throne>  in  order 
to  congratulate  his  Imperial  Majefty  on  the  anniver- 
fary  of  the  new  yeit^  Our  ftation,  on  this  occafion^ 
as  at  the  firft  audience,  was  to  the  right  of  the  throne. 
All  the  princes,  the  Emperor's  ions  and  grandfons, 
together  with  the  Tuflv-du-chan,  and  other  perfons  of 
high  diftin£fcion,  were  placed  to  the  left,  oppofite  to 
us.  As  the  cuftoms  of  the  Chinefe  are,  in  many  in- 
ftances,  quite  contrary  to  thofe  of  the  Europeans,  fo, 
I  have  been  informed,  that,  among  them,  the  left 
hand  is  the  plaee  of  greateft  honour.  Afi:er  we  had 
drunk  a  difii  of  tea,  the  Emperor  beckoned  to  the 
ambafiador  to  come  to  hhn  again,  and  inquired  into 
the  cuftoms  and  ceremonies  at  the  courts  of  Europe 
ox)k  feftivals  of  this  nature  >  adding  at  the  iame  time, 

«  he 
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^  he  had  been  inibrmed^  that,  after  dimking  the 
^  king's  health  on  fuch  occailons,  the  Europeans 
*^  broke  the  glafles.  He  approved,  he  laid,  of  the 
**  drinking  part;  but  he  did  not  comprehend  the. 
^^  meaning  of  breaking  the  ^fies^'*  and  laughed 
heartily  at  the  joke. 

The  great  hall  was,  by  this  time,  almoft  full  of 
company ;  and  a  number  of  people  of  diftinAbn  ftill 
remained  in  the  aeea,  who  could  not  £nd  room  in  the 
iiall. 

The  entertainment  now  began  to  be  ferved  up. 
The  viftuals  were  carried  about  in  great  order,  and 
placed  before  the  company  on  large  tables.  All  the* 
diihes  were  cold,  except  thofe  fet  before  his  Majefly^ 
who  fupplied  us  plentifully  with  hot  provifions  irom 
the  throne. 

Dinner  being  ended,  the  fports  were  begun  by  a 
company  of  wreftlers,  compofed  of  Chinefe  and  Tar-^ 
tars.     Many  of  them  were  almoft  naked,  having  no 
doaths  but  tight  canvafs  drawers*      They  performed 
their  parts  in  the  area  before  the  halL     When  any  of 
them  was  feverely  bruiied  by  his  antagonifi,  or  much, 
hurt  by  a  fall,  which  frequently  happened,  the'  Empe- 
ror fent  him  a  cordial,  and  ordered  him  to  be  proper- 
ly taken  care  o£    Sometimes  alfo,  when  he  perceived 
the  combatants  too  eager  and  warm^  a  Jfign  was  given 
to  part  them.     Thefe  inilanees  of  humanity  were  very 
amiable  in  the  oid  monarch,  and  rendered  the  fight 
of  fuch  fliocking  fpe£tacles  mere  tolerable  j  for  many 
of  thefe  wreftlers  received  fuch  blows  and  ^lls,.a5 
were  fufficicnt  to  have  knocked  the  breath  out  of  theix, 
ihodies* 
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To  the  vreftiiag  fuccecd^  many  other  girnies  9nd 
mock-fights,  in  which  the  performers,  armed,  fome 
with  lances,  others  with  battle*azes,  quarter-ftaffS) 
flails,  or  cudgels,  afted  their  parts  with  great  dexterity. 

Then  appeared  two  troops  of  Tartars,  clothed  in 
coats  of  tiger  fkins,  armed  with  bows  and  arrows, 
and  mounted  on  hobby-horfes«  At  firft,  they  be* 
haved  as  enemies ;  but,  after  fome  ikirmifhes  with 
tbdr  arrows,  the  parties  were  reconciled,  and  began 
a  dahce  to  a  difmal  tune  of  vocal  and  inftnimental 
mufic.  The  dance  was  interrupted  by  a  perfcm  in  a 
frightful  maik,  of  a  tall  ftature,  drefTed  and  mounted 
like  the  Tartars,  who,  they  laid,  reprefented  the  deviL 
After  making  feveral  unfuccefeful  atta(:k8,  on  the 
united  body  of  the  Tartars,  this  formidable  hero  was 
at  length  killed  by  an  arrow,  and  carried  oS  in  tri* 
timph.  During  the  dance,  each  Tartar  had  a  (mail 
baiket  in  one  h^LHd,  and  an  arrow  in  the  other  where- 
with  he  fcrajped  on  the  baiket,  keeping  time  to  the- 
mufic.  This  fcraping  founded  a  little  harih  to  an 
Italian  ear  ;  for  I  could  obferve  Signor  Mezzobarba 
and  his  retinue  fmiling  at  the  performance. 

While  the  Tartars  performed  in  the  court,  one  of 
the  Emperor's  fons,  a  prince  of  about  twenty  years  of 
age,  danced  alone  in  the  hall,  and  attraded  the  eyes 
of  the  whole  company.  His  motions  were  at  firft  very 
flow,  fo  that  he  feemed  fcarcely  to  move  at  all ;  but 
afterwards  became  more  briik  and  lively.  The  Em- 
peror was  cheerful,  and  feemed  well  pleafed  with  the 
different  performers ;  but  particularly  with  an  old 
Tartar,  who  played  on  a  chime  of  little  bells,  with 
(hort  ivory  rods.    The  inftruments  of  mufic  were  very 

Vfipous, 
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variou3>  and  aU  tu&ed  to  the  Chi&efe  tafte  The  Ewr* 
perar  uAd  the^  ambaflador,  that  he  knew  wqU  their 
mufic  would  not  pleafe  an  European  ear,  but  that 
every  nation  liked  their  own  beft. 

The  dancing  being  over,  there  was  hoifted  up  a 
large  veffel,  refembling  a  tub,  between  two  pofts 
ereded  in  the  area  for  that  purpofei  In  the  veflel 
were  placed  three  boys,  who  performed  many  dexte- 
rous tricks,  both  in  the  veflel  and  on  the  pofts^  too 
tedious  to  mention.  By  this  time  the  fun  was  fet» 
and  the  company  were  foon  after  difmifled  for  the 
night. 

Next  day,'  the  rejoicings  were  renewed*  We  did 
not,  however,  go  to  court  before  the  evening,  bc- 
caufe  the  fire-works  would  not  begin  till  the  fun  was 
fet.  On  our  arrival,  we  were  condu£led  through  a 
garden,  weftward  from  the  palace,  in  the  middle  of 
which  flood  a  large  building,  with  covered  galleries 
all  around.  Before  the  houfe  was  a  canal,  -having 
over  it  a  draw-bridge.  We  took  our  places  on  the 
graveUwalk,  juft  under  the  gallery,  where  the  Empe* 
ror  fat  with  his  wives  and  family.  Hard  by  us  was 
the  Kutuchtu  in  his  tent,  having  one  of  his  lamas 
ftandmg  at  the  door.  This  pried  never  once  appear- 
ed out  of  his  tent  during  the  whole  fhow.  All  the 
grandees  and  officers  of  itate  were  feated  on  their 
cufhigns  along  the  bank  of  the  canal.  The  machine- 
ry for  the  fire-works  was  placed  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  canal ;  and  nobody  was  permitted  to  go  thither, 
except  the  people  who  managed  it. 

About  five  of  the  clock  a  fignal  was  given  for  be- 
ginning to  play  off  the  fire.\yorks,  by  a  rocket  let  fly 

from 
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irom  the  gaHery  Vfhete  the  Emperor  fat ;  and,  fai  the 
fpace  of  a  few  minutes,  many  thouland  lanterns  were 
Kghted.  Thefe  lanterns  were  made  of  paper  of  diffe- 
rent colours,  red,  blue,  green,  and  yellow,  and  hung 
on  pofts  about  fix  feet  high,  fcattered  over  all  the 
garden ;  which  exhibited  a  very  pleafanit  profped  to 
die  eye. 

Another  fignal  was  then  given,  for  playing  off  the 
rockets.  They  fprung  upwards  to  a  prodigious  height, 
and  fell  down  in  figures  of  ftars,  difplaying  a  great 
variety  of  beautiful  colours.  The  rockets  were  ac- 
companied with  what  I  fhall  call  crackers,  for  want  of 
a  more  proper  name.  Their  explofion  refembled  the 
reports  of  many  great  guns,  fired  at  certain  intervals, 
and  exhibited  a  view  of  many  charming  colours,  and 
£>rms  of  fire.  Thefe,  with  a  few  fire- works  of  diffe* 
rent  kinds  intermixed,  continued  for  the  fpace  of 
three  hours. 

Oppofite  to  the  gallery  where  the  Emperor  fat  was 
liifpended  a  large  round  veffel,  about  twenty  feet  in 
diameter,  between  two  pofts  about  thirty  feet  high. 
A  rocket  fent  from  the  gallery  lighted  a  match,  hang- 
ing from  the  veffel,  which  immediately  caufed  the 
bottom  of  it  to  drop  down  with  a  loud  noife.  Then 
fell  out  a  lettice,  or  grate  work,  all  on  fire,  and  hung 
between  the  veffel  and  the  ground,  burning  furioufly, 
in  various  colours.  This  continued  for  ten  minutes, 
and  really  exhibited  a  moft  curious  fight*.  It  feems 
this  lettice-work  was  compofed  of  materials  that  im«> 
mediately  kindled,  on  being  expofed  to  the  air ;  for 
no  perlbn  was  feen  near  the  machine* 

The 
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The  grate-work  bemg  extinguHhed,  there  appeared 
a  lighted  match,  hanging  from  the  middle  of  the  vef- 
fel,  and  burning  up  to  it.  As  foon  as  the  fire  reach- 
ed the  veffel,  thirty  fair  paper- lanterns,  of  various 
colours,  dropped  from  it,  and  hung,  in  a  ftraight 
line,  below  one  another,  between  it  and  the  ground  ; 
which  immediately  catched  fire  of  themfelves,.  an4 
formed  a  beautiful  anfl  well  proportioned  column  of 
party-coloured  light.  After  this  fell  out  about  ten  or 
twelve  pillars  of  the  fame  form,  but  of  a  leiTer  iize  i 
thefe  alfo  took  fire  as  foon  they  dropped.  This  fcene 
continued  till  the  number  of  one  thoufand  lanterns 
fell  from  the  veffel,  which  diminiihed  every  time,  till 
the  laft  was  very  fmalt  I  muft  confefs  this  prefented 
a  delightful  objed  to  the  fpe&ators.   . 

I  could  not  help  being  furprifed  at  the  ingenuity  of 
the  artifl,  in  crowding  fuch  a  number  of  lanterns  into 
fo.fmall  and  fimple  a  machine  as  this  feemed  to  be ; 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  with  fo  much  order,  that  all 

of  them  dropped  and  kindled  of  themfelves,  with 
equal  regularity,  as  if  he  had  let  them  fall  from  his 
hand ;  for  not  even  one  of  them  was  extinguifhed  by 
accident,  or  in  the  leaft  entangled  by  another.— 
This  concluded  the  firft  day's  entertainment. 

The  31ft,  in  the  evening,  we  returned  to  court, 
where  was  opened  a  new  fcene  of  fire-works,  which 
continued,  with  great  variety,  till  ten  o'clock  at  night. 

The  ift  of  February,  we  went  again  to  court, 
where  the  fire-works  were  refumed  in  many  different 
well  executed  defigns.  What  pleafed  me  mofl,  was 
a  fmall  mount,  railed  in  the  middle  of  the  garden, 
from  which  fprung  a  ftream  of  white  ^nd  blue  fire, 
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in  imitarion  of  water.  The  top  of  the  moant  contain- 
cd  a  cavkj,  in  flnpe  of  a  large  um^  from  winch  tiie 
fire  role  to  a  prodigiotis  height. 

Oppofite  to  tlie  gaflery,  wliere  the  Emperor  iat, 
were  ereded  tlffce  lai^  frames,  riMiut  tlurty  feet 
iiigh  each.  On  one  was  a  moiArmm  Bigare  of  a 
dragon ;  on  the  fecond  a  man  on  hcHiUnck ;  and  tlie 
third  reprelented  an  dephant,  widi  a  human  figure  oa 
his  IndL.  All  AeTe  were  compoCed  cf  a  deq>  bine 
fire,  and  were  interwoven  with  vines  and  grapes, 
hanging  about  on  all  fides,  of  white,  red,  and  Uue 
fire. 

Befides  thefe,  tiiere  were  exhibited,  on  this  occa* 
fion,  many  other  ingeniofis  defig^  of  firo-works» 
which  £ir  furpafled  any  thing  of  the  kmd  I  ever  fiiw, 
though  I  have  been  prefent  at  perfwmances  of  this 
nature  exhibited  at  St  Feterfburgh  by  the  beft  ardfb 
hi  Europe.  Befides  the  art  difplayed  m  die  contri- 
vance and  figure,  thefe  works'  funiiflied,  in  particular^ 
a  wonderful  variety  of  moft  beautiful  colours,  far  ex- 
ceeding my  abiHty  to  defcribe.  I  muft  confefs  Aey 
far  outdid  my  expectations,  and  even  common  fame, 
which  feldom  lefTens  things  of  this  nature. 

The  following  day,  the  Emperor  gave  the  ambafla- 
dor  a  private  audience,  and  inquired  how  he  Ifl^ed 
the  diverfions  and  fire-works.  On  thijL  occafion,  the 
Emperor  repeated  what  has  been  already  obferved 
concerning  the  antiquity  of  illuminations  compofed  of 
gun-powder;  and  added,  that,  although  fire-works 
had  been  known  in  China  for  more  than  two  thou- 
£uid  years,  he  himfelf  had  made  many  improvements 

upon 
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updn  them,  and  brought  them  to  their  prefent  perfec- 
tion. 

The  3d,  we  returned  to  the  city,  in  a  cold  frofty 
day,  and  the  wind  at  liorth-wefti  We  foimd  the  re- 
joicings ftill  going  on  at  Pekin ;.  for  ftages  were  erec- 
ted,  and  plays  reprefented,  in  all  the  principal  ftreet» 
through  which  we  paffed. 

The  affairs  relating  to  the  cmbaffy  being  nearly  fi- 
niflied,  we  began  now  to  prepare  for  our  journey  to 
the  wcftward^  which  was  to  take  place  as  foon  as  the 
extremity  of  the  cold  was  abated. 

The  9th,  three  miffionaries,  Paranim,  Demail,  and 
Moran,  came  to  pay  their  refpe£ts  to  the  aiiibaffador, 
and  beg  the  fevour  of  him,  that  Signor  Nicolai,  one 
of  their  foctiety,  might  be  permitted  to  accompany 
him  in  his  journey  to  Europe,  which  was  granted, 
provided  it  was  agreeable  to  the  Emperor.  The  rca- 
fon  of  this  requefl  was  fiippofed  to  be,  that  Signor 
Mezzobarba  having  returned  to  Rome  without  ac- 
compliflmig  the  ends  of  his  embaiTy,  the  Emperor, 
who  favoured  the  caufe  of  the  Jefuits,  had  concerted 
with  them  to  fend  Nicolai  to  the  court  of  Rome,  in 
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order  to  reprefent  the  ftate  of  this  affair  before  Mez- 
zobarba could  arrive. 

Next  day,  the  Emperor  fent  three  officers  with 
prefents  to  his  Czariih  Majefty ;  the  chief  of  which 
were,  tapeftry  for  two  rooms,  neatly  wrought  on  a 
rich  filk  ftuff ;  a  fet  of  fmaU  enamelled  gold  cups; 
Ibme  ji^anned  cups,  fet  with  mother  of  pearl  ^  three 
flower-pieces,  curioufly  embroidered  on  taffety  i  two 
chefts  of  rockets,  prepared  in  fj^  Chinefe  fafhion ; 
about  twenty  or  thirty  pieces  of  filk,  in  moft  of  which 
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was  interwoven  the  dragon  with  five  claws  j  a  parcel 
of  different  forts  of  curio;is  fans  for  ladies ;  ilfo,  a 
box  containing  fome  rolls  of  white  Chinefe  paper, 
the  Iheets  of  which  were  of  a  fize  much  larger  than 
common^  befidcs  feveral  other  toys,  fcarce  worth 
mentioning.  From  thefe  particulars  it  appears,  that 
thefe  two  mighty  monarchs  were  not  very  lavilh  in  their 
prefents  to  each  other,  preferring  curiofities  to  things 
of  real  value. 

The  nth,  feveral  officers  came  from  court  with 
prefents  to  the  ambaffador,  and  every  perfon  of  the 
retinue,  correfponding  to  their  different  ftations  and 
characters}  and,  fo  minutely  and  exadly  was  this 
matter  managed,  that  even  the  meaneft  of  our  fer- 
vants  was  not  negledted.  The  prefents,  confifting  of 
a  complete  Chinefe  drefs,  fome  pieces  of  damaiks^ 
and  other  (lufTs,  were,  indeed,  of  no  great  value* 
They  were,  however,  carried  along  the  (I'reet^  wrap- 
ped up  in  yellow  filk,  with  the  ufual  parade  of  things 
belonging  to  the  court;  a  circumftance  which  is 
reckoned  one  of  the  greateft  honours  that  can  be  con-^ 
ferred  on  a  foreign  minifter. 

Next  day,  the  Emperor  fent  to  afk  the  ambaflfadory 
whether  he  inclined  to  accompany  him  to  a  hunting- 
match,  in  a  foreft  not  far  diflant  from  Peking  to 
wtlich  his  Excellency*  readily  agreed. 

The  1 3th,  I  dined  with  one  of  my  Chinefe  friends, 
called  Fangfung.  In  going  thither,  I  met  in  the 
ftreet  two  men  rfding  upon  affes,  with  their  fervants 
leslding  them  by  the  bridle.  I  foon  perceived  they 
were  Kawlees  j  which  is  the  name  given  by  the  Chi- 
nefe 
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nefe  and  Tartars,  to  the  people  of  Korea,  whom  I 
have  mentioned  above* 

The  14th,  the  weather  was  very  fine  and  warm. 

The  15th,  we  went  to  a  fair  in  the  fuburbs,  which 
is  held  the  firft  day  of  every  new  moon,  where  we 
found  many  things  expofed  to  fale,  not  commonly 
found  in  (hops. 

The  1 6th,  the  weather  being  favourable,  I  took  a 
ride  round  the  walls  of  the  city;  which  I  performed, 
at  an  eafy  trot,  in  the  fpace  of  four  hours ;  whereby 
the  compafs  of  Pekin  may  be  nearly  computed.  The 
fuburbs,  efpecially  to  the  eaft  and  fouth,  are  very  ex- 
tenfiye,  and,  in  many  places  of  them,  the  buildings 
are  equal  to  thofe  within  the  walls. 

The  J  7th,  being  now  on  the  point  of  our  depar- 
ture, in  order  to  make  the  moft  of  the  fhort  time  we 
had  to  ftay,  I  rode  about  twelve  miles  eaftward  from 
Pekin,  accompanied  with  a  Cliinefe  friend,  to  the 
banks  of  the  river,  which  I  found  crowded  with  a 
number  of  barks,  of  different  fizes,  which  are  con^ 
ftanjly  employed  in  carrying  provifions,  and  other 
ftores,  to  the  city,  from  diftant  parts  of  the  country. 
I  faw  many  veffels  failing  down  the  ftreara,  towards 
the  fouth-eaft.  And  1  was  informed  there  are  nine 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  veffels,  con- 
ftantly  employed  on  this  river  ;  but  why  confined  to 
fuch  an  odd  number,  I  could  neither  learn  nor  com- 
prehend' During  a  month,  or  fix  weeks,  in  winter, 
this  river  is  frozen  over  ;  at  which  feafon,  prdVifions 
are  conveyed  by  land-carriage,  or  along  the  ice. 

On  this  occafion  alfo,  I  vifited  the  China  manufac* 
tory,  in  order  to  try  whether  I  could  Icam  any  thing. 
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of  that  curknis  art.  But,  though  the  people  were 
very  complaifant,  and  ihowed  me  every  thing  I  de* 
fired  them,  I  returned  as  ignorant  as  I  went  thither  ; 
and  I  am  perfuaded,  that,  be&re  a  perfon  can  get  any 
knowledge  of  the  afiair,  he  moil  be  bred  a  potter, 
and  have  time  to  infped  its  whcAe  progrefs  ;  of  which 
thefe  people  feem  to  make  no  fecret. 

The  fields  along  the  banks  of  the  river  are  well  cuU 
tivated,  producing  fine  wheat,  and  other  forts  of  grain, 
I  faw  alfb  great  plantations  of  tobacco,  which  they 
call  tharr,  and  which  yields  very  confiderable  profits, 
as  it  is  univerfally  ufed  in  fmoking,  by  perfons  of  all 
ranks,  of  both  faxes,  in  China ;  and,  befides,  great 
.  quantities  are  fent  to  the  Mongalis,  who  prefer  the 
Chinefe  manner  of  preparing  it  before  every  other* 
They  make  it  into  a  grofs  powder,  like  faw-dufl^^ 
which  they  keep  in  a  fmall  bag,  and  fill  their  little 
brafs  pipes  out  of  it,  without  touching  the  tobacco 
with  their  fingers.  The  iinoke  is  very  mild ;  and  ha9 
quite  a  different  fmell  from  ours.  It  is  reported  the 
Chinefe  have  had  the  ufe  of  tobacco  for  many  ages. 

I  obferved,  that,  in  cold  weather,  the  Chinefe  chew- 
ed a  kind  of  nut,  about  the  bignefs  of  a  nutmeg, 
which  they  called  beetle  ;  it  is  of  an  aftringent  quali-f 
ty.  They  fay,  it  both  keeps  them  warm,  and  cleans 
their  teeth. 

Next  day  was  fpent  in  prepaamg  for  pur  journey. 

On  the  1 8th,  all  our  gentlemen  dined  with  my 
Chinefe  friend,  named  Siafiey,  where  we  met  with  a 
friendly  reception,  and  a  fumptuous  feaft.  After  din- 
ner, our  hofpitable  landlord  put  about  his  cups  very 
freely.     At  laft,  he  took  me  by  the  hand,  and  defired 
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I  would  let  the  ambailador  retumt  -and  remaio  with 
him ;  wd  he  would  give  nie  my  choice  of  which  oi 
his  wives  or  daughters  I  liked  beft.  I  could  not  but 
return  my  friend  hearty  thanks  for  his  obliging  ofi!^, 
which,  however,  I  thought  it  not  proper  to  accept* 

Next  day,  I  went  to  fee  the  market  where  provi* 
fions  were  fold.  It  was  a  fpacious  oblong,  fpread 
with  gravel,  very  neat  and  clean.  The  butchers  had 
their  (hops  in  a  ihade,  running  quite  round  the  place* 
I  faw  little  beef,  but  a  great  deal  of  mutton.  In  the 
middle  was  great  (lore  of  poultry,  wild-fowl,  and 
venifon  ;  but  what  furprifed  me  not  a  little,  was  tq 
find  about  a  dozen  of  dead  badgers  expofed  to  fale. 
The  Chinefe,  it  feems,  are  very  fond  of  thefe  animals, 
which  are  accounted  unclean  in  other  parts  of  the 
world.  All  the  Chinefe  merchants  have  the  art  of 
expofing  their  goods  to  fale,  dreffed  up  in  the  moft 
advantageous  manner ;  and,  even  in  purchafing  any 
trifling  thing,  whatever  the  cafe  be  that  holds  it,  it  i$ 
half  the  coft,  and  often  exceeds  it  in  value. 

The  21  ft,  being  the  day  appointed  for  hunting  with 
the  Emperor,  at  one  of  the  clock  in  the  morning, 
horfes  were  brought  to  our  lodgings,  for  the  ambaf* 
fador  and  thofe  who  attended  him.  We  immediat^y 
mounted ;  and,  after  riding  about  fix  miles,  to  thq 
fouth-weft  of  the  city,  at  break  of  day  we  reached 
the  gates  of  the  park  called  Chayza,  where  we  were 
received  by  an  officer,  and  condufted  through  the 
forcft  to  a  fummer^houfe,  about  a  mile  from  the  gate, 
in  which  the  Emperor  had  flept  the  preceding  night. 
This  was  a  fmall  but  neat  building,  having  a  double 
row  of  galleries,  open  to  the  foreft  on  all  fides,  and 
ai}  avenue  leading  to  it  from  the  gate,  planted  with 
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feveral  rows  of  trees.  At  fome  diflance  ftom  the 
houfe  we  difmoimted,  and  were  met  by  the  mafter  of 
the  ceremonies,  who  condufted  us  into  a  gallery.  As 
foon  as  we  Entered,  the  good  old  Emperor,  who  had 
rifen  long  before  our  arrival,  fent  one  of  his  eunuchs 
to  falute  the  ambaffador,  add  ordered  us  tea  and 
other  visuals.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  the ,  houfe  is  a 
canal,  filled  with  clear  water,  and  feveral  large  fifh- 
ponds,  which  make  a  great  addition  to  the  beauties  of 
this  charming  place.  At  a  convenient  diftance  from 
the  houfe,  flood .  about  a  thoufand  tents,  where  the 
courtiers  and  grandees  had  lodged  the  night  before. 
Breakfaft  being  over,  the  Emperor,  who  was  very 
fond  of  arms,  fent  to  defire  a  fight  of  the  ambalTador's 
fowling  piece.  He  returned  it,  with  feveral  of  his 
own  to  be  fliown  to  us.  They  had  all  match-locks. 
The  Chinefe  are  pofleffed  with  a  notion,  that  flints^ 
in  their  country,  acquire  a  moiflure  which  hinders 
their  firing.  But,  as  far  as  I  could  perceive,  the  air 
had  little  effe£b  upon  our  flints. 

A  fignal  was  then  given  jhat  the  Emperor  was 
coming  ;  upon  which  all  the  great  men  drew  up  in 
lines,  from  the  bottom  of  the  flairs  to  the  road  lead- 
ing  to  the  forefl,  all  on  foot,  dreffed  iq  their  hunting 
habits,  the  fame  with  thofe  ufed  by  the  officers  and 
*  cavalry  of  the  army,  when  in  the  field,  and  armed 
with  bows  and  arrows.  We  had  a  proper  place 
afligned  us,  and  made  our  bows  to  his  Majefty,'  who 
returned  a  gracious  fmile,  with  figns  to  follow  him. 
He  was  feated  crofs-legged,  in  an  open  machine,  car- 
ried by  four  men,  with  long  poles  rifled  on  their 
flioulders.     before  him  lay  a  fowling-piece,  a  bow, 

and 
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and  fheaf  of  arrows.  This  has  been  his  hunting  equi- 
page for  fome  years,  fince  he  left  off  riding ;  but, 
in  his  youth,  be  went  ufually,  every  fummer,  feveral 
days  journey  without  the  long  wall,  and  carried  along 
with  him  all  the  princes  his  fons,  and  many  perfons 
of  diftinftion,  to  the  number  frequently  of  fome 
thoufands,  in  order  to  hunt  in  the  woods  and  deferts  ; 
where  he  continued  for  the  fpace  of  two  or  three 
months.  Their  prpvifions  were  reftrifted  to  bare  ' 
neceffaries,  and  often  to  what  they  caught  in  the 
woods  of  Tartary.  This  piece  of  policy  he  praftifed 
chiefly  with  a  view  to  harden  the  officers  of  his  army, 
and  prevent  their  falling  into  idlenefs  and  effeminacy 
among  the  Chinefe ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  fet  a 
good  example  of  the  aufterities  he  recommended, 
by  living  on  the  fame  hard  fare  he  prefcribed  to 
others. 

As  foon  as  the  Emperor  had  pafled,  the  company 
mounted  and  followed  him  at  fome  diflance,  till  we 
came  into  the  open  foreft,  where  all  /ormed  into  a 
femicircle,  in  the  centre  of  which  was  the  Emperor, 
having  on  his  left  hand  about  eight  or  ten  of  his 
fons  -and  grandfons,  and  the  ambaifador  on  his  right, 
about  fifty  paces  diftant ;  clofe  by  him  were  the 
mailer  of  the  chace,  with  fome  grey-hoimds,  and  the 
grand  falconer  with  his  hawks.  I  could  not  but  ad-  . 
mire  the  beauty  of  thefe  fine  birds.  Many  of  them 
were  as  white  as  doves,  having  one  or  two  black 
feathers  in  their  wings  or  tails.  They  are  brought 
from  Siberia,  or  places  to  tlie  north  of  the  river 
Amoor. 

Our 
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Out  wings  being  extended,  there  were  many  harM 
ftahedy  which  the  company  endeavoured  to  drive  to- 
wards the  Emperor,  who  killed  many  of  them  with  ar- 
rdW8  a8  they  paiTed  ;  thofe  he  miffed,  he  m^de  a  fign  to 
feme  of  the  princes  to  purfue,  who  alfo  killed  feveral  of 
them  with  arrows ;  but  no  other  perfon  was  permitted  to 
draw  a  bow,  or  ftir  from  the  line.  The  fame  rules 
of  hunting  I  formerly  obferved  are  pradifed  by  the 
Mongalls. 

From  the  open  field,  we  continued  cur  route  weft- 
ward,  to  a  place  among  thickets  and  tall  reeda,  where 
we  fprung  a  number  of  pheafants,  partridges,  and 
quails.  His  Majefty  then  laid  afkle  his  bow  and  ar- 
rows, and  carried  a  hawk  on  his  hand,  which  be  flew 
as  occafion  o£Fered.  The  hawk?  geacf^lf  raked  tA 
the  pheafants  while  ffying ;  but,  if  they  took  the  reeds 
or  bufhes,  they  foon  caught  them. 

After  proceeding  about  two  or  three  miles  farther 
,  into  the  iforcft,  we  came  to  a  taD  wood,  where  we 
found  feveral  forts  of  deer.  The  young  men  went  in 
and  beat  the  woods,  whilft  the  reft  .of  the  company 
remained  without.  We  faw  much  game  pafs  us ; 
but  nobody  drew  a  bow  till  the  Emperor  had  killed 
a  ftag,  which  he  did  very  dexteroufly,  with  a  broad 
headed  arrow  j  after  which  the  princes  had  leave  to 
kill  feveral  bucks ;  among  which  was  one  of  that 
fpecies  that  bears  the  mufk,  called  kaberda  m  Siberia, 
of  which  I  have  formerly  given  a  defcription.  l^e 
Chinefe  muik  is  ftronger,  and  therefore  preferable  tQ 
that  from  northern  parts. 

We  had  now  been  fix  hours  on  horfeback,  aniiy 

I  reckon,  had  travelled  about  fifteen  EngHfli  miles> 

^  but 
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but  lid  en^  of  the  forefl:  yet  appeared.  We  turned 
ihort  from  this  wood  fouthwards,  till,  coming  to  fome 
tnarihes  overgrown  with  tall  reeds,  we  roufed  a  great 
many  wild  boars  j  but,  as  it  was  not  the  feafon  fot 
killing  them,  they  all  efcaped.  The  hunting  thele 
fierce  ammals  is  reckoned  the  moft  dangerous  of  all 
kinds  of  fpdrt,  except  the  cbace,  of  lions  and  tigers. 
Every  one  endeavoured  to  avoid  them ;  and  feveral 
of  them  run  farioufly  through  the  thickeft  troops  of 
horfe.  The  Emperor  was  fo  cautious  as  to  have  a 
company  of  men,  armed  with  lances,  to  guard  his 
machine* 

We  continued  the  fport  till  about  four  b'clock, 
when  we  came  to  a  high  artificial  mount,  of  a  fquarti 
figure,  raifed  in  the  middle  of  a  plain,  on  the  top  of 
which  were  pitched  abotit  ten  or  twelve  tents,  for  the 
imperial  family^  This  mount  had  feveral  winding 
paths  leading  to  the  top,  planted  on  each  fide  with 
rows  of  trees,  in  inxitation  of  nature.  To  the  fouth 
was  a  large  bafon  of  water^  with  a  boat  upon  it ;  from 
whence,  I  fuppofe^  the  earth  has  been  taken  that 
formed  this  mount.  At  fome  diftance  from  the 
mdunt,  tcnu  were  ereded  for  the  people  of  di^nc- 
tion,  and  officers  of  the  court.  About  two  hundred 
yards  frotn  it,  we  were  lodged  in  fome  clean  huts, 
covered  with  reeds.  The  Emperor,  firom  his  fitua«> 
tion,  had  a  view  c^  all  the  tents,  and  a  great  way  far-* 
therimo  the  foreft.  The  whole  fcene  made  a  very 
pretty  appeatcmce^ 

As  soon  as  we  alighted^  the  master  c^  th^  <5efe^ 
ttonies  was  sent  by  the  Emperor  to  ask  the  ambafTa- 
dor  how  be  •fikedthctf  manner  of  hontfng^    He  made 

ft  4 
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a  fuitable  return,  acknowledging,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  great  honour  done  him  on  this  occafion. 

The  Emperor  then  fent  us  great  plenty  of  dressed 
proYifions  of  all  kinds  ;  and  the  officer  who  brought 
them  pointed  out  feveral  diflies,  which  his  Majefty 

fent  from  his  own  table,  confiding  of  mutton,  veni- 
fon,  pheafants,  and  other  forts  of  wild  fowl. 

After  dinner,  the  Emperor  fent  two  of  his  chief 
eunuchs  to  compliment  the  ambaifador,  and  inform 
.  him,  that  he  intended  to  entertain  him  with  the  baiting 
of  three   tigers,  which  had  been  kept  fome  time, 
cooped  lip  in  a  ftrong  grate-work,  for  that  purpofe. 
The  hill  where  the  Emperor's  tent  flood  was  furround- 
ed  with  feveral  ranks  of  guards,  armed  with  Ipng 
fpears.     A  guard  alfo  was  placed  before  the  ambaf- 
fador's,  and  the  reft  of  the  tents,  to  fecure  the  whole 
encampment  from  the  fury  of  thefe  fierce  animals. 
The  firft  was  let  out  by  a  perfon  mounted  on  a  fleet 
horfe,  who  opened  the  door  of  the  coop  by  means  of 
a  rope  tied  to  it.    The  tiger  immediately -left  his  cage^ 
and  feemed  much  pleafed  to  find  himfelf  at  liberty. 
The  horfeman  rode  off  at  full  fpeed,  while  the  tiger 
,was  rolling  himfelf  upon  the  grafs^    At  1^  he  roie,. 
^nd  growled,  and  walked    about.      The  Emperpr 
fired  twice  at  him  with  bullets ;  but  the  diftance  being 
.confiderable,  miffed  him,  though  the  pieces  were  well 
pointed.     Upon  which  his  Majefty'fent  to  the  ambaffa- 
dor,  to  try  his.  piece  upon  him  ;  which  being  charged 
with  a  fingle  ball,  he  walked  towards  the  animal^ 
^accompanied  by  ten  men,,  armed  with  fpears,  in.  cafe 
of  accidents  ;  till,  being  at  a. convenient  diflance^.  he 
took  his  aim,  and  killed  him  on  the  fpot. 

The 
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The  fecond  was  let  out  in  the  fame  manner.  The 
horfeman,  retiring  a  little,  left  the  creature  rolling 
upon  the  grafs  like  the  firft.  He  then  retimied  ;  .and 
fliot  at  him  with  a  blunted  arrow  ;  which  roufed  the 
animal  to  fuch  a  pitch,^and  made  him  purfue  fo  clofely, ' 
that  the  horfeman  narrowly  efcaped  within  the  ranks, 
where  the  furious  tiger,  endeavouring  to  leap  over 
the  ihen's  heads,  was  killed  at  the  foot  of  the 
mount. 

The  third,  as  foon  as  he  was  fet  at  liberty,  run 
dire£tly  towards  the  Emperor's  tent,  and  was  in  like 
manner  killed  with  the  fpears.  A  man  muft  be  well 
mounted  and  armed  who  hunts  this  kind  of  animals 
in  the  woods  ;  where  they  muft  be  much  ftrpnger  and 
fwifter  than  thefe  we  faw,  which  had  been  confined 
for  many  months,  and  whofe  limbs,  by  want  of  exer- 
cife,  were  become  ftiff  and  unwieldy ;  but,  notwith- 
ftanding  this  difadvantage,  the  courage  and  nim* 
blenefs  even  of  thefe  animals  was  very  furprifing.  I 
have  feen  four  forts  of  them,  the  tiger,  panther,  leo* 
pard,  and  lynx,  which  are  all  very  fierce  j  but  the 
firft  is  the  largeft  and  ftrongeft. 

The  Emperor  in  his  youth  was  very  fond  of  hunt* 
ing  thefe  creatures  in  the  woods  of  Tartary  ;  but  now 
he  confines  himfelf  within  the  limits  of  the  foreft, 
where  there  is  game  fufEcient  to  gratify  any  fportf- 
man. 

The  killing  of  the  tigers  finiflied  the  diverfion  of 
the  day ;  after  which  we  retired  to  our  huts,  where 
we  were  entertained  with  a  plentiful  fupper  fent  us  by 
the  Emperor.    After  fupper,  an  officer  was  fent  from 

^  hfc 
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his  Majesty  to  the  AmbafTador,  who  brought  the  tL 
g^s  ikin  he  haci  (hot,  telling  him  that^  l^y  the  law9 
of  bunting,  he  had  a  right  to  it. 

Next  morning,  the  fport  was  rdtimed,  and  varied 
little  from  that  of  the  preceding  d^y.  About  three 
o'clock  afternoon,  we  came  to  another  fummer-houfe 
in  the  middle  of  the  foreft,  where  the  Emperor  lodg- 
ed the  following  night,  while  we  lay  in  a  fmall  nea^ 
temple  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  were  entertained  by 
his  Majeily  in  the  &me  maflner  as  before. 

The  23d,  about  eight  of  the  clock  in  the  mpmin^^ 
the  mafter  of  the  ceremonies  waited  on  the  Ambafia* 
dor,  in  order  to  conduiE):  him  into  his  Majefty's  pre« 
fence  to  receive  his  audienceof  leaye.  The  Emperor 
received  him  in  a  moil  friendly  manner  in  his  bed^ 
chamber.  He  repeated  his  a^urances  of  the  great 
friendfhip  he  entertained  for  his  Czarifli  Majefty,  and 
expreifed  great  refpe£k  for  the  perfonal  merit  of  the 
Ambaflador.  After  which  the  Ambafiador  took  leave, 
and  we  returned  to  our  lodgings  in  the  city. 

I  ihall  only  obferve  further,  that  this  foreft  is  reaU 
ly  a  moft  delightful  >  place,  is  well  ftored  with  a  va- 
riety of  game,  and  is  of  great  extent,  as  will  eafily  b^ 
conceived  from  the  account  I  have  given  of  our  two 
days  hunting.  It  is  all  inclofed  with  a  high  wall  of 
brick.  The  value  of  this  park,  fo  ne^r  the  capital, 
ihows  the  magnificence  of  this  powerful  monarch. 

The  24th,  the  Ambaffador  was  invited,  by  the  pre- 
fident  of  (he  College  of  Mathematics,  to  fee  the  ob? 
fervatory,  which  is  fituated  ifnmediately  wit|iin  the 
eaft  wail,  and  commands  an  extenfive  profped.  The 
^^j^ildpig  is  ifiot  magnificent)  but  is  fuxtiiihed  with  \ 

fine 
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ftM  armiHai^  fpherty  globes^  telefcopes,  an  orrery  in 
good  order,  and  other  mathematical  inftruments  of 
the  beft  European  workmanfhip.  This  colkge  was 
erected  by  the  prefent  Emperor,  who  fpares  no  coft 
to  bring  it  to  perfedion ;  and  the  meaneft  of  his  fub« 
ysQtSy  who  difcover  a  genius  for  fdence,  or  any  ufeful 
^,  are  fure  to  meet  with  due  encouragements 

The  Chinefe  are  indebted  to  the  prefent  Emperor 
|br  what  progrefs  they  have  made  in  aftronomy.  He 
ichiefly  promoted  this  ftudy  by  countenancing  the  Je* 
fuits  and  other  miilionaries  ;  for  I  have  been  inform^ 
ed  that,  before  their  arrival  in  this  country,  the  inha« 
bitanta  €ou)d  fcarcely  calculate  an  eclipfe.  The  Chi« 
nefe,  it  is  indeed  pretended,  undei  flood  aflronomy 
previous  to  that  period  ^  but  the  knowledge  of  it  was 
in  a  great  meafure  loft  during  the  many  fatal  revolu- 
tions of  the  empire^ 

From  the  obfervatory  we  afcended,  by  a  broad  rifing 
paflage,  to  the  top  of  the  city-wall,  wher^  we  faw 
about  fifteen  horfemen  riding  their  rounds,  which  we 
were  told  they  performed  day  and  night  at  ftated 
times*  The  wall  is  built  of  brick,  and  is  about  twen- 
ty-five  or  thirty  fe^  high^  haying  embrafures  and 
fquspre  towers  at  equal  diftances,  and  a  wide  deep 
ditch)  which  may  be  filled  with  water  at  pteafure. 
On  the  top  of  the  wall  there  is  a  pleafant  walk,  broad 
^ough  for  fifteen  horfemen  to  ride  a-breaft.  I  fup« 
pofe  the  whole  is,  perhaps^  not  compofed  of  folid 
bricks,  but  the  middle  filled  up  with  earth  and  rul>f 
biih. 

The  25th,  we  went  to  all  the  three  convents,  and 
(opk  leave  of  our  friends  the  puiIio|iaries« 

The 
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The  26th,  the  ambaffador  went  to  the  tribunal  for 
foreign  affairs,  and  received  a  letter  from  the  Empe- 
ror to  his  Czarifh  Majefty.  On  this  occafion,  the 
prefident  acquainted  his  Excellency,  that  he  must  con- 
fider  this  letter  as  a  fmgular  mark  of  favour  to  his 
mailer,  as  their  Emperors  were  not  in  ufe  to  write  let- 
ters of  compliment  to  any  prince,  or,  mdeed,  to  write 
letters  of  any  kind,  except  thofe  which  contained  their 
orders  to  their  fubjeds ;  and  that  the  Emperor  diC> 
penfed  with  fb  material  a  cuftom,  only  to  teftify  his 
refpeft  for  his  Czarifli  Majefty. 

The  original  of  this  letter  was  in  the  Chinefe  lan- 
guage, and  a  copy  of  it  in  the  Mongalian.  It  was 
folded  up  in  a  long  roll,  according  to  the  cuftom  in 
China,  ahd  wrapped  in  a  piece  of  yellow  lilk,  which 
was  tied  to  a  man's  arm,  and  carried  in  proceffion  be- 
fore the  ambaffador.  All  perfons  on  horfeback  whom 
we  met  difmounted,  and  ftood  till  we  had  paffed 
them.  Such  veneration  do  thefe  people  pay  to  every 
thing  belonging  to  the  Emperor. 

The  fame  day,  the  ambaffador  had  a  vifit  from  a 
young  gentleman,  a  defcendent  of  the  femous  Chinefe 
philofopher  Confucius,  whofe  memory  and  works  are 
greatly  refpefted  in  China.  From  what  I  could  learn 
of  this  eminent  philofopher,  he  appears  to  have  beea 
a  perfon  of  extraordinary  parts,  extenfive  knowledge, 
and  exemplary  virtue.  On  account  of  fuch  rare  qua- 
lities, his  family  is  ftill  honoured  and  efteemed  even 
\>y  the  Emperor  himlelf, 
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SOME  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  PRESENT  EMPEROR  OF  CHINA,  THE 

CHINESE  WALL,  &c,    * 

-Defore  we  leave  China,  I  fhall  make  a  few  general 
remarks  on  the  people  and  country,  drawn  from  the 
beft  information  I  could  procure  f  and  shall  begin 
with  the  long  wall. 

.  The  long,  or  endlefs  wall,  as  it  is  commonly  called, 
encompaffes  all  the  north  and  weft  parts  of  China; 
It  was  built,  about  fix  hundred  years  ago,  by  one  of 
the  Emperors,  to  prevent  the  frequent  incurfions  of 
the  Mongalls,  and  other  weftern  Tartars,  who  made 
a  praftice  of  affembling  numerous  troops  of  horfe, 
and  invading  the  country  in  different  places.  The 
Chinefe  frontiers  were  too  extenfive  to  be  guarded 
againft  fuch  bold  and  numerous  enemies,  who,  after 
plundering  and  deftroying  a  wealthy  country,  return- 
ed to  their  own,  loaded  with  fpoils. 

The  Chinefe  finding  all  precautions  ineffedual  ta 
put  a  ftop  to  the  inroads  of  fuch  barbarians,  at  laft  re- 
folved  to  build  this  famous  wall.  It  begins  in  the 
province  of  Leotong,  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay  oE 
Nankin,  and  proceeds  acrofs  rivers,  and  over  the  tops 
of  (he  higheft  mountains,  without  interruption,  keep- 
ing 
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mg  nearly  akmg  the  drcular  rklge  of  barren  rocls 
that  furround  the  country  to  the  north  and  weA ;  and, 
after  running  fouth^i^ards  about  twelve  hundred  £ng- 
liih  nules,  ends  injunpiflable  mountains  andfandy 
deferts. 

The  foundation  confifts  of  hrge  blocks  of  fquare 
ftones  laid  in  mortar ;  but  the  reft  of  the  wall  is  built 
/>f  brick.  The  whole  is  fo  ftrong  and  well  built  as  to 
need  almoft  no  repair,  and  m  fuch  a  dry  climate  may 
remain  in  this  condition  for  many  ages.  Its  hdghth 
and  breadth  are  not  equal  in  every  place ;  nor,  indeed^ 
is  it  neceflary  they  fhould*  When  carried  over  &eep 
rocks,  where  no  horfe  c^n  pa&,  it  is  about  fifteen  or 
twenty  feet  high,  jmd  broad  in  proportion ;  but,  when 
running  through  a  valley,  or  eroding  a  river,  there 
^ou  lee  a  ftrong  wall,  about  thirty  feet  high,  with 
fquare  tpvers,  at  the  diftance  of  a  bow-fhot  ft-om  one 
imother,  and  embrafures  at  equal  diftances.  TI:^  top 
of  the  wail  is  fiat,  and  paved  with  broad  free^^ftone  t 
and  where  it  rifes  over  a  rock,  or  any  eminence,  you 
afcend  by  a  fine  eafy  ftone  ftair. 

The  bridges  ovev  rivers  and  torrents  are  exceeding** 
ly  neat,  being  both  well  contrived  and  executed.^ 
They  have  two  ftoreys  of  arches,  one  above  another, 
to  affcnrd  fuf&cient  paflage  for  the  waters  on  fuddmi 
rains  and  floods. 

This  wall  was  begun  and  completely  finifhed  in  thef 
fpace  <^  five  years }  every  fixth  man  in  China  being 
obliged  to  work  himfelf,  or  find  another  in  his  flead«^ 
h  k  reported,  the  labourers  ftood  fo  clofe^  foi"  mxaf 
.miles  diftance,  as  to  hand  the.  materials  firom  one  W 
another.    This  I  an  the  more  inclige4  to  believe,  as 

the 
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ihe  ruggied  rocks  would  prevent  all  ufe  of  carriages;  , 
nor  could  clay,  for  making  bricks  or  cement  of  any 
kind,  be  found  amcmg  them. 

The  building  of  this  wall,  however,  was  not  the 
only  burden  the  Chinefe  fupported  on  this ;  occafion. 
They  were  alfo  obliged  to  keep  a  numerous  army  in 
the  field  to  guard  the  pafifes  of  the  mountains,  and  fe« 

cure  the  labourers  from  being  interrupted  by  their 

i  

watchful  enemies  the  Tartars,  who  all  the  while  were 
not  idle  fpe£kators. 

I  am  x>f  opinion^  that  no  nation  in  the  world  was 
able  for  fuch  an  undertaking  except  the  Chinefe: 
For,  though  Ibme  other  kingdom  might  have  fumifli- 
^  a  fufficient  number  of  workmen  for  fuch  an^  enter- 
prife,  none  but  the  ingenious,  fober,  and  parfimonious 
Chinefe,  could  have  preferved  order  amidst  fuch  mul^ 
dtudes,  or  patiently  fubmitted  to  the  hardfhips  attend- 
ing fuch  a  labour.  This  furprifing  piece  of  work,  if 
not  fbe  greateft,  may  juilly  be  reckoned  among  the 
wonders  of  the  world.  And  the  Emperor,  who  plan- 
ned and  completed  it,  deferves  fame,  as  much  fuperior 
to  his  who  built  the  famous  Egyptian  pyramids,  as  a 
peifbnnance  of  real  ufe  excels  a  work  of  vanity. 

Befides  the  main  wall,  there  arc  feveral  femicircular 
walls,  which  have  the  long  wall  for  their  diameter,  at 
the  places  lead  fortified  by  nature,  and  at  the  open 
paiTes  of  the  mountains,  l^hefe  are  ftrongly  built,  of 
the  fame  materials  and  architedurc  with  the  long 
wall,  and  are  of  confideraWe  extent,  fometiipes  on  one 
iide  of  the  main  wall,  and*  ibmetimes  on  the  other. 
In  thefe  walls  are  ftrong  gates,  conftantly  defended  by 
«L  numerous  guard.     They  are  imcnd^d  to  prevent  4 
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furprife,  and  ftop  fudden  irruptions  of  the  enemy* 
Even  thefe  leffer  bulwarks  feem  works  of  great  ex- 
pence  and  labour,  but  nothing  in  comparifon  with  the 
long  wall. 

After  the  Chinefe  had  finifhed  their  wall,  they  had 
a  relpite  for  a  confiderable  time  from  the  invafions  of 
their  enemies,  reaping  the  fruits  of  their  labour  in 
peace  and  quietnefs.  However,  about  five  hundred 
years  ago,  the  weftem  Tartars  found  means  to  get 
through  the  wall,  and,  with  a  powerful  army  of  horfe, 
entered  the  country,  carrying  terror  along  with  them 
wherever  they  went.  They  at  laft  became  mafters 
of  the  greateft  part  of  China,  and  kept  poflefCon  of  it 
for  many  years,  till  the  Chinefe,  exafperated  by  their 
tyranny,  took  advantage  pf  their  negligence,  and  drove 
them  back  with  difgrace  to  their  ancient  habitations 
in  the  deferts.     The  Chinefe  now  began  to  re-e(lablifh 

their  former  government,  to  reflify  diforders,  and  re- 
pair defolations  made  by  the  Tartars.  From  this 
time  they  enjoyed  long  peace,  till  the  fatal  year  one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty,  when  the  Mantzur 
Tartars  conquered  the  whole  empire  of  China  ;  which 
conqueft  they  retain  to  this  day,  and,  by  their  pru- 
dent management  an4  mild  government,  feem  in  a  fair 
vay  to  keep  it. 

I  (hall  biieily  relate  in  what  manner  this  ftrange 
rj^volution  wa§  brought  abput  by  fo  fmallV  nation  as 
tlie  Mantzurs  ;  a  people  whom  thp  Chinefe  defpifed, 
and  who  bear  no  greater  proportion  to  the  Chinefe  ^ 
than  the  inhabitants  of  Wales  to  the  reft  of  Great 
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,  It  happened,  during  a  time  of  profound  peace,  that 
a  certain  prince  of  Mantzur,  going  to  fetch  his  bride, 
from  a  place  bordering  on  the  province  of  Leotong, 
^vas,  without  provo<iation,  attacked  by  a  party  of  Chi- 
nefe,  and  flain,  with  moil  of  hi$  attendailts^  againft  all 
laws  of  juftice  and  good  neighbourhood* 

The  Tartars,  though  highly  exafperated,  behaved 
with  uncommon  moderation  on  this  occafion.  Before 
proceeding  to  make  reprifals,  or  taking  any  ftep 
whatever  with  that  view,  they  fent  ambafiadors  to  the 
court  of  Pekin,  demanding  fatlsfadion  for  the  out- 
rage committed  upon  one  of  their  princes^  Their 
complaints  were  neglefted  ;  and  the  matter,  under  va* 
nous  pretences,  delayed,  from  time  to  time,  till  the 
Tartars,  lofmg  all  patience,  and  pofitively  infilling  on 
an  aniwer  to  their  demands,  were  affronted,  and  con- 
temptuoufly  difmiffed  by  the  Chinefe  miniftry,  to 
whom  the  Emperor  had  referred  them.  This  treat- 
ment highly  enraged  the  whole  race  of  the  Tartars, 
who  immediately  vowed  revenge  j  and  having  got  an 
army  together,  entered  the  province  of  Leotong, 
vfhich  lies  without  the  .wall,  wafting  all  with  fire  and 
fword. 

Befides  this  war  with  the  Tartars,  feveral  other 
drcumftances  concurred  to  bring  about  a  revolution 
in  the  empire  j  for  at  the  fame  time  there  happened  a 
great  infurreftion  in  China,  which  at  laft  became  ge- 
nerah    The  rebels  were  coxnmanded  by  one  named 

• 

Li,  who,  after  having  defeated  the  imperial  army  fent 
to  oppofc  him,  invefted  and  took  Pekin  itfelf.  And 
the  Emperor,  rather  than  fall  into  the  bands  of  his 
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furious  fubjeds,  firft  hanged  his  daughter,  and  thext 
himfelf,  on  a  tree  in  his  own  garden/ 

ITie  Emperor's  general,  Ufangue,  ftiU  kept  the 
field  with  the  fmall  remains  of  his  troops,  but  al- 
together unable  to  refift  the  powerful  army  of  the  re- 
bels. He  therefore  retired  northwards ;  and  all  hopes* 
of  fuccefs  being  loft,  came  to  a  refolution  of  calling  in 
the  Tartars  to  his  alliftance.  He  promifed  them  many 
rewards,  and  particularly  the  province  of  Leotong,  if 
by  their  aid  he  fucceeded  in  forcing  the  rebels  to  obe- 
dience. Kum-ti,  the  Tartar  chief,  readily  hearkened 
to  the  propofal,  and  the  terms  were  foon  fettled  be- 
tween the  parties. 

In  confequence  of  this  agreement,  the  new  allies 
joined  armies,  which  were  both  Commanded  by  the 
Tartar,  and  advanced  towards  the  long  wall:  But 
before  they  reached  the  gate,  Kiim-ti,  the  Tartar 
prince,  died,  and  left  his  fon,  Xungfti,  a  child  of 
fevcn  years  of  age,  for  his  fucceffor.  This  accident 
did  not  retard  the  progrefs  of  the  expedition  ;  for  thi» 
child  was  left  to  the  guardianihip  of  his  uncle,  a  man 
of  great  abilities  and  addrefs,  and  perfe&ly  qualified 
to  condudk  the  important  projed:  then  on  foot. 

hnmediately  after  the  death  of  Kum-ti,  the  young 
prince  was  proclaimed  King  of  the  Mantzurs,  and 
commander  in  chief  of  the  combined  army  of  Tar- 
tars and  Chinefe.  In  order  to  magniiy  the  number 
of  Tartars  in  the  army,  and  confequently  render 
themfelves  more  formidable  to  the  rebels,  they  lucki- 
ly fen  upon  a  ftratagem,  which  was,  to  drefs  all 
the  Chinefe  foldiers  in  Tartar  habits  :  And,  at  enter* 
ing  the  wall,  the  real  Tartars  in  the  army  did  not  ex- 
ceed 
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ceed  eight  thoufand  men,  though  indeed  they  were 
followed  by  ftrong  reinforcements* 

When  they  arrived  at  the  wall,  the  Chinefe,  who 
kept  guard,  feeing  a  child  at  the  head  of  fuch  an 
army,  which  they  imagined  to  confift  wholly  of  Tar- 
tarsi  were  fo  furprifed,  that  they  immediately  opened 
the  gates,  without  the  leaft  refiftance,  crying  out, 
long  live  the  Emperon  This  circumftance,  added  to 
the  reports  of  fo  formidable  an  army  of  Tartars,  in- 
creafing  daily  by  reinforcements,  ftruck  fuch  terror 
into  the  rebels,  that  many  of  them  forfook  their  .lead- 
er. The  Tartars  ftill  advanced,  and  had  daily  ikir- 
mifhes  and  feveral  battles  with  the  rebels,  in  which 
the  latter  were  defeated.  In  the  niean  time,  the  guar- 
dian took  care  to  leave  garrifons  in  all  the  towns 
through  which  they  paffed,  with  ftrift  orders  to  ufe 
the  inhabitants  with  the  greateft  humanity.  Such 
mild  behaviour  gai^ed  the  affedion  of  the  nation  in 
general.  And  thus  he  proceeded,  from  one  province 
to  another,  till  the  whole  empire  fubmitted  to  his  ju- 
rifdidion. 

The  war,  which  had  laded  fome  years,  being  now 
at  an.  end,  and  peace  re-eftablifhed,  the  Chinefe 
thanked  the  Tartars  for  their  good  fervices,  and  de- 
fired  they  would  return  to  their  own  country.  But 
the  Tartar  Chief,  on  various  pretences,  delayed  his 
departure,  till  fuch  time  as  he  found  his  party  fuffi- 
ciently  ftrong  to  fix  his  nephew,  Xungfti,  on  the  im- 
perial thr(Mie  of  China. 

Xungfti  died  a  young  man,  and  left  his  fecond 
fon,  Kamhi,  to  fucceed  him.  On  finding  him&lf  at 
the  point  of  death,  he  called  forhiseld^ft  fon,  and 
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aiked  him,  whether  he  would  take  upon  him  the  go- 
.  vemment  ?  but,  being  young  and  modeft,  he  was 
*  unwilling  to  accept,  and  begged  his  father  would  ex- 
cufe  him  on  that  account.  Then  Kamhi  was  called, 
and  alked  the  fame  queftion.  He  was  better  in- 
ftruded,  and  brifkly  anfwered,  he  was  ready  to  obey 
his  Other's  commands,  and  would  take  the  weight  of 
the  government  upon  him.  This  anfwer  fo  pleafed 
the  Emperor,  that  he  named  him  his  fucceflbr ;  and 
accordingly,  on  the  death  of  his  father,  he  was  pro- 
claimed Emperor  ;  and  his  behaviour  has  fhown  him 
altogether  worthy  of  that  honour.  It  is,  it  feems^ 
agreeable  to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  China,  that  the 
Emperor  chufe,  for  his  fucceflbr,  which  of  his  fpns  he 
pleafes,  without  regard  to  primogeniture. 

Although  the  Emperor's  name  is  Kamhi,  the  wefl- 
cnx  Tartars  call,  him  Boghdoychan,  fignifying  chief 
govemour ;  but  the  Chinefe,  in  talking  of  him,  fay 
Vanfuy,  which  fignifies  many  times  ten  thoufiund 
years,  meaning,  let  the  Emperor  live  fo  long.  '  This 
is  a  high  title  in  the  Oriental  phrafe.  His  fons  are 
called  Van,  fignifying  ten  thoufand  years,  and  al:e 
diftinguilhed  by  <he  names  of  Van  the  firft.  Van  the 
fecond,  &c.  according  to  their  age. 

Kamhi,  the  prefent  Emperor,  has  about  twenty 
fons,  and,  it  is  faid,  he  intends  the  fourteenth  for  his 
fucceflbr.  He  is  a  prince  eminent  for  prudence  and 
valour ;  and  had,  at  this  time,  the  command  of  an 
army  againft  the  Kalmucks. 

Kamhi  hath  yet  the  remains  of  ^a  graceful  perfon. 
His  countenance  is  open,  his  difpoiition  generous, 
and  he  gives  great  application  to  bufinefs  ;  qualities 
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abfolutely  neceffary  to  manage  the  great  af&irs  vnA 
iWiich  he  is  intnifted.  His  rdgii  has  been  long  and 
profperous,  though  fometimes  difturbed  by  dangerous 
mfurreftions,  and  open  rebellions  ;  but  his  good  for- 
tune and  prudent  condu£i:,  overcoming  all  difficulties, 
reftored  public  tranquillity;  and  he  has  now,  for  a 
confiderable  time,  enjoyed  porfeft  peace  and  happi- 
nefs.  Although  the  government  of  China  is  abfolute, 
it  requires  no  fmall  fagacity  and  (kill  to  rule  an  em- 
pire of  fuch  extenfive  dominions,  and  containing  fo 
numerous  fubjefts. 

After  Kamhi  had  fettled  his  affairs  at  home,  the 
firft  ftep  he  took  was  to  gain  the  weftem  or  Mongall 
Tartars  to  his  friendfhip^     The  Chinefe  had  no  ene- 
mies fo  formidable.   The  Emperor  knew  their  valour, 
and  had  employed  many  of  them  in  his  army,  who 
did  him  (ignal  fervices  on  many  occaiions.     To  effe£t 
this,  he  began  to  form  alliances  with  their  princes 
and  chiefs,  by  intermarriages  between  their  families 
and  his,  where  thefe  could  take  place ;  others  he 
allured  by  rich  prefents ;  fo  that  they  are  at  prefent 
little  better  than  his  fubjefts  :    And,  by  this  mafter-«. 
piece  of  politics,  he  fucceeded  more  effeftually  tha^i  if 
he  had  employed  the  whole  force  of  China*     The 
friendfbip  of  the  weftem  Tartars  is  of  great  importr 
ance  to  the  Emperor  j  for  they  not  only  fupply  Pekin 
with  prpvifions,  the  produce  of  their  flocks,  but,  upon 
any  emergency,  can  bring  to  his  afTiftance  fifty  thou- 
iand  horfe  on  a  fhort  warning. 

It  may  eafily  be  imagined,  that  great  armies  and 
{tjiQ,  difcjpline  are  neceifary  to  guard  fo  exteniiye 
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terxitories,  and  keq>  fuch  a  numerous  peq>le  to  thdr 
duty.  1^  nuoiber  of  foldiers  reported  to  be  in  thtf 
empire  is  prodigious,  and  almoft  incredible.  I  am 
well  informed,  that  the  fingle  province  and  city  of 
Pekin  c(Hitain  no  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  effedive  men^  all  well  paid,  doathed,  and 
armed. 

Notwithftanding  the  vaft  revenues  which  are  necef- 
iary  for  the  fupport  of  the  government,  the  duties  on 
inland  trade  muft  be  very  eafy  }  for  I  was  told  by  a 
merchant,  that  he  could  live  in  the  capital,  and  trade 
in  what  branches  of  bufinefs  he  pleafed,  for  paying 
only  one  ounce  of  filver  annually  to  the  Emperor. 
Such  eafy  taxes  ihow  the  great  economy  and  mo- 
deration of  Kamhi,  whofe  reign  is  called  the  reign 
of  great  peace  and  reft ;  in  Chinefe  Tayping. 

The  Tartars  call  China  Kit^y,  and  the  people  Ki* 
taytzi }  but  the  Chinefe  call  themfelves  Chum-quod- 
gen,  that  is,  the  people  of  the  middle  region. 

The  empire  of  China  is,  in  a  manner,  feparated 
from  all  the  reft  of  the  world ;  fituated  in  a  fine  and 
healthy  climate,  furrounded  by  the  ocean  to  the  eaft 
and  fouth;  by  a  chain  of  high  rocks  and  barren 
mountains  on  the  north  and  weft,  along  which  runs 
the  famous  wall  as  an  additional  defence.  But  what^ 
in  my  opinion,  is  a  greater  fecurity  to  the  empire  a«> 
gainft  invaders  than  any  thing  yet  mentioned,  is  ti)e 
barren  defert,  ftretching  for  feveral  hundred  miles 
weft  ward,  where  none  but  Tartars  can  fubfift,  and 
which  fcarce  any  regular  army  can  pafs.  The  feas, 
to  the  fouth  and  eaft,  are  indeed  open,  and  China 
might  be  attacked  on  that  fide  j  but,  I  am  pcrfuaded, 

no 
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IK>  priiKTC  wfll  thiiik  k  proper  to  difturb  hk  owii  re- 
pofe,  and  that  of  fuch  a  powerful  people,  inclined  to 
peace  vnth  all  their  neighbours,  and  fatiafied,  as  thef 
ieem,  with  their  own  dominions^ 

I  know  but  onfs  nation  who  could  attempt  the  con^ 
^eft  of  China  with  any  probability  of  fuccefs,  and 
that  is  Ruifia  ;  but  the  territories  of  that  empire  are 
fo  extenfive  in  this  quarter  of  the  world,  as  to  exceed 
€7en  the  bounds  of  ambition  itfeif ;  and  the  RuiHans 
feem  to  entertain  no  defire  of  extending  them  far** 
ther. 

What  part  of  China  I  faw  is  moftly  plain,  inter- 
iperfed  with  hills  and  rifing  grounds.  The  whole  is 
pleafant  and  well  cultivated,  producing  wheat  and 
other  grain,  together  with  abundance  of  jcattie  and 
poultry. 

Befides  the  neceiTaries,  the  Chinefe  have  alfo  many 
of  the  fuperfluities  of  life,  particularly  fine  fruits  of 
various  kinds,  too  tedious  to  mention.  They  have 
likewife  mines  of  gold,  niver,  copper,  lead,  and  iron. 
They  fet  a  greater  value  on  iilver,  in  proportion  to 
gold,  than  the  Europeans  do ;  fo  thaf  gold  is  exported 
to  good  advantage. 

In  China  are  many  navigable  rivers  and  canals,  (ut 
to  great  diftances,  for  the  convenience  of  water-carri- 
age. The  merchants  are  immenfely  rich  by  their 
inland  and  foreign  trade,  which  they  carry  on  to 
great  extent  with  the  Ruffians  and  Tartars,  beHdes 
the  vaft  fums  of  money  they  receive  annually  from 
the  Europeans  in  exchange  for  tea.  China-ware,  and 
other  merchandife.  The  trade  alio  to  Japan,  and  the 
neighbouring  iflands,  is  very  confidf  tabic*    What  is 
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inoft  remarkable  in  their  payments  is,  that  they  re- 
ceive only  dollars,  crown,  and  half-crown  pieces ; 
undervaluing  fmaller  coins,  of  equal  weight  and  ftanr 
dard,  though  they  melt  all  down  direftly  into  bars  of 
different  fizes. 

Tea  is  univerfally  ufed,  at  all  times,  and  by  perfgns 
of  all  ranks.  Both  the  green  and  bohea  grow  on 
the  fame  tree,  or  rather  Ihrub,  called  by  the  Chinefe 
zay.  The  green  tea  is  called  tzin-tzay,  and  the 
bohea  ouy-tzay.  When  the  leaves  are  gathered  at 
the  proper  feafon,  they  are  put  into  large  kettles,  and 
dried  over  a  gentle  fire,  which  makes  them  crumple 
up,  and  prevents  their  crumbling  to  duft,  which 
they  would  infallibly  do,  without  this  precaution.  - 

What  is  defigtied  for  bohea  is  mixed,  in  drying, 
with  the  juice  of  a  certain  plant,  which  gives  it  the 
colour  and  flavour,  and  qualifies  that  (harpnefs, 
which,  in  conftant  drinking,  is  hurtful  to  fome  tender 
conftitutions.  The  cultivating,  gathering,  dref&ng, 
and  packing,  of  this  ufeful  plant,  muft  employ  a  great 
number  of  hands,  and  particularly  of  old  and  young 
people,  who  would  be  unfit  for  harder  labour. 

The  high  rates  at  which  tea  is  fold  in  Europe  are 
a  little  furprifing,  confidering  the  prices  in  China. 
For,  at  Pekin,  the  price  of  the  beft  tea,  either  greei^ 
or  bohea,  is  half  an  ounce  of  filver  the  Chinefe 
pound,  which  is  equal  to  what  it  would  be  at  two 
Ihillings  a  pound  in  England.  And,  allowing  the 
freight  and  duties  to  be  high,  yet  the  profits  feem 
fomewhat  extravagant.  I  fliall  only  add,  on  this  fub- 
jeft,  that  the  tea  commonly  fold  at  Pekin  is  prefer- 
able in  quality  to  what  is  imported  to  Europe  from. 

Canton : 
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Caiiton  -,  arid  that  the  Chinefe  drink  it  without  fi|gar> 
though  fugar  is  a  produce  of  the  country,  and  con- 
fequently  very  cheap. 

Several  of  the  Chinefe  manufaftures  are  brought 
to  great '  perfeftion,  efpecially  that^of  weaving  filk, 
damaiks,  and  other  ilufis,  which  are  partly  worn  by 
the  natives,  and  partly  exported.  Silks  are  the  com- 
mon drefs  of  the  better  fort  of  people^  of  both  fexes, 
and  coarfe  cotton -cloth  that  of  the  lower  clafs.  They 
ufe  almoft  no  woollen  cloths,  becaufe,  they  fay,  in 
their  climate,  they  gather  too  much  duft.  They  have 
great  abundance  of  raw  filk.  They  make  no  muf- 
fins, nor  fine  chints ;  neither  are  thefe  much  ufed* 

The  Chinefe,  it  is  well  known,  are  excellent  per- 
formers in  feveral  mechanic,  arts,  particularly  as  pot- 
ters, dyers,  japanners,  joiners,  and  paper-makers.  In 
the  article  of  paper-making,  they  excel  even  the  £u« 
ropeans. 

Their  workmaififliip  in  metals  is  but  clumfy;  ex- 
cept only  founding,  at  which  they. are  very  expert. 
The  arts  of  ftatuary,  feulpture,  and  painting,  have 
made  but  fmall  progrefs  among  them.  They  have 
excellent  water-coJours  of  all  forts,  but  none  in  oil. 
The  chief  ftudy  of  their  painters  feems  to  be  landikip 
painting  ^  and  1  have  feen  fome  of  their  performan- 
ces in  this  way  very  natural. 

They  have  many  quarries  of  fine  marble,  of  dif- 
ferent colours  ;  but  not  fo  much  as  a  fingle  ftatue  is 
to  be  feen  in  the  Emperor's  garden. 

The  making  of  clocks  and  watches  was  lately  in* 
iroduced,  under  the  protection  of  the  prefent  Emperor^ 

who, 
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who,  at  his  leUore  houn^  amdes  hbnfdlf  wiA  wbac< 
ever  is  carious,  either  in  art  or  mtuir* 

The  Chinefe  are  a  dvillized  and  hofpit^k  P^^f^ 
complaiiant  to  ftrangers,  aotd  to  one  anodier  ^  very 
regular  in  their  manners  and  behaviour,  and  reSpeikhA 
to  their  fuperiors ;  but,  above  a&,  their  regard  foe 
their  parents,  and  decent  treatment  of  their  women 
of  all  ranks,  ought  to  be  imitated,  and  dderve  great 
praife*  Tfaefe  good  qualities  are  a  natural  confeqneoce 
of  the  fobriety  and  uniformity  of  fife  to  which  tbtf 
have  been  long  accuftomed. 

The  general  regularity  and  decency  of  manners 
among  the  Chinefe,  is  obvious  to  aH  who  fee  and 
obferve  them  with  the  lead  attention.  And,  as  they 
are  lingular  in  many  things,  beyond  moft  other  na* 
tions,  they  are  fo,  likewife^  ia  this  point  of  polity,, 
which  I  cannot  omit  taking  notice  of  in  my  tranfient 
remarks. 

It  may  eafily  be  imagined,  that,  in  (b  populous  » 
city,  there  muft  be  many  idle  perf<ms  of  both  fexes  ^ 
though,  1  believe,  fewer  than  in  moft  other  cities  of 
the  world,  even  in  thofe  of  much  lefs  extent  than  that 
of  Pekin.  In  order  to  prevent  all  diforderly  prac- 
rices,  as  much  as  poflible,  the  government  hav& 
thought  fit  to  permit,  or  connive  at,  certain  phces 
in  the  fuburbs,  for  the  reception  and  entertainment  of 
proftitutes,  who  are  maintamed  by  the  landlords  of 
die  houfes  in  which^  they  dwell,  but  not  allowed  to 
ilraggle  abroad.  I  have  been  informed,  that  thdk 
hdies  of  pleafure  have  aH  fq>arate  dpzrtxaeats,  with 
ibe  price  of  each  lady,  deferibing,  at  the  bfoc  time^ 
her  beauties  and  qualities^  written  over  the  door  of 

her 
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her  apaitment,  in  fair  legible  charafbrs ;  which  price 
is  paid  diredly  by  the  gallant ;  by  which  means^  thefe 
a&irs  are  condu&ed  without  noife  in  the  houfes,  or 
diftuibances  in  the  neighbourhood.  Ncafy  brawls 
att  very  Iftldom,  hardly  ever,  known  at  Pekin.  Thofe 
who  are  found  oflSooding  in  this  way  undergo  very 
ieirere  penalties.  It  is  likewife  to  be  obferved,  that 
thefe  houfes  are  calculated  for  the  meaner  fort  of 
people  only;  fo  that  any  perfon,  who  bath  the  l^afl 
regard  to  his  credit  or  reputation,  c^efully  avoidi 
being  feen  in  tbem* 

I  miiftf  however,  take  nodce  of  one  (hocking  and 
unnaturai  prance,  which  appears  more  eiitraordinary 
in  a  country  jfo  well  regulated  and  governed  as  China; 
I  m^aii  that  of  e^^ppofing  fo  many  new  bom  infants  ^| 
the  ftreet^*  Thi^,  indeed,  is  only  done  by  the  poor, 
who  have  more  wives  than  they  can  maintain.  To 
prevent  the  death  of  thefe  children,  there  are  public 
hp^lpitals  appointed  for  their  reception,  and  people 
fent  out  through  the  ftreets,  every  morning,  to  pick 
up,  and  carry  thither,  fuch  children  as  they  find  ex^ 
pofed.  The  miflionaries  alfo  fend  out  people  to  take 
iq>  fuch  as  have  been  negle£ted,  who  are  carried  to  a 
private  hofpital,  maintained  at  their  charge,  and  edu- 
cated in  the  Chriftian  religion*  And  of  fuch  per- 
fons  do  the  greateft  part  of  the  Chmefe  Chriftians 
confifl. 

I  ihall  now  make  a  few  remarks  upon  the  ladies, 
who  have  many  good  qualities  befides  their  beauty. 
They  are  very  cleanly  and  modeft  in  their  dre^. 
Their  eyes  are  black,  and  fo  little,  that,  when  they 

laugh. 


2S^  A     JOURHEY 

laugh,  you  can  fcarce  fee  them.  Their  hair  is  black 
2s  jet,  and  neatly  tied  up  in  a  knot,  on  the  crown  of 
the  head,  adorned  with  artificial  flowers  of  their  own 
making,  which  are  very  becoming.  The  better  fort, 
who  are  feldom  expofed  to  the  air,  have  good  com- 
plexions. Thofe  who  are  inclined  to  the  olive,  take 
care  to  add  a  touch  of  white  and  red  paint,  which 
they  apply  very  nicely. 

The  ladies  of  diflin&ion  are  feldom  permitted  to 
ftir  abroad,  except  to  vifit  their  neareft  relations;  and, 
on  thefe  occafions,  they  are  always  carried  in  clofe 
chairs,  and  attended  by  their  fervants.  The  women 
of  all  ranks  ftay  pretty  much  at  home.  The  fmaH- 
nefs  of  their  feet,  which  renders  them  unable  to  walk 
to  any  confiderable  diftance,  makes  their  confinement 
lefs  difagreeable.  As  foon '  as  a  girl  comes  into  the 
world,  they  bind  her  tender  feet  with  tight  bandages, 
which  are  renewed  as  occafion  requires,  to  prevent 
their  growing.  This  cuftom  prevails  univerfally, 
the  Tartar  ladies  refiding  in  China  only  excepted, 
who  appear  to  have  no  inclination  to  conform  to  this 
faihion. 

This  fafliion  was  introduced  into  China  by  a  great 
princefs,  who  lived  fome  ages  ago.  She  was  a  lady 
of  extraordinary  beauty  and  virtue,  and  has  obtained 
the  reputation  of  a  faint ;  but,  it  is  reported,  her  feet 
refembled  thofe  of  birds  ;  on  which  accoimt  flie  kept 
them  always  carefully  wrapped  up,  and  concealed 
even  from  the  Emperor  her  hufband.  The  ladies  of 
the  court  followed  her  example,  wldch,  of  courfe, 
foon  became  general*  The  Chincfe  womai  never 
pare  their  nails,  but  fuSer  them  to  grow  to  the  full 

length. 
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length.      This  proves  no  impediment  in  embroidery, 
and  other  needle-work,  in  which  they  are  conftantly . 
employed.     Thefe  they  finifh  with  extraordinary  neat-, 
nefs,  "as  fully  appears  from  fome  fpecimens  of  them 
brought  to  Europe. 

The  Chinefe  deferve  great  praife  for  their  patience 
in  finifliing  completely  every  thing  they  undertake* 
And,  what  is  ftill  a  greater  recommendation,  their 
labours  are  not  the  afFeft  of  whim  or  caprice,  but  cal- 
culated to  ferve  fome  ufeful  purpofe.  Th^  public 
:works  about  the  city  of  Pekin  are  inftjmces  of  thefe 
obfervations.  The  ftreets,  in  particular,  are  the  fineft: 
in  the  world. — ^They  are  fpacious,  neat,  and  ftraight. 
The  canals  which  fupply  the  city  with  water  have, 
at  proper  diftances,  commodious  ftone-bridgqs  over 
them  ;  and  thefe  canals  are  not  only  built  with  free- 
ftone  on  the  fides,  but  the  bottoms  of  them  paved 
with  broad  cut-ftones,  in  the  neateft  manner  imagina- 
ble. There  are  but/ew  fprings  6f  foft  water  in  Pekin. 
And  the  water,  in  general,  though  a  little  brackifh, 
is  by  no  means  unwholefome. 

The  Chinefe  are  generally  of  a  middle  fize,  and 
ilender  make,  but  very  adtive.  They  are  honeft,  and 
qbferve  the  ftrifteft  honour  and  juftice  in  their  deal- 
ings. It  muft,  however,  be  acknowledged,  that  not 
a  few  of  them  are  much  addicted  to  knavery,  and 
well  (killed  in  the  arts  of  cheating.  They  have,  in- 
deed, found  many  Europeans  as  great  proficients  in 
that  art  as  themfelves. — And,  if  you  once  cheat  them, 
they  are  fure  to  retaliate  on  the  firft  opportunity. 

As  to  the  religion  of  the  Chinefe,  I  cannot  pretend 
tp  give  a  djftinft  account  of  it.     According  to  the  bef^ 

information 
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nformatioa  I  could  pnocore,  Aej  are  cEiided  mto 
finreral  feds,  among  wfaicli  that  of  the  Theifts  h  the 
moft  ntioiial  and  refpedable.  Thejr  warlkip  one 
God,  whom  diey  call  Tien,  the  Heaven  cr  the  higfaeft 
Lord,  and  pay  no  religious  homage  to  the  images  of 
their  countrymen.  This  fed  has  fubfifted  for  many 
ages  longer  than  ChrifUanity,  and  is  ftill  moft  in 
vogue  i  being  embraced  by  the  Emperor  himfelf,  and 
moft  of  the  grandees,  and  men  of  learning.  The 
common  people  are  generally  idolaters.  The  few 
Jews  and  Mahometans  reiiding  here  are  fuppofed  to 
have  entered  China  about  fix  or  feven  hundred  years 
ago,  in  company  with  the  weftem  Tartars.  There  is 
a  very  inconfiderable  fed,  called  Crofs-^worfliippers. 
They  worfhip  the  holy  crofs  ;  but  have  loft^  all  other 
marks  of  Chriftianity ;  which  makes  it  probable  the 
gofpel  was  preached  in  this  country  before  the  arHval 
of  the  miflionaries,  but  by  whom  is  uncertain.  The 
Chriftians  at  prefent  are  computed  to  amount  tp  one 
hundred  thoufand,  of  both  fexes.  I  have  been  told, 
the  Chinefe  have  alfo  fome  Atheifts  among  them. 

I  had  feveral  opportunities  of  talking  with  their 
phyfidans.  They  generally  both  prepare  and  admi- 
nifter  their  own  prefcriptions,  and  are  very  little  ac- 
quainted with  the  medicinal  fyftem  pradifed  in  £u« 
rope.  As  they  have  but  few  chymical  preparations, 
their  chief  ftudy  is  the  virtues  of  plants,  which 
they  apply  on  all  occafic^,  and  often  with  fuccefs. 
They  feel  the  padeht's  pulfe  for  four  or  five  minutes, 
and  very  feldom  let  blood,  even  in  high  fevers.  They 
compare  a  fever  to  a  boiling  pot,  and  choofe  rather 
to  take  the  fire  from  it  than  diminiih  the  quantity  of 

liquor 
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Squor  it  Mntams,  which  would  only  make  it  boil  the 
&fter.  Bathing  and  cupping  are  much  praftifed; 
and  Aey  even  apply  fire,  in  fome  cafes^  particularly 
for  pains  in  the  joints,  and  gouty  diforders.  On  thefe 
.  occaiions,  they  apply  a  lighted  match,  compofed  of 
the  downy  fubftance  that  grow^  on  mugwort,  to  the 
part  affefted ;  which  making  a  fear,  either  entirely 
removes,  or  confiderably  mitigates  the  pain. 

I  cannot  but  take  notice,  on  this  occafion^  of  a  &• 
mous  plant,  called  Gingfing,  which  grows  in  the  pro* 
vinc^  of  Leotong.  The  root  of  this  plant  is  fo  much 
cfteemed  for  its  phyfical  virtues,  that  it  is  gathered  by 
people  appointed  by  the  Emperor  for  this  purpofe  on« 
ly,  and  is  valued  at  the  rate  of  about  twenty-five 
pounds  Sterling  the  pound  weight.  It  is  fo  rare,  that 
the  Emperor  fent  two  pounds  of  it  only  in  a  prefent 

*  to  his  Czariih  Majefty.  There  are  two  forts  of  it ; 
one  looks  as  if  candied,  the  other  like  fmall  parfley 
roots,  and  has  fomething  of  the  fame  tafte.  They 
ilice  down  t>r  pound  it ;  and,  after  infufion  and  flight 
boiling,  they  give  it  to  the  patient*  I  could  never  learn 
from  their  pjhyflcians  what  fpecific  qualities  this  plant 
poiTeflcd,  only  that  it  was  of  univeri'al  uie.  I  have 
heard  many  (lories  of  ftrange  cures  performed  by  it ; 
that  perfons  feemingly  dead  have,  by  its  means,  been 

•  reflored  to  health.  1  believe,  indeed,  it  may  be  a 
good  reftorative  plant ;  but,  if  it  really  has  any  extra- 
ordinary virtues,  1  could  never  difcover  them,  though 
I  have  made  many  experiments  on  it  at  Jifxerent  times. 
I  fhould  imagine  this  rare  pla!nt  migbt  be  cukivateU, 
tvith  fuccefs,  in  the  country,  wherd  ii  giov^  s  natural- 

Yy  ly; 
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ly ;  and  it  appears  improbable  the  Chtnde  ^vonld  ne* 
gJieSt  fuch  a  fovereign  remedy. 

Thereat  men  in  China  follow  the  example  of  the 
weflera  Afiatics,  in  keeping  eunuchs  to  attend  them, 
who  are  their  counfellors,  and  chief  confidents,  on  aU 
occafions.  Their  bufinefs  is  to  take  care  of  the  wo- 
men ;  and,  being  in  a  manner  detatched  from  the 
world,  they  are  much  refpeded.  Caftrating  is  a  trade 
in  China ;  and  fo  (killfiil  and  dexterous  are  the  per- 
formers, that  few  die  under  their  hands.  I  knew  a 
man  who,  being  reduced  to  low  circumftances,  fold 
himfelf  to  be  made  an  eunuch^  after  he  was  30  years  ef 
age. 

The  language  of  the  Chinefe  is  compofed  chiefly  of 
monofyllables,  and  feems  to  me  eafily  acquired ;  at 
lead  as  much  of  it  as  is  fufEcient  for  converfatiop. 
The  difficulty  of  learning  their  letters,  or  rather  marks 
for  words,  cannot  be  fo  great  as  is  commonly  reprt- 
fented  ;  for  yon  fcarce  meet  a  common  hawker  who 
cannot  read  and  write  what  belongs  to  his  calling.  It 
requires,  indeed,  much  labour,  and  confiderable  abi^i 
lities,  to  acquire  the  cbarader  of  a  learned  man  in 
China. 

I  have  mentioned  above  a  few  only  of  their  manu* 
faftures,  |  cannot  omit  taking  notice  of  their  paper, 
which  is  made  both  of  fi}k  and  cotton,  ^d  is  remark-? 
fibly  clean  and  fmpotbf  They  had  been  in  poiTeflipn 
pf  this  art  for  many  j^ges  before  they  had  any  inter- 
f  ourfe  with  the  Europeans,  as  appears  from  their  rer 
fiords.  Their  iheets  are  made  larger  than  any  I  ever 
fyy(  }n  Europe;  and,  though  they  generally  write 
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tdth  hair  pencils,  I  have  feen  Chmefe%paper  that  bore 
our  pens  and  ink  very  well. 

Their  ink^  called  toujhy  is  well  known  to  our  pain^ 
ters  and  defigners.  I  was  told  the  chief  ingredient  in 
it  is  the  burnt  bones  of  animals.  They  hftve  feveral 
forts  of  it ;  but  the  beft  is  very  cheapo  and  is  made 
up  in  pafles  of  various  figures,  ftaibped  with  charac- 
ters or  letters.^  It  is  generally  put  up  in  little  flat 
boxes,  fometimes  double  the  value  of  the  ink  they 
contain. 

I  ihall  here  infert  a  fpecimen  of  Chinefe  numbers, 
Itnd  a  few  capital  words,  with  thofe  of  feveral  ^othei' 
Afiatic  nations. 


Chinefe  Numbers 

i 

iga. 

a 

Langa. 

3 

Sanga, 

4 

Siga- 

5 

Uga. 

6 

Leoga^ 

1 

Tziga- 

% 

Paga. 

9 

Tidugaw 

io 

Shiga. 

it 

Shiyga. 

12 

Sfaiergaw 

»3 

Shifenga^ 

'4 

Shifga. 

'5 

Shioga* 

i6 

Sluleoga^ 

55^ 


• 
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»7 

Shiaga. 

i8 

Shifpaga. 

19 

Shfauga. 

30 

Shielga. 

30 

Shinlhiga. 

40 

Taeoiga. 

50 

Ufhiga. 

60 

L«ofhiga^ 

70 

TzUMga. 

80 

Pafhiga. 

90 

Taofliiga^ 

100 

Ibay.  > 

1000 

Itzen. 

10,000 

Van, 

J  specimen  efEngliJb  and  Cbine/e  Wordu 

God,    Foy. 

The  heavens,    Tien. 

The  earth,    Tiye. 

The  fun,    Shilo. 

The  moon,    Jualang, 

The  ftars,    Tzifing, 

The  devil,    Kuy. 

Water,    Shuy. 

Wind,    Fung. 

Ram,    £u. 

Good,    Cho. 

Bad,    Pu. 

A  good  friend,    Cho^pung-yu. 

Farewell,    Manfaylca. 

Fire^ 
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Fire,    Choa. 
Bread,    BoboOr 

The  Mantzur^s  If  umbers* 

*  ■  • 

1  £mu« 

2  Dio. 

» 

3  Ilan. 

4  Tiiin. 

5  Suindja. 

6  Nynguin* 

7  Naadan* 

8  laachun. 

9  Une. 

lo    loan,  &c* 

The  MongalPs  Numbers^  andfome  of  their  Words^ 

t  Neggea. 

2  Choin 

3  Gurbsu 

4  Dirbv. 

5  Tabu. 

6  Zurga*  ^,  . 

7  Dolo* 

8  Naoma. 

9  Juflu. 

10  Alba. 

1 1  Arba-negge2# 

12  Arba«GhdiF« 


jr8  A  jdu&KBt 

13  Aibapgurba. 

14  Arba-dirbu» 

15  Arbartabu. 

16  Arba*zurga. 
X  7  Arba-dolo. 

1 8  Arbapnaunuu 

19  Arba-juflu. 
ao  Choiiy. 
30  Gutfliy. 
40  Dutihy« 
50  Taby. 

60  Dinu 

70  Data. 

80  Naya* 

90  Irea. 

100  Dzo. 

xooo  Mmga« 

1O9O00  Tumea« 

God,    Burchan« 
The  heavens,    Tengttj^ 
The  earth,    Gadzar. 
The  fun,    Narra^ 
The  moon,    Shara.r 
The  ftars,    Odu. 
The  clouds,    Ulear 


Tbe  Tangufs  Numbers 
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3  Sum. 

4  Che« 

5  Gno. 
^  Duk. 

7  Dunn. 

8  Djfl. 

9  Gu. 

10  Dju-tamba,  &c. 


Numbers  of  Indoftan^ 


I 

Eck. 

3 

Duy. 

3 

Tin. 

4 

Tzar. 

5 

Penge, 

6 

Tzo, 

7 

Tate^. 

8 

Aatfa. 

9 

Nouy. 

|o 

Dafs,  &c. 

The  people  of  Indoftan  have  little  or  no  corres- 
pondence with  China,  being  feparated  from  it  by  im« 
paflable  mountains,  and  barren  deferts.  They  call 
China  by  the  name  of  Eitat,  and  the  Emperor  Amola** 
(^han. 

The  Indians  call  Ruflia  Ok. 

Tho 


The  firft  great  Lama,  or  Ugh  Prieft  near  the  bor- 
ders of  India,  is  called  Bejrngin-Bogdu ;  and  hadi  his 
refidence  at  a  place  called  Digenbu 

The  fecond  is  the  Delaj^Lama,  refiding  at  Lahaflar. 
The  Indians  call  him  Tamtzj-Kcmuu  From  Digerda 
to  Lahaflar  is  a  month's  journey  on  foot. 

The  third  is  the  Kutucfato,  called  by  the  Indians 
Tarranat,  who  refides  at  the  Urga,  not  bi  from  Selin* 
giniky. 

The  prefent  Great  Mogul  is  called  Sheyhalim-Pa- 
tiiha*  The  Indian  married  priefts  are  the  Brachmans; 
their  monks  are  called  Atheits,  and  their  military  men 
Refput. 

The  Indian  and  Tangut  numbers,  together  with 
thefe  few  notes,  I  had  from  the  Faquir  at  Selingin- 
iky )  Vho  told  me,  that  the  greateft  penance  that 
could  be  impofed  on  any  of  their  order,  was  a  pil- 
grimage to  vifit  thefe  three  high  priefts.  Though  I 
have  hinted  fomething  concerning  them,  during  my 
ftay  at  Selinginfky,  yet,  as  I  ihall  have  no  opportunity 
in  future  to  learn  any  thing  more  about  thofe  great 
men,  I  think  it  will  not  be  unacc^table  that  I  have 
inferted  the  foregoing  fhort  notes. 

I  had,  from  my  early  youth,  a  ftrong  inclination  to 
vlfit  the  eaftem  parts  of  the  WiM'kl ;  and  Providence 
afforded  me  an  opportunity,  far  beyond  my  ejcpefihi- 
tions,  of  gratifying  my  curiofity  in  the  mod  ample 
manner.  For  never,  perhaps,  were  thofe  countries  in 
a  more  ilouriihing  condition  than  mider  the  famous 
Emperors  Kamhi  and  Peter  the  Firft  ;  and,  perhaps, 
fuch  another  conjun£ture  of  circumftances  may  not 
l^appen  for  feveral  ages.    I  have  now  finiflied  my 

account 
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account  of  the  oibfervations  I  made  during  my  refi- 
deoce  in  China ;  and,  had  we  returned  by  the  faxm^ 
toute  ve  went  eailward,  I  fliould  here  conclude  my 
Journal;  but,  as.  our  route  was  different,  in  many 
places,  particularly  in  our  paffage  by  water  from  Sct 
linginflty  to  ToboUky,  I  ihall  proceed  to  make  my 
remarks  on  fuch  plsices  and  things  only  as  I  have 
hitherto  had  no  oppprtunity  of  mentioning. 
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OUR  DEPARTURE  FROM  PittiN ;  OCCURRENCES,  «cc.  DUR- 
ING OUR  JOURMEY  BACK  TOWARDS  MOSCO- 


iVlARCH  adj  we  fent  off  our  heavy  baggage  early  in 
the  morning ;  and,  about  noon,  left  the  fine  city  of 
Pekin,  accompanied  by  feveral  Chinefe  gentlemen, 
who  were  to  return  with  Mr  de  Lange,  whom  his 
Ozarifh  Majefty  had  appointed  to  remain  as  his  agent 
at  the  court  of  Pekin,  In  the  evening,  we  reached  a 
large  town,  called  Sangping-ju,  where  we  lodged. 

The  4di,  Mr  de  Lange  and  our  friends  returned  to 
the  city,  and  we  continued  our  journey.     I  have  al- 

Z  2      '  ready 
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ready  mentioned  mod  of  the  remarkable  towns  thra' 
which  we  pafled  ;  and,  as  little  happened  on  the  road 
worth  notice,  I  fhall  only  obferve,  that  we  were  en- 
tertained by  the  govemours  in  the  fame  hofpitable 
manner  as  before* 

The  gth,  we  arrived  at  Kalgan,  the  lafl  town  of 
any  note,  and  about  three  miles  diftant  from  the  long 
walL  We  ftaid  here  two  days,  in  order  to  provide 
bVead,  rice,  and  other  provifions,  for  our  journey  over 
the  Hungry  Defert. 

Next  day,  the  governor  waited  on  the  ambailador, 
and  invited  him  to  fee  fome  Chinefe  troops  perform 
their  exercife.     We  accordingly  walked  into  an  ad- 
jacent field,  where  we  found  about  four  thouiand 
infantry  drawn  up  in  fix  lines.     All  their  guns  had 
match-locks.     The  field-officers  were  on  horfeback,. 
'  armed  with  bows  and  arrows ;  but  the  fubaltems  on 
foot,  having  fpears^  longer  or  fhorler,  according  ta 
'  their  rank.     All  the  troops  kept  a  profound  iilence,. 
till  the  commanding-officer  ordered  the  fignal  to  be 
given  for  beginning  the  exercife,  which  was  done  by 
firing  a  fmall  gun,  mounted  on  the  back  of  a  camel. 
Upon  this  fignal,  they  advanced,  retreated,  and  per- 
formed their  evolutions,,  according  to  the  difcipline  of 
the  country,,  in  a  very  regular  manner.     After  finifh- 
ing  this  exercife,  the  whole  corps  at  laft  divided  itfelf 
into  companies  of  fifty  men  each,  and  kneeling,  as 
clofe  to  one  another  as  poffible,  continued  in  this 
podure  for  fome  minutes ;  they  then  rofe^  and  run- 
ning to  their  former  ftations,  quickly  formed  them- 

l«lves«  without  the  leafl  confufion.    From  what  I 
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•bferved  of  their  motions,  I  am  of  opinion  they'miglit 
eaiily  be  taught  any  ezercHe  whatever. 

The  1 2th,  we  arrived  at  the  gates  of  the  main  wall, 
^hich  we  foaiid  open.  Here  the  commander,  and 
feveral  oiEcers' of  the  guard,. met  us,  ind  invited  the 
ambaflador  to  walk  in  id  the  guard-room,  aAd  drink 
a  dilh  of  tea.  After  this  rcpaft,  we  proceeded  a  few 
Ihiles  farther ;  but,  as  it  was  too  late  to  get  over  the 
mountains  that  night,  we  took  yp  our  quarters  at  ^ 
village  where  we  had  lodged  in  going  to  Pekin. 

Next  morning  early  we  left  the  village,  and  travel- 
led along  the  banks  of  a  torrent^  which  runs  through 
a  narrow  valley  between  the  mountains.  For  con* 
veniency  of  the  road,  we  croffed  this  rivulet  several 
times.  The  weather  was  very  fine  and  warm ;  and 
the  face  of  this  country  extremely  pl(^afant.  On  the 
fides  of  the  rocks,  we  faw  fqattered  many  neat  cottages, 
furrounded  with  little  gardens,  and  crooked  trees, 
which  the  Chinefe  h^ve  naturally  de(igned  on  fome 
of  their  japanned  and  China-ware,  After  travelling 
about  a  dozen  of  Englifh  miles,  we  ^c^nded  the 
Vocks  by  a  winding-path,  formed  by  art ;  and,  as  foon 
as  we  reached  the  fummit,  we  entered  on  the  plain  ; 
*  for  there  13  little  or  no  defcent  into  th^  defert  from 
the  opening  between  the  rock^.  I  obferved,  that  all 
the  rivers  which  fpring  from  the  mountains  on.  the 
north  and  weft  of  China,  run  towards  the  foyth  and 
fouth-eaft  ;  an4  thofe  that  rife  weftward  of  the  defert, 
direft  their  courfes  through  Siberia,  to  the  north  and 
north-weft  -y  which  makes  it  evident,  that  the  rocks 
;md  deferts  are  higher  than  any  places  in  China  or  Si- 
\>txh*    We  now  fplt  a  very  fonfible  change  in  the 


3^4  A    JOURKEY   . 

ttF.  Ia  the  nioming^  we  left*  a  warm  cJkstiH ;  bM 
here  we  found  thb  defert  all  covered  with  fnow.  We 
travelled  about  five  miles  &rther,  and  tUcn  pildied 
our  tents  on  the  banks  of  a  fmall  rivaled 

The  ambaflador,  confidering  that  to  travel  along 
.with  the  heavy  baggage  wonld  render  the  journey,  at 
this  feafoU)  tedious  and  difagreeable,  refotved  to  leave 
it  under  a  proper  guards  and  proceed  by  the  fiiorteft 
and  fpeedieft  way,  to  Selinginiky.  Lomy^  our  for- 
mer condudor,  being  appointed  in  the  fame  ftation^ 
was  confulted  on  this  occafion,  and  agreed  to  make 
one  of  our  company  ;  while  the  Chinefe  guards  com- 
majided  by  another  officer^  took  care  of  the  baggage. 
Our  party  confided  of  the  ambaffador,  Mr  Ktt&itZy 
inyfelf,  and^four  fervants*  -  We  packed  up  beds,  and  a 
few  iiecefTaries,  and  fct  out  direftly. 

We  rode  very  hard  all  the  14th  ;  and,  in  the  even- 
ing, took  up  our  lodgings  in  a  Mongaiian  tent,  along 
Hvith  the  family.  The  outfide  of  the  tent  Mfas  hung 
tound  with  feveral  pieces  of  horfe-flefh,  on  which  our 
landlord  akd  his  wife  fupped,  and  invited  us  to  (hare 
their  repaft  ;  but  as  we  had  provifions  of  t)ur  own,  we 
ddired  to  be  excufed.  The  difagreeable  fmell  of  this 
(upper  made  us  refolve  to  lleep  in  the  fields  for  the 
future  till  we  came  to  Selinginlky  ;  for  although  the 
bights  were  fomewhat  cold  and  irofty,  the  weather 
was  dry  and  pleafant. 

Next  day,  having  got  frefli  horfes,  we  proceeded  on 
our  journey.  Nothing  of  moment  occurred  till  the 
third  of  April,  when  we  arrived,  before  noon,  on  the 
banks  of  thfe  river  Tola.  It  was  now  nineteen  days 
fince  we  left  otir  baggage,  dui^ing  which  time  we  rode 

very 
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very  hard,  (Changing  horfel .  genemlly  three  or  fous 
times  a^day ;  and  this  w^s  the  fitft  manilig  water  we 
h^  feen.  I  caluiot  help  taking  notice  of  the  ptea^ 
fure  that  a|>peared  in  every  face  at  the  fight  df  thift 
ftfeam ;  and  I  need  not  mention  how  cheerfully  we 
regaled  oiufehres  on  this  ocxrai&oa.  For  my  own  part, 
I  thought  the  mod  delicious  wines  of  I^)aban  and 
Thiras  not  worthy  to  be  compared  to  this  fimple  ele- 
ment) fo  little' priced  by  tbofe  who  enjoy  it  in  plenty. 
Our  bread  was  all  fpent  ibme  days  before }  however^ 
we  had  ftill  {bme  mutton^  with  which  we  had  beeft 
fupplied)  from  time  to  time,  during  our  journey*  All 
this  time,  we  obferved  no  road  ;  but  kept  moftly  a* 
bout  one,  or  fometimes  two  dap  journey  to  the  north<^ 
ward  of  our  former  route.  The  greateft  danger  at- 
tending this  way  of  travelling,  arofe  from  the  arrows 
which  the  Mongalls  had  fet  in  ftrong  bent  bows»  co* 
vered  with  fjuid^  for  killing  antelopes.  One  of  our 
horfes  happened  to  tread  on  one  of  thefe  bows ;  the 
arrow  im.mediately  flew  out,  and,  moft  fortwoatdy  h% 
the  fUrrup  iron,  otberwife  the  horfe  or  rider  woul4 
have  been  killed  upon  the  fpot.  We  had^  indeed, 
guides  to  condud  us.  from  place  to  place  ^  but  they' 
were  unacquaitKed  with  any  ihares  laid  beyond  tiitif 
own  bounds. 

This  day,  about  noon^  fbme  Mongalls  unluckily  fet 
fire  to  the  long  grafs*  before  us,  which,  by  means  of  a 
ftrong  wind,  foon  fpread  to  a  great  diftance.  We 
immediately  retired  to  the  top  of  a  neighbouring  hiUy 
(for  now  the  grounds  begin  to  rife,  and  the  foil  is 
much  better  near  the  river),  and,  fetdn^  fire  to  the 
grafs  around  us,  travelled  near  a  mile  Mn  a  difmal 

cloud 
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cloud  of  fmoke.    Some  of  our  people,  xi^ho  were  be* 

* 

hind  us,  and  unprovided  with  flints,  were  put  to  hard 
ihifts,  having  their  hair  and'  cloaths  all  finged.  We 
forded  the  Tola  in  pretty  deep  water,  and  continued 
our  journey  through  pleafant  valleys,  between  gently 
riling  hills,  fome  of  whofe  tops  were  adorned  with 
woods,  which  looked  as  if  planted  by  art. 

Nothing  worth  mentioning  occurred  till  the  mom- 

r 

ing  of  the  6th  of  April,  when  we  reached  the  river 
Iro,  but  found  the  ford  fo  frozen  that  we'  could  not 
ride  it*  As  our  provifions  were  now  nearly  all  fpent, 
and  we  were  quite  tired  of  lying  in  the  open  air,  we 
wanted  to  pafs  the  river  at  any  rate.  After  long  fearch 
for  a  ford,  we  at  laft  found  a  place  clear  of  ice,  but 
cxceflively  deep.  We  immediately  ftripped  off  our 
clothes,  mounted  our  horfes,  and  fwam  acrofs  the 
river,  which  was  at  this  place  about  forty  yards  broad. 
After  getting  all  fafe  to  the  other  fide,  we  lighted  a 
great  fire  of  flicks  to  dry  and  warm  oyrfelves,  and 
then  fet  forward  to  the  rivulet  Saratzyn,  the  boundary 
between  the  Ruffian  and  Chinefe  territories,  which 
we  reached  in  the  evening.  From  the  Tola  to  this 
place  we  hid  feen  no  inhabitants,  but  here  we  found 
z  few  Mongalls,  fubjefts  pf  Ruffia,  who  hofpitably 
entertained  us  with  fuch  fare  as  the  place  afforded. 

The  7th,  we  fet  out  early  j  and  at  noon  came  to  a 
zimovey,  (a  (Ingle  houfe  built  for  the  accommodation 
of  travellers,)  inhabited  by  a  Ruffian,  who  entertained 
us  with  good  bread,  and  other  homely  fare.  After 
a  fhort  flay,  we  mounted,  and  at  night  came  to  an- 
bthei*  of  thefe  houfes,  belonging  to  the  cdmmifTary, 

Mr 
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Mr  Stepnikoff,  of  the  caravan, .  where  we  were  well 
provided  with  neceilary  accommodations. 

Next  day,  we  arrived  in  good  health  at  the  town  of 
Selinginfky ;  ,and  all  of  us  had  good  reafon  to  return 
our  moft  grateful  thanks  to  the  Almighty  Diipofer  of 
all  events,  who.  conduced  us  fafe  through  fo  many 
dangers,  without  the  leafl:  accident  befalling  any  of 
our  compa,ny. 

The  1 2th,  the  ambaiTador  having  made  the  con- 
ductor an  handfome  prefent,  and  thanked  him  for  his 
trouble  and  obliging  behaviour,  that  gentleman  took 
leave,  and  returned  to  China. 

.  Next  day,  we  fet  out  on  horfeback  'for  Irkutfky. 
We  lodged  every  night  in  villages  till  the  i6th,  when 
we  arrived  at  the  Poflbliky  monaflery,  fituated  on  the 
fouth  (hore  of  the  Baykall  Sea,  as  formerly  obferved. 
The  fuperior  received  and  entertained  us  with  great 
hofpitality,  and  furnifhed  us  horfes  and  fledges  for 
pafEng  the  fea  upon  the  ice,  which  we  found  perfe£Uy 
firm,  though  the  people  on  the  fouth-fliore  were  plow- 
ing and  fowing  their  oats. 

April.  7th,  having  taking  leave  of  the  monks,  we 
placed  ourfelves  in  the  fledges,  and  drove  along  a 
path- way  upon  the  ice«  We  found  feveral  large  gaps 
in  the  ice,  which  run  for  many  miles  acrofs  the  fea, 
and  are  generally  from  two  to  five  or  fix  feet  vrfde. 
Thefe  we  paflfed  on  long  boards,  which  we  were 
obliged  to  carry  along  with  us  fbr  that  purpofe. 
They  are  made,  I  conjefture,  by  the  air,  which  being 
pent  up  under  the  ice,  burfts  out  through  thefe  aper- 
tures.    I  obferved  alTo  a  number  of  fmall  round 

holes. 
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holtSy  which  are  made  by  die  feals,  who  come  thither 
for  breathy  and  to  bafk  themfelves  in  the  fun.  Thefe 
drcumfiances  render  traTelfing  on  the  ice  extremely 
daogerous,  ezcq>tin  day  light  and  clear  weather. 
Towanjs  evening,  die  ambafiador  and  myietf,  being 
provided  with  light  fledges,  pot  on  at  a  great  rate,  ia 
order  to  get  in  with  the  fliore  before  night.  Thi$  wc 
happily  accomplifhed,  and  arrived  at  a  fifiierman's 
hoiife»  near  the  mouth  of  the  Angara;  where- we 
found  a  wSurm  room^  and  a  boar's  bead,  hot  fr<mi  the 
even  for  itt{^>er.  But,  a  litde  before  fim4et,  a  tMxk 
fog  arofe  to  the  weftward,  accompanied  with  terrible 
thick  drifts  of  fiiow,  which  foon  covered  the  road  up- 
on the  ice,  and  filled  every  gap  aad  hole.  Our  poor 
people,  who^  bad  not  yet  reached  the  land,  wene 
caught  in  the  ftorm,  forced  to  ftop  flioFt,  and  lie  on 
the  ice  ail  night,  with  their  horfes  and  carriages.  We 
had,  indeed,  difpatched  the  fifliermen  to  cooduft  them 
to  the  4K>re ;  but  the  fhow  tontiauing  to  fall  very 
thick,  they  returned  without  being  able  to  find  than* 
This  difappointment  created  in  us  fame  uneafinefs ; 
but  there  w^s  no  remedy.  We  were  ol^ged  to  wait 
patiently  till  the  moniing,  when  they  arrived  in  a  veiy 
diftrefled  condition,  half  dead  with  cold  and  wet^ 
However,  by  proper  accommodation,  and  fome  warm 
liquor,  they  foon  recovered.  Next  day,  we  fimt  back 
the  fledges  to  the  monaftery ;  and,  i^er  our  people 
had  refrefted  t^mfelves  with  a  little  fleep,  about  noon 
we  mounted,  and  proceeded  about  four  miks,  to  the 
fmali  chapel  of  St  Nicolas.  We  had  now  pafled  all 
die  catara&s,  and  there  was  no  ice  to  be  feen  in  the 
liver  i  we  immediately,  theref bre»  got  boats  and  rowed 

down 


tfdwii  die  ftream^  In  the  evening,  we*J)tit  afliote  at  a 
fmaU  vfllige,  where  we  lodged,  and  were  plentifufly 
provided  with  variety,  of  excellent  frefh  fifh  for  fupper. 

'  The  1 9th,  in  the  morning,  wd  went  again  on  board, 
and,  about  two  in  the  afternoon,  landed  at  Irkutfky^ 
and  dined  with  our  old  friend,  Mr  Rakitin,  the  com- 
mandant, who*  met  us  on  the  river,  about  two  hours 
before  we  landed.  Some  days  after  oiir  arrival,  Mr 
Ifmayloff  was  feized  with  a  fever,  which  went  bff  in  a 
few  days,  without  any  bad  confequerices*  We  waited 
here  for  our.  baggage,  which  did  not  arrive  till  the 
fecond  of  Jaly.  During  this  time,  little  remarkable 
happened^  We  diverted  ourfelves  with  hunting  and 
fifhing ;  and,  though  we  hved  much  at  6ur  eafe,  the ' 
time  grew  tedious,  and  we  wanted  much  tdbegone* 

'  About  the  t  oth  of  May,  the  ice  began  to  break  up 
in  the  Baykall,  and  continued  floating  down  the  river, ' 
for  foiile  days,  in  great  fhoals.  The  weather  was  very 
hot  before  the  ice  came  down }  but,  when  this  happe^i-^ 
ed,  an  alteration  was  fenfibly  felt ;  for  the  air  about 
the  fides  of  the  river  became  extremely  chilly.  A 
fmall  part  only  of  the  ice,  about  the  mouth  of  the 
Angara,  floats  down  that  river }  the  reft,  being  fcat^^ 
tered  along  the  fliore  by  the  winds,  is  melted  down 
as  the  feafon  advances.  This  is  accounted  the  moil 
nnhcafthy  feafoil  of  the  year-,  as  people,  nottvith- 
ftanding  all  poflible  precautions,  are  very  apt  to  catch' 
Cold'.  1  have  already  made  fonie  remarks  on  Irkutflcy^ 
tod  the  country  adjacent  j  I  Ihall  therefore  ohly  add, 
that,  in  fummer,' which  is  very  hot,  the  country  ii 
tt^tih  peftcred  tl^ith  fwarms  of  miifkitoes  and  krge! 
gnats,'  which  are  fo  troublefome,  that  thofe  who  havtf 
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o^c^fion.  to  go  into  the  fields  are  obliged  to  wear  ncfff 
of  horfe  hair^  to  defend  their  feces  from  the  attacks^ 
of  thefe  infefls. 

Jufy  2d,  the  barks  arrived  fafe  from  Selinginiky^ 
with  oiH*  people  and  baggage.  They  told  us  many 
difinal  ftories.of'the  hardihips  they  bad  fufFered  in 
pafling  the  defert ;  but,  on  comparing  notes,  the  di£- 
ference  was  not  great  between  their  misfortunea  and 
our  own. 

,  After  our  people  had  refted  a  few  days,  and  neceC- 
faries  were  procured  for  the  voyage,  on  the  5th  they 
Ihoved  off,  and  rowed  down  the  Angara.  The  am- 
baiTador,  myf^lf,  and  two  fervants,  ftaid  behind,  in 
order  to  proceed  in  a  fmall  fiiallop,  which  had  a  little 
cabin  in  the  flem,.  and  was  rowed  with  ten  oars* 
The  commandant  caufed  it  to  be  built  for  our  ufe ; 
and  as  it  failed  quickly,  and  was  rowed  by  our  own 
men,  we  could  purfue  the  voyage  at  pleafure,  with- 
out -being  confined  to  attend  upon  the  heavy  barks. 

The  7th,  we  went  on  board,  accompanied  by  the 
commandant,  and  feveral  other  gentlemen,  and  fell 
dfown  the  river  to  .a  monaflery  in  the  neighbourhood^ 
where  we  were  invited  to  dine  with  the  fuperior^  who 
made  us  a  grand  entertainment  of  excellent  fi(h,  and 
fumifbed  us  befides  with  {lore  of  provifions  for  our 
voyage.  In  the  evening,  we  took  leave  (^theably)t^ 
and  the  reft  of  our  friends  ;  and  being  ailifted  by  a» 
rapid  current,  weiit  down  the  river  at  a  great  rate* 
At  night  we  put  alhore,  and  took  up  our  quartos  in 
a  village. 

As  little  of  importance  occurred  ■  during  ti^  jixo* 
grefs  of  our  voyage,  I  need  not  he  particular  in  def- 

cnbing 
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'  cribing  it.  The  banks  of  the  river  on  both  fides  arp 
pleafant  artd  fruitful,  and  beautifully  diverfified  with  * 
tall  wbods,  villages,  and  corn-fields  ;  and  we  found 
every  where  great  abundance  of  fifh.  But  what  ren- 
ders this  fine  country  extrwnely  difagreeable,  is  the 
fwarms  of  mufkitoes  with  w'hich  every  part  of  it  is  in- 
fefted.  The  gnats,  about  Uimlky  in  particular,  are  of 
a  much  larger  fize,  and  are  reckoned  more  venpmous 
than  any  in  Siberia  ;  but  have  this  good  quality,  that 
*  they  never  enter  houfes  as  the  mufkitoes  do.  The 
Tongufes,  when  they  are  angry  with  any  perfon,  wifh 
that  an  Ilimiky  gnat  may  fling  him.  This  n^ay  ap- 
^pear  but  a  flight  punifhment,  but  it  marks  the  charac- 
ter of  thefe  fimple  people. 

The  9th,  we  failed  the  whole  day,  with  a  fair  wind 
and  ftrong  current,  and,  in  the  evening,  overtook  our  . 
barks.  Next  day,  we  came  to  a  great  cataxaft,  called  • 
Padun  from  the  fteepnefs  of  the  fall.  This  fall  we 
pafled  fafely,  as  there  was  water  enough  upon  the 
rocks  few  our  velTels.  The  next  cataract  we  met  witl^, 
which,  from  its  great  length,  is  called  Dolgoy,  was 
reckoned  more  dangerous  j  for,  befides  the  length 
and  deepnefs  of  the  pafl'age,  it  was  extremely  crookcjd, 
winding  from  one  fide  to'  another  by  tum^,  amonf 
rocks  and  great  ftones.  In  paffing  tbefe  catarafts, 
the  pilot  fits  upon  the  bow  of  the  veflTei,  and  malces 
figns  with  his  tap  to  the  people  at  the  helm  wHIcli 
way  to  fleer ;  fov  the  waters,  dafhing  ag^nft  the  rqclts 
and  great  flones,  make  fuch  an  hideous  noife,  that  npt 
a  finglfe  articulate  found  can  be  heardi  The  oars, 
befides,  mufl  be  plied  very  hard,. in  ord^r  to  prevjent 
the  veffel  from  ruiming  to  either  fide  j    for,  if  once 
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fhe  touches  the  rocks^  all  the  goods  -muft  infallibly 
)>t  loft,  and,  perhaps,  the  men's  Iwes }  of  which  <iifa£» 
ters  there  are  many  examples.  .  ,.'..- 

The  iith,  we  paffed  another  catarafi,  called  Sh^» 
manflcy,  which  is  reckoned  the  moft  dangerous  of 
them  all,  the  channel  beipg  veiy  narrow,  ai^d  croofcr 
ed.  iSome  of  our  company  choje  to  wajk  along  jthe 
banks,  rather  than  riin  the  rifle  .qf  pafljhg  by -water; 
But  they  repented  of  their-  jefol\itiion  j.  /or  they  yerp 
obliged  to  fcramble  oy«r  rocks,  and  thro^^gh,  thickets, 
where  they  faw  many  vipers,  and  other  venomous 
creatures.  We  ftppped,  at  the  bottpm  of  the  fall,  to 
take  them  on  board,  and  refrefli  our  rowers.  M  the 
ambaiTador  ftaid  on  board,  I  remained  along  with 
him. 

Befides  thefe  three  great  catarads,  there  are  many 
lefler  ones,  called  by  the  country  people  Shivers ;  but, 
as  the  pafSng  them  is  attended  with  lit(le  danger,  I 
make  no  mention  of  them. 

It  is  furprifmg  that  loaded  vcffels  ihould  pafs  thefe 
falls  againft  the  ftream.  They  are  commonly  waqped 
up  by  means  of  ftrong  anchors  and  cables,  and  on  the 
goodhefs  of  the  tackle  all  depends ;  for  fhoiild  it 
chance  to  give  way,  all  is  loft.  This  is  a  laborious 
piece  of  work,  though  not  very  coftly  in  thefe  parts  ; 
and  the  navigation  of  this  river  is  attended  with  no 
ether  inconvenience,  ^xc<^pt  that  of  ftriking  agaipft 
ftumps  of  trees  hid  under  the  water. 

The  14th,  we  left  the  Angara,  and  exitered  the 
Tongiiiky,  a  mighty  ftream,  formed  by  the  Angara, 
l^d  fii^othef  fmall  river  called  Elim.     The  Tongtrlky 
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points  to  the  northward  of  the  weft^  and  is  wellftored 
vith  excdlent  fiih. 

We  went  afhore  this  day  at  a  little  village  called 
Seeza^  fituated  on  a  high  bank  of  the  Tonguiky. 
Ilere  we  were  met  by  onr  old  acquaintance  Gaieral 
Kanifer,  who  came  from  Elimiky  to  fee  Mr  Ifmayloff, 
1  took  notice  bdbre  of  having  feen  this  gentlemaB  in 
our  journey  eaflward.  ^e  defpatthed  our  barks^. 
and  f|aid  with  him  two  days*  After  which,  we  pro^ 
ceeded  down  the  river,  and  he  returned  to. Elimiky 
by  water,  attended  only  by  his  own  fervants }  for, 
though  he  was  a  prifoner,  he  had  liberty  to  go  where 
)ie  pleafed,  as  an  eCdape  was  impracticable  in  fuch 
remote  parts. 

The  ^7th,  we  fet  fail  with  an  eafterly  wind,  and  a 
itrong  current,  which  carried  us  along  with  great 
velocity.  We  pafied  m^ny  villages,  and  fonie  Ton* 
gufian  huts^  upon  the  banks,  to  which  we  made  feve^ 
tal  viiits/  We  found  the  men  generally  employed  in 
fiihing  in  their  little  canoes,  and  the  women  in  looking 
after  their  chiUren  and  rein-deer,  which,  at  this  £^* 
fon,  lie  near  the  huts,-  becaufe  the  gnats  will  not 
fuffer  them  to  (lay  in  the  woods.  In  order  to  banifh 
thefe  troubtefome  vermin,  they  light  fires  all  around 
the  place  of  their  abode  %  and  the  infe&s,  ^unable  to 
endure  the  finoke,  immediately  fly  off.  For  the  fame 
reafon,  no  perfon  ftirs  abroad  without  carrying  in  his 
hand  a  fmall  earthen  pot  filled  with  fmoking  coals; 
The  canoes  ikim  upon  the  water  very  fwiftly,  but  the 
leafl  touch  of  an  unfldlfiil  hand  overfets  them.  The 
Tongufe  places  himfelf  on  his  knees,  in  the  middle 
of  his  bpat,  keeping  it  as  even  balanced  as  poifible  ; 


and^  i¥ith  a  litde  paddle  only,  ventures  to  crofe  the' 
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greateft  rivers*  I  have  feen  them  haul  to  the  fide  a 
fturgeon  of  great  weight.  When  a  Tohgufe  wants 
to  go  from  one  river  to  another, 'kcrofs  a  neck  of  land, 
he  takes  his  boat  upon  his  back,  and  carries  it  whi- 
ther he  pleafes. 

The  19th,  we  were  overtaken  with  fuch  a  heavy 
ihower  of  rain,  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  that,  be* 
fore  we  coutd  reach  the  bank,  our  boat  was  half  full, 
notwithftanding  all  hands-  were  employed  in  rowing, 
or  fcooping  out  the  water.  However,  after  much 
labour  and  difficulty,  we  at  lafl  got  to  land,  wet  to 
the  {kin ;  and,  what  was  much  worfe,  all  our  bed- 
ding thoroughly  drenched  in  water.  After  we  lad 
hauled  up  our  boat,  and  fattened  it  to  a  tree,  we 
went  into  a  thick  wood,  and  kindled  a  great  firt  to 
warm  and  dry  oiirfelves ;  but,  the  rain  being  abated, 
a  violent  ftorm  of  wind  arofe  frcmi  .north-w^,  b 
that  we  were  forced  tp  remain  all  night  in  this  difmal 
place,  at  a  great  diftance  fi-om  any  village^  la  this 
condition  we  lay,  round  a  great  fire,  t2t  n^  xhom- 
mg.  ••  '  • 

The  20th,  early  in  the  morning,  we  l«ft  the  woods, 
went  on  board  our  boat,  and  p^o<!eeded  down  the 
river.  About  noon,  we  reached  a  village,  cm  the 
right  hand,  where  xi^e  halted  fome  hours  io  refirefh 
ourfelves,  and  dry  our  clothes.  In  the  evening, .  we 
pulhed  off  again,  and  came  to  anpdier  village,:. where 
we  lodged.  On  this  river  are  great  numbers  of  wa- 
ter-fowl, of  different  kinds,  which  come  hither,  to 
hatch  their  young  in  fummer,  and  fly  off,  to  the 
foiitb»  at  the  approach  of  wihteiv    i  obferved  alfo  a 
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latge  fowl  of  a ,  grayifh  colour,  about  tbe  fize  of  a' 
kite  \  after  it  has  hovered  for  fome  time  upon  the 
wing,  if  it  fpies  a  ^  in  the  water,  it  ftoops  fudden- 
ly,  fttikes  its  prey,  and  even  dives  below  water  to 
catch  it ;  after  which,  it  flies  to  the  bank,  and  eats 
it. 

There  are  alfo  wild  goats. upon  tberocksf  along  the 
fliore.  They  are  very  large  animals,  with  long  and 
thick  horns.  Their  ihaggy  coat  is  brownifh,  having 
a  black  ridge  down  the  back.  They  have  long  beards, 
like  common  goat$,  but  are  twice  as  large.  It  is  fur- 
prifmg  to  fee  them  leap  from  one  rock  to  another. 
They  ^o  in  pairs  about  this  feafon ;  but,  towards 
winter,  r^re  ift  heirds  to  the  fouth^  On  the  billsy 
and  in  the  wpqds,  are  all  forts  Qf  game,  and  wild 
beafts,  natural  to  the  climate.  . 

Hie  2 1  ft,  'we  overtook  our  barks,  and  kept  in 
company  with  them  till  night,  when  we  arrived  at  a 
village,  where  we  lodged.  In  this  river  are  many 
illands,  fome  of  which  are  very  large,  and  others  fur- 
rounded  with  high  rocky  (hores.  Moft  of  them  are 
covered  with  tall  birch  and  pine-trees,  fit  for  mafU 
to  the  largeft  ihips,  and  ft>rm  a  beautiful  profped. 
We  had  no  need  to  go  aftiore  in  order  to  feek  fport^ 
as  we  found  plenty  of  wild-ducks,  and  other  water-^ 
fowl,  whereter  we  came.  As  to  freih  fifli,  we  ha4 
more  of  them,  in  every  village, .  than  we  could  con* 
ftime. 

The  two  following  days  we  continued  our  voyage, 
without  meeting  with  any  thing  worth  mentioning, 
and^  on  the  morning  of  the  24tb,  arrived  at  the  con« 
flux  of  Uic  rivers  Yenifeyand  Tonguflcy^  where  the 
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latter  lofes  its  nftme,  and,  both  joinqdy  retain  the  nanii 
ofTenifey;  The  Yenifey  falls  into'theTonguikyfraiD 
the  Ibuth,  and  its  courfe  is  then  tnrned  northwaid  by*' 
the  current  pf  the  other,  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  the 
larger  of  the  two.  It  is  obferved,  that  the  Yenifey  does 
not  afford  fuch  plenty  of  fiih,  nor  fo  good  of  their 
kinds,  as  the  other  rivers  of  this  country.  Thefe  two 
rivers  joined  form  a  mighty  ftream,  among  the  greateft 
in  the  world.  I  think  it  larger  than  the  Volga  at 
Aftrachan.  It  continues  its  courfe  to  the  north-weft, 
daily  augmented  by  other  confiderable  rivers,  till  it  falls 
into  the  Icy  Sea. 

'  In  the  evening,  we  arrived  at  the  town  of  Tenifey<* 
iky,  where  we  were  met  by  our  friend  Mr  Becklimi'« 
ihoff,  the  commandant,  who  condu&ed  us  firft  ta  our 
lodgings,  and  then  to  his  own  houfe  to  fupper.  .  Our 
barks  alfo  arriving  in  the  evening,  the  whole  company 
itiet  again  at  this  place,  not  a  little  happy  at  having 
fafely  pafTed  the  water-falls^  and  efcaped  the  dangers 
to  which  we  had  already  been  expofed,  tho*  we  were 
ilill  above  a  thoufand  leagues  from  the  end  of  our 
jfaumcy. 

As  we  had  no  time  to  lofb,  our  baggage  was  laiided 
next  day,  and  the  barks  difcharged^  The  packing 
the  baggage  for  land-carriage  took  up  two  days ;  after 
Which  it  was  tranfported  to  a  place  called  Makofsky, 
on  the  river  Keat,  where  it  was  again  put  on  boUrd 
other  barks,  which  lay  ready  for  that  purpofe.  The 
load  lies  to  the  weflward,  moftly  through  thick  and 
dark  woods }  in  dry  weather  it  is  tolerably  gciod ;  but, 
m  heavy  autumnal  rains,  fcarce  palTable.  We  fbid' 
it  Yenifey  iky,  through  the  perfuafion  of  our  hofpitable 
^  landlord. 


tandldrd,  the  comniandanty  till  we  heard  all  was  reai^ 
dy  at  MakoFsky. 

Having  formerly  mentioned  the  {deafant  (Ituatioti 
of  Yenifeyfty,  and  the  fertility  of  the  foil  about  it,  I 
fhall  only  add,  that  the  harveft  at  thie  place  ivas  al- 
ready far  advanced,  the  barley  being  all  reaped,  and 
the  people  at  work  in  cutting  their  oats«  This  feems 
very  early,  in  a  climate  fo  far  to  the  north,  and  muft 
proceed  from  the  heat  of  the  fummer,  and  the  foii 
being  fertilized  by  the  nitrous  particles  of  the  fhow, 
which  lies  fo  long  upon  the  ground, 

Auguft  2d,  we  left  Yenifeylky .  on  horfeback, 
accompanied  by  the  commandant,  who  (laid  ^ath  us 
jail  night,  at  a  village  about  ten  miles  from  town. 
Next  morning,  we  took  leave  of  our  friend,  and  pro-» 
ceeded  to  Makofsky,  where  we  arrived  in  the  evenings 
and  found  the  barks  ready  waiting  for  us. 

The  4th,  early  in  the  morning,  we  went  on  board, 
andj  pufhing  off  from  the  fhore,  rowed  down  th& 
rivei'  Keat*  The  water  beitig  (hallow,,  we  made  but 
little  way  the  firft  day  ;  but,  as  we  advanced,  it  in- 
creafed  daily,  by  rivers  and  brooks  from  both  fides. 
Before  we  left  Makofsky,  we  laid  in  provifions  for 
three  weeks,  in  which  time  we  computed  we  would 
enter  the  Oby ;  for  during  this  long  navigation,  there 
18  not  a  fingle  houfe  nor  village  to  be  feen,  except 
one  religious  houfe,  pofFeffed  by  three  er  four  monks, 
refembling  more  an  hermitage  than  a  monaftery. 

Hie  Kear  is  reaily  a  moft  difmal  river.  It  is  not 
above  the  flight  of  an  arrow  broad,  and  fo  over- 
fhadtJwed  witli  tafl  trees,  that  you  can  fcarce  fee  the 
fun.    The  banks  aife  a  perfeQ;  wildemefe,  and  So 
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hoksy  vhich  are  made  by  the  feals,  who  come  thither 
for  breath,  and  to  bafk  themfelves  in  the  fun.  Thefe 
drcumilances  render  travelling  on  the  icQ  extr^nely 
dangerous,  except  in  day  light  and  clear  weathen 
Towards  evening,  the  ambafiador  and  myfelf,  being 
provided  with  light  fledges,  put  on  at  a  great  rate,  in 
order  to  get  in  with  the  (hore  before  night.  This  wc 
happily  accomplifhed,  and  arrived  at  a  fifterman's 
houfe,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Angara;  tvhere-we 
found  a  wftrm  room,  and  a  boar's  head,  hot  from  the 
oven  for  fu{^>er.  But,  a  little  before  fon-iet,  a  t^k 
fog  arofe  to  the  weftward,  accompanied  with  terrible 
thick  dnfts  of  fiiow,  which  foon  covered  the  rottd  up- 
on the  ice,  and  filled  eVery  gap  aad  hi^e.  Our  poor 
people,  who^  bad  not  yet  ceachcd  the  land,  were 
caught  in  the  ftorm,  forced  to  (lop  fliort,  and  Ue  on 
the  ice  all  night,  with  their  horfes  and  carriages.  We 
had,  indeed,  difpatched  the  fifliermen  to  condud  them 
to  the  fliore  \  but  the  fnow  tontinuing  to  fall  very 
thick,  they  returned  without  being  able  to  find  lfeem« 
This  difappointment  created  in  us  fame  uneafinefs ; 
but  there  w^s  no  remedy.  We  were  obUged  to  wait 
patiently  till  the  morning,  when  they  arrived  in  a  very 
diftrefled  condition,  half  dead  with  cold  and  wet^ 
However,  by  proper  accommodation,  and  foine  warm 
liquor,  they  foon  recovered.  Next  day,  we  lent  back 
the  fledges  to  the  monaftery ;  and,  i^er  eur  people 
had  refreflied  tl>emjelves  with  a  little  fleep,  about  noon 
we  nK>unted,  and  proceeded  about  four  miles,  to  ^Ae 
fmali  chapel  of  St  Nicolas.  We  had  now  pafled  all 
die  catara&s,  and  there  was  no  ice  to  be  feen  in  the 
river  \  we  immediately,  therefore^  got  boats  and  rowed 
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ttewii  tiie  'ftream^  In  the  evening,  we*J)tit  afjiore  at  a 
fmalt  vHbge,  where  we  lodged,  and  were  plentifully 
provided  with  variety. of  excellent  frefh  fifh  for  fupper. 

'  The  1 9th,  in  the  morning,  we  went  again  on  board, 
and,  about  two  in  the  afternoon,  landed  at  Irkutfky, 
and  dined  with  our  old  friend,  Mr  Rakitin,  the  coin« 
mandant,  who'  met  us  on  the  river,  about  two  hours 
before  we  landed.  Some  days  after  our  arrival,  Mr 
Ifmayloff  was  feized  with  a  fever,  which  went  off  in  a 
few  days,  without  any  bad  confequerices.  We  waited 
here  for  our,  baggage,  which  did  not  arrive  till  the 
fecond  of  July.  During  this  time,  little  remarkable 
happened^  We  diverted  ourfelves  with  hunting  and 
fifhing ;  and,  though  we  Hved  much  at  Oureafe,  the ' 
thne  grew  tedious,  and  We  wanted  much  to  be  gone* 

•  About  the  t  oth  of  May,  the  ice  began  to  break  up 
in  the  fiaykall,  and  continued  floating  down  the  river, ' 
for  fonie  days,  in  great  fhoals.  The  weather  was  very 
hot  before  the  ice  came  down  ;  but,  when  this  happen- 
ed, an  alteration  was  fenfibly  felt  j  for  the  air  about 
the  fides  of  the  river  became  extremely  chilly.  A 
fmall  part  only  of  the  ice,  about  the  mouth  of  the 
Angara,  floats  down  that  river  j  the  reft,  being  feat- 
t^ed  along  the  fiiore  by  the  winds,  is  melted  down 
as  the  feafon  advances.  This  is  accounted  the  moil 
nnheafthy  feafon  of  the  year;  as  people,  nottirith- 
ftanding  all  poffible  precautions,  are  Very  apt  to  catch' 
Coldl  1  have  already  made  fome  remarks  on  Irkutflcy^ 
tod  the  country  adjacent  j  I  fliall  therefore  ohly  add, 
that,  in  fummer,- which  is  very  hot,  the  country  ii 
AJtti'oh  peftcred  ^frith  fwarms  of  miifkitoes  and  large 
^ts,'  which  are  fo  trdiiblefome,  that  thofe  who  havtf 
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holes^  isrhich  are  made  by  die  feals,  who  come  thither 
for  breath,  and  to  baik  themfelves  in  the  fun.  Thefe 
drcumftances  render  travelling  on  the  icQ  extremely 
dangerous,  except  in  day  light  and  ckar  Weather. 
Towards  evening,  the  ambafiador  and  myfelf>  being 
provided  with  light  fledges,  put  on  at  a  great  rate,  in 
order  to  get  in  with  the  fliore  before  night.  This  wc 
happily  accompliihed,  and  arrived  at  a  fiiherman's 
houfe,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Angara;  tvhere-we 
found  a  wtirm  room^  and  a  boar's  head,  hot  from  the 
oven  for  itt{^>er.  Bui:,  a  iitde  before  fim4et,  a  tUck 
fog  arofe  to  the  weftward,  accompanied  with  terrible 
thick  drifts  of  ihow,  which  foon  covered  the  road  up* 
on  the  ice,  and  filled  every  gap  and  hole.  Our  poor 
people,  who^  bad  not  yet  reached  the  land,  weiae 
cau^  in  the  ftorm,  £orced  to  Aop  ftort,  and  Me  on 
die  ice  all  night,  with  their  horfes  and  carriages.  We 
had,  indeed,  difpatched  the  fifliermen  to  condud  them 
to  the  &ofe  \  but  the  fnow  {:ont!nuing  to  £41  very 
thick,  they  returned  without  being  able  to  find  di^« 
This  difappointment  created  in  us  fome  uneafinefs ; 
but  there  w^s  no  remedy.  We  were  obligisd  to  wait 
patiently  till  the  momiug,  when  they  arrived  in  a  very 
diftreflfed  condition,  half  dead  with  cold  and  wet^ 
However,  by  proper  accommodation,  and  fome  warm 
liquor,  they  foon  recovered.  Next  day,  we  fiMit  bacJL 
the  fledges  to  the  monaftery  ;  and,  i^er  our  people 
had  r^eflied  tliemfelves  with  a  little  fleep,  about  noon 
we  mounted,  and  proceeded  about  four  miles,  to  the 
fmali  chapel  of  St  Nicolas.  We  had  now  palfed  ali 
liie  catara&s,  and  there  was  no  ice  to  be  feen  in  xhe 
river }  we  immediately,  therefore^  got  boats  and  rowed 

down 
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cfbwli  the  ftream^  In  the  evening,  we  pnt  affiore  at  a 
fmall- Yilbge,  where  we  lodged,  and  were  plentifufly 
provided  with  variety  of  excellent  frefh  fiih  for  fupper. 

'  The  1 9th,  in  the  morning,  we:  weiit  again  on  board, 
and,  about  two  in  the  afternoon,  landed  at  Irkutfky^ 
and  dined  with  our  old  friend,  Mr  Rakidn,  the  com- 
mandant, who'  met  us  on  the  river,  about  two  hours 
before  we  landed.  Some  days  after  oiir  arrival,  Mr 
IfmayloflF  was  feized  with  a  fever,  which  went  dff  in  a 
few  days,  without  any  bad  confequerices.  We  waited 
here  for  our,  baggage,  which  did  not  arrive  till  the 
fecond  of  July.  During  this  time,  little  remarkable 
happened^  We  diverted  ourfelves  with  hunritig  and 
fiihing ;  and,  though  we  lived  much  at  oureafe,  the  * 
time  grew  tedious,  and  we  wanted  much  tdbegone« 

'  About  the  I  oth  of  May ^  the  ice  began  to  break  up 
in  the  Baykall,  and  continued  floating  down  the  river^ ' 
for  fonle  days,  in  great  flioals.  The  weather  was  very 
hot  before  the  ice  came  down  j  but,  when  this  happen-' 
ed,  an  alteration  was  fenfibly  felt  j  for  the  air  about 
the  fides  of  the  river  became  extremely  chilly.  A 
fmall  part  only  of  the  ice,  about  the  mouth  of  the 
Angara,  floats  down  that  river ;  the  reft,  being  feat- 
tettA  along  the  ffaore  by  the  winds,  is  melted  down 
as  the  feafon  advances.  This  is  accounted  the  moft 
onheahhy  feafoii  of  the  year ;  as  people,  hot^ith- 
ftanding  all  poflible  precautions,  are  Very  apt  to  catch' 
Coldl  1  have  already  made  fonie  remarks  on  Irkutiky^ 
tod  the  country  adjacent  j  I  Ihall' therefore  only  add^ 
that,  in  fummer,  which  is  very  hot,  the  country  ii 
lifrti'oh  peftcred  "^ith  fwarms  of  miifldtoes  and  krge! 
^ats,'  which  are  fo  troublefome,  that  thofe  who  have 
!-■'  3  A  oecafiod 
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entangled  with  bufhes,  that  no  creature  can  pa&  along" 
them  but  wild  beafts  ;  with  which  thcfe  woods  greatly 
abound.  Near  the  edge  of  the  river,  we  found  great 
quantities  of  black  currants  upon  the  bufhes,  the  lar- 
geft  and  beft  I  ever  faw.  I  was  told  the  bears  feed 
much  on  this  fruit. 

The  river  Keat  takes  its  rife  from  a  lake  at  a  fmall 
diftance  from  the  Yenifey ;  and,  were  a  canal  cut  be- 
tween them^  which  might  eafily  be  done,  there  would 
be  a  pafl&ge  by  water  from  Verchaturia  to  the  bor- 
ders of  China.  But  his  Czarifh  Majefly  was  at  this 
time  employed  in  works  of  the  fame  nature,  of  much 
greater  importance  to  his  country. 

The  Keat  runs  in  a  crooked  channel,  pointing,  in 
general,  to  the  weft.  The  bottom  is  ouzy,  and  fome- 
times  fandy.  The  barks,  at  firft,  run  ofteii  a-ground 
on  the  fand-banks,  and  the  people  were  obliged  to 
get  into  the  water,  and  heave  them  off,  by  main  force, 
with  levers  and  fetting  poles ;  befides  thefe  fittle  in- 
conveniencies,  we  were  molefted  with  gnats  and  muf- 
kitoes,  in  this  confined  place,  more  than  we  had  for- 
merly been  in  any  part  of  our  journey.  They  were 
not,  indeed,  fo  numerous  as  they  had  been  in  the 
heat  of  fummer ;  for  the  nights  began  to  be  cold,  and 
the  wind  northerly.  However,  no  wind  could  reach 
us  in  this  clofe  place  ^  and  I  even  wifhed  myfelf  in 
the  defert  again,  where  I  might  breathe  the  frelh  air. 
In  fhort,  the  appearance  of  this  place  put  me  in  mind 
of  the  defcriptions  given  by  the  Poets  of  the  river 

Styx. 

During  our  tedious  voyage  down  the  dark  Keat» 
our  only  diverfion  and  exercife  was  (hooting  wild- 

ducks^ 
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iBucTcs.  One  day,  Mr  IfmaylofF  and  myfelf  went 
^own  the  river,  in  a  fmall  canoe,  rowed  by  two  fol- 
diers,  at  fome  diftance  before  the  barks.  We  met 
with  a  large  flock  of  ducks,  which  fwam  up  a  narrow 
creek,  in  order  to  avoid  us.  We  failed  a  little  way 
after  them ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  our  barks  pafled 
us,  and  continued  before  us  till  night,  ftitl  imagining 
they  had  not  overtaken  us.  TTiis  day's  fport  coft  us 
dear;  for,  our  rowers  being  quite  fatigued,  we  were 
obliged  to  relieve  them,  and  row  in  our  turns,  till  at 
lad  we  came  up  with  the  barks,  both  hungry  and  tir« 
ed.  To  make  fame  amends,  we  had  a  good  difh  of 
wild-ducks  for  fupper. 

The  20th,  we  met  with  two  Ofteacks  in  their  ca» 
noes,  who  had  come  from  the  river  Oby,  to  catch 
filh,  and  kill  ducks,  and  had  their  ^fhing  tackle  and 
bows  and  arrows  along  with  them.  We  were  glad 
to  fee  any  human  creature.  We  called  them  on  board, 
and  they  willingly  ftaid  with  us  till  we  entered  the 
Oby,  and  fuppUed  us  witli  plenty  of  fiih  and  wild»- 
fowl.  Thefe  were  the  firft  of  tlie  tribe  of  the  Ofteacks 
I  had  feen*  I  Ihall  give  fome  account  of  them  when 
I  defcribe  our  voyage  down  that  fiver,  on  the  banks 
of  which  they  have  their  habitations. 

I  formerly  mentioned  the  great  abundance  of  black 
currants  growing  on  the  banks  of  the  Keat.  We  found 
them  an  excellent  and  wholefome  fruit ;  many  of  our 
people  eat  great  quantities  of  them  without  the  leaft; 
l)ad  effeft.  .' 

After  a  tedious  voyage,  with  little  variety,  we  ar- 
rived  on  the  28th  at  a  village  called  Ketfkoy,  a  few 
niiles  diftant  from  the  Oby.    After  procuring,  at  this 

place. 
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place,  what  neceflaries  we  wanted,  and  riefr^ihing  ouiv 
felves  a  few  hours,  we  continued  our  voyage,  making 
what  way  we  poffibly  could,  for  fear  qf  being  froma 
up,  near  fome  defert  place  on  the  Oby»  before  yr^ 
came  to  Toboliky,  where  we  intended  to  land*  We 
had  no  rain  ail  the  time  we  were  upon  the  Keat  j 
which  wa3  a  lucky  circuipftance,  as  our  oar<8  were 
upon  deck.  Had  our  barks  drawn  only  about  eigh? 
teen  inches  water,  as  was  intended,  we  fliould  no^ 
have  been  above  fourteen  days  on  this  river,  and 
thereby  faved  much  time  ^d  labpur ;  but,  coming 
from  Chioa,  every  perfon  in  the  retinue  had  it  little^ 
which  overloaded  the  veflels,  and  retarded  their  pro« 
grefs.  The  n^xt  day,  we  entered  the  fa^ious  river 
Oby,  which,  irom  it^  breadth  ai^d  depth  pf  water,  ap-. 
pears  at  lead  ec^ual  to  the  Volga  or  Yenifey,  an4 
could  carry  fhips  of  coniiderable  burden. 

The  30th,  we  reached  the  (irfl  town  upon  the  Oby^ 
called  Narim,  fitu^ted  on  the  north  bank,  about  s^ 
gun-fiiot  from  the  river,  and  a  few  miles  from  the 
xnouth  of  the  Keat.  It  commands  a  fine  profpe6:,  up 
3nd  down  the  river,  and  of  the  woods  to  the  fouth^ 
Jiezr  the  town  are  ^  few  corn-fields,  and  gsu-deut 
grounds,  abounding  with  greens  and  roofs.  This  place 
has  a  fmall  fortrefs,  governed  by  a  commandant,  line 
inhabitants  are  generally  dealers  in  furs^  which  they 
buy  from  the  Ofteacks  j  and  either  carry  them  them* 
felves  to  the  borders  of  Chipa,  where  they .  are  ex-. 
changed  for  the  commodities  of  ttvat  nation,  or  difixde 
f^  them  to  merchants  going  thither. 

The  31ft,  we  dined  with  the  commandant,  and 
Upent  the  yeft  of  the  day  in  laying  ixL  a  ftpck:  of  piw 

Tifipw, 


^ons.  We  found,  at  this  place,  plenty  of  fine  fifli, 
particularly  fterlet^  fturgeon,  and  muckfoon,  and  ma* 
py  more,  too  tedious  to  mention.  The  laft  is  pecu-* 
liar  to  the  Oby  and  Irtifh, 

Here  I  met  with  Mr  Borlutt,  a  native  of  Flanders, 
who  h<id  heen  a  Major  in  the  Swedifh  fervice,  and  fent 
to  thi$  place  a  pnfoner  of  war.  |Ie  was  a  very  inge- 
nious gentleman,  and  had  a  particular  turn  for  me* 
chanics.  The  commandant  treated  him  more  like  a 
£riend  than  a  prifoner ;  which,  indeed,  was  'the  cafe 
of  moft  of  thofe  imfortunate  gentlemen  whom  the  fate 
of  war  had  fent  to  this  country.  His  Czarifh  Majef* 
ty,  well  cohfidering  their  circumftances,  fent  them  to 
a  plentiful  country,  where  they  could  live  at  their  eafe, 
till  peace  was  reft6red. 

September  ifl,  having  provided  ourfelves  with  ne- 
ceffaries,  and  got  new  rowers,  our  former  ones  return^ 
ing  to  YenifeyiHy,  from  whe^ce  they  capie.  In  the 
evening  we  went  again  on  bpard,  and,  putting  off  itt 
fine  calm  weather,  rowed  down  the  Oby  at  a  great 
rate  i  our  courfe  being  much  favoured  by  the  rapidity 
of  the  current*  We  paffed  feveral  villages,  and  a 
liittle  monaflery  called  Troytza.  The  banks  to  the 
north  arc  pretty  high,  but  to  the  fouth  flat  j  by  which 
nie^9,  on  the  melting  of  the  ihow  in  the  fpring,  they 
are  overflowed  tQ  a  great  extent.  The  river  runs; 
towards  the  north^weft,  with  little  variation.  We 
continued  our  voyage  night  and  day,  ci^cept  in  great 
daiiLnefSi  or  a  gale  of  contrary  wind,  when  we  wctq 
"obliged  to  lie  by  in  fpme  cxeek.  ' 

The  Ofteacks  I  mentioned  above  differ  from  all  thq 

fcher  tribes  of  natives  in  Siberia,  both  in  complexion 
»  «4 
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and  language  Many  of  them  are  fair,  refembling 
die  people  of  Finland  ;  and  diey  hare  many  Finmfli 
vords  in  their  language.  Thdr  manner  of  life  is 
nearly  the  lame  with  that  of  the  Tongufe,  who  border 
with  them  to  the  eaftward.  In  fummer,  they  live  in 
the  woods,  in  huts  covered  with  birchen  bark.  In 
winter  they  dig  pits,  acrofe  which  they  lay  ftakes,  above 
them  fpread  earth  to  keep  them  warm.  They  have  a 
fire  in  the  middle,  and  a  hole  in  the  roof  to  let  out 
the  fmoke.  During  this  feafon,  they  live  chiefly  on 
filh,  dried  and  fmoked,  wild-fowl,  or  what  elfe  they 
catch  in  hunting.  Many  of  them  are  ftout  fellows, 
fit  for  any  fervice.  Two  of  them,  with  their  bows 
and  arrows,  a  fliort  fpear,  and  a  little  dog,  will  attack 
the  greateft  bear.  They  are  dexterous  archers  and 
fifliermen.  We  had  always  a  number  of  them  in 
canoes  round  our  barks,  who  fupplied  us  with  plenty 
cf  fiih  and  wild'fowl,  of  various  forts,  at  an  eafy  rate. 
Give  theni  only  a  little  tobacco,  and  a  dram  of  brandy, 
and  they  aik  no  more,  not  knowing  the  ufe  of  money. 

The  Ofteacks,  though  a  favage  people  in  their  man- 
;ner  of  life,  are  far  from  being  barbarous  ;  for  a  fin- 
ale Ruffian  will  travel  about  all  their  abodes,  in  order 
jto  purchafe  furs,  without  fear  of  any  violence.  They 
are  alfo  remarkable  for  their  honefty  j  and  the  fmall 
tribute  of  furs  which  they  pay  annually  to  his  Cza- 
jilh  Majefty,  they  bring  punftually  to  the  place  ap- 
pointed* 

In  fummer,  they  wear  nothing  but  coats  and  (hort 

^wers,  made  of  fifti-fldns,  dreffed  after  their  fafliion ; 
Ittit  in  winter,  jirc  clothed  with  Ikins  of  deer,  and  other 

.wild  beafts. 

They 
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Tl&ey  have  no  cattle  except  rein-deer,  which  fupply 
their  children  with  milk ;  and  are,  befides,  of  great 
fervice  to  them  on  many  accounts. 

As  to  thehr  religion,  they  are  ignorant  heathens, 
like  the  reft  of  the  natives  of  Siberia.  They  have 
many  both  male  and  female  fhamans,  who  are  in  great 
efteem  among  them.  Thefe  fhamans  have  many 
finall  images,  or  rather  blocks  of  wood,  rudely  cut 
with  a  knife  or  hatchet,  reprefenting  a  human  figure^ 
dreffed  up  in  rags  of  various  colours,  by  which  they 
pretend  to  fdfetel  future  events,  fuch  as  the  good  or 
bad  luck  of  thofe  that  go  a-hunting.  But  thefe  are 
no  better  than  others  of  the  fame  fpecies,  already  men- 
tioned, who  impofe  on  the  ignorance  or  credulity  of 
their  neighbours. 

From  what  I  have  now  and  formerly  fafd  concern- 
ing thefe  poor  favage  tribes,  it  will  appear  that  they 
ate  involved  in  the  moft  profound  ignorance.  Their 
manners  are  fo  rude,  and  minds  uncultivated,  that 
many  of  them  feem  ftupid,  and  altogether  unmindful 
of  any  thing  beyond  their  prefent  employment.  I 
have,  however^  met  with  men  of  refleSion  among 
them,  who  agreed  with  the  reft  of  mankind  in  ac- 
knowledging one  great  Almighty  Creator  of  this 
world,  and  of  every  thing  elfe. 

The  Archbifliop  of  Tobolfcy  has  of  late  baptized 
many  of  the  Ofteacks,  and  other  natives,  in  a  tour  he 
made  through  Siberia  with  that  view ;  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  his  fucceflbrs  will  follow  his  laudable  exam* 
pie. 

CHAR 
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Otm  ARRIVAL  AT  THE  TOWN  OF  SURGUTE ;  OUR  JOUR- 
NEY THENCE  TO  MOSCO  ;  SOME  ACCOUNT  OF  THA 
CREATURE  CALLED  MAMMON,  ftc. 


xVftjr  a  voyage  of  ten  days  from  the  town  of 
Narim,  during  which  little  remarkable  happened,  we 
arrived,  on  the  nth  of  September,  at  another  town, 
called  Surgute,  iituated  on  the  north  bank  of  the 
Oby,  and  defended  by  a  fmall  fort.  The  inhabitants, 
like  the  people  of  Narim,  are  moflly  traders  in  furs^ 
The  adjacent  country,  on  both  fides  of  the  river,  is 
overgrown  with  dark  and  tall  woods,  where  there 
18  no  cultivated  ground,  except  a  few  gardens*  Bread 
is  got  at  a  fmall  charge,  by  water-carri2(ge,  from  To* 
bollky,  and  other  places  on  the  river  Irtifli« 

In  the  banks  of  the  Oby,  about  this  place,  are 
found  great  quantities  of  that  kind  of  ivory  called  in 
this  country  mammon's  horn.  Some  of  it  alfo  Is 
found  on  the  banks  of  the  Volga.  Mammon's  horn 
refembles,  in  ihape  and  fize,  the  teeth  of  a  large  de- 
phant.  The  vulgar  really  imagine  mammon  to  be  a 
creature  living  in  marlhes,  and  und^  ground,  and 

entertain 
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feritertam  many  ftrange  notions  concerning  it.  The 
Tartars  tell  many  fables  of  its  having  been  feen  alive. 
But  to  nie  it  appears  that  this  horn  is  the  tooth  of  a 
large  elephant.  When,  indeed,  or  how  thefe  teeth 
came  fo  far  to  the  northward,  where  no  elephants  can 
at  prefent  fubfift  during  the  winter  feafon,  is  what  I 
am  unable  to  determine.  They  are  commonly  found 
in  the  banks  of  rivers  which  have  been  wafhed  by 
floods^  The  commandant  of  this  place  had  his  entry 
ornamented  with  feveral  very  large  ones,  and  made 
me  a  prefent  of  one  of  them. 

I  have  been  told  by  Tartars  in  the  Baraba,  that 
they  have  feen  this  fereature  called  Mammon,  at  the 
dawn  of  day,  near  lakes  and  rivers ;  but  that,  on  dif; 
covering  them,  the  mammon  immediately  tumbles 
into  the  water,  and  never  appears  in  the  day-time. 
They  fay  it  is  about  the  fize  of  a  large  elephant,  with 
a  monftrous  large  head  and  horns,  with  which  he 
makes  his  way  in  marihy  places,  and  under  ground, 
where  he  conceals  himfelf  till  night.  I  only  mention 
thefe  things  as  the  reports  of  a  fuperflitious  and  igno- 
rant people* 

I  have  obferved,  in  moft  of  the  towns  we  pafled, 
between  ToboKky  and  Yenefiefky,  many  of  thefe 
mammons  horns,  fo  called  by  the  natives ;  fome  of 
them  very  entire  and  frelh,  like  the  beft  ivory,  in 
every  circumftance,  excepting  only  the  colour,  which 
was  of  a  yellowifh  hue  j  others  of  ^hem  mouldered 
away  at  the  ends,  and,  when  fawn  afunder,  prettily 
clouded.  ITie  people  make  fnuff-boxes,  combs,  and 
divers  forts  of  turnery  ware,  of  them. 

3C  They 
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They  are  found  in  the  banks  of  all  the  great  rivers 
in  Siberia,  weftward  of  lencoulky,  wheti  the  floods 
have  waflied  down  the  banks,  by  the  melting  of  the 
fnow  in  the  fpring*  I  have  feen  of  them  weighing 
above  one  hundred  pounds  Englifti.  (I  brought  a 
large  tooth,  or  mammon's  horn,  with  me  to  England, 
«  and  prefented  it  to  my  worthy  friend  Sir  Hans 
Sloane,  who  gave  it  a  place  in  his  celebrated  mufeumj 
and  was  of  opinion  alfo  that  it  was  the  tooth  of  an 
elephant.  This  tooth  was  found  in  the  river  Oby,  at 
a  place  called  Surgute.) 

The  1 2th,  after  we  had  been  fupplied  with  a  frefh 
ftock  of  provifions,  and  frefh  rowers,"  we  proceeded 
towards  the  next  ftage,  called  Samarofsky-Tamm, 
near  the  conflux  of  the  Oby  and  Irtifli.  The  wind 
being  contrary^  we  made  but  flow  prbgrefs.  The 
near  approach  of  winter,  which  ufually  begins  about 
the  firft  of  Oftober,'  made  us  haflen  forward  as  faft 
as  poffible. 

Next  day,  the  wind  being  eafl:erly,  we  hoifted  our 
fails,  and  run  along  at  a  great  rate  j  and.  the 
14th,  arrived  at  a  fhiall  village  on  the  north  ftiore. 
The  fouth  bank  ftill  continued  low  and  flat.  At  this 
village  we  faw  great  quantities  of  wild  geefe,  picked, 
and  fmoked,  and  hung  in  fliades,  for  winter  provi- 
fions. We  had  fome  of  them  drefled ;  but  I  cannot 
much  praife  them  for  agreeable  food.  The  people  of 
this  place  catch  vaft  numbers  of  them  in  day-nets, 
more  on  account  of  the  down  and  feathers  than  of 
their  flefli,  which  is  but  of  fmall  value.  We  let  our 
barks  proceed,  and  detained  a  boat  to  follow  them, 
as  foou  as  we  had  feen  the  method  of  catching  th'e 

wild 
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wild  gcefe.  The  fportfman  condufted  us  intp  a  fpa*. 
cious  open  plain,  encompafled  with  wood  and  water. 
Here  he  had  his  large  nets,  with  wide  maflies  fpread;^ 
and  a  fmall  hut,  made  of  green  branches,  to  conceal 
himfelf.  Upon  the  grafs  were  fcattcrcd  about  ^  fcor^ 
of  geefe-lkins  fluffed,  fome  of  them  ftanding,  others 
fitting,  in  natural  poflures.  As  foon  as  he  fees  a 
flpck  flying  over  his  head;,  he  calls,  with  a  bit  of 
birchen  bayk  in   his*   mouth,  cxaftly  like  the  wild 

_  • 

geefe.  On  hearing  the  call,  they  take  a  turn  round, 
and  then  alight  among  the  ftuffed  fliins  ;  which  being 
perceived  by  the  fportfman,  he  immediately  draws  ^ 
ftring,  and  claps  the  nets  over  the  whole  flockj  or  a? 
many  of  them  as  arc  within  their  reach.  The  geefe 
always  alight  and  rife  with  tjaeir  heads  to  the  wind- 
ward ;  to  prevent,  therefore^  ii^ch  as  efcape  the  day^ 
net  froni  flying  pfi*,  h(^  has  a  dqcp  long  net,  placed  on 
tall  flender  poles,  to  windward,  which  entangles  great 
numbers  in  their  rifmg.  I  am  perfuaded  this  method 
might  eafily  be  praftifed,  in  other  parts  of  the  world^ 
to  greater  advantage ;  though,  I  beliey^,  there  are  no 
where  fuch  quantities  pf  water-fowl,  efpecjally  geefe 
of  different  kinds,  as  in  fhefe  northern  climates  ; 
where,  free  from  annoyance,  they  bring  forth  their 
yoiing  among  woods  and  lakes,  and,  at  the  approach 
of  winter,  fly  off  to  the  Cafpiaii  Sea^  and  other  fouthr 
ern  regions. 

There  is  here  pne  fpecies  of  gcefp,  called  kazarky, 
ofafizelefs  than  the  con^mon  wild  goofe,  having 
beautiful  fcarlet  fpots  about  the  head,  and  fome  fea; 
thers  of  tlie  fame  colour  in  its  wings.  Of  tkk  fort  J 
faw  great  flocks  about  the  Cafpian  Sea  in  winter. 

Bcfidea 
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Beiides  thefe,  there  are  numbers  of  fwans,  and  ail 
forts  of  water-fowl,  natural  to  the  climate* 

The  woods  are  ftored  with  game,  and  various  forts 
of  wild-fowl,  particularly  the  coc-limoge,  the  heath- 
cock,  and  feyeral  others,  too  tedious  to  mention.—' 
The  manner  in  which  the  coc-limoge  is  caught  by 
the  Ofteacks  is  fomewhat  curious. 

They  make  a  paling,  about  four  or  five  feet  high, 
funning  from  any  wood,  along  a  fandy  bank,  to  the 
edge  of  the  river,  having  the  flakes  fet  fo  clofe  that 
the  fowls  cannot  pafs  between  them.  In  this  paling 
they  leave  openings,  at  certain  diftances,  large  enough 
to  afford  a  paifage  for  thefe  birds ;  and,  rather  than 
take  the  wing,  the  cock  will  feek  a  pafTage  from  one 
end  of  the  hedge  to  the  other.  In  .thefe  openings 
are  fet  fprings,  on  bent  branches,  which,  as  foon  as 
touched,  fly  up,  and  catch  the  fowl,  either  by  the 
neck  or  feet.  The  Ofleacks  brought  us  thefe  and 
other  wild-fowl  in  gr^at  plenty. 

The  15th,  in  fine  weather,  we  continued  our  voy* 
age,  ufing  our  fails  or  oars,  by  turns,  as  circumflances 
obliged  us.  Little  material  happened  till  the  19th, 
in  the  evening,  when  we  left  the  Oby,  and  entered 
the  river  Irtifh  j  and,  night  coming  on,  we  put  afhoxe. 
where  we  ftaid  till  next  morning.  On  entering  the 
Irtifh,  we  had  a  ftrong  current  againfl  our  courfe, 
which  had  been  down  the  flream,  in  all  the  different 
rivers,  from  Selihginfky  to  this  place. 

Before  I  proceed  farther,  I  fhall  take  a  view  of  the 
famous  Dby.  It  is  one  of  the  largefl  rivers  in  the 
world,  and  runs  as  long  a  courfe  as  any  in  Siberia, 
or  perhaps  in  any  other  quarter  of  the  globe*    It  rifes 

in 
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in  the  defert,  feveral  hundred  miles  fouthward  of  the 
Baraba ;  and  is  daily  augmented,  by  many  ftreams  of 
different  names,  till  it  reaches  a  place  called  Belogar- 
iky  J  where  it  takes  the  name  of  Oby,  at  the  conflux 
of  two  large  rivers,  the  Alley  and  the  Tzaritt.  Thefe 
rivers  jomed,  form  the  Oby.  The  Oby  fignifies  both 
in  the  Ruiliah  language.  But  I  am  of  opinion  this 
river  had  that  name  long  before  Siberia  was  known 
to  the  Ruffians,  as  the  natives  ftill  give  it  that  name* 

In  going  eaftward,  we  pafled  the  Oby  upon  the 
ice,  at  a  place*  called  Tzaufky  Oitrogue,  where  it 
made  no  great  appearance,  in  comparifon  of  what  it 
does  after  receiving  the  rivers  Tom,  Tzulim,  Keat^ 
Irtifh,  and  many  others,  when,  indeed,  it  may  be  reck* 
oned  in  the  number  of  the  largeft  rivers  in  the  world. 
It  points  generally  to  the  north,  with  various  wind- 
ings, till  it  meets  the  Keat,  when  it  turns  to  the  north* 
weft ;  and  runs  in  that  direction  many  miles,  till^ 
meeting  with  the  Irtifh,  it  turns  fhort,  in  a  rapid  cur- 
rent, towards  the  pole,  fwaIIowi|ig  up  majr^y  rivers 
and  brooks  in  its  courfe,  and  at  lafl,  it  difcharges  it* 
felf  into  the  Northern  Ocean,  at  a  great  bay  called 
Obfkaya-Guba,  or  the  lips  of  the  Oby. 

Few  rivers  in  the  world  contain  greater  plenty  and 
variety  of  fifli  than  the  Oby.  The  banks  to  the  fouth 
produce  wood$  in  abundance,  interfperfed  with  corn- 
fields, and  good  paflurage.  I  have  been  informed, 
that  in  thefe  parts  are  rich  mines  of  copper  and  iron, 
and  even  filver. 

At  the  conflux  of  tjie  Oby  and  Irtifh  are  feveral 
large  iflajids,  and,  farther  north,  feyeral  villages  j  but 

only 
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only  one  town  of  any  note^  called  Bergoia,  fituate4 
on  the  left  hand. 

I  may  here  obferve,  that  geographers  generally 
agree,  that  a  line  drawn  from  the  place  where  the  ri- 
ver Tanais,  now  called  Don,  difcharges  itfelf  into  the 
fea  of  Azof,  or  the  Black  Sea,  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Oby ,  is  the  proper  boundary  betwixt  Europe  and  Alia. 

The  2oth,  early  in  the  morning,  we  (hoved  off  from 
the  fhore,  and  made  the  befl  of  our  way  up  the  Irtiih. 
In  the  evening,  we  reached  Samarioflky-Yamm,  wherq 
we  lodged  this  night. 

Next  day,  having  taken  on  board  frefli  labourers, 
and  the  wind  being  northerly,  and  very  cold,  we  put 
off  in  hafte,  hoifted  fail,  and  went  along  at  a  great 
rate.  The  wind  continuing  from  this  point,  was  a 
certain  fign  that  winter  was  at  no  great  diitance,  and 
that  we  might  foon  exped:  to  b^  met  by  fhoals  of 
floating  ice. 

The  2  2d,  the  north  wind  ftill  continued  very  ftrong, 
to  our  great  joy  :  For,  although  there  are  jnany  \iU 
lages  on  the  Irtifh,  we  dreaded  the  being  frozen^  up 
near  fome  defert  place. 

Next  day,  there  fell  a  little  fnow,  which  foftened 
the  coldnefs  of  --tl^e  air }  but,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
wind  unfortunately  chopped  about  to  the  weflward, 
;md  retarded  our  progrefs. 

The  24th,  we  continued  pur  voyage ;  and,  next 
day,  the  wind  again  becoming  northerly,  we  ufed  our 
iails  all  that  day  and  night.  We  proceeded,  without 
any  thing  material  happening,  till  the  29th,  when  we 
reached  Demianfky,  a  town  ftanding  on  the  eaftem 

bank* 
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Next  day,  we  fet  oat  immediately,  after  taking  in 
frefh  rowers.  The  fields  were  now  covered  with 
fnow,  and  the  froft  fo  ftrong,  that  the  ice  began  to 
float  in  the  river,  and  we  expefted  every  day  to  be 
frozen  up. 

Thefe  figns  of  approaching  winter  influenced  A)[r 
Ifmayloff  to  leave  the  barks,  to  follow  as  fliould  be 
poflible  for  them,  while  himfelf  made  the  bell  of  his 
way  to  Tobolflcy,  in  a  fmall  boat.  Accordingly,  car- 
rying me  along  with  him,  we  immediately  fet  out  to- 
wards that  place. 

Odober  the  firft,  we  continued  rowing  along  near 
the  banks,  and  took  in  frefli  rowers  as  occafion  of- 
fered.    The  river  was  full  of  great  fiioals  of  ice,  the 
froft  ftrong,  and  much  fnow.     In  the  evening,  we  ar- 
rived, cold  and  wet,  at  a  fmall  village,  where  we  lod- 
ged in  a  warm  room,  about  fifty  verft  from  Tobolflcy. 
Next  day,  the  river  was  fo  covered  with  ice  that 
we  could  proceed  no  farther  in  our  boats  j  but  lucki- 
ly, in  the  night,  there  fell  fnow  enough  for  fledges. 
We  foon  got  horfes,  and  fuch  open  fledges  as  the 
place  afforded,  and,  in  the  evening,  arrived  fafe  at  the 
city  of  Tobolflcy.     We  went  immediately  to  the  pa- 
lace  of  Prince  Alexie  Michaylovitz  Cherkaflcy,  the 
govemour,  who  was  an  intimate  friend  of  the  ambaf- 
fador.     This  prince  was  much  efteemed  for  his  capa- 
city, as  well  as  his  great  probity  and  honour.     We 
fupped  with  him,  and  then  retired  to  our  lodgings  ; 
but  could  not  avoid  conuniferating  the  iate  of  our  fel- 
low travellers,  labouring  with  the  ice,  and  afraid  of 
being  frozen  up  every  minute. 

The  3d,  we  fcnt  fome  foldiers  to  meet  the  barks, 

and 
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and  affift  them  in  coming  up  the  river.  And  on  the 
5th,  they  arrived  fefe  at  ToboMky,  where  they  were 
next  day  difcharged.  ' 

We  were  obliged  to  flay  here  for  the  felling  of  the 
fiiow,  in  order  to  proceed  on  fledges,  th^  common 
i^ethod  of  travelling  in  winter.  At  this  place  we 
thought  ourfelves  at  home,  having  good  lodgings, 
good  company,  and  plenty  of  provifions,  fo  that  we 
waited  patiently  for  the  fetting  iii  of  winter ;  befides, 
we  had  now  a  frequented  road,  lying  through  a  well 
inhabited  country,  all  the  way  to  Mofco. 

During  our  ftay  at  ToboUky,  I  was  informed,  that 
ai  large  troqp  of  gipfies  had  been  lately  at  that  place, 
to  the  number  of  fixty  and  upwards,  coiififtihg  of 
migi,  women,  and  children.  The  Ruflians  call  thdfe 
vagabonds  tziggany.  Their  forry  baggage  was  car- 
ried on  horfes  and  afles.  The  arrival  of  fo  many 
ftrangers  being  reported  to  Mr  Petroff  Solovoy,  the 
vice  governour,  he  fent  for  fome  of  the  chief  of  the 
gang,  and  demanded  whither  they  were  going  ?  They 
anfwered  him,  to  China ;  upon  which  he  told  them^ 
he  could  not  permit  them  to  proceed  any  ferther  eail- 
ward,  as  they  had  no  paflport,.  and  ordered  them  to 
return  to  the  place  whence  they  came.  It  feems 
thefe  people  had  roamed,  in  fmall  parties,  during  the 
fummer  feafon,  crofs  the  vaft  countries  between  Po« 
land  and  this  place,  fubfifting  themfelves  on  what 
they  could  find,  and  on  felling  trinkets,  and  telling 
fortunes  to  the  country  people.  But  Tobolflcy,  being 
the  place  of  rendezvous,  was  the  end  of  their  long 
journey  eaftward ;  and  they,  with  no  fmall  regret^ 
were  obliged  to  turn  their  faces  to  the  weft  again. 

Before 
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Before  I  leave  this  new  world,  as  it  may  be  called, 
of  Siberia,  I  thii^  it  well  defcnres  a  few  general  re- 
marks, bolides  the  particulars  mentioned  in  my  jour- 
nal. 

This  Tail  extent  of  eaftern  continent  is  bounded  by 
Rufiia  to  the  weft,  by  Great  Tartary  to  the  fouth,  on 
the  «ift  and  north  by  the  refpeOiiVe  oceans  ;  its  cir- 
cumference is  not  eafy  to  afcertain*  Foreigners  com- 
monly are  terrified  at  the  very  name  of  Siberia  or  Si- 
bir,  as  it  is  fometimes  called ;  but,  from  what  I  have 
faid  concerning  it,  I  prefume  it  will  be  granted,  that 
it  is  by  no  means  fo  bad  as  i3  generally  imagined.  On 
the  contrary,  the  country  is  really  excellent,  and  a- 
bounds  with  all  things  neceiSlry  for  the  ufe  of  man 
and  beaft.  There  is  no  want  of  any  thing,  but  peo- 
ple to  cultivate  a  fruitful  foil,  well  watered  by  many 
of  the  nobleft  rivers  in  the  world,  and  thtfe  ftored 
with  variety  of  fuch  fine  fiihes,  as  are  feldom  found 
in  other  countries.  As  to  fine  woods,  fumiihed  with 
all  forts  of  game  and  wild  fowl,  no  country  cart  ex- 
ceed it. 

Siberia  is  generally  plain,  fometimes  varied  with  rif- 
ing  grounds,  but  contains  no  high  mountains,  and 
few  hills,  except  towards  the  borders  of  China,  where 
yo.u  find  many  pieafant  hills  and  fruitful  valleys. 

Confidering  the  extent  of  tjiis  country,  and  the 
many  jidvantagcs  it  poffeffes,  I  cannot  help  being  of 
opinion,  that  it  is  fufiicient  to  contain  all  the  nations 
in  Europe,  where  they  might  enjoy  a  more  comfort- 
able life  than  many  of  them  do  at  prefent.  For  my 
part,  I  think,  that,  had  a  perfon  his  liberty  and  a  few 
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friends^  there  are  few  places  where  he  could  fpend 
life  more  agreeably  than  in  fome  parts  of  Siberia. 

Towards  the  north,  indeed,  the  winter  is  long, 
and  extremely  cold.  There  are  alfo  many  dreary 
waflcs,  and  deep  woods,  terminated  only  by  great 
rivers,  or  the  ocean  ;  but  thefe  1  would  leave  to  the 
prefent  inhabitants,  the  honeft  Ofleacks  and  Tongufes, 
and  others  like  them,  where,  free  from  ambition  and 
avarice,  they  fpend  their  lives  in  peace  and  tranquilli- 
ty. I  am  even  perfuaded,  that  thefe  poor  people 
would  not  change  their  fituation  and  manner  of  life, 
for  the  finefl  climate,  and  all  the  riches  of  the  eaft ; 
for  I  have  often  heard  them  fay,  that  God,  who  had 
placed  them  in  this  country,  knew  what  was  beft  for 
them,  and  they  were  fatisfied  with  their  lot. 

During  our  ftay  at  Tobollky,  a  meffenger  arrived 
from  court,  with  the  glad  tidings  of  peace  being  con- 
cluded between  his  Czarifh  Majefly  and  the  crown  of 
Sweden,  after  a  deftruftive  war,-  which  had  raged 
above  twenty  years*  This  was  very  agreeable  news  to 
every  body,  particularly  to  the  officers  who  had  re- 
mained fo  long  in  captivity.  The  peace  was  pro- 
claimed with  firing  of  guns,  and  other  rejoicings  ufual 
on  fuch  occafions. 

November  1 8th,  all  the  roads  being  now  firm,  and- 
fit  for  fledges,  we  left  Tobolfky  in  a  ftrong  froft. 
As  we  returned  by  the  fame  road  we  went  to  the 
eaftward,.  which  I  have  already  defcribed;  I  fhall  not 
repeat  the  particulars,  but  only  name  the  towns 
through  which  we  paffed,  viz.  Tumeen,  Epantfhin, 
Verchaturia,  and  Solikamfky.  The  weather  being  ex^ 
ceifively  cold,  we  remained  two  days  at  this  place. 

From 
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From  thence  we  came  to  Kay-gorod,  then  to  KlinoflF ; 
iit>m  which,  inftead  of  going  towards  Cazan,  we  pro- 
ceeded ftraight  through  the  woods  towards  the  town 
of  Niflma-Novogorod,  fituated  at  the  conflux  of  the 
Volga  and  Ocka.  This  road  is  neareft,  but  very 
rough  and  narrow  in  many  places,  the  country  being 
onrergrown  with  large  tall  woods,  of  different  kinds, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  foil.  The  principal  in- 
habitants are  the  Tzeremilh,  who  afford  but  indiffer- 
ent accommodation  for  travellers ;  however,  the  peo- 
ple are  very  courteous  and  hofpitablc.  Among  them 
are  fcattered  a  few  Rufs  villages,  and  a  very  few 
Rufs  towns  of  fmall  note ;  fbr  which  rcafon,  I  fhall 
only  mention  the  names  of  fuch  as  lay  in  our  road 
from  Klinoff  to  Kufma-Damianikp,  (which  laft  place  is 
l^tuated  on  the  eaft  bank  of  the  river  Volga,)  viz. 
BiHritfky,  a  large  villiige ;  Orloff,  a  fmall  town ;  Yuri- 
cftky,  a  village  ;  Kot^lnitzy,  ^  fm^U  town  ;  a  village 
called  Txorno-RetzKy  j  a  larg?  village  called  Vofkre- 
fenfky ;  Yaranlky,  a  fmall  town ;  Tzarevo-Sanchur- 
iky,  another  fmall  town  ;  Shumetrey,  a  village.  Be- 
fides  thefe,  and  fome  others,  we  paffcd  through  many 
villages,  inhabited  by  Tzcremilhian  and  Tzoowafhian 
Tartars,  to  mention  which  would  be  too  tedious, 
fhefe  people,  having  deftroyed  the  woods  about  their 
villages,  live  much  at  their  eafe,  have  plenty  of  com 
and  caKle,  and  great  numbers  of  bee-hives,  whereby 
they  fumifli  the  markets  with  great  quantities  of 
honey  and  beesrwax.  They  alfo  furniftied  us  with 
changes  of  horfe$  whenever  we  hj^d  occafion  for 
them  ;  but  their  tackling  of  harnefs,  &c.  is  fo  bad, 
that  much'  time  was  loft  in  accommodating  them  to 
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our  he&vy  carriages,  fo  that  we  thought  ourfelves 
happy  when  we  met  with  Ruffian  villages^  which  are 
far  better  provided  in  that  refpeft,  and  mote  aocui^ 
tomed  to  travelling  than  thofe  poor  people,  who  never 
go  for  from  their  own  home^ 

After  a  tedious  journey,  we  came  out  of  the  Woods 
t6  the  Volga,  and  travelled  along  upon  the  ice,  which, 
in  fome  places,  was  not  very  firm^  In  the  evening, 
we  reached  Nifhna-Novogorod,  where  we  (laid  fome 
days  to  refreih  ourfelves,  and  kept  our  Chriftmas  with 
the  commandant. 

We  proceeded  again  on  the  23th,  and,  little  mate- 
rial happening,  arrived  fafe  at  the  capital  city  of 
Mofco,  on  the  5th  day  of  January  17^2,  where  we 
ibund  his  Czarifh  Majefty,  and  all  the  court,  who 
had  lately  arrived  from  St  Peterlburgh,  and  prepara- 
tions were  making  for  grand  fire-works,  triumphal 
arches,  and  other  marks  of  joy,  on  account  of  the 
peace ;  With  which  I  fhall  conclude  my  journal. 
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I  THIK&  it  <viU  not  be  unaccq)table  to  the  reader, 
if  I  fubjoin  a  lift  of  the  places  and  diftaacei  between 
St  Peterfburgh  and  Pekin. — ^They  are  »  follows. 

It  is  to  be  noted,  that  the  diftauces  between  St 
Peterfburgh  and  Tobolfky,  in  Sfteria,  are  all  meafur- 
ed  verfts,  each  verft  being  500  RqIs  fathoms,  each 
fathom  confifting  of  feven  feet  Englilh  meafure }  fp 
that  a  RuifiaA  verft  meafures  exa^y  i  i66j  yards^ 

Vcrfts, 


Froin  St  Peterft)urgh 

To  Yefliore 

35 

Toffinlky-Yam 

»3 

Lubany 

26 

Chudova 

3« 

Spalkoy  Polifte 

aj 

fodberezwa 

aj 

• 

Novogorod 

24 

Bronltza. 

35 

Zaitfoff 

30 

Kriftitikom 

3« 

Yazhetbeetfach 

39 

Zemnigorikom 

23 

Edrovo 

at 

Kotelofsky 

35 

Vifhny-Volotlhok* 

3« 

Vidropuiko 

^1 

Torlhoke 

3* 

Medna 

33 

Tweer 

flS 

Oorodna 

3« 

^iavidQvo 

97 

T« 


^^ 
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- 

VerlU. 

To  Khnn 

37 

Peflika 

30 

Tfhomy  Graz 

«4 

City  of  Mofco 

28 

Novo-Derevcnoy 

97 

Bunkovo 

25 

Kyrzatfky 

29 

Lipnach 

28 

Undola 

•7 

Volodima- 

22 

Selo-Sudogda 

34 

Molhkach 

30 

Selo-DartlhevQ 

26 

Murom 

30 

Selo-Monachovo 

*5 

Sclo-Pagofty 

29 

Selo  Bogoroditzky 

39 

Nifhna-Novogorod 

28 

Zyminka 

25 

Selo-Tadntza 

31 

Belozerika 

3^ 

Fokina 

*? 

Selo-Sumkach 

34 

Kofma-Damianfko 

20 

BoUhoy  Rutky 

10 

Kumiea 

50 

Shumetrey 

30 

Zarevo-Santzurlky 

30 

Potavinoy-Vrague 

47 

Yaranikey 

29 

Sdo-Voikrefenfky 

34 

Tq 
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Verfts. 
To  T&oma-Retzka  47 

Kotelnizy  46 

YuriofQcy    .  20 

OrloflF  26 

Selo-Biftritz  a  1 

Klinoff  '   ^o 

Slobodlky  a8 

Selo-Prokofieflky  30 

Selo-Solovetzkoy  33 

Troidka-monaftery  22 

Knito-Goriky  25 

Kathariniky-monaftery         25 

TikofJky  35 

Leonfky  25 

Kay-Gorod  35 

Reka-Volva  34 

Korifh  Retlka  Berefoflky    25 

Selo-Yfinoflky  30 

Zezeffky  1 5 

Selo-Koflinlky  36 

Logginoff  32 

Selo*Syriniky  28 

Nikonoff  25 

Town  of  Sollikamlky  30 

Martinfkoy  25 

Yanvey  35 

Moltzanoff  35 

From  Moltzanoff  to  Verkuta- 

ria  are  five  ftages,  making  181 

thence  to  Salduifkaya  Fo- 

goftia  27 

To 
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To  Bfiggnevoy  4^ 

Fominoy  ^ 

BabicbiDoy  53 

Torin&y  53 

Slattkoy  50 

S^RofliddVinfky  50 

Tiuneen  51 

SobooYOj  46 

Pobofika-Slaboda  31 

Ukinikoy  35 

Bflddarino  34 

l^icftakovo  16 

Dochterevo  39 

City  of  ToboUky  43 

From  St  P^erfburgh  to  Mofoo  734 

From  Mofco  to  Kufma-Damianflco  564 
From  Kuima-Damianlko  to  ZaireYOi&m- 

tzurfky            -            -  -^           120 
From  Zarevo-SantzuHky  to  SoDikamiky    813 

From  SoUikamlky  to  Tobolfky  -       888 


3"9 


It  will  be  obferved,  that,  in  our  journey  outwards 
to  China,  vre  went  by  Cazan,  which  m\jSk  make  the 
diftance  we  travelled  between  St  Peteriburgh  and  To* 
boKky,  more  than  the  ^bove  (which  i$  the  (horteft 
road)  by  at  leait  200  verfts. 

The 


The  route  continued  from  Tobolflty  eaftward,  down 
tii6  liter  Irtifh,  and  up  the  riyers  Oby  and  Keat  by 

water. 

From  Tobollky  Verfts^ 

To  Samarioffty-Yamhi  570 

I  the  town  of  Surgutef  262 

the  town  of  Narim  ^go 

the  town  of  Makoflky  Up  the  river 

Keat  -  •  14S0 

by  land  to  Yehifeyfky  i  pi 

to  Elimflcyj  along  the  river  Tongufky      627 
to  Irkutiky  -  -  4^0 

crofs  the  Baykall  lake  to  Selinginiky       394 
to  Saratzine,  the    boundary   between 

RuiHa  and  China  -  104 

to  the  riVer  Tola  -  -        467 

the  wall  of  Chixia,  crofs  the  Hungry 
Steppi  or  Defert,  ,      .  -          t2t2 

the  city  of  Pekin  -  m       200 

i*rom  Tobolfky  to  Pekin  -  6448 

From  St  Peterfburgh  to  Tobolfky  3^  '9 


mm 


9567 

iJ.  B,  The  verfts  between  Tobolfky  and  Pekin  ire 
Computed,  which  generally  exceed  the  meafured 
tefft,    " 

It  will  be  noted,  that  the  rbute  above  recited  is  that 
by  which  we  returned  from  China. 
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TRANSLATION 


OB  THE 


^PITOR'S   PREFACE 


TO  TH? 


REAPER. 


■Maaoj— ■  «ii 


'X  Hf  s  Journal  is  a  very  curious,  and  an  authentie 
piece,  and  certainly  merits  the  attention  of  the  public, 
as  well  fur  its  ufe,  as  the  novelty  of  the  fubjeft  it 
treats  of. 

As  the  world  is  not  fo  fufliciently  informed  of  what 
pafles  in  thofe  diftant  countries,  as  to  form  a  tolera- 
ble judgment  of  what  the  court  of  Ruflia  may  have 
to  do  with  diat  of  China,  I  am  now  about  to  give  9, 
Aiccind  relation  thereof  to  the  reader,  that  it  may 
ferve  him  as  jui  introdu&ion  to  the  work. 

It  is  now  well  known  that  the  frontiers  of  Siberia 
are  contiguous  to  thofe  of  China ;  for  this  reafon,  it 
is  natural  to  .  think  that  the  court  of  Rui&a  ihould 
|iave  more  frequent  correfpondencc;  with  that  of  Chi^ 
XOi  tkan  any  other  court  of  Europe.     Nevertheleis^ 
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this  correfpondence  between  the  two  coarts  is  of  no 
ancient  date,  as  it  did  not  commence  but  fince  the 
Mongall  Tartars  made  themfelves  matters  of  China, 
about  the  year  1040 ;  for  it  was  about  that  time  that 
the  Ruffians,  after  being  poflefled  of  Siberia  from 
the  latter  end  of  the  fixteenth  century,  b^an*  to 
fpread  themfelves  over  that  vaft  country,  not  haT- 
ing  met  the  leaft  refiftance  from  the  ancient  inhabi* 
tants  of  thofe  parts ;  till,  at  laft,  they  came  to  efta- 
blifh  themfelves  about  the  lake  Baykall,  and  the  ii« 
ver  Amoor,  thereby  becoming  near  neighbours  to  the 
Mongall  Tartars ;  by  intercourfe  with  them,  the  Ruf- 
fians foon  came  to  underftand  that  their  nation  had 
poiTelTed  themfelves  of  China ;  and  that  it  was  the 
Prince  who  was  adually  their  Chan,  who  filled  at  that 
time  the  throne  of  China. 

The  court  of  Ruifia  was  not  ignorant  of  the  ez« 
treme  opulence  of  the  empire  of  China ;  and,  apprif* 
ed  that  th^  diftance  from  Siberia  could  not  be  great, 
refoived  to  try  if  they  could  not  draw  fome  advan- 
tages from  that  difcovery,  by  eftabliihing  a  regular 
commerce  between  Siberia  and  China;  promifing 
themfelves  no  lefs  than  to  draw  into  Ruifia,  from 
that  empire,  a  gr^t  part  of  its  riches.  For  this  pur- 
pofe,  the  court  of  Ruffia  fent,  fucceffively,  feveral  a^« 
bafi^dors,  or  envoys,  to  China ;  who  fucceed^  fo 
well,  that  the  C^inefe,  at  length,  confented  to  dhe.en* 
.try  of  the  caravans  into  their  donunions,  from  Sibe- 
ria, on  conditioDs  very  advantageous  to  RuiIkU   .• 

Dt^ring  thefe  tranfadions,  the  Ruffians  daily  gain* 
ed  ground  on  the  frontiers  of  tj&e  Mongall  Tartai^} 
and  even  made  j^o.  fisrHpl^,  wheiii  t^y  thpught^frt,  of 

eftabliihing 
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eftablHhmg  themfelves  on  thdr  territories^  wUh  a  de« 
iign  to  approach  on  one  fide,  along  the  river  Amoor^ 
towards  the  Oriental  Sea;  and,  on  the  other  fide^ 
adoBg  the  river  Selinga,  towards  the  frontiers  of 
China. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  new  government  of  China 
was  not  long  of  comprehending  that  all  thefe  new 
fettlements,  which  the  Ruffians  made  upon  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  Mongalls,  would  in  time  render  their 
power  too  formidable  to  the  fubjeds  of  China ;  and 
might  come  at  laft  to  be  very  dangerous  to  the  re- 
pofe  of  China  itfelf,  in  cafe  any  mifunderftandings 
between  the  two  nations  fliould  arife.  On  thefe  con- 
iiderations,  they  refolved  to  oppofe  fettlement  to  fet- 
dement^  and  to  build  fome  towns  and  villages  on'  the 
frontiers  of  the  Mongall  Tartars,  at  fome  diftance 
fifom  the  laft  fettlements  of  the  Ruffians ;  in  order 
thereby  to  prevent  their  penetrating  further  into  the 
country^  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Tartar  fubjefts  of 
China. 

In  confequence  of  this  refolution,  the  Chinefe  built, 
about  the  year  1670,  the  towns  of  Mergeen  and 
Kaun,  and  the  borough  of  Xixigan,  with  (everal  o^ 
ther  bcMxmghs  and  villages^  thereabouts ;  which  they 
peopled  with  colonies  of  Mongalls,  fubje&s  of  China. 

Hience  arofe  difputes  between  the  two  empires, 
on  the  fubjeQ  of  their  frofttiers*  And,  in  place  of 
ifae  negotaations  being  confined  to  affairs  of  com- 
maxCf  and  mutual  proteftations  of  amity  and  friend- 
Ihip,  on  one  fide  and  the  other,  the  grand  obje&of  all 
didr  aims  came  now  to  be  the  accommodation  of  the 
affiiir  of  the  frontiers,  and  the  r^;ulation  of  limits 

between 
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foetweeii  the  two  empiitt.  Bat,  in  a  nndi  a»  oAd 
wonld  preferve  to  themfirfves  die  n^  of  doing  « 
diey  thought  fit,  and  the  other  wooU,  kt  idl  haaiinds^ 
keep  thai  from  doing  what  they  dioi}gfac  dangeititt^ 
there  arofe  a  great  coohiefs  between  them;  wUck 
came  to  Mows  in  the  ycarg  1684  ^^  1685.  ft  is 
Yrae,  that  they  bboured  inceffantly,  bodi  bn  the  oie 
fide  and  the  other,  for  a  re^ablifliment  of  gadi 
harmony  bawaen  the  two  nations ;  to  this  end  Aeve 
Were  held  two  diffef oit  cengrefies,  at  the  town  «tf 
Nerchinflcy,  between  the  plenipotendaries  df  Jhiflia 
and  thofe  of  China.  But  thofe  gentlemen  met  widi 
fo  many  dfficmldes,  in  reconciling  their  diferent  tbia 
dments  and  interefts,  that  they  were  4^btiged  to  ife^ 
parate  without  fuccefs.  At  lail,  F.  GrefUUon,  s  fo- 
fuit,  returned  again  to  the  t<t»m  of  Nerdiinfcy^  it 
quality  of  plenipotentiary  of  the  court  of  Ghma ;  anl 
dicre,  in  1689,  figned  a  treaty  of  peace,  and'perpe^ 
tual  alliance,  between  the  two  empires ,'  wfdoh  WHf 
afterwards  ratified,  in  the  ufual  forms,  by  botk  ibk 
<iourts« 

That  treaty  was  not  very  advantageous  to  die  Rdfc 
lians,  becaufe  it  fet  bounds  to  their  eflablMimetitt  ^Hk 
thefe  frontiers,  which  was  a  rery  difagreeaWe  AltlotK 
And,  as  they  believed  the  Ghinefe  wotiM  not  tegml 
it  very  ftriftly,  provided  they  did  not  aidvanoe  ftir- 
ther  on  tHe  fide  of  the  Selinga,  and  the  towmi  they 
had  lately  built  to  the  fouthward  of  the  fnmtier^  tfe 
Ruffians  again  began  to  make  new  fetdeittttlts  4ihag 
the  river  Amoor;  and,  at  laft,  to  build  HimSg  tSfe 
ibuth  bark  of  that  river,  thirty  leagues 4)feyt^ 
limits,  vi  t-wn  th^  called  'Aftnudn^  *in  iopte 

the 


PREFACE.  40^ 

€kt  Chinefe  could  not  be  without  Siberian  furs»  and 
would  rather  choofe  to  wink  at  thefe  enterprifes  than 
enter  into  a  new  wan  But  they  were  quite  miftaken 
in  their  calculation  ;  for  the  Mongalls  fumi{hed  fuch 
quantities  of  furs  to  China^  from  the  time  they  had 
orders  from  the  Chan  to  fpread  tbemfelves  along  the 
banks  of  the  Amoor,  that  the  Chinefe  began  to  per- 
ceive that  they  could  be  fuftcienfly  fupplied  with 
furs,  without  thofe  from  Siberia.  .  And  in  thefe  fen- 
timents  they  fpoke  freely  their  thoughts  of  thefe  new 
enterprifes  of  the  Ruffians. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Ruffians  gave  them  good 
words  and  fair  promifes,  but  continued  to  cany  on 
their  point,^  flattering  themfelves  that  they  might  find 
fon)e  favourable  opportunity  of  pacifying  them.     Ne- 
fvcTthddty  th^  Chinefe  growing  doubtful  of  the  Ruf- 
fians Complying  with   their  demands,    which  they 
thought  well  founded,  at  length  they  had  recourfe  to 
force;  and^  in  the  year  1^15,  made  the  Mongalls, 
fubjedls^  1^  China,  take  arms,  and  laid  fiege  to  the 
town  of  Albazin,  the  place  which  was  the  principal 
ground  of  their  complaints.     This  fiege  continued 
three  years ;  and,  as  the  late  Peter  the  Great  was  oc- 
cupied in  his  grand  defigns  to  the  weftward,  he  would 
not  continue  the  quarrel  with  China.     Thus  they  let 
the  town  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Mongalls,  and 
agreed  to  a  new  provifional  treaty  with  the  court  of 
Pekin,     But,  as  other  differences  on  the  frontiers 
ftill  fubfifted,  the  court  of  Ruffia  fent  again,  in  1719, 
an  envoy  extraordinary  to  Peking  to  regulate  entirely 
'jyhat  remained  to  be  adjufted  between  the  two  em- 
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pires ;  and  feeing  that,  by  means  of  thefe  differences, 
the  commerce  of  the  caravans  was  much  leffened,  the 
true  objed  of  his  n^tiation  was  to  re-eftabiifli  that 
commerce ;  and,  to  that  end,  to  try  to  induce  the 
court  of  China  to  confent  to  the  refidence  of  an  agent 
from  Ruflia,  at  the  cQurt  of  Pekin,  who  might  take 
care  to  watch  over  the  affairs  of  the  caravan,  and  fo 
preferye  a  good  underftanding  between  the  two  em- 
pires. The  envoy  t>f  Ruffia,  having  happily' execut- 
ed  the  lafl  part  of  his  commiflion,  left,  at  his  de- 
parture from  Pekin,  Mr  de  Lange,  as  agent  of  Rufr 
fia  at  the  court  of  Pekin,  who  was  the  author  of  the 
following  Journal. 

The  public  is  obliged  for  this  trad  to  a  foreign 
miniiler,  who  refided  many  years  at  the  court  of 
Ruflia,  and  who  permitted  it  to  be  communicated  to 
the  public.  But,  to  m^ke  the  reading  of  it  more 
agreeable  and  more  ufeful  to  the  world,  it  was  thought 
fit  to  add  fome  little  remarks  in  the  places  which  re« 
quired  elucidation,  that  nothing  might  be  wanting  to 
the  reader  on  fo  interefting  a  fubjed. 
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Mk    DE  LANGEi    &c 


M. 


•    •  • 

March  1721* 

R  DE  tsMAYLOFF,  aihbaflawior  and  envoy  extraor- 
dinary of  his  Czarifh  Majefty,  having  fixed  his  depar- 
ture from  Pekin  to  be  on  the  id  of  March,  after 
having  finiflied  his  negotiations  at  the  court  of  China 
in  the  bed  manner  he  poflibly  could*,  I  took  the  re- 
foludon  of  accompanying  him  to  the  wall  of  China ; 

but 


*  Mr  De  IfmaylofT,  a  gentleman  of  great  merit,  and  a  Cap- 
tain in  the  reglipent  of  the  Prfeobfafchinfky  guards,  was  fent,  in 
the  year  1719,  by  the  late  Emperor  Peter  the  Great,  to  China, 
y^Mti  the  charafter  of  ambaffadpr  and  envoy  extraordinary,  to 
xcnew  the  treaties  between  RuiOa  and  China,  and  to  endea- 
vour to  bring  tlie  court  of  Pekin  to  agree  to  a  regulated  free 
commerce  with  Ruffia. 
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but  the  gentlemen  of  the  miniftry  thought  proper  to 
refufe  me  a  paflport ;' pretending  that,  as  I  was  order- 
ed by  his  Czarifli  Majefty  to  refide  at  the  court  of  the 
Chan*,  it  was  neceffary  that  i  fhould  have  permiffion 
of  the  Bogdoi-Chan  himfelf,  not  only  for  going  as 
far  as  the  grand  wall,  but  alfo  for  every  time  that  I 
would  go  to  flay  a  night  without  the  walls  of  Pekin ; 
to  the  intent  that  the  court  might  always  be  alFured 
that  no  ill  accident  fhould  happen  to  me,  being  a 
foreigner!*  And,  as  the  Bogdoi-Chan  had  already 
quitted  his  refidence  of  Pekin,  to  take  the  diverfion 
of  hunting,  it  was  not  without  a  deal  of  trouble  that 
I  obtained  a  permiflion  to  accompany  Mr  De  Ifmay- 

loff 


*  All  the  Tartars  give  to  their  reigning  princes  the  title  of 
Chan ;  and,  as  the  hoafe  -nhich  at  prefent  fills  the  throne  of 
China  is  come  from  that  branch  of  Pagan  Tartars  known  to  us 
by  the  name  of  Oriental  Mongalls,  the  Emperors  of  China 
conform  thcmfelves  to  the  eftablifhed  cuflom  of  tlieir  nation, 
prefervingy  to  this  time>  the  title  of  Chan.  Vide  Hift.  Genea- 
log.  dcs  Tartares. 

f  Mr  De  IfmayloflF,  at  his  departure  from  Pekin,  left,  by 
virtue  of  his  indruflions,  Mr  de  Lange,  in  quality  of  agent  of 
Ru{Iia»  to  treat  of,  and  bring  to  a  conclufion,  a  regulation  of 
commerce,  and  an  eRablifhrnent  of  an  eafy  correfpondence  be« 
tween  the  two  empires ;  and,  although  the  Chineie  miniftry 
oppofed  mod  flrenuoufly  the  refidence  of  the  faid  agent,  at 
their  court,  on  pretence  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  fundamen- 
tal conftitutions  of  the  empire  ;  yet  the  faid  ambaflador  knew 
fo  well  how  to  take  his  meafures,  that  the  Bogdoi-Chan  gare 
his  confent  to  it,  notwithftanding  all  the  intrigues  of  the  mmi*^ 
ftry  to  the  contrary. 


loff  as  far  as  Czampinfa,  which  is  a  town  60  ly  ♦  dif- 
tant  from  Pekin,  from  whence  I  returned,  being  es- 
corted by  a  clerk  of  the  council  for  the  affairs  of  the 
Mongalls,  and  fome  foldiers ;  and  thus  came  back 
to  Pekin  on  the  6th. 

The  7th,  early  in  the  morning,  I  faw  enter  the 
court-yard  of  my  houfe  a  man  who  had  the  appear- 
ance of  a  poor  beggar ;  he  brought  with  him  fome 
poor  ftarved  fowls,  and  falted  cabbage,  together  with 
fome  pots  of  taraffun,  which  is  a  fermented  liquor, 
made  of  grain,  and  what  the  Chinefe  drink  inftead  of 
wine,  making  it  warm  before  they  drink  it.     This 
man,  having  fet  it  all  down  in  my  court-yard,  was  re- 
turning, when  I  ordered  him  to  be  called  back,  to 
inform  me  of  the  meaning  of  his  fo  doing.     Upon 
which  he  told  me,  "  That  it  was  part  of  the  provifions 
**  he  had  bought  for  me,  by  order  of  the  college  who 
*^  have  the  charge  'of  the  Emperor's  magazines  of 
*^  provifions  ;  but  that,  not  being  able  to  bring  all  at 
"  once,  he  was  going  to  fetch  the  reft.*'     Where- 
upon, being  informed  by  him  what  his  occupation 
was,  I  underftood,  "  That  he  had  made  a  contraft 
**  with  the  faid  college  to  furnifh  me,  every  nine  days, 
^  with  a  certain  quantity  of  provifions  for  my  houfe." 
Upon  which  I  ordered  him  to  take  every  thing  away 
that  he  faid  he  had  bought  for  me,  and  to  bring  no 
more  to  my  houfe,  till  1  fliould  receive  previous  in- 
formation, from  the  council  for  foreign  affairs,  how 
much  I  was  daily  to  receive  by  order  of  the  Bogdoi- 

Chan^ 


*  One  I7  of  China  is  cxadly  360  geometrical  paces. 
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Chan,  and  through  whole  hands  I  vas  to  recme 
them. 

Whereupon  I  lent  to  kt  the  Bfandaiins  ( who  vere 
Bppciated  to  propofe  to  the  cotmcfl  vhat  m^^  re- 
gard me)  know  what  had  occurred  with  this  man, 
who  came,  in  the  above  manner,  to  bring  me  prcm- 
iions  on  the  part  of  the  Bogdoi-Chan ;  and  aUb  that 
I  fliould  always  mod  re^iefifully  receive  whatever  the 
Bogdoi-Chan,  from   his  friendifaip  for  his  Czariih 
Majefty,  ihould  order  for  my  fubfiftence,  in  cafe  it 
was  fent  me  in  a  proper  manner ;  at  the  fiune  time, 
defiring  them  to  acquaint  me  with  the  particulars  of 
what    the  court  had    ordered  for  my  fuUiftence. 
Whereupon  thofe  gentlemen  fent  me  the  following 
anfwer,   ^'That    I    (hould  receive  the  fame  allow- 
^*  ance  which  I  had  received  before,  during  the  refi- 
*'  dence  of  the  envoy  extraordinary  at  this  court, 
*^  and  that  they  had  already  made  an  agreement  to 
**  deliver  my  allowance  regularly."     I  reprefented 
to  thei;n  thereupon,  *'  That  1  never,  had  any  feparate 
*'  allowance  during  the  refidence  of  his  Excellency  the 
**  envoy  at  Pekin,  having  had  the  honour  of  eating 
^^  always  at  the  fame'  table  with  him ;  that,  for  this 
^^  reafon,  I  could  now  receive  nothing,  until  I  ihould 
^^  know  precifely  wherein  it  was  to  confift  ;  and  that^ 
*^  after  I  ihould  know  what  the  allowance  was  to  be^ 
I  ihould  deiire  them  to  pay  me  the  amount  of  the 
fame  in  money,  which  they  were  to  pay  to  the  pur- 
«<  veyor/'    Thefe  gentlemen  wdre  not  wanting  in  let^ 
ting  me  know,  *'  That  I  ought  not  fo  nicely  to  exa« 
*^  mine  what  the  Bogdoi-Chan,  without  any  obliga« 
*^  tion,  had  ordered  to  be  given  me  out  of  his  mere 

•*  grace.'* 
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^^  grace.'*  But  I  aiTured  them^  in  ftrong  terms,  in 
my  turn,  "  That  I  abfolutely  would  receive  nothing 
^^  on  thefe  terms ;  for  1  was  very  doubtful  whether 
[  th^  Bogdoi-Chan  was  informed,  that  fuch  a  per* 
fon  was  trufted  with  the  difpoiition  of  what  allow- 
ance he  was  pleafed  to  order  for  me/'  This  refo- 
lution  much  difcompofed  the  gentlemen  Mandarins^ 
wKo  had  reckoned  on  fupplying  their  own  tables  with 
my  provifions ;  but,  feeing  how  difficult  it  was  to  ob- 
tain their  ends  on  this  occafion,  they  at  laft  delivered 
to  me  the  following  fpecification,  and  faid  it  was 
what  the  Bogdoi-Chan  had  ordered  for  my  allowance, 
viz,  per  day, 

I  filh. 

I  fheep.  , 

1  pot  of  taraiTun* 

1  fowl. 

1  bowl  of  miik. 

2  oz.  of  tea. 

2  oz.  of  butter* 
2  oz.  of  lamp-oiL 
•1  gin  faked  cabbage. 
2  fmall  nveafures  of  rice. 
1 5  gin  of  wood. 

To  my  interpreter  per  day, 

1  oz.  of  tea. 
^  gin  of  flour, 
a  oz.  of  butter, 

2  oz.  of  lamp-oil. 
2  fmall  meafurc^  of  ricje. 
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8  gitf  of  wood« 

And  «very  9  days  a  flieep. 

To  every  ond  of  my  domeftics  per  day, 
i-^-  gin  of  beef. 
I  oz«  ()i  fait. 
I  moafure  of  rice.  •     ^ 
5  gin  of  wood. 

To  a  dragocxi  who  was  left  behind  by  the  envoy  at 
Pekin,  upon  account  of  fome  tapeftries  they  were 
working  for  his  Czarifh  Majeily, 

I  meafure  of  rice. 

1  oz.  of  tea. 
4-  gin  of  flour. 

2  oz.  of  butter. 

2  oz.  of  lamp-oil. 
5  gin  of  wood. 
And  every  9  days  a  (heep. 
By  laen  you  are  to  underftand  ounces,  and  by  gin 
pounds. 

Upon  delivering  this  fpeciiication,  the  Mandarins 
acquainted  me,  ^^  That|  as  they  were  obliged  to  buy 
^^  the  fifh,  the  fowls,  the  fheep,  and  the  milk,  for  my^ 
**  provifions,  with  ready  money,  I  might  receive  the 
**  value  of  thofe  things  in  money  ;  but,  in  regard  to 
^^  the  other  articles,  I  muft  content  i^yfelf  to  receive 
^^  them  in  kii^d  from  the  Chsm's  n^agasdnes  *•*' 

Upon 


.«<;■'  T-^ii"!!  ^ 


*  The  Emperor  of  China  receives  the^grcateft  part  of  the 
tribute  of  his  fubjefts  m' the  Country  In  provifions  and  manu^ 
#  fsftarcs 


TJpoa  which  I  affurcd  them,  "  I  fliould  make  no 
objcftion,  provided  they  did  it  in  a  decent  mannef  ^^ 
and  not  by  unknown  people,  who  niarched  off  as. 
ibon  as  they  hud  thrown  it  down  in  my  court-yard,, 
asi  they  had  once  done."     At  the  fame  time  I  de- 
manded of  them,    "  Whether  I  could  ftill  have  the 
**  Chan's  horfes,  to  make  ufe  of  Aem  when  I  iflibuld 
have  occafion,  as  I  had  during  the  refidence  of  the 
envoy  extraordinary."     They  anfwered  me  there- 
upon,  ^'  That  I   might  certainly  have  the  Chan's 
horfes  always ;  but  then,  ^s  the  (tables  of  the  Chan 
were  at  a  confiderable  diflance,   it  was  neceiTary 
**  for  me  always  to  acquaint  them  of  ray  intentions, 
the  day  before  I  intended  to  ride  out ;  upon  fuch 
notice,  they  would  take  care  that  the  horfes  iliould 
always  be  ready  at  my  quarters  very  early  in  th« 
^*  morning  •."     To  avoid  this  inconvenience,  and  to 
avoid  the  being  obliged  to  let  them  know  every 

3  G  day 
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faftures  of  the  growth  of  the  fcvcral  provinces,  which  are  after* 
wards  diftributed  in  khid  to  all  perfons  in  ihe  i!crvice  of  this 
monarchy,  and  reckoned  to  them  as  part  of  dieir  falary  ;  fo 
that  all  the  gold  and  filvcr  that  comes  into  the  trcafury  of 
the  Chan,  arifes  from  the  tribute  of  the  citi-.s,  the  duties  inwards 
and  outwards,  the  tolls  of  pafTjngers,  the  iriincs  of  «^uld  and 
filver,  and  fines ^or  confifcations  ;  all  which  together  amount 
-every  year  to  immenfe  fums. 

♦-  At  Pekin  they  always  make  vifits  in  town  on  horfeback. 
But  the  Princes  of  the  blood,  and  the  gnnid  Mand^Aiins,  are 
generally  carried  in  litters  on  thefe  occadons,  attended  with  a 
jaumerous  train  of  domeilics. 
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day  where  I  would  go,  I  took  the  refolution  to  buy 
fix  horfeSy  and  to  keep  them ,  at  my  own  expence, 
though  forage  was  very  dear  at  Pekin.  The  guard 
that  had  been  placed  upon  the  envoy's  quarters,  dur« 
ing  the  time  of  his  (lay  at  Pekin,  under  the  command 
of  a  brigadier,  remained  ftill  on  the  lame  footing 
after  his  departure,  as  did  the  two  Mandarins  of  th^ 
37th  order  *,  together  with  a  clerk,  to  receive  from 
.me  whatever  I  (hou)d  have  to  propofe,  whether  by 
word  of  mouth  or  by  writing,  and  to  make  their  re- 
port to  the  council  of  foreign  affairs  \  and  this  appear* 
ed  to  me  a  very  good  omen. 

The  9th,  the  brigadier  of  the  guard  of  my  quarters 
let  me  know,  that  the  Bogdoi-Chan  would  return 
from  hunting  the  next  day,  and  that  if  I  was  defirous 
to  go  to  meet  him,  he  would  give  orders  that  the 
Mandarins  (hould  be  ready  to  efcort  me  with  a  guard 
of  horfe  for  the  fecurity  of  my  perfon. 

The  loth,  I  mounted  on  horfeback  very  early  to 
go  to  meet  the  Chan«  When  his  Majefty  iaw  me, 
he  called  me  to, him,  and  afked  me,  ^^  If  I  did  not 
^*  repine  to  be  alone  in  a  foreign  empire,  fo  far  from 

^'  Eurppe?" 


*  Eveiy  man  appointed  to  any  public  charge  or  digpity  in 
China,  from  the  higheft  to  t}ie  ^oweft,  is  called  by  the  n^me  xi 
Mandarin  ;  whence  it  comes  that  there  are  many  orders,  which 
^re  all  dtftinguiihed,  one  from  the  otlier,  by  difference  of  habits, 
charadlers,  and  figures,  w^eh  arc  embroidered  or  fewed  on 
their  habits  ;  infomvich  that,  upon  feeing  a  Mandarin,  it  may  be 
immedisttely  knp^qi  of  what  order  be  is  ;  becaufe  every  Ma^^ 
^rin  is  forbid  to  appear  in  public  without  the  habit  pf  hi$  QjCi 
fler,  uxkder  p^a  of  Uk  P^ft  rigorous  penalves^ 
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**  Europe  ?**  He  further  aiked,  "  If  I  was  well, 
"  and  if  I  was  contented  ?*'  Upon  which,  haying 
with  a  profound  revel^nce  thanked  his  Majefly  for 
tny  gracious  reception/ 1  aiTured  him,  "  That  I  found 
•*  myfelf  perfeftly  well,  and  I  could  not  but  be  well 
**  content  with  having  the  honour  of  refiding  at  the 
**  court  of  fo  grand  a  monarch."  After  which  his 
Majefty^  having  diihiifled  me,  was  carried  in  his  litter 
to  Pekin,  followed  by  a  very  numerous  court  •. 

"The  nth,  i2tb,  and  13th,  I  notified  to  the  Mact- 
darins,  folicitors  in  my  affairs,  "  That,  having  feve- 
^*  ral  things  to  get  made  for  the  Emperor,  my  matter, 
I  fhould  have  great  occafion  for  the  money  which 
divers  merchants  of  Pekiil  were  owing  to  the  com- 
**  miflary  Gufaitnikoff,  who  had  be«i  lately  at  Pekin 

**  with 

■  -  •  ■■    ■  .  -  ■     t.  I.       k         ■       J     .  f 

*  The  Eniperor  of  China  might  be  then  in  .his  69th  lunar 
jfear  ;  but  be  was  ftill  very  well  difpofed  in  body  and  imnd»  and 
was  looked  upon  as  a  monarch  of  fuperior  penetration  and 
genius.  The  Fathers  Jefuits,  MifHonaries  lit  Cliina>  had  grout 
liiilaetfee  with  him  i  and  be  ufually  eonfulted  them  on  all 
affairs  of  importance.  He  mounted  the  throne  anno  1663* 
aged  eight  ycars>  and  died  in  September  1722. 

The  Prince,  his  )d  fon,  who  already  commanded  the  ar«- 
mies  of  the  empire,  fucceeded  to  the  emp'^re  i  for  the  deceafed 
Emperor  bad  confined  his  two  eldeil  fons  m  a  clofe  prifon, 
ibme  year's  before  his  death,  upon  fome  all^dged  attempts  to 
rebel,  ttue  or  falfe,  and  declared  them  excluded  from  fucceed- 
ing  to  the  empire.  Nevertbelefs  their  brother  fet  them  at 
liberty,  immediately  upon  his  acceilion  to  the  empire,  and 
heaped  fayotfrs  ori  them,  to  make  tbem  Ibrjet  the  lofs  of  their 
rij^t,  which  he  poflcfTed* 
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^*  with  the  caravan  of  Siberia  *  ;  and  I  craved  their' 
^  affiftance  to  facilitate  the  recovery  of  thoft  funis, 
feeing  the  debtors  had  engaged  themfelves,  before 
the  envoy  extraordinary,  to  pay  me  the  fame  im- 
mediately  after  his  departure.*'  The  Mandarins 
explained  themfelves  verj'  favourably  thereupon ;  but 
our  debtors,  having  got  notice  of  it,  retired  into  the 
country,  which  obliged  me  to  leave  this  affair  to  an- 
other opportunity^ 

The  I'jth,  the  Bogdoi-Chan  went  to  Czchan- 
zchumnienne,  which  is  a  houfe  of  pleafure  belonging 
to  his  Majefty,  i^  ly  weftward  of  Pekin,  where  he 
frequently  makes  his  refidence.  But  having  obferv- 
ed,  in  his  pafTmg,  that  the  triumphal  arches,  and 
other  like  ornaments,  which  are  raifed  oil  his  birth- 
day, on  both  fides  of  the  grand  road,  paved  with 
'Iquare  flat  ilooes,  that  reaches  from  Pekin  to  Czchan- 
zchumnienne,  were  not  of  the  ufual  magnificence, 
all  the  miniftry  were  'difgraced  for  many  weeks.  Up- 
on which  the  minifters,  having  inftantly  ordered  the 
demolition  of  all  that  had  been  built,  caufed  to  be 
built  up  anew,  from  the  palace  of  the  Emperor  at  Pe- 
kin quite  to  Czchan-zchumnienne, .  a  great  numbec 
of  triumphal  arches,  and  of  nioft  magnificent  columns,- 
of  an  exquifite  tafte,  all  embellilhed'  with  gildings, 
and  feftoons  of  all  forts  of  rich  filks,  of  mod  lively 
fiigures  and  colours.     At  the  fame  time,  in  feveral 

places,. 


f  Th«y  give  the  tirje  of  ComniiQaxy  to  tfaofe  who  have  the 
dire^ion  of  the  caravans,  which  coxne  from  Siberia,  to  Pe** 
kin  to  trade. 
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places,  they  ereded  theatres  of'  great  beauty,  ^here 
the  moft  able  comedians  exerted  their  talents,  in 
reprefenting  the  mdft  difficult  and  curious  parts  of 
their  profeffions,  accompanied- with  the  grandeft  con- 
certs of  mufic,  both  vocal  and  inftrumental,  diverfifi- 
ed  with  the  amufements  of  dancing  and  feats  of  tm- 
common'  agility.  All  thefe  entertainments  being  pre- 
pared, the  minifters  went  in  a  body  to  -  the  Imperial 
palace,  fupplicatcd  the  Monarch  on  their  knees,  with 
their  faces  proftrate  to  the  ground,  that  he  would  be 
pleafed  to  admit  them  to  his  good  graces,  and  that  he 
would  be  pleafed  to*  fend  fome,  in  whom  he  could 
confide,  to  examine  their  jiew  ftruftiires.*  But  the 
Bogdoi-Chan  ordered  them  to  be  -told,  ^*  That  4ie 
**  would  fee  nothing  of  what-ihey  ha^done,  and  that 
«*  he  would  never  celebrate  his  birth^day  at  Pekiil 
**  more,  for  that  he  was  as  much  Emperor  of  China 
*'  at  Czchan-zehumnienne,  as  he  fhould  be  though 
^  fitting  oh  the  Imperial  throne  at  Pekinf.** 

The 


*  The  honours  which' they  pay  to  the  Emperors  of  China  ap- 
pToach  even  ta  adoration ;  all  (hoFe  who  have  audience  of  iitnir 
being  obliged  to  proArate  tbemfelves  three  times  before  him» 
from  which  none  are  exempted,  not  even  ambafTadorst  or  other 
fore^n  minifters  ;  Mr  de  Ifmayloff,  notwithftanding  his  quality^. 
t>eing  obliged  to  go  through  that  ceremony,  as  wtell  as  all  o- 

ibcrs*  _ 

f  The  deceafed  Emperor  of  China  held  the  great  lords  of 
China  very  cheap  $  for  he  very  well  knew,  that»  in  their  hearts^ 
thiey  bore  the  Tartar  yc>ke  very  impatJcatly,      Neverthelefs, 
fince  the  very  fevete  executions  he  ordered  in  the  beginning-  oF 
his  reign,  he  feldom  puniQicd  with  death  the  great  Chinefe 

Mandarins, 
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The  I7th9 1  defired  the  Mandarinsi  folicitors  ibr  mir 
affairs,  to  come  to  me  upon  bufinefs  that  regarded 
the  Council.  Upon  which  they  fent  me  word,  that, 
one  of  them  being  jll,  the  other  dared  not  \o  middle 
in  matters  that  regarded  the  council,  without  the  par^ 
ticipation  of  his  comrade.  This  obliged  me  to  wait 
the  recovery  of  the  fick  Mandarin,  and  till  I  could  fee 
them  both  together. 

The  1 8th,  19th,  and  20th,  1  was- willing  to  avail 
myfelf  of  the  opportunity  the  ficknefs  of  one  of  my 
Mandarins  gave  me,  to  make  fome  vifits  to  merchants 
of  my  acquaintance,  and  to  the  Father  Jefuits,  hoping 
thereby  to  induce  them  to  return  my  vifits,  and  give 
me  opportunity  of  knowing  fomething  of  the  com« 
merce  of  this  entire.  But  I  found  that  they  all  received 
my  vifit  with  very  forced  civilities,  and  great  referve, 
particularly  the  merchants,  who  endeavoured  to  ap- 
pear much  occupied  about  other  important  affairs ; 
fo  that,  feeing  it  very  difficult  to  bring  them  into  my 
viewsi  in  the  prefent  conjunfiure,  I  thought  it  beft  to 
poftpone  thefe  forts  of  vifits  to  a  more  proper  time^ 
But  they,  not  doubting  that  fuch  a  reception  would 
occafion  my  making  many  refle£Uons,  let  me  know  by 
a  third  hand,  ^^  That  my  vifits  ihould  be  always  moft 
^^  agreeable  to  them,  and  that  they  wiflied,  with  all 
*<  their  hearts,  to  divert  me  every  day  better  than  the 

*<cuftom 


Mandarins,  who  fell  into  difgrace»  contenting  himfelf  with  con* 
tfemning  them  to  pay  exorbitant  pecuniary  fines ;  wUch  in* 
capacitated  them  from  doing  any  thing  againft  his  authority, 
wbatcTct  dciire  they  might  have  fo  to  do. 
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<•  cuftom  of  their  country  permitted  them  ;  and  like- 
•*  wife,  on  occafion,  to  come  and  fee  me,  were  it  not 
for  fear  of  the  foldiers,  who  followed  me  every 
where,  which  prevented  them.— For,'  in  cafe  they 
fhould  not  place  the  foldiers  in  th^  fame  chamber. 
^^  with  themfelves  and  me,  and  entertain  them  with 
•*  every  thing  to  their  liking,  they  were  capable  of 
accufing  them  of  having  a  clandeftine  commerce, 
of  great  importance,  with  me,  or  other  fufpicious 
*^  negotiations,  which  would  not  fail  of  coding  them 
<<  confiderable  fums  of  money,  and  poffibly  might 
♦*  prove  thdr  entire  ruin  ••"  It  is  true,  the  Father 
Jefuits  could  not  alledge  fuch  fears  of  the  foldiers  of 
my  guard  as  the  merchants  ;  their  belonging  to  the 
court  put  them  on  quite  another  footing  than  the 
ordinary  rank  of  people  were  upon ;  but,  they  pre- 
tended that,  as  they  were  foreigners,  they  were  oblig- 
ed 

♦  The  Princes  of  the  houfe  of  the  Tartars,  who  at  prefent 
Fcigii  in  China,  have  learned,  at  the  ezpence  of  their  predcceflbrs, 
that  they  ought  not  to  depend  too  much  oh  tfie  6delity'  of  the 
Chinefe ;  for  this  reafon,  all  the  military  of  the  empire  is,  in  a 
manner,  compofed  of  Mongall  Tartars,  who,  on  that  account^ 
enjoy  confiderable  privileges,  which  makes  them  rery  infolent 
;ind  almoft  infupporuble  to  the  Chinefe.  And  as  the  number 
of  thefe  Tartars  were  "not  deemed  fufficient  to  curb  the  Chmefe, 
confidering  the  vaft  ej^tent  of  the  empire,  the  late  Bogdoi-Chan 
found  it  neceflary,  in  order  to  augment  their  number,  to  make 
a  law,  whereby  all  the  Tartar  Mongalls,  men  or  women,  who 
fhould  marry  with  Chinefe,  were  obliged  to  bring  up  their 
children  according  to  the  cuAoms  of  the  Mongalls,  and  to  teach 
them  the  Mongalls  language ;  and  that,  by  means  of  this  precau- 
tion, all  thofe  children  (hould  be  deemed  natoralizcd  MongaU% 
gud  enjoy  the  privilege  of  natire  Mongalbt 
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cd  to  aft  with  great  caution,  in  order  to  prevent  fuf- 
picion*.  This  did  not  furprifi?  me  at  all,  in  regard 
to  a  nation,  the  genius  of  which  I  had  already  had  a 
tolerable  knowledge  of.  The  affairs  I  had  to  man-i 
age  were  of  a  very  difficult  nature,  and  in  all  coun« 
tries  the  entering  properly  into  fuch  ought  to  be  the 
principal  care ;  but  I,  neverthelefs,  .flattered  myfelf, 
that  this  unpromifing  afpe£l,  at  my  entering,  on  my 
functions,  would  take  a  more  favourable  turn,  as  foon 
2L$  the  Bogdoi-Chan  (hould  receive  the  credentials  I 
had  from  the  Emperor  my  mafter« 

The  2  2d,  my  Mandarins  came  together  to  fee  me, 
and  to  know  what  I  bad  to  propofe  to  the  Council ; 
upon  which  I  requefted  than,  . 

I.  To  put  the  Allegamba,  or  prefident  of  the 

council  for  foreign  affairs  in  mind^  in  my  name,  that 

they  had  let  my  credentials,  from  the  Emperor  my 
*'  mafter,  remain  in  niy  hands  beyond  the  ufual  time ; 

and  that  I  waited,  through  his  hands,  the  order  of 
^'  the  Bbgdoi-Chan,  to  appoint  when  he  would  pleafe 
'^*  to  receive  them. 

*'  2.  To  acquaint  the  prjefident,  thiat  I  had  refolv- 
**  ed  to  hire  a  houfe  for  myfelf,  near  the  quarters  of 
**  the  Ruffians,  againft  the  arrival  of  the  caravan,  to 
^^  the  end  that  the  faid  quarters  mighty  be  repaired, 

*^  which, 

"^  •  This  was  bnt  an  cicufe  of  the  Jcfuits,  *to  prevent'  the  Ttfits 
of  Mr  dc  Lange,  whofc  redding  at  Pckin  could  not  be  vhry 
agreeable  to  thett)»  Us  it  was  to  ad  in  the  afRiifs  of  a  monarch 
who  had  tumtd  all  the  Jefuits  out  of  fats  drnpire,  and  would 
iufier  no  other  Roman  Catholic  milfiOQarieSj  bat  the  Captrcfains, 
tor«fidciixhi5idonifeii^ni.  ' 


/ 
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*^  which,  from  age,  were  gone  to  rain,  and  might  be 
entirely  beat  down  by  the  approaching  rainy  iea- 
fon  ;  that  unlefs  this  reparation  be  made,  the  com- 
miffary  would  not  know  where  to  lodge  on  hi«  ar- 
rival at  Pdtin,  except  he  would  run  the'rifk  of  hav- 
ing the  merchandizes  damaged. 

3,  To  demand  for  me-  a  pafTport,  with  the  ne- 
ceflary  efcort,  for  fome  baggage,  left  at  Pekin  during 
*'  the  time  of  the  ambaflade,  which  I  wanted  to  fend 
out  of  hand  to  Selinginlky*."  The  faid  baggage 
was  fome  raw  filk  which  I  had  bought  on  account  of 
Mr  Nicolai  Chriftizy,  with  caih  and  effeds  that  he 
had  left  in  my  hands  f. 

The  anfwer,  which  I  received  immediately  after 
from  thofe  gentlemen,  contained  in  fubftance,  ^'  That 
^*  the  Emperor  himfelf  having  allotted  that  houfe  for 
^*  my  quarters,  no  perfon  would  readily  infinuate  to 
*•  him  that  I  was  not  fatisfied  with  it ;  and  that,  with- 
**  out  a  fpecial  licence  from  him,  no  perfon  in  all  Pe- 

3  H  c<  Itin, 
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♦  Selinginiky  is  the  laft  fortrcfs  belonging  to  Ruflia,  towards 
the  north-weft  of  China.  This  town  is  in  the  country  of  the  Mon- 
gallsy  upon  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river  ^Selinga,  .50  days  journey 
from  Pekin,  in  lat.  51-  30.  The  climate  of  Selinginiky  is  very 
mild,  and' the  country  about  it  is  very  pleaf^nt.  TheMongall 
Tartars  did  not  accuAom  themfelves  to  the  cultivation  of 
ground  ;  yft  every  thing  that  is  fown  or  planted  there,  thiives 
exceedingly.  ^ 

f  Through  all  Ruiiia  they  ufe  hardly  nny  other  Alk  but  that 
of  China^  which  is  undoubtedly  the  bc(l  in  the/world  ;  i(  being 
certain,  that  two  pounds  of  Chinefe  Alk  will  go  as  far  in  manu- 
fa^uring  as  three  pounds  of  either  Perfian  cr  Italian  Alk. 
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« 

*^  kin,  were  h  even  the  imperial  Prince  himfelf,  WoaM 
dare  to  let  ine  a  lodging,  feeing  it  would  thereby 
look  as  if  the  Bogdoi-Chan  had  not  an  inhabitable 
houfe  for  a  foreigner."  To  which  I  replied, 
^^  That  I  made  no  doubt  of  fo  great  a  monarch's 
having  houfes  enough  for  lodging  as  many  foreign- 
ers as  he  pleafed ;  but,  that  1  was  well  perfuaded, 
when  the  Bogdoi-Chan  ihould  be  informed  of  the 
''  condition  that  houfe  was  in,  he  would  not  oblige 
me  to  inhabit  it  longer.  Befides,  that  it  was  ading 
contrary  to  the  common  right,  allowed  by  all  the 
world,  to  reftrain  a  perfon,  in  a  public  character, 
from  hiring  a  lodging,  with  his  own  money,  which 
might  be  commodious  for  him,  without  a  previous 
application  to  the  Emperor  himfelf."  They  an- 
fwered  rae  thereupon,  "  That  the  ufages  in  Europe 
were  not  pra£tifed  by  them  ;  and,  as  all  the  coun- 
tries in  the  world  had  their  particular  cuftoms, 
**  China  had  her's,  which  would'  not  be  altered  on 
"  any  confideration  whatever.**  They  alfo  told  me 
plainly,  *'  That  they  could  not  write  to  the  council 
on  this  fubjeft,  for  that  they  knew  of  a  certainty, 
that  no  perfon  durft  make  the  propofition  to  the 
Emperor/* 

Upon  which  having  told  them,  ".That,  as  the  cafe 
"  was  fo,  I  muft  fubmit  to  remain  there,  till  the  im- 
"  poffibility  of  abiding  longer  may  force  me  to  have 
•*  recourfe  to  other  meafures.*^  They  of  themfelves 
propofed  to  me,  **^  That  the  Chan  might  be  petition^ 
ed  to  allot  me  other  quarters,  without  alledging 
that  my  prefent  quarters  were  in  fo  miferable  a  con* 
*'  difion.**     But,  feeing  I  did  not  pretend  to  go  out, 

but 
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but  becaufe  it  wa«  in  fuch  a  ruinous  ftate,  they  per- 
iilled  in  faying,  it  was  impofSble  for  them  to  make 
the  propofal  to  his  Majefty  on  that  footing. 

The  23d,  the  aforefaid  Mandarins  came  again  to 
acquaint  me,  "  That  the  prefident  would  confult  the 
''  other  members  of  the  council  upon  my  credential 
"  letters,  and  would  put  the  Emperor  in  remembrance, 
**  when  occafion  lliould  offer.  But,  concerning  the 
fending  away  the  baggage,  I  muft  have  patience,  till 
after  the  Emperor's  birth-day,  feeing  the  prepar- 
ations for  its  celebration  fo  fully  employed  every 
body,  that  nothing  elfe  was  attended  to,  though  of 
*^  ever  fo  great  confequence,*' 

April. 
The  I  ft  of  this  month,  the  Aloy ,  or  mafter  of  the 
ceremonies  of  the  Chan,  invited  me,  by  order  of  the 
JBogdoi-Chan,  to  come  to  Czchan-Zchumnienne. 
Upon  which  I  went  there  inftantly,  I  was  no  fooner 
arrived,  but  I  fei>t  to  notify  the  fame  to  the  laid  Aloy, 
and  forthwith  went  to  his  apartment.  \  underftood 
from  him,  that  the  Bogdoi-Chan  had  an  intention  to 
have  admitted  me  that  day  to  an  audience,  but  other 
affairs  had  unexpectedly  intervened  ;  he  had  ordered 
him  to  deliver  to  me  a  piece  of  the  tapeftry  which 
they  were  at  work  upon  for  the  Czar,  in  order  that 
I  might  fend  it  to  Ruffia  by  an  exprefs,  and  acquaint 
jhe  Czar^,  that  what  pieces  remained  to  be  made 
fliould  be  ready  in  three  months  *.     1  laid   hold  of 

this 


^^ 


*  The  tapeftry  of  China  is  generally  made  of  falin,  embroi* 
4(pred  with  large  figures  of  gold  and  ftDc,   the  colours   very 
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this  opportunity  of  the  pafTpoFts  and  convoy  neeeflary 
for  the  piece  of  tapeftry ,  to  requeft  of  this  gentle- 
man, ^^  That  he  would  be  fo  good  as  to  manage  it  £3, 
**  as  that,  when  his  Majefty  (hpuld  give  order  for  the 
*•  paffport  and  convoy  for  the  piece  of  tapeftry,  I 
'^  fliould,  at  the  fame  time,  be  fumifhed  with  paflports 
*'  for  the  baggage  above-mentioned  which  I  had  to 
^'  forward }  and  that  he  would  pleafe  to  be  at  the 
trouble  of  informing  himfelf,  when  his  Majefty 
would  be  pleafed  to  receive  my  letters  of  credence 
*'  from  the  C^ar  with  which  I  was  charged.*'  Where- 
upon the  Aloy  defired  me  to  remain  at  his  lodgings, 
whilst  he  went  to  make  the  propofal  to  the  Epiperor ; 
and,  at  his  return,  he  acquainted  me,  "  That  his  Ma- 
jefty would,  out  of  hand,  give  orders  to  the  coim- 
cil,  that  they  fhould  fumifh  me  with  the  paflports 
land  convoy  neceffary,  as  well  for  the  tapeftry  as 
the  baggage  I  wanted  to  fend ;  but  that  it  could  not 
^*  be  till  after  the  birth-day.**  That,  as  to  the  letters 
of  credence,  he  did  not  find  it  proper  to  mention 
it  tp  the  Emperor,  it  appearing  to  him  that  his  Ma« 
jefty  frequently  thought  of  me,  and  would  not  for- 
get my  letters  of  credence*,-  and  gave  me,  in  fome 

ineaTufe, 
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4>right9  but  the  defigns  not  correct ;  they  are  not  adjufted  tp 
furniftiing  of  rooms,  unlefs  befpoke  on  purpofe»  or  compofed  of 
many  different  pieces. 

*  The  late  Emperor  of  China,  notwithftanding  his  great  age, 
had  ifo  extraordinary  a  m^emory,  till  a  little  time  before  ^is 
death,  that  a  Flemifh  Jefuit,  who  is  yet  at  Pekin,  recounted  to 
one  in  the  retinue  of  Mr  de  Ifmayloff^  that,  ^bpve  20  years  agO| 

thi^ 


Ma    D£    LA'HOB*  4^9. 

meafure,  an  aflurance  that  the  Chan  w^uld  not  Ung 
defer  the  receiving  it  And  then  he  made  his  ex** 
cuies  that  he  could  not  longer  Wait  oa  me»  being 
obliged  inftantly  to  return  to  the  court. 

The  ad,  according  to  cuftom,  the  birth«day  of  lug 
Majefty  fhould  have  been  celebrated^  with  the  ut« 
moft  magnificence,  at  Czchan-Zchumliienne  j  but, 
-i^afmuch  as  his  Majefty  was  ftill  difpleafed  with  hi» 
minifters,  he  only  received  the  ordinary  compliments 
on  that  occafion,  without  any  other  ceremony }  after 
which  every  body  retired  to  their  own  houfes* '  1  had^ 
among  others,  the  honour  of  paying  my  compliments 
to  his  Majefty  on  that  occafion.  That  which  appear** 
ed  to  me  moft  worthy  of  obfervation  at  that  time,  was 
3000  old  men,  the  youngeft  of  which  was  above  60 
years  old,  which,  by  exprefs  order  of  the  Emperor, 
had  been  brought  to  Pekin  from  all  the  provinces  of 
the  empire.  They  were  all  drefled  in  yellow,  which 
is  the  colour  of  the  imperial  liveries,  and  marched  in 

parade 


this  monarch  having  fhown  him  a  wood  pecker,  .aiked  hnm  if 
there  were  fetch  birds  in  their  country  ;  and,  having  anfwertd 
yes,  he  afked  its  name  in  Flemifli.  That,  feme  time  after  t))e 
arrival  of  Mr  de  Ifmayloff,  the  Emperor,  having  caft  his  eye 
on  foch  a  bird,  alked  bim  then  alfo,  if  fuch  birds  were  in  tlieir 
country  ;  and  now  anfwering,  Nb^  the  Emperor  aiked  him  wkj 
he  did  not  tell  him  the  truth  ;  and  if  be  did  not  remember,  that, 
at  fuch  a  time,  he  told  him  there  were  fuch  birds  in  their  coiifi- 
try ;  upon  which  the  father  Jefuit  declared,  that  he  had  been  fe 
long  ont  of  his  ovhi  country,  that  he  really  did  not  know  whether 
there  was  or  not.  The  Emperor  was  very  merry  upon  the  Je« 
fuit's  having  forgot  his  mother-tongue  ;  and  told  him  the-bird's 
name  in  Flemifli. 
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parade  to  Czchan-Zchumnienne^  where  they  ranged 
themfelves  in  the  court  of  the  caftle,  and  had  the 
l^onour  of  making  their  compliments  to  the  Emperor ; 
after  which  his  Majefty  diftributed  to  every  one,  withr 
out  diftindion,  four  laen  of  filver,  and  fent  them 
home. 

*  The  fame  day,  the  parfon  of  the  church  of  St  Ni- 
colas, ^at  Pekin*,  prefented  me  with  a  memorial  of 
fome  debts  which  he  had  owing  him,  by  diverfe  per- 
fons  of  that  city,  on  account  of  the  deceafed  Archi- 
mandrite, praying  my  affiftance  in  the  affair. 

The  3d,  having  received  from  the  council  the  ne- 
ceflary  paffport  for  the  courier  I  was  to  defpatch  with 
,  the  piece  of  tapeftry,  I  defpatched  him,  the  fame  day, 
under  the  efcort  of  a  Chinefe  courier. 

The  8th,  fome  unknown  people  having  entered  my 
houfe,  told  me,  by  my  interpreter,  "  That  they  had 
<«  bought  for  me  a  certain  number  of  fheep ;  but,  if 


*  Thofe  of  the  Greek  religion  have  but  one  church  at  Pc- 
kln,  but  the  Roman  Catholics  have  three  churches  ver^  mag^ 
Bificendy  built,  inhere  there  refort»  on  Sundays  and  holx4ay5y.a 
nOQiber  of  people  of  all  conditions*  the  Roman  Catholic  reli- 
gion being  tolerated  there  %  but  it  is  renlarkable,  that  the  men 
do  not  uncover  their  heads  during  divine  fervice,  becaufe  it  is  a 
mark  of  infamy  among  them  to  have  the  head  uncovered ;  no 
women  appear  there»  having  a  feparate  apartment  in  the 
churches.  The  late  Emperor  favoured  the  worihip  of  the  Ro« 
man  church  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  ordered  that  all  the  fons 
of  Mandarins,  who  made  their  (ludtes  under  the  dire^idh  of  the 
Jefuits,  fhould  be  obliged  to  go,  all  Sundays  and  holidays,  to 
their  churches,  whic^  gave  gre;:it  yneafinefs  to  the  Chinef<9 
Bonzes. 
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'^  I  would  not  receive  them  in  kind,  they  were  resuljr 
*?  to  pay  me  half  a  laen  of  filver  for  every  ftieep*^* 
I  returned  them  in  the  fame  manner  I  did  the  former, 
letting  them  know,  "  That  fome perfon  of  the  college, 
**  which  had  the  direftion  of  the  Emperor's  maga- 
*'  zines  of  provifions,  muft  cbme  to  me  to  fhow  me 
**  thofe  who  were  to  bring  me  provifions."  They  at- 
tempted ftill,  on  feveral  occafions,  to  bring  in  wood  ^ 
and  other  provifions  in  the  fame  way  to  my  houfe, 
without  my  being  able  to  know  who  they  were,  or 
who  fent  them. 

The  nth,  I  received,  the  paffport  for  the  baggage  . 
of  Mr  Nicolai  Chriftizy,  which  1  defpatched  two  days 
after  from  Pekin,  under  the  efcort  of  a  Chinefe  cou- 
rier. .  The  prefident  of  the  council  letting  me  know, 
at  the  fame  time,  "  That  lought  not  to  fend  many 
**  of  thofe  expeditions,  as  long  as  the  new  treaty  of 
commerce  between  the  two  empires  was  unratified 
in  the  accuftomed  forms ;  feeing  it  was  not  under- 
ftood  that  they  confented  to  a  continual  paflage  by 
*•  fmall  caravans,  which  I  myfelf  fufficiently  knew  the 
^^  reafons  for,  having  affifted  at  all  the  conferences 
«  held  on  that  fubjed.'' 

The  1 3th,  I  learned  that  the  Bogdoi-Chan  was  a- 
bout  to  fet  out  inftantly  for  legcholl,  which  is  a  town 
newly  built,  with  a  magnificent  caftle,  without  the 
great  wall,  440  ly,  or  two  days  by  poft,  eaftward  of 
Pekin,  where  he  ufually  pafles  the  fine  feafon  of  the 
fummer  in  hunting,  and  other  country  diverfions. 

The  14th,  I  mounted  on  horfeback  to  go  to  the 
Prefident  of  the  council ;  being  arrived  at  the  gate,  the 
guard  made  me  wait  till  they  had  acquainted  him  of  my 

being 
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bieng  there ;  immediately  after  which,  he  feat  pne  bf 
his  fervants  to  inform  himfelf,  *^  Whether  I  came  pure- 
*^  ly  on  a  vifit,  or  had  occafion  to  fpeak  to  him  about 
^^  bufinefs;  and  that,  in  cafe  I  came  about  bufinefs,  that 
^^  I  fiiould  communicate  the  fame  to  his  fervant^  that  be 
^^  might  inform  his  mafter  of  the  fubjed  of  it/'  I  made 
my  compliments  to  the  prefident  by  the  meflenger,  and 
told  him,  ^<  That  I  came  to  pay  a  vifit  to  his  mafter ; 
*^  but,  as  to  the  bufinefs  I  came  about,  that  concerned 
^  the  mailer,  not  the  fervant."  After  which,  the  iame 
fervant  returning,  told  me,  ^^  That  I  would  be  wd- 
^*  come  to  his  mafter*.'*  Whereupon,  entering  into 
the'  court-yard,  the  prefident  came  out  of  his  iqi^art- 
m^it  to  receive  me,  and  having  taken  me  by  die 
hand^iafter  fome  reciprocal  compliments^  he  led  me 
into  an  open  faloon,  where  we  fat  down  together, 
and  were  ferved  with  tea  and  milk,  according  ^  to  the 
Chinefe  manner.  After  fome  time,  I  defired  that  he 
would  put  the  Bogdoi-Chan  in  remeitibrance  that  I 
had  letters  to  prefent  to  him  from  the  Czar,  my  maf- 
ter, and  that  I  fhould  be  very  glad  to  know  if  he 
would  be  pleafed  to  receive  them  before  his  departure. 
He  anfwered  me  thereupon  as  the  maftar  of  ceremo- 
nies had  done  before,  "  That  his  Majdly  was  well 
^^.  informed  of  it^  and  would  know  himfelf  when  he 
•*  would  have  time  to  receive  them,  without  bdng 
^<  put  in  mind  of  it ;  and  that,  if  we  (houid  pat  his 

**Majefty 


*  In  China»  when  xbcj  go  to  fee  a  Ma&dariay  of  what  older 
focver,  upoD  bufmcfs  regardiag  his  officei  the  Mandarin  is  oblig- 
ed to  pat  on  the  habit  peculiar  to  his  orider;  upon  failnte 
whextofj  he  it  amerced  qqi  large  fines. 
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**  Majjefty  in  remembrance  of  it,  that  would  look  as  if 
**  he  or  I  wanted  to  prefcribe  the  time  of  doing  it  to 
**  his  Majefty,^'  I  fought,  by  all  ways  poffible,  to 
engage  him  one  way  or  other  in  this  affair,  but  all  in 
vain ;  and  I  was  obliged  to  hold  this  for  an  anfwer ; 
after  which  he  added,  "  That,  if  his  Majefty  had  re- 
folved  not  to  receive  my  letter  of  credence,  he  would 
not  have  confented  to  my  refiding  at  his  court  in 
quality  of  agent ;  and  that  Mr  De  Ifmayloff  having 
fufficlently  explained  the  reafons  of  my  flay  in  Pe- 
kin,  thefe  letters  could  contain  nothing  very  pref- 
fmg/'  Upon  which  I  replied  to  him,  *^  That,  in 
Europe,  the  monarchs  were  not  accuflomed,  when 
the  Czar  wrote  letters  to  them,  to  let  fuch  a  length 
of  time  pals  without  receiving  them ;  nor  take  it 
**  amifs,  from  their  miniflers,  if  they  put  them  in 
**  mind  of  fuch  important  affairs  ;  that  I  never  ex- 
*'  pefl:ed  fuch  an  anfwer  in  China  ;  but  yet,  as  it  was 
*'  what  I  could  not  remedy,  I  mufl  bear  it  patiently^ 
*'  till  fuch  time  as  his  Majcfly  was  difpofed  to  receive 
"them." 

The  1 6th,  I  mounted  again  on  horfeback  to  go 
to  fee  the  Alegada,  or  firft  minifter,  in  hopes  of  get- 
ting a  refolution  more  favourable  to  my  affair  than  I 
got  from  the  prefident  of  the  council.  Being  arrived 
at  his  houfe,  I  was  indeed  admitted  to  come  into  his 
court-yard ;  but,  as  I  had  no  defire  to  go  into  the 
rooms  of  his  fervants,  I  was  obliged  to  remain  in  the 
court  till  they  notified  to  him  my  being  there.  He, 
like  the  other,  fent  a  fervant  to  me,  to  inform  him- 
felf  of  the  reafon  of  my  coming.  To  whom  I  figni- 
fied,  that  I  wanted  the  honour  of  feeing  him,  and  of 

3 1     '  .,      acquainting 


434  JOU&KAI.   OF 

acquainting  him  with  an  affair  which  I  dkl  not  think 
pro|K'r  to  explain  to  a  fervant.  The  lame  ftn-ant  re- 
turned very  fcx>n  to  me,  laying,  ^*  My  mailer  thanks 
**  you,  Sir,  for  the  trouble  you  have  given  your- 
**  fcif ;  he  is  very  well ;  but  it  is  not  convcnitnt  for 
^*  him  to  fee  you/* 

The  1 7th,  I  wa>  again  in  his  neighbourhood  j 
and  having  fent  my  interpreter  to  him,  to  afk  permif- 
fion  to  fee  him  for  a  moment,  he  feht  me  word,  that 
it  was  impoffible,  becaufe  he  was  that  inftant  gcir.g 
to  his  Majefty,  and  that  he  did  not  know  when  he 
Jhould  have  time  to  fpeak  with  me.  Whereupon^ 
feeing  this  was  an  affair  that  that  could  not  be  forced, 
I  rcfolved  to  let  it  lie  dormant  for  fome  time. 

The  1 9th,  I  went  to  fee  a  German  Father  Jefuit^ 
who,  being  an  old  acquaintance,  and  a  friend  of  mine 
from  my  firft  journey  to  China,  made  no  fcruple  of 
telling  me,  that  many  of  the  principal  Mandarins  of 
China  much  difapproved  of  the  Chan's  confenting  19 
luy  remaining  at  Pekin*.  But  that,  as  there  was  no 
perfon  in  all  the  empire  that  was  bold  enough  to  dare 
contradifl:  the  will  of  the  Emperor,  unlefs  they  would 
expofe  themfelvcs  to  very  great  danger,  it  was 
very  probable    they  would,    by  degrees,    accuftom 

themfelves 


*  The  Chinefe  regard  their  ancient  laws  and  cuftoxns  as  fa- 
cred  and  inviolable  ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  tfaat  thej 
wiih  great  reluAsince  fufler  the  refidence  of  a  Ruflian  agent  at 
Pekin ;  as  it  is  diredily  contrary  to  the  fundamental  conftitti- 
tions  of  the  empire*  which  abfolutely  forbid  the  Chinefe  to  go 
put  of  the  empire^  and  the  admiiSon  of  foreigners  to  an  abode 
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themfelves  to  my  beipg  there*.  He  faid  to  me  alfo, 
that  he  had  frequently  fent  hh  fervarit  to  me  t^rhh  hw 
compliments,  but  that  the  guard  at,  my  door  had  as 
often  turned  him  back,  as  a  perfon  who  had  no  bufi- 
nefs  at  my  houfe.  Neverthelefs,  He  did  not  think 
they  would  have  been  fo  untraftable,  if  he  would 
havd  given  them  a  piece  of  money.  He  moft  ftrongly 
enjoined  to  take  no  notice  6f  what  he  told  rfie ;  for  he 
woiild'by  ho  nieans  appear  in  this  affair ;  it  vras  fuf- 
ficient  that  I  Was  irtforrfied  by  him,  in  order  to  take 
illy  meafures  thereupon  v^hen  orcafion  offered. 

There  are  clt  Pekin  a  great  number  of  fmall  mer- 
chants, or  rather  pedlatrs,  who,^  as  foon  as  they  hear 
of  any  foreigners  being  arrived  from  Ruffia,  ov  other 
parts,  bring  to  their  quarters  all  forts  of  merchandize, 
which  they  get  partly  from  the  brokers,  and  partly 
from  other  houfes,  of  different  forts  of  people,  who 
may  have  any  goods  which  fhey  would  be  willing  t6 
difpofe  of;  and  it  is  often  better  to  deal  with  thefe 
pedlars,  for  all  lorts  of  curiofities,  and  for  made  filks, 
than  with  the  fhop-keepers  j  for  which  reafon,!  bid  fome 


•*-k 


♦  The  frequent  executions  which  the  late  Emperor  of  China 
Was  obliged  to  caufe  to  be  xna:de>  m  the  earlj  part  of  his  reign, 
in  orikr  %o  keep  the  Chinefe  quict^  occafioned  Aiich  a  dread  in 
all  the  Chinefe,  that  the  greated  Lor4s  of  the  empire  could  not 
approach  his  perfon  without  fear  and  trembling.  Neveithelefsy 
this  monarch  was  far  from  Being  a  tyrant  in  reality,  for  he  was 
a*  true  lover  of  juftice,  and  fpared  the  blood  of  his  fubje<fts  a9 
ftiuch  as  poflibie.  He  had  forbid,  imdcr  the  moil  fevere  penal' 
ties,  the  putting  a  criminal  to  death,  ibr  what  crime  ibever,  uh' 
kfs  he  fhould  confirm  and  fign  the  k^icvKQ  of  death  wlih  )iii» 
•wn  hand^ 
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of  thefe  people  bring  to^^my  houfe,  from  time  to  time^ 
what  they  fliould  light  upon  moft  curious  in  its  kind, 
whether  in  rich  filks,  or  jewels,  or  other  goods  of  va- 
lue, to  the  end  that  I  might  acquire  a  competent 
knowledge  of  all  the  forts  of  merchandife  to  be  got  in 
this  city.     Upon  which  they  reprefented  to  me,  that 
I  might  well  believe  that  they  fought  nothing  more 
than  to  gain  a  little  money,  it  being  their  trade ;  and, 
of  confequence,  they  would  not  fail  of  doing  as  I  de- 
fired  them,  if  my  houfe  was  occupied  by  different 
perfons  j  becaufe  what  goods  were  not  liked  by  one 
might  find  a  buyer  in  another,  and  fo  they  might  pro- 
bably always  fell  fomething ;  but,  as  I  alone  occupied 
the  houfe,  and  had'fuch  a  numerous  guard  at  the 
gate,  they  did  not  know,  how  to  do  it  j  becaufe,  be- 
fore they  were  permitted  to  enter  my  houfe,^  they 
were  obliged  to  agree  with  the  foldiers  of  the  guard> 
how  much  they  were  to  pay  them  on  their  going  out ; 
and,  whether  they  fold  ,  any  thing  or  not,  they  were 
equally  obliged  to  pay  the  money  they  agreed  to  for 
the  permiffion  of  entry. 

The  20th,  Ifent  to  demand  of  the 'Mandarins,  who 
had  the  care  of  my  affairs,  "  If  it  was  with  their  know^ 

ledge  that  the  foldiers  of  the  guard  that  were  at  my 

gate  did  not  permit  any  perfon  to  enter  my  houfe 
**  without  their  giving  them  money  ?*'  They,  in  an- 
£wer,  let  me  know,  '*  That  they  knew  nothing  of  the 

matter ;  but  they  would  not  fail  to  make  inquiry  ;. 

and,  if  they  found  out  the  foldiers,  through  igno^ 
^^  ranee,  had  done  fuch  a  thing,  they  would  put 
•*  things  in  bcttep  order  for  the  future/*  And  I 
found  that  they  had  fpoke  to  the  officers  of  the  guard, 

who 
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Viho  told  them,  ^'  They  had  UnSt  orders  to  guard 
this  houfe,  and  take  particular  care  that  the  com- 
mon people,  who  are  generally  very  infolent,  ihould 
not  find  means  of  coming  into  the  court-yard  to 
fteal  any  thing  ;  and,  as  they  were  to  be  anfwer* 
able,  they  were  obliged  to  ufe  the  precautions  neceC- 
**  fary  to  this  effdd/'  They  came  to  report  this  to 
ihe,  as  an -unanfwerable*  argument.  But  I  afluredthem, 
that,  whenever  the  guard  adtnitted  people  to  enter  my 
boufe  during  the  day-time,  I  would  not  make  them 
anfwerable  for  any  robbery  that  might  happen  at  my 
lioufe,  for  that  1  had  a  fufEdeiit  number  of  my  own 
fervants  to  drive  out  of  my  court-yard  any  peribng^ 
who  fliould  dare  to  come  th6re  without  kaving  bi^« 
nefs. 

It  mud  be  dbferved,  on  this  occafioh,  that  Ibe  Chi- 
nefe  have  the  cuftom  of  explaining  themfetves  but 
once  on  one  propofal ;  and,  having  once  given  aa 
anfwer  upon  a  matter,  whatfoever  it  be,  they  al- 
ways hold  themfelves  upon  this  anfwer,  as  an  infalli- 
ble argument ;  fo  that,  if  you  turn  an  affair  into 
twenty  different  lights,  to  convince  them,  by  one 
means  or  other,  of  their  error,  or  to  make  them  alter 
their  fcntiments,  it  is  all  loft  trouble,  they  firmly  hold- 
ing by  their  firft  word.  And  it  is  a  general  rule'witly 
the  Chinefe,  liigh  and  low,  in  all  they  have  to  do 
with  foreigners ;  in  fo  much  that,  every  time  a  propo- 
fal  is  made  to  them,  which  their  intereft  or  vanity 
may  incline  them  not  to  approve,  it  may  be  certainly 
depended  upon,  that,  after  infinite  difputes,  you  will 
be.  obliged  to  receive  the  firft  words,  which  they  pro- 
nounced 
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nounced  in  the  beginning,  for  an  anfwer^  be  it  agree- 
able or.  difagreeable. 

The  2 1  ft,  I  fpoke  with  the  brigadier  of  my  guard 
about  this  affair,  who  is  a  perfon  generally  efteemed 
by  all.  the  people  of  merit  in  the  empire ;  fome  years 
paft,  he  had  filled  the  greateft  pofts  of  the  ftate,  but 
was  difgraced,  and  made  brigadier,  on  account  of  the 
bad  conduft  of  his  brother.  I  can  truly  fay,  this  is 
the  moft  worthy  man  I  have  known  in  China^  full  of 
honour,  reafon,  aiid  probity  ;  and  the  Fathers  Jefuits 
agreed  with  me,  that  there  was  not  his  equal  in  alt 
this  great  Empire^  He  difapproved  very  much  th« 
condud:  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  my  guard ;  but 
he  neprefented  to  me,  at  the  fame  time,  "  That,  hav- 
*'  ing  precife  orders  from  the  Emperor,  that  all  forts 
•*  of  ^;he  lower  people  fhould  be  prevented  from  en- 
•*  tering  or  leaving  my  boufe  at  their  pleafure,  to  the 
end  that  no  infult  might  be. offered  me,  he  could 
not  avoid  giving  the  fame  orders  to  the  officers  of 
my  guard  j  but,  to  prevent  the  abufe  of  his  orders 
*^  for  time  to  come,  he  would  come  regularly  twice  a- 
**  week  to  my  quarters,  to  have  an  eye  on  their  be- 
*'  hiiviour."  Which  gave  me  opportunities  of  mak- 
ing a  particular  friendihip  with  him;  but  neither 
mine,  nor  all  the  threats  which  the  brigadier  gave  to 
the  officers  and  foldiers  on  this  head^  nor  the  rigor- 
ous treatment  he  made  them  feel  on  feveral  oc- 
caiions,  could  get  the  better  of  the  infatiable  avarice 
of  thefe  military  people,  who  look  updn  it  as  their 
light  to  exa&  contributions  of  thofe  who  trade  with 
foreigners;  In  (hort,  it  would  have  become  infup- 
joftabk  to  me,  to  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  chicanes 

that 
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diat  this  pretended  guard  of  honour  ftudi^d  to  vex 
me  with  every  day,  if  I  had  not  had  the  hope  that 
my  credential  letters  would  be  very  foon  received  ; 
and  that  I  fliould  then  be  able  to  do  my  afiairs  with 
more  fatisfeftion. 

The  23d,  my  interpreter  having  met  one  of  our 
debtors,  he  put  him  in  mind  of  the  promifcs  he  had* 
made  to  Mr  De  IfmaylofF,  and  affured  him,  that,  if 
he  deferred  fatisfying  me,  he  fliould  be  arrefted,  fee- 
ing this  affair  would  not  allow  of  more  prolongation. 
Upon  which,  he  promifed  to  come  to  me,  in  two  or 
three  days,  with  his  comrades,  and  to  endeavour,  to 
the  utmoft  of  his  power,  not  to  come  empty  hand- 
ed. 

The  36th,  two  of  thefe  debtors  came  to  my  houfe 
with  a  Chinefe  merchant,  who  was  their  fecurity  j 
they  told  me,  that  one  of  their  partners,  named 
Dzchundzchan,  who  was  indebted  to  us  in  1400  laen 
of  fine  filver,  died  the  year  before.  But,  as  I  was 
apprifed  that  three  of  them  were  firmly  bound  in  fuch 
cafe,  one  for  the  other,  which  they  could  not  them- 
felves  gainfay,  this  fum  mud  be  brought  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  furvivors.  Of  thefe  two  debtors  which 
came  to  my  houfe,  the  one  named  Dzchinborche  was 
ftill  in  arrear  700  hen,  according  to  what'  my  inter- 
preter faid,  but  he  acknowledged  no  more  than  650 
laen ;  the  other,  called  Dzchin-fanga,  was  to  deliver 
340  thun  pf  kitaika*  on  the  arrival  of  the  next  cara-? 

van 


*  A  fort  of  glazed  cotton,  calendered  and  fmoothed,  which 
chey  make  in  China,  of.  all  forts  of  colours,  whereof  thej  fel| 
«^u  ;i:  quaniities  through  all  the  northern  Aua. 
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van  at  Pekin,  and  this  by  virtue  of  an  obligation 
which  he  had  given  to  the  conuniflary  Gufaitnicoff, 
payable  to  him^  or  order.  I  told  them,  ^  That, 
««  though  I  had  not  in  my  hands  the  obligation  he 
^^  had  given  to  Mr  GuIaitnicoflFy  that  need  not  hinder 
^^  their  paying  the  debt  to  me,  if  not  all  at  once,  at 
^^  leaft  by  little  and  little,  according  as  their  abilities 
^^  would  enable  them,  feeing  this  money  was  to  come 
^^  uito  the  treafury  of  his  Czarilh  Msijefty,  and  that, 
<<  as  foon  as  they  paid  the  whole,  1  would  give  them 
«<  an  obligation  of  indemnity ,  which  would  make 
^^  their  obligations  to  Gufaitnicoff  of  no  value  *."— 
Upon  which  they  replied,  ^*  That  they  could  not 
^^  objed  to  this  expedient,  and  that,  conformable  to 
*^  their  promiles  to  the  envoy  extraordinary,  to  give 
*^  me  entire  fadsfadion  thereupon,  they  would  not 
^  fail  to  do  it,  fo  as  1  (hould  receive  part  of  their 
•*  debts  before  the  end  of  the  month/' — ^Thefe  pro- 
mifes  continued,  from  day  to  day,  without  any  part 
of  them  being  fulfilled }  ^  and  as  I  knew,  by  my  own 

experience. 


*  The  commerce  between  RuOia  and  China  is  at  prefcnt  a 
monopoly  belonging  to  the  treafury  of  Siberia,  no  other  fub* 
jefts  of  Ruflia  being  to  concern  themfelves  in  it,  >on  pain  of 
deathy  anlefs  employed  on  acconot  of  the  crown,  tho*  it  is  often 
evaded,  by  connivance  of  the  Wey wodes  on  the  frontier  places. 
]3y  vjrtiie  of  the  laft  treaty,  they  can  fend  no  more  than  one 
caravan  a  year  from  Siberia  to  Pektn,  which  doth  not  confift 
of  more  than  200  pcrfons,  inflead  of  1000  and  more,  which  they 
-amottfited  toiieretofbre,  and  which  vwere  fuhiiftedat  the  charge 
of  the  Chan  of  China,  whilft  they  were  on  the  territories  of 
China ;  but  now  they  are  to.fubfid  upon  their  own  charges. 
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e^p^rience,  that  there  are  no  where  ^orfe  paymafters 
than  in  China,  unlefs  they  can  be  compeUed  by  force, 
I  was  obliged  to  fall  on  other  methods* 

May  ift,  I  delivered  to  my  mandarins  two  memo- 
rials on  the  fubjed  of  thofe  debts,  and  the  debts  of 
the  parfon  of  St  Nicholas,  defiring  they  would  pre- 
fent  them  to  the  council,  and  communicate  to  me  the 
anfwer  which  they  fhould  receive  on  them. — ^The 
iame  day  my  mandarins  put  into  my  hands  eighty- 
two  lean  and  twenty-fix  fun  of  fine  filver  j  fajring, 
**  That,  his  Majefty  had  ordered  this  fum  to  be  paid 
me  for  the  vs^lue  of  the  fheep,  fiih,  fowls,  and  milk, 
for  two  months  paft ;  and,  for  the  time  to  come, 
every  nine  days,  a  clerk  from  the  imperial  treafufy 
would  bring  me  twelve  laen,,  and  thirty-feven  fun,  in 
paymtent  for  the  faid  provifions  j  and  that  the  other 
allowances,  which  1  was  to  receive  in  kind,  Ihould  be 
likewife  fent  me  by  a  clerk  of  the  magazines  from 
whence  they  were  taken."  Sb  that  all  I  Ihould  re- 
ceive for  my  monthly  allowance,  in  money  and  pro- 
vifions, would  amount,  according  to  the  current 
prices,  to  forty-eight  laen  $  but  they  allowed  no  for- 
age for  my  horfes,  which  is  a  confiderable  article  at 
Pekin,  where  forage  is  extremely  dear.  After  which, 
during  the  reft  of  this  day,  the  weather  was  very  bad, 
a  great  deal  of  rain  with  mighty  gusts  of  wind  5  the 
old  houfe  where  I  was  lodged  could  no  longer  ftand 
the  bad  weather;  all  the  wall  of  one  fide  of  my 
chamber  fell,  about  midnight,  into  the  court-yard, 
which  made  me  very  apprehenfive  for  what  re- 
mained. I  was  obliged  to  retire  into  an  adjoining 
chamber,  to  avoid,  in  fome  raeafure,  the  danger  to 

3  K  which 
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nrS'^i  I  found  tnyidf  crpcftd.  As  ±h  rharnHfTt 
lhc/ai;h  a  forry  pbce,  i»*is  vciy  k"-,  I  f:  ::ni  sijiai 
in  leU  dz^zj^  ;  bdideft,  it  «ai  noi  quite  io  oul  acd 
iafirm  z%  the  oiher.^ 

The  next  day,  the  2d  of  tiiis  inondi,  I  a^renifcd 
my  mandariiu  of  what  had  happened,  praying  ffacm 
to  caufe  immediate  reparation  to  be  made,  if  not  of 
the  whole  houfe,  of  that  apartment  where  I  lodged  at 
lead.  Whereupon  they  {ent  to  affure  me  it  fhould  be 
done  without  lof^  of  time. 

But  on  the  4th,  they  changed  their  note,  and  let 
me  know,  that  they  could  do  nothing  in  it  before  the 
departure  of  the  Emperor,  leeing  the  college,  which 
had  the  care  of  the  buildings,  were  fo  much  employed 
about  the  court,  that  they  could  give  no  attention  to 
other  affairs  for  the  prefent.  Whereupcm  I  offered 
to  repair  it  by  people  I  would  hire  on  my  own  ex- 
penccs.  But  they  wanted  to  impofe  upon  me  in  the 
price.  And  the  mandarins  protefted  to  me,  that  it 
was  an  affair  that  might  be  their  utter  ruin,  if  the 
Emperor  Ihould  come  to  know  that  they  had  con- 
fentcd  to  my  repairing  with  my  money  a  houfe  that 
belonged  to  him ;  but  they  affured  me  they  fliould 
fet  to  work  upon  it  very  foon. 

The  8th,  the  Bogdoi-Chan  departed  for  Jegcholl ; 
and,  llaving  the  honour  to  attend  him,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  to  15  ly  from  Pekin,  his  Majefly  afked  me,  **  If 
I  cxpefted  the  caravan  foon  ?*'  I  anfwered  there- 
upon, '^  That  I  had  not  received  any  advices  from 
the  commiffary,  but  neverthelefs  I  computed  that  the 
caravan  might  be  at  Pekin  in  two  months  from  that 
time.**    Whereupon. he  aiked  me,  **  If  I  would  not 

come 
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come  and  pafs  the  time  with  the  court  at  Jegcholl  ?*' 
I  received  fuch  a  gracious  invitation  with  all  due  fub- 
n^flion,  promifing  to  come  to  pay  my  devoirs  to  his 
Majefty  at  Jegcholl  as  foon  as  pofiible  ♦*  But,  on  my 
returning  to  Pekin,  the  ^ovemour  of  the  city  let  me 
know,  "  That  I  <:ould  not  follow  the  Emperor  before 
his  Majefty  had  fent  the  neceffary  orders  to  him  and 
the  council,  to  give  me  poft-horfes,  and  the  efcort  of 
mandarins,  which  I  ihould  have  occaHon  for  in  this 
journey/*  la  the  mean  time,  1  made  feveral  agree- 
ments with  divers  perfons,  for  diflFerent  forts  of  ja- 
panned ware,  which  his  Czarifh  Majefty  wanted  to 
have,  which  I  could  not  get  at  the  ufual  price,  be- 
caufe  thofe  who  fupplied  me  with  them  were  obliged 
to  give  a  great  part  of  what  they  gained  on  them 
every  day  to  the  foldiers  of  my  guard,  for  the  liberty 
of  entering  my  houfe. 

The  loth,  my  mandarins  being  come  to  fee  me, 
one  of  them  took  leave  of  me ;  being,  as  he  told  me, 
named  by  the  court  to  go,  in  quality  of  envoy,  to  the 
Delay-Lama  t ;  and  the  other  gave  me  pofitive  afiur- 

ances 


*  The  Ute  Emperor  of  Qhlna  was  extremeljr  afiabU  and 
gracious  towards  Europeans,  more  efpecially  to  thofe  who 
excelled  in  any  fclence.  He  was  taller  than  ufual  for  people 
of  his  country,  and  not  to  be  known,  either  by  his  compleidon 
or  feature,  to  be  of  Tartar  extradlon  :  it  was  only  (o  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  his  cheek-bones,  under  his  eyes,  were  a  little  rifing 
an4  prominent  like  the  Mongalls. 

f  The  Delay-Lama  is  the  foverelgn  pontiff  of  the  Kalmucks, 
Mongalls,   and  many  ether  idolatrous  nations  north  of  the 

Indies 
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ances  that,  early  the  next  uK>nung,  the  workmea 
ihould  begin  to  repair  my  quarters,  and  that  they  ha4 
already  provided  the  materials  necefiary  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  In  regard  to  my  two  memorials,  concenung 
the  debts  above  mentioned,  he  gave  me  for  anfwer, 
**  That  the.prefident  would  not  receive  them,  not 
finding  it  proper  to  meddle  with  fuch  trifling  thiligs, 
as  he  had  before  hand  told  Mr  De  IfmayloiF  himfelf, 
that  the  council  would  ablblutely  not  embarrafs 
themfelves  with  any  affair  of  debts  ;  that  neverthdefs 
he  had  ordered  his  mandarin  to  prefs  the  debtors  to 
difcharge  their  debts,  in  cafe  they  were  in  a  conditioa 
of  paying  fuch  fums." 

The  2oth,  my  mandarin  coming,  flopped  at  my 
gate,  and  having  learned  that  my  apartment  remained 
fiill  in  the  fame  condition,  he  fent  one  of  his  fervants 
to  make  his  excufes  to  me,  for  not  coming  to  fee  me; 
alledging,  that  the  great  heat  s^proaching  at  noon 
would,  he  feared,  incommode  him.  But  I  caufed 
him  to  be  told,  for  my  whole  anfwer,  "  1  hat  1  did 
not  underfland  fuch  a  compliment,  and  that  1  wifhed, 
with  all  my  heart,  that,  in  time  to  come,  he  would 
difpenfe  with  coming  to  my  houfe  at  all/*  Upon 
this  anfwer,  he  thought  fit  to  come  himfelf  to  me, 
and  to  complain  much  of  the  negligence  of  the  col- 
lege. 


Indies.  He  is  adored  as  a  god  by  all  thefe  people,  and  bj 
them  believed  to  be  immortal.  .He  lives  in  a  convent  near  the 
city  of  Potala,  in  the  kingdom  of  Tangnte,  upon  an  high 
mountaiu  fouth  of  the  deferts  of  Xame,  towards  the  frontiers 
of  China-    Vide  Hift.  Gencalog.  dc»  Tartaw. 
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l^e,  which  had  the  care  of  the  buildings,  in  not  ad- 
verting to  the  tepair  of  my  houfe,  notwxtfaflanding 
he  had  wrote  to  them  fereral  times  on  the  fubjed,  in 
the  mod  preffing  terms.  I  demanded  of  him,  ^  What , 
he  believed  the  Csar,  my  mafter,  would  think  of 
fuch  ufage  as  he  ihowed  m^ ;  and  if  he  was  not 
afraid  chat,  in  time,  he  might  be  made  refponfible 
ibr  fuch  treatment."  But  he,  laughing,  told  me, 
"  That  there  paffed  many  other  things  with  them, 
and  of  more  importance  than  this  was,  without  dar- 
ing to  carry  complaints  to  the  Chan,  and  he  did  not 
doiibt  but  that  it  was  the  fame  at  our  court."  Never- 
thekfs,  the  brigadier  of  my  guard,  on  being  informed 
of  the  affair^  went  to  the  mandarins  of  that  college, 
and  threatened  them  with  his  going  himfeif  to  ac« 
quaint  the  Emperor,  that,  by  their  negligence,  they 
contributed  to  the  diminution  of  his  glory  in  foreigfi 
countries,  if  they  did  not,  without  further  defey, 
caufe  my  houfe  to  be  repaired  the  very  next  day. 

The  25th,  at  length  there  came  workmen  to  put 
my  apartment  into  an  habitable  ftate.  The  fame  day 
one  of  our  debtors,  named  Dzchin-Sanga,  brought 
me  50  thun  of  kitaika  ;  but  I  faw  no  appearance  of  ^ 
getting  any  thing  from  the  others,  they  being  very 
poor  and  indigent ;  and  I  perceived  that  the  proceed- 
ings of  our  mandarin  with  them,  tended  more  to  get 
fome  little  prefents  from  them  to  himfeif,  from  time 
to  time,  than  ferioufly  to  prefs  them  to  the  difcharge 
of  our  debt. 

In  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  a  partbf  Auguft, 

there  paiTed  nothing  material  regarding  me,  either  at 

,  the  court  or  with  the  miniftry  j  all  thofe  of  any  dif- 

tinftion 
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tin£tion  being  going  to  partakC' of  country  diverfiom. 
Wherefore,  I  (hall  fill  this  vacation  by  a  faithful  re- 
port of  the  obfervations  which  I  could  make,  during 
my  ftay  at  this  court,  as  well  myfelF  as  by  fome  of 
my  friends,  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  trade  in  the  city  of 
Pekin ;  but  I  mud,  at  the  fame  time,  acknowledge 
to  the  reader,  that  there  is  much  wanting  to  make 
the  obfervations  fuch  as  they  ought  to  be,  and  might 
have  been,  if  I  had  not  been  fo  (traightened,  and  if 
they  had  let  me  enjoy  the  means  of  informing  myfelf 
thoroughly  of  things. 

The  people  of  Korea,  who  are  tributary  to  China, 
come  twice  a  year  to  Pekin  *,  viz.  in  the  months  of 
March  and  Auguft,  to  the  number  of  4Q  or  50  per- 
fons,  as  well  to  pay  their  tribute  to  the  Emperor  as 
to  carry  on  their  trade ;  which  confifts  principally  of 
the  following  merchandifes. 

A  fort  of  large  paper,  made  of  raw  filk,  fomething 
like  the  large  paper  for  wrapping  up  things  in  Eu- 
rope* They  make  ufe  of  this  paper  in  China  for 
windows  in  place  of  glafs. 

Paper, 


*  Korea  is  a  pcninfula,  eaftward  of  the  grand  waU  of 
China ;  it  is  contiguous  on  the  weft  to  the  province  of  Leotang 
of  China»  and  on  the  north  to  the  Ea^lern  Mongalls.  The 
Koreans  are,  from  time  imipemorialy  tributaries  of  China,  who 
treat  them  very  hardly,  not  permitting  them  any  commerce 
with  Grangers.  Neverthelefs,  they  do  not  fail  to  come  dan* 
<}eflinely  with  their  goods,  by  the  fea  of  Japan»  to  the  river 
Amoor,  and  thence  by  the  Naunda  to  tlie  city  Naun,  to  traffio 
irith  the  Mongalls,  an4  indir^dly  ^i^h  the  RufSan^ 
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Paper,  with  gold  or  filver  figures;  for  hanging  their 
chambers. 

All  forts  of  large  fans,  of  different  fafhions. 

Mats,  very  neat  and  fine,  which  th^  ufe  in  fum- 
mer  in  place  of  matralTes. 

Cut  tobac;co,  very  fmall,  for  fmoking,  much  ef- 
teemed  in  China,  and  preferred  to  that  of  their  own 
growth. 

Stripped  cotton  fluffs. 

A  fort  of  furs,  whid|  the  Ruffes  call  chorky,  and 
which  they  call  colouk  in  Siberia ;  it  is  in  great 
abundance  in  Korea  j  they  fell  a  great  deal  of  it  in 
Pekin.  ^ 

A  fort  of  dry-fifh,  which  they  get  from  a  certain 
large  fhell-fifh  in  the  fea  of  Japan. 

It  is  with  thefc  commodities  that  they  trade ;  and 
although  they  may,  in  a  manner,  be  confidered  as 
the  fame  nation  with  the  Chi^efe,  and  in  fome  de- 
gree their  fubjefts,  yet  they  do  not  enjoy  the  leafl 
liberty  during  their  abode  at  Pekin ;  all  communica- 
tion and  converfation  with  foreigners  being  abfolute* 
ly  forbidden  them,  and  much  reflrifted  with  the 
Chinefe  themfelves ;  infomuch,  that  the  Chinefe  are 
not  lefs  fufpicious  of  them  than  of  any  other  nation 
whatfoever.  As  they  cannot  make  by  their  trade  any 
thing  to  a  confiderable  amount,  they  generally  bring 
with  them  to  .Pekin  large  fums  in  filver,  in  Spanifh 
pieces  of  eight,  and  in  Dutch  dollars,  which  are 
looked  upon  in  China  as  inferior  to  the  fine  filver  of 
China,  which  they  call  the  Chan's  filver,  by  5,  6, 
or  7  per  cent,  which  fhows,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Korea  have  fome  trade  with  the  iflands  of  Japan,  or, 

at 
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at  leaft,  with  the  iflands  lying  between  Japan  and 
Korea;  although  it  is  abfolutely  forbid  the  inha* 
bitants  of  that  country  to  have  the  leaft  communica- 
tion or  commerce  with  other  nations,  or  to  admit 
foreign  fliips  into  their  ports ;  having,  for  thai  end,  a 
mandarin  always  refiding  in  Korea,  to  hare  an  eye 
on  the  proceedings  of  that  nation.  With  this  money 
they  buy,  at  Pekin, 
The  fineft  raw-filk. 

A  fort  of  damaik,  called  by  the  Ruffes  goly,  and 
by  the  Chinefe  couty-toanza,  that  b  damaik  of  Korea; 
becaufe,  at  firft,  the  Koreans  alone  bought  that  fort 
o£|^mafk. 

A  fort  of  ftuff  mixed  with  filk,  fit  for  linings,  call- 
ed by  the  Cbinefe  fanfa. 
Tea  and  china-ware- 
All  ibrtft  of  difhes  of  white  copper,  for  houfidioU 
ufe* 
Cotton. 

They  likewife  buy  the  tails  of  fables,  to  border  their 
caps,  and  the  collars  of  their  robes- 
It  is  likely  that  they  trade  into  other  parts  with  the 
filk  and  damafk,  which  they  carry  from  Pekin,  feeing 
they  take  away  much  greater  quantities  than  the  con- 
fumpdon  of  their  own  country  can  require. 

When  there  is  no  Ruffian  caravan,  nor  any  of  that 
nation  at  Pekin,  they  quarter  thofe  of  Korea  in  the 
habitation  appointed  for  the  Rufles  i  but  when  there 
are  Rufles  in  this  city,  they  give  the  Koreans  other 
quarters ;  for  this  reafon  the  Chinefe  call  this  bouie 
Couty  Coanne,  or  magazine  of  the  Koreans,  when 
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.  it  is  occupied  hj  th^  Koreaxjis ;  send  Urufla  Ck>anne^ 
or  magazine  of  the  Rufles^  when  occupied  iby  people  . 
of  that  nation. 

When  the  J^oreans,  whether  deputies  from  that 
country  or  merchants,  arrive  at  Pekin,  there  are  two 
mandarins  forthwith  named  to  go  to  their  lodgings 
to  obferre  who  goes  in  to  them,  or  comes  out  from 
them ;  smd  to  examine  the  caufe  of  their  comings 
and  how  they  became  acquainted  with  the  Koreans : 
They  likewife  place  guards  all  around  their  quarters, 
to  prevent  any  perfbn  from  having  private  accefs  to 
them.     When  any  pf  this  nation  go  abroad,  upon 
any  affair,  the  guard  follows  them  every  where,  with  - 
large  whips,  to  prevent  any  perfon  from  joining  thjem 
in  the  ftreet  i  a^d  they  dare  not  go  to  fee  any  perfon 
without  permiffion  of  th^  guards     As  the  inhabitants 
of  Korea  are  not  ufed  to  ride  on  horfeback,  and  are 
afraid  to  mount  a  horfe,  for  fear  of  accidents,  they 
give  them  a  guard  of  infantry,  who  have  no  other 
arms,  when  they  are  in  garrifon,  than  their  )vhips. 
Befides  all  thefe  ftcps,  full  of  fufpigion,  thqy  fix,  at 
their  quarters,  an  edift  of  the  coujrt,  fignifying,  that 
all  perfons  whatfoever  are  forbid  to  enter  their  houfe 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  mandarin,  deputed  for 
that  purpofe,  who,  aft^r  eicamining  them  as  to  what 
they  have  to  do  there,  takes  notice  of  their  names, 
and  fends  a  foldier  into  the  houfe  with  them  to  ob- 
fcrve  what  paffes.     Jt  is  a  very  profitable  cotimiffion 
for  thofe  mandarins  who  are  deputed  to  guard  the 
Koreans ;  for  they  always  farpi  the  privilege  of  trad-* 
ing  with  them  to  that  company  of  Chinefe  merchants 
who  pffer  the  mpft  money  for  ij,  which  fometimes 

J  L  -  ?unount8 
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amounts  to  a  confidenible  fum ;    and  it  is  by  no 
means  permitted  to  any  other  merchants,  befides  the' 
members  of  this  company,  to  trade,  for  that  time, 
with  the  Koreans. 

The  Chinefe  have  not,  in  a  n\anner,  any  trade 
with  the  Indies  *,  excepting  fome  fmall  dealings  they 
may  have  on  the  frontiers  of  the  neighbouring  ftates : 
But  it  was  impoflible  for  me  to  get  to  the  knowledge 
of  what  thofe  trades  confided  in ;  for,  among  a  thou- 
fand  people  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pekin,  it  is  rare  to 
find^  one  perfon  whp  hath  the  leaft  knowledge  of  any 
thing  that  pafles  without  its  gates.  It  is  true  that  the 
Chinefe  do  carry  on  trade,  Ibmetimes  at  Bengal,  to 
the  Philippine  iflands,  to  Batavia,  and  even  to  Goa ; 
but  that  is  not  brought  about  but  by  flealth,  by  the 
connivance  of  the  mandarin  govemours  of  the  fea- 
ports,  obtained  by  means  of  a  round  fum  of  money, 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  court ;  befides,  it  is 
abfolutely  forbid,  to  every  fubjeft  of  the  empire,  to 
go  into  foreign  parts,  upon  what  occafion  foever, 
without  a  permiffion,  or  an  order,  from  the  Emperor 
or  the  government  \. 

The 


*  Chjna  is  feparated  from  the  country  of  the  Great  Mogul 
by  fandy  deferts,  impairable  for  merchants ;  and  the  other 
provinces  ^f  Ipdia  by  mountains,  which  arc  very  difficult  to 
pafS)  and  in  a  manner  hinders  all  commerce  between  thefe  two 
empires. 

f  Tlie  greateft  part  of  the  Chinefe^  who  are  difperfed  in 
feveral  places  of  the  £a(l  Indies,  for  the  fake  of  commerce,  arc 
the  poilerity  of  thofe  who  left  China  when  the  Mohgall  Tartars 

znadc 
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The  Buchanans  come  alfo  to  Pekin,  but  without 
obferving  any  ftated  times  *.    They  bring  large  round 

cornelians. 


made  thcmfelves  mafters  of  that  empire  ;  and  they  have  no 
other  than  clandeftinc  communication  with  their  Chincfe 
countrymen.  They  are  eiifily  known  by  their  long  hair.  Which 
is  natural  to  them  ;  in  (lead  of  which  the  Chincfe,  fubjedls  to  the 
Tartars,  sire  obliged*  under  pain  of  death,  to  cut  their  hair  lliort 
like  the  Kalmucks  and  Mongalls,  who  have  all  their  heads 
ihaveny  except  a  tuft  of  hair  on  the  top  of  their  head,  which 
they  prefervc  of  the  natural  lengtli  of  their  hair* 

*  There  are  two  Bucharias,  the  Great  and  the  Little.  Tlie 
Great  Bucharia  is  fituated  between  Perfia  and  the  country  of 
the  Grand  Mogul,  about  the  40th  degree  of  latitude.  This  is 
the  country  of  the  Ufbeck  Tartars,  who  are  Mahometans.  The 
Little  Bucharia  is  fituated  to  the  eaft  of  the  Great,  and  extends 
to  the  frontiers  of  China,  on  the  fide  of  the  defert  Xama»  and 
kingdom  of  Tibet,  which  is  there  confined  to  the  fouth ;  this 
laft  is  fubjeft  to  the  Kontaylha,  Grand  Chan  of  the  Kalmucks. 
The  Buchanans  are  a  particular  nation,  which'  have  no  con- 
ne<^ion  either  with  the  Mahometan  or  Pagan  Tartars,  nor  with 
any  other  people  of  thofe  parts.  They  do  not  know  them&lves 
whence  they  draw  their  origin.  Neverthtlefs,  they  make  pro- 
feffion  of  the  Mahometan  religion.  They  occupy  the  towns  of 
the  Two  Bucharias,  and  only  employ  themfclves  about  their 
commerce.  Thofe  of  the  Great  Bucharia  carry  on  their  trade 
in  the  dominions  of  tlie  Great  Mogul  in  Perfia,  and  in  Siberia, 
and  are  tributary  to  the  Chan  of  the  Ulbecks.  Thofe  of  the 
Little  Bucharia  trade  into  China,  into  the  kingdoms  of  Tibet 
and  Tangut)  and  with  the  Kalmucks  and  Mongalls  their  neigh- 
bours ;  thefe  laft  pay  tribute  to  the  Kontayflia.  The  Bucha- 
nans have  many  cuftoms  and  ceremonies,  much  like  tliofc  of 
the 'Jews;  nor  is  their  diale<fl,  phyfiognomy,  and  fize  much 
unlike  them  ;  which  may  give  occafion  to  many  rcfle<5lions. 
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cornelians,  of  a  very  good  colour,  which  they  barter 
with  the  Chinefe  againfl  damaiks,  kitaika,  tea,  tobac- 
co. China-ware,  and  filver.  They  firing  thefe  on 
fmati  filken  Hnes,  in  the  manner  of  beads;  and  they 
are  worn  by  mandarins  of  the  firfl:  orders,  when  they 
appear  at  court,  or  in  the  colleges,  in  their  habits  of 
ceremony,  wearing  one  row  of  them  about  their 
necks,  which  hangs  down  on  their  bellies.  They 
bring  alfo  muik,  rough  diamonds,  and  many  othes 
forts  of  precious  ftones,  but,  as  I  was  informed,  of 
no  great  value,  becaufe  it  is  rare  to  find,  among  the 
Chinefe,  any  who  will  rifk  the  laying  out  a  coniider- 
able  fum  for  a  fine  Hone.  The  Chinefe  poliih  thefe 
ftones,  after  their  own  fafhion,  in  order  to  make 
them  proper  for  ornamenting  the  heads  of  the  £sur 
fcx. 

I  had  no  opportunity  of  being  acquainted  with  any 
of  this  nation,  not  being  allowed  liberty  fufficient  for 
tiiat  end  ;  and,  on  their  part,  they  dared  not  run  the 
rifk  of  coming  to  my  houfe,  for  fear  of  the  guard 
at  my  gate ;  fb  that  I  cannot  give  an  exa£t  account 
concerning  them. 

They  alfo  bring  to  Pekin  gold-dull*,  which  the 

Chinefe 


*  The  gold  which  the  Bbcfiarians  bring  te  China  coine» 
from  the  high  mountains  which  feparate  the  dominions  of  the 
Great  Mogul  from  the  Grand  Tartary.  All  thefe  mountains 
abound  in  rich  mines  of  all  forts^  but  none  of  them  are 
wrought ;  nevcrthclefs  they  make  very  con(iderable  gains  an- 
nually, by  the  great  quantities  of  gold-duft  which  the  mighty 
torrentsy.  formed  by  the  rains  in  the  fpring,  sdong  with  the 

fiiows 


Chinefe  bay  commonly  at  the  price  of  5,  6,  to  7  laen 
of  filver  per  laen  of  gold-^lnft,  becaufe  it  is  unrefined ; 
they  affure  me  that  it  is  very  fine  when  purified,  and 
is  then  equal  to  the  gold  of  the  Chan. 

Thcfe  Tartars  ^irell  in  the  provinces,  of  Cfaamill 
and  Turfan  *,  under  the  protedion  of  theEmiperor  of 
China,  in  confideratioil  of  a  moderate  tribute,  which 
they  pay  him  annuaDy*  in  return,  they  buy  at  Pe- 
kin. 

Hides  of  Ruffia  to  make  bootSr 

Fox-ftjns,  red  and  bro\m. 

Squirrel-ikins,  white  and  ^ray« 

Bearer-ikins. 

Sables,  and  other  fiirs* 

Kitaika. 

Cotton,  like  the  woollens  of  Europe,  of  which  they 

uie 


fnows  mekingy  bring  down  wkh  tbem  into  the  neighbourmg 
^alleys ;  For  the  mhabiuoiu  of  tbeie  iDoantaaos,  together  with 
the  Kalmucks,  who  encamp  with  thetr  cattle  in  the  accent 
plainsi  come  afterwards  to  gather  tbefe  grains  of  g<dd,  in  ther 
pits  which  the  torrents  have  made  in  their  paflagtf  and  baiter 
theni»  with  the  B«chanans>  againil  all  forts  of  fmall  things  for 
which  they  may  have  occaTiOn  in  their  way  of  life. 

*  The  provinces  of  Chamill  and  Turfkn  are  fituated  to  the 
weft  of  the  Defer  t  of  Xame>  towards  the  40th  degree  of  lati- 
tude. They  make  a  part  of  the  Little  Bucharia,  and  have 
been  fubjeft  hitherto  to  the  Kontay(ha>  Grand  Chan  of  the  Kal- 
mucks ;  but  a  few  y^ars  fince  the  Chinefe,  joined  by  the  Mon- 
galls,  have,  poffeffed  themfelves  of  it,  after  having  driven  out 
the  Kalmucks. 
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ufe  part  themfelves,  and  fell  part  to  the  Kalmucks  *, 
their,  neighbours.     They  alfo  take, 

Tea, 

Tobacco,    . 

And  of  the  fmalled:  China-ware ;  of  all  which  in 
pretty  large'  quantities. 

Befides  the  goods  I  have  above  fpecified,  I  know  of 
no  others  which  they  bring  to  Pekin. 

The  mod  valuable  furniture  of  lackered  ware,  viz. 

cabinets,  chairs,  'tables,  bafkets,  and  ojther  things  of 
that  fort,  as  alfo  the  richeft  porcelain-ware,  come  from 

Japan  f.  For,  when  the  Emperor  fends  any  perfon 
to  Japan,  in  a  public  character,  moft  of  the  princes 
and  great  men  of  the  court,  feldom ,  fail  to  engage 
him  to  bring  them  fome  of  thofe  things  at  his  return. 
Son;ietimes  they  find  means  to  bring  thefe  things  into 

China 


*  The  Kalmucks  occupy  a  great  part  of  the  Northern  Afia  ; 
they  are  divided  into  three  principal  branches,,  under  one  fo- 
vereign  Chan»  whom  they  call  the  Kontayflia ;  they,  have  no 
fixed  habitation,  but  always  live  in  tents.  Though  the  £ad- 
mucks  are  indifputably  the  braved  of  the  Tartars,  they  are, 
neverthelefs,  defirous  of  living  peaceably,  contenting  theoifelvei 
with  the  fub(iflence  which  their  cattle  can  afford  them,  and  do 
no  harm  to  any,  unlefs  they  are  hurt  by  them ;  but,  when  once 
irritated,  they  becomer-irreconcilable  enemies.  Their  religion 
is  that  of  the  Delay-Lama. 

f  All  merchandife  of  Japan  is  contraband  in  China,  which 
is  the  reafon  they  cannot  be  brought  into  Ruflia,  with  the  cara- 
^  vans  from  China,  at  lead  without  very  great  rifle.  The  fmall 
quantity  of  Japan  goods,  which  are  dandeflinely  brought  intt> 
China,  being  kept  very  privatCi  and  paid  for  at  very  dear  rates 
liy  the  Chinefe  thcmfelv'es« 
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China  clandeftinely  ;  but  that  is  very  feldom.  This 
is  the  reafon  that  the  commodities  of  Japan  are  not 
always  to  be  had  at  Pekin,  unlefs  a  man  would  pay 
an  exorbitant  price ;  neverthelefs,  they  are  found  there 
fometimes  reafonably  enough ;  becaufe  feldom  a  year 
passes  that  the  Emperor  doth  not  amerce  fome  or 
other  of  the  great  lords  in  very  confiderable  fines, 
which  obliges  them  to  raife  all  the  money  they  can  on 
their  moveables  and  immoveables ;  and  whoever  hath 
money  lying  by  him,  doth,  on  thefe  occafions,  lay  it 
out  to  great  advantage,  and  buy  the  mod  curious  and 
valuable  things  for  little  money  *. 

After  the  lackered  ware  of  Japan,  that  of  the  pro-* 
vince  of  Fokien  is  looked  upon  as  the  beft  ;  but  none 
of  it  comes  to  Pekin,  becaufe  the  great  lords  of  Chi- 
na opprefs  the  merchants  to  a  great  degree,  and  take 
thdr  goods  from  them,  upon  many  frivolous  pre- 
tences, without  leaving  them  the  leaft  hopes  of  ever 
obtaining  any  payment.  For  this  reafon,  all  mer- 
chants, and  others  of  any  lucrative  trade,  at  Pekin, 
have  fallen  into  the  cuftom  of  putting  themfelves  un- 
der the  protection  of  fome  one  or  other  of  the  princes 
of  the  blood,  or  other  great  lords,  or  minifters  of  the 
court;  and,  by  this  means,  with  the-  afliftance  of  a 
round  fum  of  money,  paid  annually  to  their  protec-» 

tors. 


^  Ic  feems  to  be  a  favourite  roaxim»  adopted  in  all  the  eaft- 
cm  courts,  to  wink  at  all  the  vile  pradicesy  and  rapacious  im- 
pofulonsy  of  the  ministers  ^  andy  when  they  have  well  plucked 
and  drained  the  fubflance  of  the  people,  the  prince  thenfqueezes 
them  dry  for  his  own  ufe. 
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tors,  they  sure  able  to  get  clear  of  the  extortk>06  of  the 
mandarins,  and  fometimes  of  thofe  of  the  cQHimon 
foldiers :  For,  without  fuch  a  powerful  prote&ion^  a 
merchant  mud  be  an  undone  man  at  Pekin,  where 
every  one  thinks  they  have  an  undoubted  right  to 
for(n  pretenfions  upon  a  man  that  lives  by  trade.  And, 
if  any  of  them  are  fo  imprudent  as  to  attempt  obtain- 
ing fatis&£Uon,  by  the  way  of  juftice,  they  fall  from 
bad  to  worfe  ;  for  the  mandarins  of  juftice,  after  hav« 
ing  drained  from  them  all  they  can,  ieldom  fail  of  or« 
dering  the  goods,  taken  from  them  unjufUy,  to  be 
brought  to  the  college ;  but  he  muft  be  a  cuniii<ig 
fellow,  indeed,  who  (hall  be  able  ever  to  get  them 
from  thence. 

They  have  at  Pekin  a  people  dexterous  enough  at 
lackering,  but  their  works  £dl  far  ihort  of  thofe  of  Ja- 
pan and  Fokien,  which  may  be  attributed  to  the  di& 
ference  of  climate ;  and  it  is  for  this  reafon  that  the 
lackered  work  made  at  Pekin  is  always  much  cheaper 
than  the  other.  Neverthelefs,  the  lackered  work  made 
at  Pekin  infinitely  exceeds  any  work  of  that  kind 
made  in  Europe. 

The  (hips  which  arrive  every  year  at  Canton  from 
England,  France,  Holland,  Denmark,  and  other  parts, 
generally  bring  the  following  forts  of  merchandife. 

Silver  of  different  coins. 

All  forts  of  fine  cloth.  * 

Camblets. 

Woollen  auffs. 

Fine  Holland  linen. 

Standing  clpcks  and  watches, 

Jxx^ungv 


Europe^a  fpper  ^  aH  l^^i^ 

I>ifl[ere2it  jforts  pf  jnilliAer  avar^ 

jSomc  forts  of  European  liquors,  ^(peciaUy  w'^W^ 

A  gP9d  psM^  ^f  dK)fe  m«?c^aDdM!es  are  diftnl^iftp^ 
» |^i}efe|it6  ^a>opg  ihc  o^daru^  of  the  ^oveni^^^ 
<lf  that  ciry  j  <>f  the  ^ eft^  thp  j^urqpj^an  mqi;cj^]f^t; 
gff^&r^ly  3»»ke  /a  i^ery  coQigd«ffl}>le  i>rq&t.  Tjfepy 
i^Bplay  the  '61v;er  the^  bxk^g  w  ^v^rcl^a^uig  flwieFJ^ 
ioft»  qI  gQOfis^  l>y  wtue  of  jin  .^gr^ement  m^^d  rjb^ 
^«  hapd :  ,Xbey  ^axry  away  ijirith  th^  &P19  theDf;^ 
.    ?.aw?fiUi;.  • 

]&a»aflw  wrought  ^^or^f^f^  ;^  4fi%^Kl»tp  JMii^ 
Cotheni.  * 

Wrpnght  .i^lk;s. 

,Lackerq4  wa,re. 

Ba4i3Ui3^  a  fiied  J*ivjgi^  J^:  .J»ftc  mjaph  J*kj5  r^ 
<ce4* 

.Canes*  and  Chiiia^ivare*  zoade  iiccordincr  to  Tnoflel^ 
ghreartb^^i. 

They  aUb  fometimes  bring  away  gold,  but  very  fdU 
dom,  becaufe  they  generally  get  it  cheaper  in  the  In- 
dies.  They  alfo  find  at  Canton  pretty  valuable 
ftoneS)  except  diamonds,  but  not  in  any  great  quan* 
«ities. 

They  make  the  b^ft  filk  brocades  of  China,  that 
mr^.J)rought  to  Eiirppe,  in  .tj^e  jprovinpqs  qf  guQatL- 
t^g.9Dldi;pfckn. 

ZH  Thf 
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far  hma  tbk  place  fliere  h  brought  maoMf^  a4 
e^ea  weddj,  toPekin,  not  ooij  the  &idb  fions  oS 
goods  which  our  csnraiifbrii^^  bm  of  a  betttr  q«a&- 
tf  than  thofe  bfongbt  by  oor  canvass,  and  kl  lb  grot 
(foamities,  that  the  merchandizes  which  die  merchttits 
of  Fdcin^  who  go  contujuaSy  between  P^m  and 
Urga^  to  thdc  with  our  people,  and  the  goods  which 
*Jk  lamas  of  the  Moi^aUs  *  bring  from  their  parts,  a- 
mourn  erery  Jar  to  four  or  five  times  as  much  Talne 
as  the  caravans  that  come  to  Pekin  in  the  name  of 
his  CTmyh  Majefty.  And  I  have  been  infimrmed,  by 
thofe  who  have  been  employed  by  the  great  men  of 
Pekin  u>  buy  their  proyifion  of  furs  at  Urga,  that 
^iart  thdycan  buy  finer,  ^nd  more  valuaUe black  fox- 
fltins,  thali  they  have  ever  feen  in  our  caravan,  I 
mufl  add  befldes,  that  tbefe  great  quantities  of  our 
merchandises  brought  from  Urga  fo  Pekin,  do  con- 
fiderably  lower  the  prices.  The  merchaits  of  Pekii^ 
and  the  lamiis  of  the  Mongalts,  who  bring  them  tc» 
Pekin,  are  always  capable  of  atfordiag  them  f^^ur  or 
five  per  cent.  k>wer  than  the  conmuflary  of  the  cara* 
van  can,  of  which  the  reader  will  be  eafily  convinc- 
edf  if  he  gives  attenticm  to  what  I  am  about  to  lay  be- 

fore  him. 

The  Rufs*  merchants^  and  dil  other  people  that 
tome  and  go  continually  between  Selinginiky  and 
tirga,  buy  their  goods  where  they  find  it  moil  am- 

venitetv 


*  fhe  prieftf  of  the  weftem  Mbhgalb^  and  die 
called  lamas  ;««»lli^e  are  di&!t<ik  d)^Uts« 
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TAiffif }  ilsftcad  of  n^hich^the  comroiflary  is  obliged 
fdit^eiv^  (hofe. be  brings  with  the  caravan,  out  of 
his  Majefty's  tf eafury,  from  fwortt  appraifers  of  th^ 
ti^afaty,  who  often  fet  lb  high  a  price  on  them,  thai 
they  find  It  difficult  to  fell  them  for  half  the  price 
valned  at  to  them«  Another  advantage  which  tholib 
t^ho  go  to  trade  to  Urga  enjoy^  is  that  they  make  ih» 
jotimcy  thither  in  ten  or  twelve  diaiys :  and,  beginnixig 
thdr  traffic  immediately  on  thar  arrival,  they  are 
ready  to  return  in  two  or  three  days  after ;  m  place 
of  which,  the  commiffary,  after  having  been  it  <tonfi- 
derabk  esp^nce,  can  with  difficulty  enough  get  to  Pe* 
Idn  in  three  months  }  and,  when  he  gets  there^^  they 
keep  him  ihut  up  fix  or  ieven  we^s,  according  to 
the  mutims  praOifed  by  the  Chitiefe  hitherto ;  for  in 
c<^«queiice  whereof,  the  abundance  of  merchandize 
of  Ruffia  arrived  at  Pelun  obliges  them  ftill  to  fpend 
feveral  mowhs  in  getting  quit  of  theirs :  And  as,  by 
the  laft  treaty^  they  are  obliged  to  maintain  themfelves, 
and  all  thofe  belonging  to  the  caravan,  at  their  own 
proper  expense,  all  thefe  circumftances  cannot  fail  of 
occafioning  a  very  material  difference  in  the  balance 
of  Aeir  trade.  For,  before  they  began  to  trade  at 
TJrga,  a  caravan,  how  large  focver,  was  all  Ibid  off  in 
three  months,  at  the  prices  fet  by  the  commiffary 
himfelf.  Moreover,  all  the  Chmcfe  yho  traded  at 
that  time  with  us  became  rich  j  inftead  of  which,  all 
thofe  who  have  traded  with  us  ince  that  time  have 
traded  to  their  own  loft,  and  iftay  be  ^eeincd  at  pre- 
fent  quite  ruined.  The  expcnces  of  a  journey  to  Ur- 
ga are  very  trifling  }  f<^r  they  can  buy  at  SeliBginiky 

.  as 
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at  much  prormoa  for  ten  roables  u  vill  ienpc  ie& 
peHoM  for  a  month ;  m  pbcc  of  vUch,  ten  ronl^lo 
will  hardly  finre  them  a  wcdL  at  Pekhu  Befides, 
diofe  who  go  into  China  to  trade  are  6blBged  to  buy 
forage  for  their  horfes ,  &c.  in  pboe  of  which,  thofe 
who  go  to  Urga  to  trade,  put  their  horfis  to  grais, 
without  coding  them  a  fiuthing.  The  Chinefe  merdi- 
ants,  on  their  fide,  who  come  to  Urga  to  trade,  are 
likewife  at  much  leTs  expence  Aan  the  commiflary  ; 
becaufe  they  buy  at  Pdun,  and  the  towns  through 
which  they  pais,  tea,  tobacco,  rice,  and  other  grains, 
ordinary  damaflu,  kitaika,  and  other  like  merchandife^ 
at  a  very  low  price ;  which  they  barter,  on  the  road 
with  the  Mongalls,  againft  horfes,  ibeep,  and,  in  a 
wordy  all  ibrts  of  cattle ;  infomuch  that,  as  the  private 
merchants  make  both  their  journey,  out  a^d  home 
alfo,  with  infinite  lefs  expence  than  the  coaimfbiTy 
of  a  caravan,  it  cannot  be  otherwife,  than  th^t  they 
can  buy  and  fell  their  merchandife  on  much  better 
terms  than  a  commiflary  can,  who  is  obliged  to  rfr 
main,  with  a  number  of  attendants,  in  a  city  where 
living  is  fo  dear  as  at  Pekin,  a  longer  time  than  would 
ferve  a  merchant  at  Selinginfky  for  making  four  or 
five  joumies  to  Urga.  In  fine,  when  the  caravan 
returns  to  Ruffia,  they  find,  after  fuch  great  expences, 
that  the  quantity  of  Chinefe  goods  brought  to  Ruffia 
by  private  traders,  is  fo  very  large,  that  they  muft 
fell  theirs  at  a  very  moderate  price.  All  thefe  circum- 
ftances  well  confidered,  it  is  eafy  to  cpmprehend  that  up- 
on dofing  the  accounts  of  the  caravan,  the  profits  can^ 
not,  at  this  time,  be  much  more  than  the  difburfe- 
ments.    But,  to  return  to  cur  journal* 
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^  August. 

The.  14th,  I  received  a  Ifetter  from  Cdmimi^uy 
Iftopnikoff,  dated  from  the  river  Tola  *,  29th  of  JulyJ 
by  which  he  defired  me  to  prevail  on  the  council  far 
the  affairs  of  the  Mon^alls  t  to  fend  him  an  aiC^nment 
for  2000  laen  of  filver  upon  the  cuftom-houfe  of 
Kalchanna  \  ;  ofiering  to  return  the  fame  (for  which 
lie  had  preffmg  oceafion,  for  the  neeeffities  of  the  ca«* 
raVan,)  as  foon  as  he  (hould  conynence  his  trade  at 
Pekin ;  and  he  added,  that  the  fame  &v:our  had  been 
formerly  granted  t^  Gommiffary  Oikolkoff. 

The 

« 

I      '    ■■■■        I       I     »  ]«i     I      i^i-      ■■         ■!■■■■  ^*       I  I       II    I  I  ■  ■    .»■  — fa— ^—1— — ^^^a^i— 1^ 

• 

*  Tola  is  a  river  in  die  country  of  the  Mongallsy  which 
comes  from  the  eafl,  and  enters  the  river  Orchon  about  ajo 
vcrfts  sonth-caft  of  Sefinginfky,  By  virtue  of  the  new  r^gulatioD» 
the  caravans  of  Siberia,  who  go  to  Pekin,  ought  to  enter  on  t&'e 
territories  belonging  to  China  upon  ^eir  paffing  this  river. 

f  The  council  for  the  a^T^ir^  of  the  Mongalls  at  Pekin  is  a 
college,  who  have  the  care  of  every  thing  regarding  the  nation 
of  the  Mongalls,  as  well  thofe  who  ai'e  the  hereditary  fubjedts 
of  die  Emperor  of  China,  as  alTo  thoi«  who  aro  xniAf  undek*  ^ 
protedlioo  of  this  empire.  This  college,  at  the  fametime»  enters 
indiredly  into  the  cognizance  of  all  thft  affairs  which  rega)*d  the 
powers  who  border  on  China,  from  the  north-eaft  to  the  weR^ 
whence  it  comes  that  they  are  the  court  who  have  mod  la  do 
of  any  in  China. 

X  Kalchanna  is  die  firft  Chinefe  city,  within  the  great  waU, 
diat  you  come  to,  in  the  road  from  Selinginiky  to  Pekin.  '  It  is 
here  that  the  duties,  inwards  and  outwards,  are  paid  by  the 
Radians,  and  al(b  for  |(reat  part  of  the  country  of  the  Mon^ 
iails. 
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Th«  1 5th»  I  went  to  the  council,  and  having  fyokm 
of  ilw  aAair  with  the  afldimamma,  or  Tice-prefident, 
he  promifed  to  confiilt  the  regiftcFS  of  the  cogn^ 
upon  it,  and  to  write  dktdl^j  %ho«t  it  ^  die  pr«fideat  ft 
JegAoUy  and  chatJie  would  ccsnmuiucate his  aitfwer 
to  mc* 

The  17th,  having  fent^my  'iqteiyMter  to  the  tou&« 
efl  to  know  if  ihcf  had  come  to  any  seCblutioa  on  thk 
affair,  he  bifonght  back  the  following  anfwcr.«*>^  That 
they  had  indeed  found  in  the  regiAcre,  that  die  coun- 
cil had  formerly  advanced  money  to  the  comniifitfy } 
but  that  the  trade  was  an  object  of  fo  little  cdnfe* 
quence  with  them,  that  they  did  not  think  it  merited 
the  connciPs  being  incommoded  ^wth  propofiUs  of 
that  fort/* 

The  1 8  th,  a  mandarin  came  to  ine  from  the  coun* 
ciil,  and  notiiied  to  me,  that  his  Majefty^  calling  to 
ffiememJ^unee  my  being  at  Pekin,  .had  given  OFdess  to 
the  council,  that  I  fliould  be  -efcorted  to  jegchoU  by  a 
mandarin,  and  fome  of  the  military, — ^Whereupon  I 
^wered  him,  that  I  would  be  ready  the  ncjit  day,  with 
my  inteqpreter,  wd  two  domeftics^  if  they  would  jcakp 
are  to  pKOvidfi  the  jrdUys  which  i  flxoujid  want  for  idhe 
joumeyr. 

The  ijfth,  all  -being  ready  for  &e  journey,!  left 
Pekin  very  early  in  the  morning. 

The  2 1  ft,  I  arrived  at  JegchoU,  and  repaired  forth* 
^th  to  the  court ;  and  having  found  the  chamber* 
Idin  of  ^e  Chan,  who  is  genemlly  4n  tnnutcfa^  ; 
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^  AH  thofe  who  ftrrc  in  tfi«  (3)amber  of  the  Empcnr  rf 

ddte 


MR     DB     LANOE.  465 

I  prayed  him,  according  to  the  cuflcm  of  the  country, 
to  inform  himfelf,  on  my  behalf,  of  the  heahh  of  the 
Bodgdoi-Chan,  and  to  inform  his  Majefty  of  my  be- 
ing there ;  upon  which  his  Majefty  did  me  the  favour 
of  fending  to  me  a  &lver  covered  with  all  forts  of 
new  fruits,  which  were  followed  by  another  charged 
with  divers  forts  of  meat  from  his  kitchen  ;  he  order- 
ed  me  to  be  told,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  fent  me 
thofe  for  my  refrefhment,  and  that  I  would  do  well  to 
keep  my  chamber  the  reft  of  the  day,  to  recover  my 
fatigue  from  the  journey.      The  fame  evening,  foihe 
of  the  Father  Jefuits  being  come  to  fee  me,  told  me, , 
that  the  alegada  had  refolved  to  propofe  to  the  Em- 
peror to  make  the  caravan  encamp  in  the  defert,  near 
Kalchanna,  till  the  court  fhould  return  to  Pekin ;  fup- 
pofing  that  fo  many  of  the  court,  and  the  greateft  part 
of  the  people  of  diftin^on,  being  in  the  country, 
there  would  be  nothing  to  do  for  the  caravan  at  Pe- 
kin ;  and  that  th^y  believed  that  he  would  not  fail  of 
requiring  from  me  an  order  to  the  commiflary  for  that 
purpofe.      It  was  eafy  to  fee,  that  what  determined 
the  minifter  to  take  this  refolution,  was  nothing  elfe 
but  his  apprehenfions  that  the  prefents  he  expeded  to 
have  from  the  commiflary,  if  he  fhould  be  at  Pekin  at 
the  time  of  his  arrival,  might,  if  he  was  abfent,  fall 
nto  other  hands.      But,  as  this  v^as  a  defign  that 

3  N  might 


China  are  eunuchs,  and  arc  either  Chinefe  or  Mongalls ;  the 
Chincfe  nation  being  not  ]efs  jealous  of  the  &x  than  other  eaftern 
people ;  bat  the  Mongalls,  and  generally  all  the  Tartars,  gr» 
not  Ycrj  liable  to  this  malady. 
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might  be  attended  with  very  bad  confequeaces,  and 
might  have  been  the  caufe  of  the  lofe  of  men,  as  well 
as  the  horfes  belonging  to  the  caravan,  by  being  ex- 
pofed  to  the  extremity  of  cold  and  famine  in  the  de- 
ferts,  I  became  obliged  to  ufe  all  my  efforts  to  render 
this  intention  of  the  minifter  abortive. 

The  aid  being  to  go  in  the  morning  to  court,  the 
Emperor  fent  the  mafler  of  ceremonies  tq  require  of 
me  pafTports  for  fome  mandarins  which  were  to  pafs 
the  frontiers  of  Ruflia  ;  but,  as  I  could  well  penetrate 
the  grounds  of  their  errand,  I  thought  it  my  duty 
to  refiife  the  pafTports  demanded.  Neverthelefs,  not- 
withftanding  all  my  excufes  which  I  could  mufler 
up,  to  exempt  me  from  giving  them,  the  mafter  of 
the  ceremonies  came  to  declare  to  me,  in  the  cleareft 
terms,  the  next. day,  which  was 

The  23d,  "  That  the  Emperor  was,  at  pne  time, 
refolved  to  fend  thofe  people  away,  whether  I  would 
give  them  pafTports  or  not ;  but  that  I  ought  to  con- 
fider,  that,  in  fuch  cafe,  I  might  exped  an  abfolute 
denial  to  every  thing  which  I  might  have  to  propofe." 
Which  convinced  me,  that  it  was  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  for  me,  on  this  occafion,  to  conform  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  pleafure,  if  I  would  retain  the  leaft  hopes  of 
fucceeding  in  my  defire  of  oppofing  the  defigns  of 
the  minifter.     For  this  reafon, 

On  the  ^4th,  when  the  piafter  ©f  the  ceremonies 
came  again  to  fpeak  with  me  on  this  affair,  I  put  in- 
to his  hands  a  letter,  addreffed  to  the  officers  com- 
mandants on  pur  frontiers,  in  the  form  he  defired  to 
have  it ;  to  which  I  joined  the  condition,  that  our 
caravan  (hould  not    be  hindered  from  coming  to 
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Pekin  diredly  ;  and  that  our  commifTary  fliould^  on 
his  arrival  at  Pekin,  immediately  be  at  liberty  to 
begin  his  commerce,  without  being  Ihut  up  for  a  cer- 
tain time,  as  had  at  fome  times  been  pradifed.  The 
mailer  of  the  ceremonies  promifed  to  fpeak  to  his 
Majefty  about  it ;  who  had  not  only  the  goodn^fs  to 
give  his  confent  immediately,  but  he,  at  the  fame 
time,  gave  ftrid  orders  to  the  prefident  of  the  council, 
that  he  fhould  take  fpecial  care  that  no  perfbn  what^ 
foever  fhould  go  about  in  any  manner  to  interrupt 
the  commiflary  in  his  bufmefs. 

The  25th,  a  Portuguefe  Father  Jefuit^  called 
Father  Maurano,  came  to  me,  and  told  me,  "  That 
there  was  a  perfon  of  quality,  who,  by  him,  made  me 
an  offer  of  1 0,000  laen  of  filver,  till  the  arrival  of  the 
caravan,  which  I  might  employ  in  what  manner  I 
thought  proper ;  and  that  this  Lord  was  very  much 
fcandalized  at  the  difobliging  anfwcr  I  had  received 
from  the  council  of  the  direftion  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Mongalls,  in  regard  to  the  2000  laen  of  filver  which 
I  had  required  of  them  for  the  neceifities  of  the  cara- 
van."— ^Upon  which,  prefling  him  to  let  me  know 
who  this  Lord  might  be,  he  told  me,  "  That  he  was 
indeed  forbid  to  let  me  know  who  this  perfon  was  ; 
but  that  he  would  neverthelefs,  in  confidence,  own  to 
me  that  it  was  the  nineth  prince,  fon  of  the  Chan, 
who  made  me  this  offer  •."—Thereupon  I  did  not 

omit 


*  The  late  Emperor  of  China  had  feventcen  princes  bom  of 
his  feveral  wives  and  concubines.     There  were  tlnee  prefent  at 
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omit  teftifying  to  him  how  I  was  touched  wdk  the 
generofity  of  a  prince  to  whom  I  had  never  the  lioaour 
of  paying  my  devoirs : — adding,  ^'  I  fliould  never 
forget  the  good  will  which  his  highnefs  was  pleafed 
to  fhow  me  on  this  occafion ;  and  that  I  fliould  all 
the  days  of  my  life  retain  the  fame  fentiments  as  if  I 
had  received  his  generous  offers/'— But  the  Father 
Jefuit  having  remonftrated,  ^'  That  the  prince  might 
poffibly  think  himfelf  offended  if  I  fliould  refide  his 
offer  altogether;"  I  was  obliged  to  accept  of  looo 
laen  of  filver  *. 

The  26th,  I  paid  a  vifit  to  the  Father  Jefuits  of  the 
French  nation  f,  where  I  found  the  prefident  of  the 

council^ 


the  firft  audience  of  Mr  de  Ifxnayloffy  who  were  all  very  weU 
porpoitionedy  having  fine  jcomplexionsy  and  black  eyes,  well 
formed,  without  the  leaft  appearance  of  the  deformities  of  the 
Mongall  nation* 

*  There  is  an  appearance  as  if  this  was  a  fnare  laid  for  Mr 
de  Lange,  to  render  him  fufpeded  by  the  Emperor  of  Chiody 
whoy  in  the  defign  which  he  had  then  formed  of  leaving  the 
fuccedion  to  his  third  fon»  could  not  fail  of  taking  umbrage  at 
the  lead  falfe  flep  which  the  agent  of  RuiOa  might  happen  to 
take  on  this  occafion,  which  might  induce  this  monarch  to  con- 
fent  to  his  being  fent  away,  which  was  probably  the  whole  aim 
of  this  intrigue. 

*  

f  The  Jefuits  had  great  afcendency  on  the  late  Emperor  of 
China;  and,  as  the  prefent  Emperor  hath  been  under  their 
hands,  it  ought  not  to  doubted  but  he  is  likewife  well  afieded 
to  them,  whatever  may  be  reported  t9  the  contrary.  At  the 
firfl:  audience  of  Mr  De  IfmaylofiV  the  Emperor  being  leated  cm 

die 
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council,  vho  let  me  know,  by  the  mouth  of  thefe  fa- 
thers, ^'  That  he  was  come  from  receiving  the  Empe- 
ror's orders,  which  were  fo  fa¥ourabIe  to  our  com- 
merce, that  there  is  ixo  inftance  of  the  like  liberty  hav- 
ing  ever  been  granted  before  in  China." — I  anfwered 
him,  through  the  help  of  thofe  Others,  ^*  That  I  had 
no  reafon  to  doubt  of  the  punctual  execution  of  his  Ma- 
jelly's  orders,  fince  he  had  the  goodnefs  to  charge  the 
governor-general  of  Pekin  with  them ;  of  whofe  inde- 
fatigable zeal  for  maintaining  a  good  underftanding  be- 
tween the  Bogdoi-Chan  and  the  Czar  my  mafter,  was 
fttfficiently  known  to  me.**— Whereupon  he  caufed  me 
to  be  told,  **  That  he  was  not  a  man  capable  of  receiv- 
ing prefents  from  foreigners,  for  doing  them  a  fervice, 
as  many  others  did  in  fuch  cafes  ;  and  that  a  ftep  of 
that  kind  would  entirely  prevent  him  from  ever  hav- 
ing the  liberty  of  fpeaking  to  his  Majefty  again  in 
favour  of  any  perfon  whatfocver,  fhould  it  come  to 
his  Majefly's  ear ;  but  that,  neverthelefs,  he  believed 
he  might  referve  to  himfelf  the  privilege,  when  he 
ihould  come  to  our  houfe  to  buy  any  thing,  of  being 

treated 


the  throne,  had  on  his  left«  as  the  place  of  honour,  at  three 
paces  diftance,  a  little  advanced  into  the  hall,  three  of  the 
princes  his  fons  ;  and,  on  his  right,  a  litde  more  advaaced,  the 
Jefoits  belonging  to  the  coi^rt ;  at  five'paces  behind  them,  a  Ktde 
more  advanced,  were  placed  feven  Mongall  princes  of  the  Impe- 
rial houfe ;  and  then,  on  the  two  fides  of  the  hall^  the  minifters 
and  grand  mandarins  of  the  court,  all  fitting  crofs-legged,  accord- 
ing to  the  manner  of  the  Tartars.  B7  fo  remarkable  a  diAine^ 
tion  it  may,  in  ibme  degree,  be  comprehended  how  much  xhck 
food  fathers  were  in  favour  with  the  Emperor. 


47^  JOURKALOF  ♦ 

treated  more  favourably  than  others  in  Ae  price"— 
Upon  which  I  affurcd  him,  "  That  we  (hould  always 
know  to  treat  him  with  proper  diftindion  in  fuch  a 
cafe/' 

The  fame  day,  I  defired  the  mafter  of  the  ceremo- 
nies to  make  my  moft  humble  acknowledgments  to 
his  Majefty,  for  the  gracious  reception  which  he  had 
been  pleafed  to  honour  me  with,  during  my  ilay  at 
Jegcholl,  and  to  pray  his  permiffion  for  my  returning 
to  Pekin ;  becaufe  I  apprehended  the  caravan  would 
foon  arrive  there.  He  came,  fome  hours  after,  and 
informed  me  that  his  Majefty  intended,  the  lait  day 
of  this  month,  to  go  upon  a  party  of  hunting  in  the 
defert,  fome  leagues  from  Jegcholl,  and  that  I  might 
lay  hold  of  that  opportunity  of  taking  leave  of  his 
Majefty,  and  of  returning  to  Pekin.  He  added,  that 
his  Majefty  had  likewife  ordered  the  governor  of  Pe- 
kin to  go  thither,  and  deliver  to  me  the  tapeftries  he 
had  caufed  to  be  made  to  the  Czar. 

During  the  reft  of  my  ftay  at  JegchoU,  my  table 
was  fumiflied  daily,  the  fame  as  the  firft  day  of  my 
arrival,  from  his  Majefty's  kitchen.  And  they  (bow- 
ed me  all  the  buildings  and  gardens  of  this  charming 
place,  which  is  certainly  worthy  to  be  the  delight  of 
fo  grand  a  monarch,  and  is  infinitely  fuperior,  in  beau- 
ty and  magnificence,  to  the  palace  at  Pekin  or  Czchan- 
zchumniene. 

The  3 1  ft>  I  had  the  honour  of  attending  his  Ma- 
jefty when  he  parted  from  JegchoU ;  and,  on  this 
occafion,  he  had  the  goodnefs  to  afk  me,  ^*  If  I  en- 
joyed my  health  ?*'— After  having  anfwered  with  ail 
the  refpe£t  due  to  lb  gracious  an  inquiry,  he  faid  to  me 

further. 
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ftirther,  "  That  he  thought  he  obferved  fome  altera* 
tion  in  my  countenance,  and  that  I  ought  to  take  care 
of  my  health/* — After  which  he  gave  me  permiilion 
to  return  to  Pekin,  after  having,  by  the  mafter  of  the 
ceremonies,  let  me  know,  that,  if  the  caravan  had  not 
been  fo  nigh,  I  ihould  have  had  the  honour  of  accom- 
panying him  to  the  party  of  hunting  *. 

The  3d  of  September,  I  was  returned  fi'om  my 
JegchoU  journey,*  being  three  days  on  the  road, 

ITie  7th,  1  fent  my  interpreter  to  Kalchanna,  to  the 
commilTary,  with  1 500  laen  of  filver. 

The  I  oth,  I  acquainted  my  mandarin,  that,  as  the 
caravan  was  at  hand,  it  was  mod  neceflary  that  the 
houfe  ihould  be  repaired,  that  I  might  not  continue 
under  apprehenfions  of  the  merchandife  being  damag- 
ed, for  want  of  fufEcient  cover,  during  the  rainy  au- 
tumnal feafon.  But  he  continually  refufed  me  the 
liberty  of  getting  it  repaired  of  myfelf,  under  the  pro- 
nlife  that  he  would  take  care  to  get  it  repaired  before 

the 


*  Hunting  is  the  favourite  employ ment  of  the  Tartar  pagans. 
And  one  may  gather  the  inclination  of  the  Tartars  from  the 
pleafure  and  afliduity  with  which  the  late  Emperor  of  China 
followed  the  chace  ;  nevei'thelers  he  mixed  much  of  the  politi- 
cian with  his  favourite  paiTion  ;  for  going  every  year  a-hunting, 
efcorted  by  a  body  of  the  army,  confiding  of  fifty  or  fixty 
thoufand  men,  completely  armed,  and  generally  travelling  100 
leagues  in  this  manner,  this  monarch  thereby  inured  his  cour- 
tiers and  ^his  troops  to  the  ufe  of  arms,  and  to  fatigues,  and 
prevented  their  falling  into  the  foft  ^nd  indolent  manner  of  liv. 
ing  peculiar  to  the  Chinefe. 
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the  arriral  of  the  caravan.  But,  ledng  one  dzf  paft 
after  another,  and  nothing  done,  I  went,  on  the  ijdi, 
to  the  prefident,  to  pray  him  to  give  orders  for  repair- 
ing the  hotife,  at  the  leaft,  not  to  oppofe  my  dcxng  it 
at  my  own  ezpenc&t— But  his  anfwer  was,  he  would 

inftantly  hire  the  workmen,  and  it  (hould  be  repaked 
in  one  day.  And  thefe  promifes  were  daily  rqieated, 
as  well  by  my  mandarin  as  by  the  prefident,  till,  at 
length,  the  commiflary  arrived  with  the  caravan  at 
Pekin  on  the  29th.  As  it  rained  very  hard  during 
the  whole  day,  die  commiflary  found,  at  his  arrival, 
that  there  was  no  place  where  he,  or  any  of  his  peo- 
ple, could  be  covered  from  the  rain;  and  he  was 
obliged  to  let  all  the  baggage  of  the  caravan  remain 
in  the  court-yard,  without  being  able  to.  fecure  one 
fingle  parcel.  As  foon  as  the  caravan  was  entered 
into  my  court-yard,  they  reinforced  the  guard  at  the 
gate,  and  pofted  centinels  all  around  the  houfe,  to  fe- 
cure  us,  as  they  faid,  againft  thieves ;  but,  in  reality,  to 
prevent  our  commiffary's  having  any  opportunities  of 
trading  with  any  perfon  whatfoever,  till  fuch  time  as 
they  (hould  receive  the  merchandifes,  which  they 
might  pretend  to  have  occafion  for  his  Majefty  and 
the  court.  Befides  which,  they  ordered  two  manda- 
rins, with  a  clerk,  to  remain  in  our  houfe,  to  take 
good  care  that  no  merchandife  was  fold  on  credit,  and 
to  note  down  exaftly  the  names  of  all  that  fhould 
come  into,  or  go  out  of  our  houfe  ;  what  goods,  and 
how  much,  they  bought,  and  at  what  price. 

In  the  beginning  of  O&ober,  I  fent  again  to  the 
council,  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  repair  of  our  houfe* — 

UpOQ 
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ttpon  which  they  let  me  know,  the  6th,  by  a  clerk, 
Uiat  the  prefident  had  fent  a  courier  to  his  Majefty,  to 
be  informed  if  his  Majedy  would  be  pleafed  to  have 
bur  houfe  repaired  by  the  treafury,  or  if  it  was  our 
bufinefs  to  repair  it  j  the  Emperor,  by  virtue  of  the 
laft  convention  between  the  two  empires,  not  being 
bbliged  to  furnifli  any  thing  to  our  people.— Where- 
upon I  patiently  waited  till  the  I2th.  ^ 

The  workmen  came  at  length  to  make  the  repara-^ 
idon  fo  often  promifed  ;  but  it  was  done  fo  negligent- 
ly, that,  when  they  made  an  end,  there  was  little  al- 
teration  for  the  better^  The  commiffary  employed 
the  reft  of  this  month  to  unpack  the  goods,  that  he 
might  put  every  thing  in  order  againft  the  time  he 
ihould  be  permitted  to  begin  to  trade.  In  the  mean- 
while^ we  were  vifited  very  affiduoufly  by  four  man^^ 
darins,  who  pretended  to  be  deputed  from  the  court 
ta  receive  the  merchandifes  appropriated  for  his  Ma^ 
jefty,  demanding,  from  the  commiflary,  an  exad:  fpe- 
cification  of  all  the  goods  brought  by  the  caravan, 
that  they  might  chufe  what  was  ncceffary  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  court. -^  They  were  anfweredi  "  That 
they  need  not  exped  that  the  commifTary  would  give 
them  a  fpecification  of  all  he  had  in  the  caravan ;  hut 
that,  if  they  had  any  orders  of  the  court  for  us^  they* 
ought  to  produce  letters  of  credit^  addrefled  to  me  or 
the  commiifary  ;  or,  at  leaft,  to  let  us  fee  a  fpecifica-^ 
tion  of  the  goods  wanted,  figned  by  the  mafter  of  thd 
Wardrobe  of  the  Emperor,  whtreupon  they  ihould 
know  if  fuch  gockls  were  in  the  caravan  or  not.''— 
But  thefe  gentlemen  would  not  quit  their  demand  fo^ 
alledging,  ^  That  they  muft  go  according  to  th^^ 

3  O  €uftom» 
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cufloms  obferved  in  rimes  part,  when  the  commiffiuy 
of  every  caravan  had  been  obliged  to  give  fuch  a 
fpecificadon  to  thofe  deputed  bj  the  court  to  recetve 
the  goods  from  him ;  that  they  did  not  intend  to  be 
ferved  at  this  time  as  they  had  tieen  with  former  com- 
miflaries,  when  the  court  got  goods  of  but  indifferent 
quality,  after  the  beft  goods  had  been  difpofed  to  pri« 
vate  perfons  ;  that,  to  this  end,  they  fliould  be  care- 
ful to  examine  all  that  the  ccMnmiflary  had  brought, 
and  that  they  would  take  what  they  wanted,  for  the 
court,  out  of  the  beft  they  could  find,  particularly 

•  fables,  at  three  laen  per  pair,  as  ufual/'  The  com- 
mifTary,  feeing  thefe  people  pretend  to  infifl  on  his 
giving  them  goods  at  fuch  an  under  price,  craved 
from  me  the  protection  of  the  Czar,  our  comtnon 
mafter,  alledging  that  he  had  fables^  which  coft  him 
twenty  or  thirty  roubles  the  pair ;  and  that  it  was 
eafy  to  comprehend  what  market  be  fhould  make 
with  the  reft  of  his  goods,  if  he  fhould  be  obliged  to 
fell  the  fables  at  fuch  a  lofing  price, — Upon  which  I 

,  made  the  depuues  underftand,  ^  That  the  merchan- 
difes  of  the  caravan  did  hot  belong  to  the  commiflary 
nor  to  me,  and,  in  cafe  they  did,  it  was  not  to  be  fup- 
pofed  that  we  fhbuld  credit  them  at  all,  at  leaft  with- 
out their  bringing  a  fpecification  in  form,  figned  by 
the  perfon  who  hath  the  fuperintendance  of  thefe 
affairs  at  court.  But  that  did  not  fignify,  they  had 
only  to  bring  their  money,  and,  when  the  commiflary 
had  fhown  them  the  goods, .  he  would  fee  it  he  could 
agree  with  them." — ^Thefe  g^lemen  feemcd  to  take 
offence  at  this  anfwer.  Neverthelefs,  they  engaged 
at  hft  to  bring  luch  a  fpecifijcation ;  but  they  deferre4 

it 
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it  from  one  day  to  another.  In  the  mean  time,  they 
made  ufe  of  all  their  cunning  to  prevail  on  U8  to  de- 
liver them,  at  an  under  price,  all  the  goods  they 
thought  fit  to  take. 

The  I  ft  of  November,  having  fent  my  interpreter 
to  the  council,  to  defire  them  to  admit  the  commiiTary 
to  the  liberty  of  trading,  they  let  me  know,  in  an- 
fwer,  **  That  it  was  impoifible  to  do  it  before  the 
deputies  of  the  court  had  received  the  goods  they  had 
to  receive  for  his  Majefty." 

The  4th,  I  fpoke  of  this  affair,  not  only  with  my 
mandarin,  but  alfo  with  the  Kientu,  or  mandarins  ap- 
pointed to  our  houfe,  to  the  end  that  they  ihould  dif- 
pofe  thofe  people  to  give  us  their  fpecification,  in  or- 
der to  end  this  affiair.  The  fame  day  1  went  to  meet 
his  Majefty,  who  was  returning  from  the  hunting, 
and  met  him  on  the  5th  at  eighty  ly  from  Pekin,  at 
the  hot-baths  of  Tangzchang.  His  Majefty  told  me, 
"  That  he  had  received  news  from  Europe,  that  his 
Czarilh  Majefty  had  made  peace  with  Sweden,  by  the 
mediation  of  the  Roman  Emperor.** — After  which  he 
afked  me,  "  How  long  the  caravan  had  been  arri- 
^*  ved  ? — ^Upon  which  1  anfwered,  "  That  they  were, 
"  indeed,  fmce  the  29th  of  September,  at  Pekin ;  but 
**  the  commiffary  had  not  yet  got  permiffion  to 
«<  trade/* — ^Upon  which  his  Majefty,  difmilling  me, 
went  to  the  bath. 

I  muft,  on  this  occafion,  acquaint  the  reader  with 
the  cuftom  of  this  empire,  in  fuch  circumftaiices  as 
this  of  the  deputies  above  mentioned.  All  the  man- 
darins  that  are  charged  with  any  commiflion  of  the 
court,  be  it  to  fubjedts  or  foreigners,  are  named  and 

defpatchcd 
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defpatched  by  the  miniftiy.     When  fiich  eonmiffioQ 
13  finiihedy  thefe  people  are  oUiged  to  make  prefents, 
not  only  to  the  mioiiters,  but  alfo  to  the  prince:}  of  the 
blood,  to  the  end  that  they  may  not  give  them  too 
much  trouble,  and  that  they  may  keep  fomething  to 
themfdves.     They  have  no  cauTe  to  fear  that  the  peo- 
ple, with  whom  they  have  to  do  on  thefe  mii&ons, 
will  find  accefs  to  the  minifters,  or  that  e\'er  a  fe«- 
rious  inquiry  will  be  made  into  their  conduct ;  which 
is  fo  true,  that  no  perfon  will  readily  undertake  to 
make  complaints  of  their  tricks,  becaufe  there  is  no 
reparation  to  be  expeded.     No  perfon  can  carry  his 
complaints  diredly  to  the  Emperor,  but  they  mu(t 
abfolutely  be  made  by  the  miniilers,  or  thofe  who 
hold  the  fir  ft  office  of  the  palace,  or  the-  chamber  of 
his  Majefty  ;  and  thefe  gentlemen  are  fo  clofcly  linked 
to  the  interefts  of  the  other  great  lords  of  the  empire, 
that,  whatever  party  the  fufferer  may  addrefs  himlelf 
to,  he  will  certainly  remain  the  dupe  of  the  afiiur. 

The  fame  day,  the  deputies  endeavoured  again  tQ 
get  fome  goods  from  us,  while  the  fpecification  might 
be  made  out ;  but  their  defign  did  not  take  effect. 

The  9th;  I  fpoke  again  to  the  mandarins  of  the 
council  concerning  our  caravan ;  but  I  could  get  no 
other  anfwcr,  biit  that  this  affair  regarded  the  depu* 
ties  of  the  court  only. 

The  1 4th,  when  I  would  have  gone  out  myfelf  to 
the  council,  the  guard,  at  our  gate,  ftopped  me,  un- 
der  pretext  that  the  four  mandarins,  deputies  from 
the  court,  had  ordered,  that  no  perfon  fhould  be  fuf- 
fered  to  go  out  till  the  goods,  which  they  ought  to 
Juave  for  the  court,  were  firll  delivered.— Though  1 

paffc4 


gaffed  in  ^te  of  the  guard,  I  was  nev^rtheleTs  olv 
)%ed  to  return  without  doing  any  thing,  as  the  fvefi* 
dadt  w^  not  in  the  city. 

The  15th,  I  ient  my  interpreter  to  the  council  «0 
receive  the  relbhitiofi  of  the  prefident,  upon  i^'hat  I 
had  reprefeuted  the  day  before ;  and  as  he  found  him 
not  there,  but  was  told  he  was  at  home,  he  went 
thither  to  fpeak  with  hkn,  and  brought  nie  the  an« 
fwer  following  :  **  That  the  prefident  would  t^kc  cart 
t^t  d»^  affair  fliould  be  ended  out  of  hand  \  that,  to 
this  end,  it  was  neyeithelefs  neceiTary,  that  the  com« 
ttuffary  fliould  put  a  reafcmable  price  upon  hia 
goods/*— He  defired  further  my  interpreter  to  teflj' 
me,  that,  at  this  feafon^  he  was  rarely  at  home,  be^ 
esmfe  he  was  obliged  to  b^  all  day  long  at  Czchaa*. 
2Bcbumnienne  attending  his  Majefty  \  that,  when  I 
ftould  have  any  affair  to  propofe  to  him,  I  flioukl 
communicate  the  fiune,  by  my  interpreter,  to  the^ 
mandarins  of  the  council,  who  would  not  &il  mak« 
ing  him  the  neceliary  report  unmediately* 

The  16th,  the  deputy  mandarins  having  made  up, 
according  to  their  own  fancy,  a  ijpecification  of  mer- 
chandifes  to  be  received  by  them  for  the  provifion  of 
his  Majefty  and  the  court,  they  came  to  prefent  it  to 
us,  in  order,  by  means  of  this  impofition,  to  get  a 
large  parcel  of  goods  from  us. 

But  the  1 7th,  this  fpecification  being  tranflated  into 
the  Rufs  language,  we  found  that  the  quantity  of 
merchandife  which  they  demanded  was  much  too 
large  to  be  agreed  to. — ^For  which  reafon,  it  was  alk- 
ed  of  them,  "  From  whom  this  fpecification  was  fent 
to  us  ?  and  who  made  it  out  ?"   Upon  which,  after 
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many  tarns  and  tergiverfations,  employed  to  no  pnr- 
pofe,  they  were  at. length  fcnrced  to  acknowledge  that 
it  was  of  their  own  forming ;  it  being  their  opinion, 
that  fuch  a  quantity  would  be  wanting  for  the  ufe  of 
the  court.— But,  in  making  this  avowal,  they  did  not 
^il  to  make  the  commifTary  apprehend,  '^  That  he 
need  not  flatter  himfelf  with  a  liberty  of  trading  with 
^y  perfon,  before  they  (hould  receive  all  that  was 
contained  in  the  fpecification.'' 
,  The  1 8ih,  the  alegada  being  come  to  our  houie  to 
buy  fome  goods,  I  befougbt  turn  to  remember  the 
promifes  which  his  Majefty  had  been  fo  good  to  make 
tp  Mr  de  Ifmayloff  on  the  fubjed  of  freedom  of  com« 
xnerce,  feeing,  that  by  the  courfe  which  affairs  t«ok  at 
prefent,  it  lopked  as  if  they  were  entirely  forgot.*-* 
But  he  gave,  me  for  an  anfwer  to  all,  ^^  That  it  was 
^a  a£Fair  that  did  not  in  the  lead  regard  him,  and  that 
I  had  none  but  the  council  to  addrefs  myfelf  to  *•" 

The  2 2d,  I  fent  my  interpreter  to  the  council  with 
a  memorial  on  the  fubjeA  of  this  aflEair ;  but  the  man* 

darins 


*  In  China  all  is  done  by  the  difpoiition  of  different  coUeges» 
CO  'whofe  cognizance  the  affairs  may  belong ;  it  not  being  per- 
mitted to  addre(s  the  court  dired^ly,  upon  any  afikir  whatever. 
In  the  time  of  the  laft  Chinefe  Emperor,  thefe  colleges  were  fo 
abfolute,  that,  on  many  occafions,  the  Emperor  himfelf  dared 
not  middle  with  their  decrees ;  but,  fince  the  Tartar  princes 
have  been  in  pofTeflion  of  the  throne  of  China,  they  are  not 
much  regarded  ;  witnefs  the  exercife  of  all  forts  of  foreign  rct 
ligions  publicly  authorifed,  and  the  allowance  of  a  Ruflian 
agent  at  Pekin,  agreed  to  by  the  fole  good  pleafure  of  the  Em- 
peror, in  oppofition  to  the  remonftrances  of  his  mmifters,  and 
to  tb^  conftitution  of  the  govenunent  of  China. 
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darins  he  found  there  refufed  to  receive  it,  under 
the  pretext,  that  they  muft  have  before- hand  the  or-< 
ders  of  the  preiident  thereupon,  and  know  from  him 
"whether  they  fhouW  receive  jit  or,  not. 

The  fame  day  the  foiir  deputies,  being  come  to  fee 
XLSj  gave  u9  ta  underiland,  ^^  That  the  ufusd  time  of 
keeping  the  comnuifary  at  home  bebg  nigh  finifhed, 
they  were  come  to  commence  a  trade  with  him,  and 
to  know  how  much  he  demanded  for  each  fort  of 
merchandife,  to  the  end  that,  after  they  had  finiihed 
their  bargain  with  him,  they  might  then  declare  our 
houfe  free  for  every  body  to  enter.'* — Whereupon  I 
demanded  of  them,  "  Wha  could  have  authorifed 
them  to  fhut  i^,  in  the  manner  ufual  with  ilav^s,  for 
any  time,  the  fubje£t$  of  (o  potent  a  monarch  as  was 
the  Czar  my  mafter  ?*' — ^But  thefe  gentlemai,  not 
finding  it  proper  to  anfwer  fo  ticklifh  a  queftion^  con^ 
tented  themfelve^  with  faying,  ^^  That  it  would  be 
well  for  the  commiflary  to  refolve  to  give  them  the 
merchandife  they  required,  and  that  at  a  reafonable 
price,  unlefs  he  would,  out  of  wantonnefs,  involve 
himfelf  in  expences  which  would  much  exceed  the 
profit  he  thought  to  make  by  his  obfUnacy ;  and  that^ 
in  the  ittuati(Xi  be  was^  being  obliged  to  feed  his  peo- 
ple at  his  own  ezpence,  he  a&ed  diredly  contrary  to 
his  own  interefts,  not  to  clofe  affairs^  with  them.*' — 
Thereupon  I  defired  to  know,  "  If  they  had  orders 
to  prefs  us,  in  fo  violent  a  maimer,  to  deliver  them  the 
mer<ihandifes«'' — ^Upon  which  they  anfwered,  "  No  ^ 
and  that  they  were  come  to  deal  with  the  commiflary^ 
but  that  he  muft  let  them  have  the  beft  goods  at  fuch, 
^ces  as  the  court  always  paid."     The  commiflary, 

'to 
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to  make  his  hft  emnt^  ofiaod  tiiem  mt^rhswiAiCpf^  of 
the  fiune  qitalitj  as  thofe  which  the  aunt  had  rccdr- 
ed  at  ocfaer  dmes^  without  adTandng  the  price  ;  bat 
that  did  not  clofe  the  aiair. — Thej  went  awaj,  lay- 
higy  they  would  confult  together,  to  fee  if  it  was  feafi- 
*  ble  for  them  to  augment  the  price  of  the  goods  abore 
that  which  the  court  had  always  given. 

Soon  afto*  diey  came  from  the  council  to  inquire 
for  my  interpreter,  to  communicate  to  him  the  an- 
fwer  of  the  prefident  concerning  my  memorial. — Upon 
which  I  fent  him  diredUy  with  the  faid  memorial,  no 
way  doubting,  but,  after  what  the  prefident  had  him- 
felf  told  him,  it  would  be  receired  at  once« — ^But,  on 
his  return,  he  acqusdnted  me,  that  the  prefident  had 
ordered  a  mandarin  to  let  me  know  the  anfwer,  which 
I  wrote,  word  for  word,  from  the  mouth  of  my  inter* 
preter*  ^^  I  applied  to  the  allegamba  on  the  fubjed 
of  the  memorial  of  the  agent,  and  he  not  only  forbid 
us  to  receive  the  faid  memorial,  but  alfo  charged  me 
to  tell  the  agent  that  which  he  had  formerly  told  Mr 
de  Ifmayloff,  viz.  That  commerce  is  looked  upon  by 
as  with  contempt,  and  as  a  very  trifling  objed ;  that 
the  agent  himfelf  was  not  ignorant  that  we  had  long 
refufed  to  admit  the  prefent  caravan,  and  moft  cer- 
tainly  (hould  never  have  confented  to  its  admittance 
into  China,  if  his  Majefly  had  not  fuiFered  himfelf  to 
be  perfuaded  to  it,  at  the  reiterated  inftanees  of  Mr  de 
Ifmayloff.**  That  the  allegamba  had,  at  the  feme 
time,  added  thefe  words  :— ***  Thefe  merchant  comer 
here  to  enrich  themfelves,  not  our  people,  which  is 
eafy  to  be  feen,  becaufe  they  pretend  themfelves  to 
fix  the  price  of  their  oym  goods,  Aat  they  may  fell 

them 
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them  the  deaar6r.-^For  thefe  reafons,  go  tell  the  agent, 
that  ^e  fhall  not  only  refilfe  to  receive  the  faid  iriemo- 
rial,  but  that,  in  future,  ;.he  need  not  giye  himfelf  the 
tmuble  of  propofitig  any  thing  to  bs  that  may  be  re- 
lative to  commerce,  becaufe  we  will  not  fembalrafs 
ourfelves  hereaftet  with  the  merchants  of  Ruflia/* 
Whereupon  bur  confinement  continued  fnuch  the 
fame  as  beforfe ;  ihfomuch,  that  it  was  only  permitted 
to  the  domeftics  df  the  firft  minifter,  of  the  prefident, 
and  a  cletk  df  the  wardrobe,  to  enter  oUr  houfe, 
which  they  did  very  frequently,  and,  in  all  appcar- 
ancie,  to  fpy  what  paffed  in  our  quarters,  in  hopes 
that  Vve  fhould  be  obliged,  at  length,  to  fubmit  out* 
trade  to  theif  difcfetion. 

The  25th,  I  undefftood  that  the  brigadier,  who, 
till  that  time,  had  the  charge  of  the  guard  at  our 
houfe,  was  reftored  to  the  good  graces  of  the  Empe- 
ror ;  aitd  that  his  Majefty  had  made  him  grand  mar^ 
fhall  of  the  court,  with  the  command  in  chief  of  th^ 
army  which  this  monarch  keeps  in  the  country  of  tlie 
Mongalls  *.*' — ^Whereupon  I  repaired  immediately  to 
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•  The  Mongalls  are  Tartar  Pagans,  who  dwell  to  the  north 
of  China. — They  arc  divided  into  two  branches,  of  which  the 
firft  is  that  of  the  Eaftern,  or  ©f  the-  Northern  Mongalls,  or  the 
Nieuchu,  who  inhabit  towards  the  coafts  of  the  fea  of  Japan, 
between  the  river  Amoor  and  the  Grand  Wall  j  thefe  are  the* 
natural  fubje^s  of  the  Tartar- hoafe  which  at  prcfent  fills  tlis 
throne  of  China ;  and  are  tlie  very  people,  who,  in  the  lafl 
centurjr,  made  themfelvcs  fnafters  of  the  empire  of  China. — 
They  arc  brought  up  in  eitreme  grofs  idolatryj  and  have  in  U 

manner 
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his  houfe,  to  pay  my  compliinents ;  and  having  found 
an  opportunity,  at  the  fame  time,  of  acquainting  him 
with  what  had  paiTed  regarding  the  four  mandarins 
deputed  from  the  court ;  he  gave  me  his  word  that  he 
would  go  to  court  that  day,  to  inform  himfelf  circum* 
ftantially  of  that  affair  ;  and  that^  afterwards,  he 
would  order  them  to  receive  what  might  be  abfolute- 
ly  neceffary  for  his  Majefty  and  the  court  without 
further  delay. — ^He,  at  the  fame  time,  feemed  to  be 
extremely  furprifed  at  the  condud  of  his  brother  the 
allegamba  on  this  occafion. 

The  27th,  the  firft  minifter  being  come  to  our 
houfe,  to  Idme,  "  That  he  xmderftood  the  interdi^  on 
our  houfe  was  not  taken  off,  and  defired  me  to  acquaint 
him  with  the  caufe  of  it.** — ^Upon  which  I  made  an- 
fwer,  *'  That  I  had,  for  a  long  time,  endeavoured  to 
find  it  out,  but  I  could  find  no  perfon  who  would 
feem  to  know  it.  Neverthelefs  it  muft,  in  time,  be 
cleared  up,  feeing  it  was  a  notorious  injuflice  to  keep 
a  caravan  (hut  up  fo  long,  that  came  upon  the  faith 
of  treaties  folemnly  ratified." — He  replied  thereupon, 
**  That  the  court,  for  a  long  time,  refolved  to  admit 
no  caravans,  becaufe  all  the  merchants,  who  had 

traded 


manner  no  religion. — ^Thcy,  for  the  greateft  part,  dwell  in 
towns  and  villages,  and  apply  themfelves  to  agriculture.  The 
fecond  branch  is  that  of  the  Weftern  Mongalls,  otherwife  called 
Calchies. — ^Thefe  la(l  are  only  under  the  protedion  of  China,, 
without  being  entirely  fubjefts,  having  their  own  proper  Chan. 
They  live  in  tents,  and  fubfld  by  their  cattle,  without  cuUiva^ 
ting  their  laiids«-<-Their  religion  is  the  worfhip  of  the  Delay- 
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traded  with  the  Ruflfes,  were  reduced  to  the  lowed 
ebb,  by  the  very  great  quantity  of  Rufs  goods  v^hich 
were  at  prefent  in  China ;  that  it  was  on  the  very 
ftrong  inftances  which  Mr  de  IfmaylofF  had  made,  as 
well  to  the  court  as  to  the  council,  offering,  for  this 
purpofe,  that  the  commiffary  and  his  people  fhould 
fubfift,  for  the  future,  at  their  own  expence  j  that,  in 
the, end,  they  had  admitted  the  prefent  caravan ;  that 
the  commiffary,  fo  far  from  having  any  regard  to 
thefe  •  circumftances,  refufed  now  to  take  the  ufual 
prices,  that  had  been  offered  him  for  the  merchandife 
which  the  court  had-  occafion  for,  and  infifted  on  a 
very  high  price  for  them  ;  that  he  wifhed  1  would 
bring  the  commiffary  to  reafon  in  this  affair,  and  let 
him  know  the  refult.*' — Upon  which  I  told  him, 
**  That  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  putting  a  new  price 
on  goods  which  the  commiffary  had  in  commifEon ; 
that  it  did  not  depend  on  me,  as  it  was  the  commiffary 
who  was  to  account  for  the  goods  with  which  he  was 
entrufted,  who  would  not  permit  any  other  befides 
himfelf,  who  fold  them,  to  fet  a  price  ;  that,  as  to 
what  regarded  the  admiffion  of  the  caravan,  it  was 
flipulated  long  before  Mr  de  Ifmayloff's  arrival  at 
Pekin,  and  there  could  not  the  leaft  alteration  be 
made  in  it,  without  fliaking  the  foundations  of  the 
treaties  concluded  between  the  two  empires  ;  and  fup- 
pofing  any  alteration  was  to  be  made,  it  could  not  be 
done  but  by  mutual  confent,  and  after  deputies  ap- 
pointed for  this  purpofe  by  the  two  empires,  fliould 
have  examined  this  affair  to  the  bottom,  and  made  a 
new  plan  of  conventipn."-^This  anfwer  feemed  to 

nettk 


484  JOUflNAL    OE 

nettle  the  minlfter,  \eho  broke  up  the  coQverfiitbaf 
and  ordered  the  coramiiTary  to  ihow  him  fome  goodi. 

D.ecember,  the  four  mandarii^  deputed  from  the 
court,  finding,  at  length,  that  we  rather  chofe  to  have 
our  confinement  continue,  than  to  fuhmit  to  thpr  im^ 
reafonable  pretenfion$  -,  and  that,  on  the  other  haud^ 
the  grand  marfhall  of  the  court  interefted  hiroielf 
ilrongly  in  our  favour,  and  would  abfolujtely  have  an 
end  of  this  affair,  the  interdict  on  our  houfe  wa&  at 
laft  taken  off. 

And  the  2d  of  this  month,  the  council  made  pub- 
lication, that  it  was  permitted  to  aU  perlbn$  to  come 
and  trade  with  us  ;  but  they  ufed  one  pi/ec^  pft  chi-- 
canery,  which  hurt  us  muclv„  and  reaULy  kept  off  aU 
the  merchants  ;  for,  when  tbcy  perceived  the.  nier- 
chants  beg?A  to  refort  to  our  houfe,  they  made  kxiowa 
to  them,  "  That  no  perfon  (hould  carry  out  the  leaft 
thing,  of  what  they  bought  at  our  houfe,  without 
jfhowing  it  firft  to  the  four  mandarins-deputies,,  to  the 
end  that  they  might  take  what  they  found  proper  for 
the  ufe  of  the  court/* — This  notification  took  away 
from  the  merchants  all  defire  of  trading  with  us,  fee- 
ing they  were  affured  of  being  great  fufferers  if  they 
were  obliged  to  pafs  through  the  hands  of  thefe 
greedy  mandarins  ;  which  made  me  acqujiinted>  more 
than  any  thing  elfe,  with  the  mifery  of  the  profeflion 
of  a  merchant  in  China,  who  are  obliged  to  depend, 
on  the  difcretipn  of  mandarins  and  foldiqrs,  who  have 
none.  But  the  poyamba  or  grand  mai&all  of  the 
court,  having  been  inforn^ed.  of  it,  had  the  goodpefs 
^0  remedy  this  ne;w  grievance,  ordering  the  mandarins 

not 


^   Ma    DX     I^AKOB*  4I5 

not  to  take  any  thii^  for  tjie  nfe  cyf  the  cfmit,  firont 
any  other  perfon  than  hem  tbe  ottoimffiBry*  For  dos 
piirpofe  1^  fent>  at  tdse  iame  time^  tus  ftetrard  ^th 
thcrn^  tQ  the  ccmmSbry:^  toi  tdtt  him^  ^^  That  he  cane 
wkh  tbeno^  by  oeder  oi  his  inaftef^  to  fee  how  mvush, 
2iM  ythsit  forts  of  Hie»dkaQflkife&  thefe  gentlemen  ^muU 
taln^Qs  to  the  9n4  that  they  migbt  moke  him  aa  cxafir 
report"— ^Whefcis^n  tbey  vere  ftowii»  die  goods  ;r 
but  tbey  a&ed  &  much  upoa  the  veferve,  in  ppefenee 
of  this  maa>  that  they  took  in  all  but  a  wry  middlings 
parcel  of  good&  Neveirthelefe,  thia  cNd  no^  preveiKf 
th^ir  reps^riiLg  evary  day  to.  our  boafr,  ta  take  fronp 
the  ChinefQ  mer chsoits  whaH  goodie  they  thoughli  pro- 
per. And  tbs  more  to  counteraift  our  trade^  tfts* 
mm&Ty  had  rq^reiented  to  the  Emperor^  t&al!  dtenr 
had  beeu  brought^  during  many  yeazsr,  horn  yeav  ta 
year,  into  his  Majefty's  magazines  of  fur,  a  much 
greater  quantity  of  fables  than  were  neceflary  for  the 
coBiumption  of  the  court ;  and  that,  as  this  quantity 
augmented  annually,,  it  was  better  that  his-  Majefly 
ibould  order  fome  of  them  to  be  ibid,  than;  ta  1st 
them  lie  and  fpoil. 

The  i^th,  13th,  and  r4th,  many  Chinefe  mer- 
chants, ?ind  other  perfons  from  the  great  houfes,  and 
ordinary  people  of  Pekin,  having  come  to  our  houfe^ 
ventured  to  buy  fome  fquirrel  fkins,  and  other  goods 
of  fmall  value,  in  order  to  difcover  the  true  deflgns  of 
the  mandarins  who  kept  themfelves  at  our  houfe ;  tljey 
did  not  oppofe  them  until  they  had  fixed  their  bargains;, 
but,  when  the  bargains  were  concluded,  they  fignified. 
^o  them  that  they  were  not  to  carry  out  any  of  the: 

thingis 


486  JOURKAL     Of 

things  thqr  had  bought,  tfll  thej  flRmkl  choofe  the 
beft  of  what  they  had  for  the  court 

The  i5tb,  as  they  were  2f>prifed  at  the  court  and 
council  that  we  had  begun  to  trade,  they  pubyfhed 
that  they  would  fell,  at  reafonable  prices,  30,000 
iables,  out  of  the  fur-magazines  of  the  Emperor; 
whereupon  all  thofe  who  had  begun  to  trade  with  us 
went  to  fupply  themfelves  there ;  fome  for  fear  of  the 
chicanery  of  the  mandarins,  others  in  hopes  of  buying 
cheaper  there  than  with  us.— In  (hort,  they  fold,  by 
what  I  could  afterwards  learn,  the  beft  fables  at  two 
one^half  laen,  middling  at  one  one-half  laen  to  one, 
and  the  leaft  at  90  fun ;  but  thefe  were  not  Siberia 
fables,  but  thofe  of  the  Tongufes  *,  under  the  domi- 
nions of  China,  taken  about  the  border  of  the  river 
Amoorf ,   of  which  they  fumifh  annually  a  quantity 

to 


_  _  » 

•  The  Tongufes  are  a  Pagan  people  of  the  nortli  of  Afia, 
ivfao  are  very  probably  the  defcendants  of  the  Tartars.  Ther 
occupy  a  great  proportion  of  the  eaftern  parts  of  Siberia  ;  and 
fome  branches  of  this  people  extend  themfcWes  even  to  the 
fouthem  banks  of  the  river  Amoor.  The  laft  party  of  the 
Tongufes  is  fubje£t  to  China* ;  all  the  other  Tongufes  are  fub- 
je^s  of  Rullia.     Vide  Hiftoire  Genealog.  des  Tartarcs. 

t  The  river  Amoor  is  one  of  the  largeil  rivers  in  AGa.  It 
tsjces  its  rife  in  the  country  of  the  Mongall&y  near  the  river 
Selinga»  and  running  from  thence  eaftwardi  it  makes  the  fron* 
tier  of  thefe  parts  between  Eaftern  Siberia  and  the  Oriental 
Mongalls ;  and,  after  a  courfe  of  more  than  300  German 
leagues*  ic  diicharge$  itfelf  into  the  fea  of  Japan,  in  lat.  ^ 
dlegrees  north. 
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to  the  magazines  of   his   Majefty*      The  country 
whence  thefe  fables  are  brought  is  called  SoUoni. 

The  1 6th,  I  was  informed  that,  notwithftanding 
the  court  had  confented  to  a  free  commerce  between 
the  two  nations,  free  of  all  duties,  the  mandarins  be- 
longing  to  our  houfe  had  given  the  ftrifteft  orders  to 
our  guard,  not  to  let  any  the  leaft  thing  of  ai;iy  kind  be 
brought  into  our  houfe,  without  producing  a  billet 
from  them  ;  and  fuch  a  billet  coft  them  30  zfchoffes, 
which  make  about  four  fun. — ^But  thofe  who  would 
have  free  ingrefs  and  egrefs  to  our  houfe  to  trade, 
were  obliged,  once  for  all,  to  make  a  fixed  agreement 
with  them,  either  for  a  certain  limited  time,  or  for  the 
whole  time  we  might  ftay  at  Pekin ;  upon  which  they 
received  a  billet,  which  entitled  them  to  come  into, 
and  go  out  of  our  houfe,  as  often  as  they  pleafed. — 
All  thofe  who  refiifed  to  pay  in  this  manner  for  the 
freedom  of  entry  into  our  houfe,  were  fent  back,  as 
people  who  came  to  our  houfe  to  borrow,  or  perhaps 
Ileal  on  occafion. 

The  1 7th,  my  mandarin  being  come  to  fee  me,  I 
told  him,  "  That  I  was  very  glad  to  learn  that  the 
court  had  alfo  begun  to  enter  into  trade,'  which  they 
had  before  looked  upon  as  fo  contemptible  a  thing 
with  them,  that  they  always  reproached  us  with  the 
little  importance  of  it ;  that,  fmce  his  Majefty  had 
given  fuch  authentic  marks  of  the  efteem  he  had  for 
commerce,  I  hoped  that,  in  time  to  come,  they  would 
fpeak  of  it  with  more  circumfpe£lion*" — Whereupon 
he  replied,  "  That  it  was  not  with  a  view  of  intereft 
that  the  Emperor  had  ordered  the  fables  to  be  fold 
that  I  fpoke  of,  but  that  the  fale  was  made  purely  be- 

caufe. 


488  JOUAJTAL     OF 

catife,  having  fo  great  a  quantity  of  thai  tn.hid  inaga« 
zines,  he  tfaooght  it  better  to  order  them  to  be  fold, 
than  that  they  ihould  lie  there  till  rotten/' — I  there- 
upon told  him,  ^  That  if,  at  the  court  of  bk  CzariJh 
Majefty,  and  in  his  empire,  they  could  make  tife  of 
all  the  furs  which  the  country  fumifhed,  they  would 
probably  fee  very  few  of  them  in  Chuuu"— After 
which,  I  demanded  of  him,  ^<  If  it  was  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  Emperor  that  the  mandarins  placed 
at  our  gate,  fold  to  the  people,  wlio  had  bufinefs  with 
US,  permits  of  paflage  in  and  out,  and  abfolutely  de- 
nied entrance  to  our  houfe  to  thofe  who  would  not 
pay  for  thofe  permits  ?*' — I  would  likewife  be  inform- 
ed by  him,  <^  What  was  the  meaning  that  the  four 
mandarins,  deputies  of  the  court,  were  continually  iii 
bur  houfe  r*— His  anfwer  to  which  was,  "  That  the 
Emperor  knew  nothing  of  it,  nor  did  any  perfon  dare 
to  tell*  him  of  it ;  the  alegada  having  ^ven  them  leave 
to  fell  fuch  permits,  as  a  fmall  cafual  profit ; .  that^  as 
to  the  mandarin-deputies,  they  were  ignorant  of  the 
confequence  of  what  they  did.*' — ^Whereupon  I  told 
him,  at  the  conclusion,  '^  That  I  did  not  comprehend 
why  the  miniftcrs  were  fo  averfe  to  us  in  every  thing, 
even  to  the  refufing  to  fee  us,  or  receive  our  memo- 
rials j  that  I  wiihed,  with  all  my  heart,  that  they 
fliould  not  carry  it  fo  far,  as  to  oblige  me  to  carry 
my  complaints  to  the  perfon  of  the  Bogdoi-Chan 
direft  j  and  further,  that  I  afked  nothing  but  what 
was  conform  to  treaties,  and  that,  if  the  treaties  were 
to  fubfift  in  their  full  force  between  the  two  empires, 
diere  was  an  abfolate  neceffity  to  hear  what  I  had  to 
£iy,  and  to  give  fuch  refojutions  as  they  ihould  think 

proper. 
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proper,  upon  the  memorials  which  I  fliould,  from 
time  to  time,  prefent  them  on  the  occafion." 

The  latter  end  of  this  month,  his  Majefty  made  a 
tour  to  Caifa,  which  is  a  palace,  with  a  fine  park, 
fome  lys  to  the  fouth  of  Pekin,  where  he  pafled  fcjpie 
weeks  ;  Avhich  was  the  occafion  that  nothing  remark-* 
able  pafled,  during  this  time,  between  the  minifters 
and  me. 

The  15th  of  January  17212,  the  guard  at  our  gate 
refufed  entrance  to  fome  carts  of  hay  which  my  peo- 
ple had  bought,  becaufe  the  peafants  had  not  billets 
of  pafTage,  and  they  would  not  give  any  thing  to  the 
foldiers ;  and,  notwithflanding  I  fent  to  advertife  the 
mandarins,  and  officers  who  commanded  the  guard  at 
our  gate,  of  this  infolence  of  the  guard,  they,  not- 
withflanding, drove  away  the  peafants  with  their  hay. 
I  complained  of  it  to  my  mandarin,  but  to  little  pur- 
pofe. 

The  1 6th,  after  having  received  the  news  of  the 
perpetual  peace,  concluded  between  his  Czarifh  Ma- 
jefly  and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  I  caufed  Te  Deum  to 
be  fung  in  the  church  o[  St  Nicolas,  and  celebrated 
the  refl  of  the  day  in.feflivity. 

The  2d  of  February,  and  according  to  cuflom,  I 
offered  fome  prefents  to  his  Majefly  on  the  new  year, 
which  is  a  ceremony  that  mufl  be  obferved  by  every 
perfon  vefled  with  any  public  charader,  unlefs  he 
would  expofed  himfelf  to  a  general  cenfure.  His 
Majefty  received  my  little  prefents  very  gracioufly, 
and  prefented  me,  in  return,  with  fome  of  all  the  forts 
of  game  he  had  taken  at  the  hunting  tl><  laft  au- 

3  Q^  '  tumn, 
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tumn  *y  and  of  a  good  number. of  iheep  ;  and  it  is  in 
this  manner  that  his  Majefty  is  accuftomed  to  regale 
annually,  at  the  clofe  of  the  year,  thofe  people  of  his 
court  that  he  would  diftinguifh. 

The  4th,  which  is  the  laft  day  of  the  Chinefe  year, 
the  court  ended  the  year  with  a  feaft,  which  was  very 
Ihort,  becaufo  his  Majefty  was  but  juft<recovered  from 
a  fit  of  illnefs  which  he  had  laboured  under.  On  this 
occafion,  I  had  the  honour  of  fitting  over  againft  his 
Majefty,  at  fome  diftance  from  the  throne ;  and  this 
place  is  a  little  below  the  feat  of  the  princes  of  the 
blood,  but  above  that'  of  the  mandarins  of  the  firft 
clafs.  The  feaft  beings  finifhed,  and  his  Majefty  re- 
tired, the  mafter  of  ceremonies  came  to  tell  me,  that 
I  might  be  difpenfed  with  coming  the  next  day,  being 
new  year's  day,  to  court,  to  pay  my  compliments  to 
his  Majefty,  feeing  it  was  the  cuftom  of  the  princes  of 
the  blood,  and  mandarins  of  the  empire,  to  be  all 
ftinged  in  the  court  of  the  caftle  that  day,  eyery  one 
according  to  his  ranlf,  where,  as  I  was  a  foreigner,  I 
could  have  no  rank. 

The  14th,  the  firft  minifter  gave  me  and  the  com- 
miflary  a  dinner.  On  which  occafion  there  paffed 
nothing  remarkable,  unlefs  that  he  aiked  me,  "  If  I 
was  not  to  return  with  the  caravan  ?"  Which  made 
me  think  they  had  already  fettled  this  affair  at  court. 
1  anfwered  him  thereuppn,  ^'  Tl^at  it  did  not  depend 

ou 


*  The  Mongall§,  and  pthcr  Pagan  Tartars,  ha ve  a  |9articular 
irethod  for  drying  all  forts  of  flefli,  by  the  air  and  the  fun, 
which  entirely  prevents  their  periftiing  ;  by  which  means  xbjSf 
l^pep  wildfowl  from  one  year  to  nnother. 


bn  my  plcafure  to  leatre  the  court,  where  the  Czar^ 
my  mafter,  had  fent  mc  to  refide,  till  he  Ihould  re- 
tal  me." 

The  1 8th  and  19th,-  his  Majefty  caufed  the  cele- 
bration of  the  feafl  of  Lanthorns,  which  had  been 
annually  celebrated,  at  the  court  of  China,  for  above 
2000  years.  This  feafl:  was  folemnized  at  Czchan- 
2ch\imnienne  with  great  magnificence.  During  the 
grand  entertainment,  which  was  that  day  at  court, 
they  reprefented  all  forts  of  plays,  and  other  diverting 
fliows;  and,  at  night,  they  exhibited  grand  fire- 
works ;  which,  joined  to  fo  many  illuminations,  and 
to  the  prodigious  quantity  of  lanthoms,  adorned  with 
figures,  and  diverfified  with  all  forts  of  colours,  cauf- 
ed a  furprifing  agreeable  view,  during  the  darknefs  of 
the  night  *.  They  placed  me,  on  this .  occafion,  the 
fame  as  they  did  the  lafl:  time  at  Pekin,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  fome  paces  from  the  Empjeror*s  throne. 

The  20th,  being  returned  to  Pekin,  fbmc  of  the 
principal  of  the  Korea  merchants  came  to  fee  me^ 
but,  when  they  would  have  entered  my  apartment, 
fome  of  the  foldiers  who  accompanied  them  oppofed 
it ;  and  they  narrowly  efcaped  the  lafh  of  the  foldiers 
whips,  who  had  lifted  them  againft  thofe  merchants. 

—Upon 


*  The  Chincfe  arc  accuAomed  to  be  at  very  great  expence 
at  this  feftival,  in  fire-works  and  in  lanthoms,  having  lanthorns 
that  will  cod  them  1^0,000  laen»  and  upwards.  The  lire  of  their 
rockets  is  aHb  remarkably  beautiful. — The  variety  and  liveli-* 
lie^  of  their  colours  furpafs  the  European  perforn:iances  £pf 
xaii^  that  we  are  obliged  to  own  they  excel  us  in  thefe  paf* 
form^cesv 
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—Upon  which  I  prefendy  ordered  them  to  be  heptf 
by  our  people,  in  the  court  before  my  houfe,  to  wait 
there  till  the  merchants  (hould  go  out  of  my  houfe. 
And  I,  at  the  fame  time,  gave  rhem  to  underftand, 
that  they,  for  the  future,  would  do  wifely  not  to  make 
ufe  of  their  whips  at  my  houfe.  After  which,  the 
merchants  indeed  entered  into  my  apartment,  but 
dared  not  make  any  ftay  there,  for  being  infulted  by 
the  foldiers  that  efcorted  them  •.  The  civility  with 
which  I  received  them,  and  to  which  they  had  nor 
been  ufed  with  the  Chinefe,  made  them  have  a  de- 
fire  of  being  more  acquainted  with  me. — ^For  they 
came  again  on  the  2 2d,  before  my  houfe,  but  the 
guard  at  the  gate  refufcd  them  entrance. 

During  the  month  of  March,  we  continued  our 
trade,  as  much  as  the  mandarins  and  foldiers  of  our 
guard  would  permit.  There  paffed  nothing  elfe  re- 
markable, unlcfs  that  the  commiflary  having  fent  a 
clerk  of  the  caravan  towards  the  deferts  to  fee  in  what 
condition  the  horfcs  were,  which  were  left  there  in 

thefr 


*  The  Chinefe  being  accuftomed  to  treat  the  inhabitantt  of 
Korea  with  great  roughncfs,  and  Jiavmg  prohibited  them  all 
correfpondence  with  foreign  nations,  it  is  not  to  be  expeded 
that  they  fliould  relax  tlieir  hard  treatment  of  them  for  the  fake 
of  a  minifter  of  the  court  of  RuflTia  ;  which  is,  as  it  were,  the 
only  power  who  could  fupport  the  inhabitants  of  Korea,  if  they 
fliould  ever  be  dcfirous  of  throwing  oflF  the  Chinefe  yoke ;  leeing 
iUaI,  by  die  river  Amoor,  the  Ruflians  c<mld  fall  down  into  the 
ports  of  Korea,  without  a  poflibility  of  the  Chinefe  hindensg 
them.  And  it  is  not  impoflible  bat  dus  condu€tc£  Mr  de 
Langc  might  have  been  one  cauTe  of  tire  court  of  China'isr 
den  refolutton  of  ordering  him  to  leave  the  conntry. 
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ffecir  way  to  Pekin ;  he  reported  to  us,  that  they  were 
all  in  very  bad  plight ;  and  that,  if  we  did  not  out  of 
hand  fend  money,  that  they  might  be  put  into  ftables^ 
there  was  danger  of  the  greateft  part  of  them  dying. 

The  6th  of  April,  I  fent  my  interpreter,  at  the  dc- 
fire  of  the  commiffary,  to  the  mandarins  which  were 
placed  at  our  houfe  on  account  of  the  caravan,  and 
let  them. know,  that  the  commiffary  being  obliged  ta 
fend  one  of  his  people  with  money  towards  the  de- 
fert,  in  order  that  the  people  who  had  the  charge  of 
the  horfes  of  the  caravan  ihould  be  enabled  to  put 
them  into  (tables,  he  would,  for  the  greater  fecnrity, 
have  occafion  for  fome  foldiers,  or  fome  others,  to 
efcort  this  man  ;  and  I  prayed  their  care  of  this  affair. 
Whereupon  they  returned  me  anfwer,  that  they  would 
make  their  report  to  the  council ;  for,  without  their 
orders,  they  could  do  nothing  in  it. 

The  7th,  two  mandarins,  accompanied  by  a  clerk, 
came  to  bring  me  an  anfwer  from  the  prefident  on 
this  affair  ;  and,  it  being  wrote  on  a  (heet  of  paper, 
they  read  the  fame  to  me  in  the  following  terms. — 
**  The  allegamba  having  been  informed  yefterday  that 
you  wanted  to  fend  a  meffenger  again  towards  the  de- 
ferts,  could  not  but  imagine  that  it  was  for  fome  other 
buiin^fs  than  that  of  horfes,  that  your  people  made 
fuch  frequent  journeys  between  the  deferts  and  Pekin  ^ 
this  gives  him  reafon  to  think  that,  by  the  help  of  the 
Mpngalls,  you  carry  on  a  fecret  intelligence  between 
thii^  pity  and  Stjlingin&y,  which  may  give  birth  to 
complaints  and  Uireats  between  the  two  empires  ;  fqr 
he  is  not  ignorant  that  the  Mongalls  are  a  people 
<E^8S^k^  of  engaging  in  fuch  affairs,  and  that  the 
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kufles  do  not  grudge  money  on  fuch  occafions/*— 1 
afked  them  thereupon,  ^^  Whether  this  anfwer  was 
from  the  allegamba,  or  xirhether  it  was  their  own  com* 
pofition  ?** — ^Upon  which  they  aiTured  me,  that  Aey 
wrote  it,  word  for  word,  the  fame  that  the  allegamba 
gave  them  ;   and  that  it  was  for  the  fame  reafon  he 
would  not  confent  to  the  fending  the  perfon,  as  defired. 
After  this  explanation,  I  thought  neceffary,  for  my 
greater  fecurity,  to  defire  them  to  acquaint  the  alle- 
gamba on  itiy  behal/,  "  That  the  precaution  he  took 
was  not  right  to  take,  unlefs  with  prifoners,  or  unlefs 
he  had  any  intercepted  letter  to  produce,  by  which  he 
would  convia  me  of  having  fought  to  ernbroil  the 
two  empireis ;  that  bearing,  as  I  did,  a  public  charac- 
ter, I  might  write  as  often  as  I  pleafed,  without  hav- 
ing  any  occafion  either  for  the  efcort  or  the  confent  of 
the  prefident ;  and  the  fame,  if  I  had  a  courier  to 
defpatch  for  my  private  affairs,  as  he  could  not  pre- 
vent it  without  an  open  violence.'*      I  fent  Forthwith 
ftiy  interpreteif  to  the  council,  with  the  mandarins,  to 
know  the  determination  of  this  minifter.-'— But  he  fent 
me  word,  that  he  had  no  defire  to  employ  the  horfds 
and  the  people  of  the  army  of  the  Emperor  his  mafter 
in  our  fervice,  on  joumies  which  muft  caufe  them  to 
be  at  expences  for  which  they  were  not  fun^flied  by . 
their  ordinary  pay. — Upon  which  I  made  him  the 
propofal  of  beitig  ourfehres  at  the  expence  of  the  peo- 
ple for  the  efcort  which  he  fliould  grant  us,  and  that 
we  would  aUb  mount  them  on  our  own  horfes,  that 
they  might  have  no  occafion  for  the  Emperor's.}  ofj 
if  that  was  ftill  more  fatisfadtory,  T  would  only  de- 
mand  a  pafiport,  and  would  run  tfaeiilk  of  tesdiag 

one 
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one  of  our  own  people  without  an  efcort.— But  he  con« 
tinued  firm  in  his  denial,  and  would  not  allow  of  one 
or  other  of  the  expedients,  contenting  himfelf  with 
letting  me  know,  once  for  all,  ^«  That  he  would  do 
nothing  in  it/*  I  learnt,  at  the  fame  time,  from  my 
interpreter,  that  they  had  reafoned  among  themfelves, 
on  this  occafion,  in  much  the  following  manner :— . 
*'  Thefe  foreigners  come  here  with  their  commerce, 
to  encumber  us  every  moment  with  a.  thoufand  petty 
affairs,  pretending  that  they  ought  to  be  favoured,  on 
all  occafions,  no  more  nor  lefs  than  if  they  laid  an 
obligation  on  us  j  and  yet  we  are  ftill  to  receive  the 
firft  anfwer  from  them  on  the  fubje^  of  our  affair^.** 
The  1 6th,  I  underftood  that,  fome  weeks  ago, 
the  Tufli-du-Chan  of  the  Mongalls  *,  who  encamped 
at  Urga,  had  brought  complaints  to  the  court  of  the 
ill  conduct  of  the  Rufs  merchants  who  came  to  Urga ; 
and  that  he  had,  at  the  lame  time,  advertifed  the 

miniflry. 


*  This  is  the  name  of  the  prefent  Chan  of  die  weftcrn  Mon- 
galls. This  Chan  was  heretofore  fovereign ;  but,  fince  the 
eadem  Mongalls  have  poifeiTed  themfelves  of  China*  he  put  him« 
felf  under  the  prote^ion  of  that  empire,  in  order  to  be  the  better 
able  to  make  head  againft  the  Kalmucks,  with  whom  they  are 
in  a  manner  at  continual  war. — He  is  a  very  powerful  prince. 
His  dominions,  on  the  wefterh  fide,  reach  to  the  banks  of  the 
great  river  Yenifey,  and  even  from  thence,  on  the  other  fide  of 
this  river,  towards  the  fources  of  the  Oby  j  and,  on  the  other- 
fide,  towards  the  eaft,  they  reach  to  the  great  wall.  The  Chan 
of  the  wettem  Mongalls  hath  a  great  many  petty  Chans  of  thi$ 
nadon  for  his  vaflals,  and  can  bring  iox>,ooo  men,  or  more,  in^ 
to  the  field,  all  cavalry ;  but  his  foldiers  fall  far  (bore  of  tti^ 
^^linjicks  foldiery. 
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miniftry,  diat  there  never  had  been  (6  great  a  con- 
courfe  of  Rufs  and  Chinefe  merchants  at  his  rdi- 
dence,  as  in  this  year ;  that,  thereupon,  his  Majefty 
had  taken  a  refoludon  to  fend  a  mandarin,  with  or- 
ders to  the  Chan  to  chafe  out  all  the  merchants,  as 
well  Ruifes  as  Chinefe,  from  Urga,  without  letting  it 
appear  that  it  was  done  by  order  of  his  Majefty,  but 
that  it  fliould  appear  as  the  proper  ad  of  the  Tuih-du- 
Chan,  as  mafter  of  his  own  country. 

The  fame  day,  a  courier,  who  'wa1s  lately  arrived 
froih  Selinginfky,  with  difpatches  from  the  mandarin 
who  relided  there,  told  my  interpreter,  that  the  in* 
ttadant  of  Selinginiky  had  tendered  feveral  packets 
of  letters  that  came  from  Ruf&a  to  this  mandarin,  in 
order  to  be  forwarded  to  the  council  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Mongalls  at  Pekin ;  but  he  refiifed  to  receive 
them,  becaufe  the  intendant  could  not  acquaint  him 
with  their  contents. 

The  4th  of  May,  two  mandarins  of  the  council, 
accompanied  with  three  clerks  and  two  officers  out  of 
our  guard,  being  come  to  my  apartment  at  eleven 
o'clock  at  night,  informed  me,  that  the  allegamba, 
being  returned  from  court,  wanted  to  fpeak  with  me 
on  an  affair  of  confequence;  and,  becaufe  he  was 
employed  during  the  day-time,  from  morning  dll 
night,  he  prayed  me  to  give  myfelf  the  trouble  of 
coming  to  him,  though  it  was  late  at  night.— 
I  was  a-bed  when  the  mefTage  came  to  me ;  how- 
ever,  I  made  no  difficulty  of  rifing,  to  comply 
with  this  minifler*s  defirc ;  the  more,  as  the  manda- 
rins affured  me  that  the  bufinefs  h9  wanted  to  fpeak 
with  me  about  was  a  very  preflmg  affiadr.      When  I 

came 


came  to  his  houfe,  I  was  recdved  with  remarkable 
civility  ;  and  the  allegamba  being  come  in  perfon  to 
meet  me,  even  to  the  court,  be  led  nie  to  his  apart- 
ment; and  defired  me  to  fit  down  by  him. — He  then 
began  to  make  excufes,  that,  in  fo  long  a  time,  he 
had  not  been  able  to  fee  me  at  his  own  hoiife,  or  in 
other  places ;  but  that  he  fuppofed  1  was  not  ignorant 
that  he  was.  obliged  to  be  every  day,  from  morning  till 
night,  with  his  Majefty  at  Czhan-zchumniennc.— ^ 
Upon  which  I  replied,  that  his  excufe  was  unanfwcr- 
able,  and  that  I  commiferatied  his  being  obliged  to 
pafs  his  time  in  fo  fatiguing  a  manner. — After  many 
other  reciprocal  compliments  of  this  nature,  he  de<- 
manded  of  me,  ^^  If  it  was  long  fince  I  had  any  news 
from  Selinginiky  ?" — I  anfwered,  "  That  it  was  fome 
time  fince  I  had  any.*'— In  the  end,  the  affair  which 
he  was  about  difcovered  jtfelf,  by  little  and  little, 
when  he  aiked  me,  ^^  If  I  remembered  that  when  I 
would  lately  defpatch  a  meffenger,  by  Kalchanna,  to- 
wards the  defert,  he  told  me  that  he  could  not  con- 
fent  to  it,  becaufe  he  apprehended  that,  by  fucb 
means,  fecret  correfpondence  might  be  carried  on, 
which  might  bring  on  fome  mifunderftanding  between 
the  two  empires.** — I  told  him  thereupon,  "  That  I 
did  reniember  that,  and  the  reft  of  the  une^peded 
anfwer  he  then  gave  me ;  but, '  not  having  ever  been 
able  to  guefs  whence  fuch  fufpicion  could  arife,  he 
would  infinitely  oblige  me,  if  he  would  pleafe  to  fpeak 
a  little  more  intelligibly  on  this  affair.** — Whereupon 
he  replied,  "  We  apprehend  you  have  intelligence  of 
our  deferters,  which  you  do  nqt  think  fit,to  communis 
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cate  to  us  *." — ^Thereupon  I  remonftratcd,  "  That, 
if  he  would  pleafe  to  confider  the  vaft  diflance  be- 
tween St  Peterfburgh  and  Pekin,  he  would  himfelf 
judge  whether  it  was  poffible  for  the  courier  defpatched 
on  this  affair  to  be  returned  already,  unlcfs  he  could 
fly  ;  that,  as  to  the  reft,  he  himfelf  knew  that  affairs 
of  fuch  confequence  were  not  the  bufmefs  of  a  day, 
and  required  other  things  to  adjuft  them  than  fecret 
correfpondence.'* — He  {hook  his  head  at  this  anfwer, 
bccaufe  there  was  then  a  report  current  at  Pekin,  that 
orders  were  arrived  at  Selinginfey,  from  the  Czar, 
not  to  reftore  the  deferters  before  fpoken  of. — Some 
moments  afterwards  he  alked  me,  "  If  I  would  com- 
municate  to  him  the  news- when  I  fhould  receive  my 
letters  ?"— ^-Upqn  which  I  afTured  him,  "  That  I 
fhould  conceal  nothing  from  him,  whether  it  regard-. 

cd 


*  The  Tongufcs,  as  \rcll  the  Mongnlls,  and  other  people  of 
Tartar  cxtra<^ion,  who  inhabit  on  the  conBne?  of  Ruflia  apd 
China,  are  accuftomed  to  delcrt  very  often,  by  hundreds  of 
families,  from  the  lands  of  one  empire  to  thofe  of  the  other,  ac- 
cording as  their  caprice  or  intcreft  prompts  them,  which  is  of- 
ten the  fubjcft  of  altercations  between  the  two  empires.  In  or- 
der to  remedy  thefc  inconveniencies,  it  was  agreed,  in  the  lail 
treaty,  that,  for  the  future,  fuch  deferters  fliould  not  be  received 
by  either  power,  but  fliould  honeftly  be  returned  to  the  place 
from  whence  they  came-  From  this  article,  the  Chinefc  pretend 
a  right  to  reproach  the  Ruffes  with  not  a<fHng  candidly  in  de- 
ferring fo  long  the  re  dilution  of  ftvcn  hundred  families  of  their 
fubje<^s,  which  went  over  to  the  Ruffian  territories  ficce  the 
conclnficn  of  this  treaty  ;  and  the  Rufics,  on  their  fide,  alfo  re- 
claim a  good  number  of  families,  and  infid  on  its  being  equi- 
table to  ccme  to  a  liquidation  of  their  reciprocal  pretcnfions. 


MR    D£    X.ANGE.  49^ 

cd  him  in  particular,  or  regarded  the  court ;  feeing 
fuch  affairs  could  not  be  communicated  to  me  but  by 
exprefs  orders  of  the  Czar' my  mafter;  which,  what- 
ever defire  I  might  have,  T  dared  not  keep  fecret/* — 
This  minifter,  ndt  thinking  he  had  yet  fufficietit  rea- 
fon  to  be  fatisfied,  demanded  anew  of  me,  "  If  when 
I  ihould  receive  private  letters,  I  would  let*  him  haVc 
a  copy  ?** — I  anfwered  thereupon,  "  That  it  was  (cer- 
tainly the  firft  time,  fince  the  world  began,  fiich  a 
propofal  was  made  ;  but  that  I  could  not  believe  that 
he  fpoke  ineameft  oh  this  occafion,  although  it  was 
a  little  too  late  for  raillery. "-^This  anfwer  being  not 
altogether  fueh  as  he  hoped  for ;  He  changed,  for 
fome  time,  the  difcourfe,  by  faying,  *^  That  he  had 
an  intention  of  telling  his  Majefty,  that  the  caravan 
was  ahnoft  ready  to  depart,  and  of  receiving,  at  the 
fame  time,  his  orders  with  regard  to  my  perfon/*— 
Whereupon  I  defired  him,  "  To  put  his  Majefty  in 
mind  of  the  affair,  on  the  fubjefl:  of  which  1  had  fo 
often  made  inftances  to  him/*  At  length  he  b^gan 
to  talk  to  me  of  my  ft  ay  at  Pekin,  faying,  '*  That  the 
term  which  was  agreed  with  Mr  de  Ifmayloff,  for  my 
ft  ay  at  this  court,  wanted  little  of  being  expired/*— 
And  he  made  me  fully  to  compreht^id  that  I  ought 
to  prepare  to  return  with  the  caravan. — Upon  which 
we  difputed  together  long  enough  ;  and  I  told  hi'm 
on  this  occafion,  *'  That,  if  he  would  plcale  to  re- 
member that  I  aflifted  on  all  the  conferences'  that 
were  held  on  this  fubjeft  j  that  I  had  read,  and  had 
in  my  cuftody,  all  the  eorrcfpondence  of  Mr  de  Ifmay- 
loff, with  the  council,  about  his  negotiations ;  and 
ihat  I  was  at  all  the  audicnqes  which  His  Majefty  had 
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granted  to  that  minifter,  he  could  not  doubt  but  diat 
what  waa  tranfaded  by  Mr  de.  Ifxnayloff,  from  his 
arriTal  till  his  departure,  was  as  well  known  to  me  as 
to  himfelf.'* — I  further  altedged  to  him,  on  this  fob- 
jeft,  the  refolution  of  the  month  of  February  1721, 
which  he  himfelf  fent  to  Mr  de  Ifmayloff ;  wherein 
it  was  fjad,  "  That  his  Majefty  had  given  his  confent 
.  to  the  refidence  of  an  agent  at  his  court,  without  any 
mention  regarding  the  time,  diredly.or  indireftly." — 
Bpt  this  lord,  notwirhftanding  he  had  nothing  to  an- 
fwer  to  what  I  advanced,  held  himfelf  ftriaiy.  to  his 
firft  decifion,  that  my  (lay  had  been  agreed  to  only 
till  the  return  of  the  prefent  caravan.  And  this  alter- 
cation did  not  ceafe  tilf  I  gave  him,  for  &  final  anfwer, 
**  That  the  Czar,  my  mafter,  not  having  ordered  mc 
to  enter  this  empire  in  fpite  of  the  court,  or  to  con- 
tinue to  refide  in  it  contrary  to  the  good  pleafure.  of 
the  Bogdoi-Chan,  1  was  obliged  to  conform  myfelf, 
on  this  occafien,  to  all  that  his  Majefty  fhould  think 
fit  to  determine  in  regard  to  me/* — After  which  he 
fhowed  me  a  fmall  letter,  with  an  addrefe  in  the  Rufs- 
fanguage,  faying  it  came  from  Naniti  Turfoff,  inter- 
preter at  Selinginlky,  and  that  the  Kutuchtu  •  had 
fent  it  to  Pekin,  that  it  might  be  deliVercd  to  mc. — 
He  added,  *'  That  he  knew  very  well,  that,  fmce  the 
departure  of  Mr  de  IfmaylolF^  I  had  received  a  good 

number 
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^  The  Kumchtu  is  an  hlghprieft  belonging  to  the  Bifbttgal]s 
and  the  nortliern  Kalmucks.— He  was  ibrmerlj  no  more  than 
a  fub'dclegate  of  the  Delay-Lamai  in  thefe  pari&;  bmt  he  ba&r 
by  degree s»  found  means  to  withdraw  from  the  obedience  o€ 
his  mailer,  and  to  deify  himfelf  at  the  ezpence  of  the  lifSzj^ 
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number  of  letters,  the  contents  of  which  I  had  com*' 
municated  to  nobody ;  but,  as  to  this  letter,  I  muft 
determine  to  open  it  in  his  prefence,  and  let  him 
take  a  copy  of  it,  if  I  wiflied  to  have  it ;  for,  if  he 
CQuId  not  prevail  fo  far  upon  me,  I  fhould  not  read  it 
neither,  as  he  would  take  care  to  return  it  whence  it 
came."—- He  gave  orders  for  this  purpofe  to  two 
tranflators,  who  were  then  prefent,  to  fet  themfelvea 
by  me,  and  to  read  the  letter  at  the  fame  time  I  did. 
As  I  had  not  yet  opened  the  letter,  I  aiked  him, 
^  What  occafloned  a  curiofity  fo  unallowable  ?  and 
if  he  did  not  know  that  this  procedure  was  direftly 
contrary  to  the  rights  of  nations  ?*'— His  anfwer  was, 
^^  That  he  was  w^ll  enough  apprifed,  that  what  he 
did  on  this  occafion  was  a  Httle  irregular ;  but  this 
letter  happening  to  fall  into  his  hands,  he  ezpeded 
that  I  would  not  make 'much  difficulty  of  communis 
eating  the  contents  to  him ;  and  that  I  might  deter- 
mine on  the  alternative  he  had  propofed/'— ^Thereupoo 
I  delivered  him  the  letter,  fealed  as  it  was,  and  flefired 
him  to  refle£):  ferioufly  on  the  confequence  fucb  ,an 
unwarrantable  curiofity  might  produce ;  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  I  fhould  fee  to  what  lengths  he  would 
carry  his  authority  over  my  letters.— r After  which,  I 
fcft  him,  and  retired  to  my  quart^rSr 

The  5th,  two  mandarins  came  to  me,  on  his  part^ 
to  fee,  '^  If  I  would  not  refolve  to  comply  with  hi» 
will  in  regard  to  the  faid  letter  ?** — ^I  charged  them 
to  tell  him,  on  my  part,  **  That  I  always  found  my- 
felf  ready  to  do  him  all  imaginable  ferviee  which  be 
could  in  honour  expe£^ ;  but  what  he  defired  on  thisf 
occafion  was  fo  unrealbnable,  that  I  could  not  but 
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confider  it  as  an  affront  which  he  had  an  interitioii 
wantonly  to  give  me,  and  that  he  might  depend  on  be- 
ing obliged,  at  a  proper  time,  to  give  me  fatisfaftion." 

The  6th,  the  two  tranflators  above  mentioned  were 

commanded   to.  Czchan*zchumnienne,  by  order  of 

'    this  minifter,  which  made  me  think  they  had  pro* 

ceeded  as  far  as  to  open  my  letter ;  but  I  was  foou 

convinced  of  the  contrary  j  for        ' 

The  7th,  a  mandarin,  accompanied  by  a  clerk, 
came  to  bring  me  the.  faid  letter,  which  had  not  the 

« 

leaft  mark  of  having  been  opened. — He,  at  the  fame 
time,  made  me  a  compliment  from  the  Allegamba^ 
faying,  **  That  he  defired  I  would  conceive  no  ill  opi- 
nion of  him,  upon  what  had  paifed  between  us  on 
the  fubjed:  of  this  letter ;  in  as  mu^h  as  he  aifured 
me  there  was  nothing  ferious  on  his  fide  in  this 
adventure  -,  and  that  he  only  took  the  liberty  of  hav- 
ing a  little  pleafantry  with  me  j  not  altogether  with- 
out flattering  himfelf,  that  I  might  not  be  averfe  to 
comply  with  his  defire  on  tliis  occafion.-— But  now, 
being  convinced  that  I  was  firmly  refolved  againft 
this  fort  of  complaifance,  to  any  perfon  whatfoever, 
^  he  would  no  longer  delay  fending  me  (he  letter  in 
queftion ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  affure  me  of  his 
friendfliip." — After  having  received  the  letter,  I  let 
him  know,  in  anfwer,  ^'  That  I  had  myfelf,  in  the  be- 
ginning, looked  on  this  affair  as  a  )efl ;  but  finding 
he  pufhed  it  too  far,  I  had  been  obliged  to  regard  it 
in  another  light ;  feeing  I  had  never  looked  on  the 
talking  in  fuch  a  manner  to  be  jeiling*  Neverthe-^ 
kfs,  that,  after  the  pofitive  affurances  that  the  alle- 
gamba  gave  me^  there  was  nothing  ferious  on  his 

pirt 
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part  of  this  aflPair,  I  ought  to  confider  it  in  the  fame 
light ;  defiling  him,  in  time  to  come,  to  make  ufe  of 
other  perfons,  not  of  me,'  for  his  diverfion/* 

After  which,  having  opened  the  letter,  I  found  in- 
deed that  it  was  from  the  faid  Turfoff,  dated  Urga, 
2oth  of  April  1722.     And,  as  the  mandarin  and 

.  clerk,  who  brought  the  letter,  were  ftill  in  my  cham-i 
her,  when  I  began  to  read  it,  I  made  my  interpreter 
traaflate  it  to  them  by  word  of  mouth,  in  the  Mon* 
gall  language,  to  the  end  that  they  might  communis 
cate  the  contents  to  the  allegamba,  and  know  of  him  * 
if  he  would  grant  me  a  conference  on  the  fubjedl  of 
this  affair,  or  would  rather  receive  from  me  a  memo- 
rial thereupon. 

The  8th,  the  fame  madarin  came  to  my  houfe,  and 
upon  my  defiring  to  know  if  he  had  acquitted  him* 

.  felf  of  the  commiffion  I  gave  him  the  day  before,  to 
the  allegamba,  he  anfwered  in  the  affirmative,  and 
that  he  was  ordered  to  bring  me  his  anfwer,  whieh 
was,  "  That  the  Bogdoi-Chan  would  hear  nothing 
for  the  future  talked  of  any  commerce  of  the  RiUTes, 
in  his  empire,  until  all  the  difturbances  on  the  fron^ 
tiers  were  entirely  adjufled ;  and  as,  for  this  reafon, 
there  might  continue  a  long  fpace  of  time  before  any 
caravan  might  come  again  tq  Eekin,  the  Bogdoi^ 
Chan  found  it  proper  that  the  agent  fliould  return 
vith  the  prefent  caravan ;  and  vhen  the  commerce 
between  the  two  empires  fliould  come  to  be  renewed, 
'  he  fliould  likewife  \k  permitted  to  return  to  Pekin." — 
Whereupon  I  made  anfwer  to  the  allegamba,  **  That 
the  orders  I  received  from  the  Czar  were,  as  he  him- 
f<^lf  Yre\\  knew,  to  remain  at  Pekin  till  he  fliould  re? 

cal 
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eal  me ;  butt  at  I  was  in  no  coiiditioii  to  o|^pde  the 
orders  of  the  Bogdoi-Chan,  I  vns  obliged  to  bare  pa* 
tience,  and  to  refolve  to  do  what  I  had  no  po^ver  to 
avoid  doing;  neverthdefii  that  this  was  no  aniver 
to  what  I  deiired  to  know  from  him,  and  that  1  wait« 
ed  for  it  with  impatience,  as  I  did  for  a  clear  ezpla-^ 
nation  upon  this  precipitate  manner  of  breaking  off 
;dl  commerce  and  cortefpondence  between  the  two 
empires,  without  waiting  for  a  refolution  upon  the  af- 
fairs of  the  frontiers,  and  without  any  declaration  of 
war,  or  other  previous  mark  of  hoftility  on  either 
fide/*  But  the  mandarin  declined  to  charge  himfelf 
with  fuch  a  meiTage,  he  not  thinking  it  proper  for 
him  to  repeat  fuch  terms  as  it  was  couched  in  to 
the  allegamb^,  faying  I  mult  either  feek  an  opportu-* 
nity  to  tell  him  myfelf,  or  demand  a  conference,  for 
that  purpofe;  by  my  interpreter. 

7he  fame  day,  in  the  afternoon,  I  fent  my  inter* 
preter  to  the  council,  to  acquaint  th^  allegamba,  by 
means  'of  the  mandarins  he  might  find  there,  that  I 
had,  the  fame  day,  received  the  orders  of  the  Bogdd- 
Chan  for  my  return  to  Ruflia }  but  1  had  received 
no  anfwer  on  his  part,  upon  the  affair  which  was 
the  fubjeft  I  wanted  to  confer  wkh  him  upon  ;  for 
which  reafon,  if  he  could  not  fpare  tiir.e  to  fpeak 
with  me  himfelf,  he  would  at  leaft  l0t  me  know  whe- 
ther he  would  receive  a  memorial  on  that  fubjcfl 
from  nus  or  not. 

The  9th,  another  mandarip  came  tp  me,  and  ac- 
quainted me,  that  the  allegamba  had  been  informed 
of  the  fubject,  concerning  which  I  had  fent  my  inter- 
preter to  the  council  the  day  b<?fore  ; .  and,  as  he  had 

not 
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not  a  moinent  to  fpare  to  confer  perfonally  with  me, 
he  had  fent  this  fame  mandarin  to  me,  to  whom  I 
might  explain  myfelf  on  what  I  had  to  fay  to  him, 
as  the  allegamba  had  given  him  orders  to  make  him 
a  faithful  report  of  every  thing  which  I  ihould  charge 
him  with. — ^ITpon  which  1  told  him,  that  I  wifhed  he 
would  inform  the  allegamba  that  I  prayed  him  to  give 
me,  under  his  hand^  a  precife  anfwer  to  the  points 
following,  viz. 

I.  *'  If  the  Bogdoi-Chan  was  difpofed,  before  my 
departure,  to  receive  and  to  anfwer  the  credentials 
which  I  was  charged  with  from  his  Czarifh  Majefty  ? 

II.  If  any  fuitable  fatisfa&ion  was  to  be  expefted 
for  the  injuries  done  to  his  Czarifh  Majelly's  fubje£ts 
by  the  Tufh-du-Chan,  or  at  leaft  by  his  orders  ? 

.IIL  What  was  the  realbn  that  they  would  not 
grant  a  free  paflage  to  the  letters,  addrefied  to  the 
council  and  to  mf ,  which  remained  on  the  frontiers  ? 

IV.  In  caie  the  Bogdoi-Chan  (hould  perfift  in  the 
reiblution  of  fending  me  home,  what  I  fhould  fay  to 
the  C^ar,  niy  mailer,  regarding  the  perpetual  peace 
between  the  two  empires  ? 

V.  Suppoling  that,  contrary  to  expeftation>  my 
departure  might  be  deferred,  I  defired  to  know,  if^ 
in  conformity  to  the  treaties  of  peace,  the  Bogdoi- 
Chan  would  grant  me  poft-horfes  for  my  journey,  or 
whether  1  mull  find  them  myfelf? 

The  I  oth,  there  came  to  me  a  mandarin,  from  the 
allegamba,  to  inform  me,  **  That  there  was  no  likli- 
hood  that  the  Bogdoi-Chan  would  alter  his  rdfolutioa 
widi  regard  to  my  departure  j  that  no  peffon  had  thq 
boldneft  to  fyeak  again  to  his  Majefty,  after  he  had 

3  S  opce 
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once  explained  himfelf  fo  pofidvely  on  this  affiur. 
But  that  the  ailegamba,  in  his  turn,  vifhed  to  be  in* 
formed  why  I  demanded  fo  predfely  to  know  the  mo- 
tives of  my  being  fent  away ;  and  why  I  infifted  fo 
ftrenuouily  to  have  a  clear  explanation  of  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Bogdoi-Chan  towards  the  Czar  ;  that  he 
did  not  know  whether  I  durft  make  fuch  demands, 
in  cafe  the  Bogdoi-Chan  fliould  be  pleafed  to  fpeak 
perfonally  to  me,  without  my  being  afraid  that  he 
would  make  complaints  of  it  to  the  Czar  my  maf- 
ter/*     Upon  which  I  returned  him  as  follows,  viz. 
**  That  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  for  me  to  be  fully 
Informed  of  what  I  defired  to  know ;  that,  without 
this  being  cleared  up,  I  could  not  well  refolve  to  de- 
part, feeing  it  appeared  evidently,  that,  fince  the  de- 
parture of  Mr  De  Ifmayloff,  the  Court  had  intirely 
changed  its  difppfition  regarding  the  prefervation  of 
the  good  underftanding  between  the  two  empires ; 
that  the  allegamba  himfelf  could  not  be  ignorant  how 
many  of  his  Czafiih  Majefty's  fubjeds  had,  immedi- 
ately after  the  conclufion  of  the  laft  treaty  of  peace, 
deferted,  and  come  to  fettle  on  the  lands  in  the  do- 
minions of  the  Bogdoi-Chan,  without  the  Czar's 
having  ihown  ^ny  refentment  to  this  time,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  fam^  was  direftly  contrary  to  the  fenfe 
of  the  treaty  ;  that  the  Czar,  on  this  occafion,  far 
from  forbidding  the  fubjeds  of  China  entrance  into 
his  dominions/  had  always  permitted  them,  without 
interruption,  to  enjoy,  in  his  dominions,  an  entire  li- 
berty, as  wpll  in  regard  to  trade  as  all  other  affairs 
which  could  concern  them,  not  even  excepting  fome 
pf  thofc  very  deferters,  who  having  aSairs  to  tranf* 

a© 
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ad  at  fome  places  in  the  Char's  dominions^  had  been 
no  iefs  welcome  than  the  others,  fubje&s  of  the  Bog« 
doi-Chan  ;  but  now,  that  ^00  of  the  fubjeds  of  Chi- 
na had  pafled  the  frontiers,  and  would  eftablifh  them- 
felves  on  the  lands  belbnging  to  RuiBa,  that  Would 
forthwith  forbid  all  comilierce,  not  receive  any  more 
letters,  and  in  fine,  at  one  ftroke,  break  off  all  com- 
munication  between  the  two  empires  ;  and  that  with- 
out even  waiting  the  anfwer  of  the  govemour-gene- 
ral  of  Siberia  to  the  letter  wrote  to  him  oil  the  fub- 
je£t  I  which  was  the  only  certain  means  of  knowing 
whether  his  Czariih  Majefty  intended  to  retain  thefe 
people,  or  to  make  them  return.^ — ^That^  to  conclude, 
I  prayed  the  allegamba  to  confider,  if  it  was  not  much 
more  eafy  to  accommodate  this  affair  by  treating  of 
it  with  more  mildnefs,  than  to  puih  it  with  an  haugh- 
tipefs  not  to  be  bom  with*;** 

Whereupon 


♦  It  is  certain,  that  the  judgment  of  the  late  Emperor,  ei- 
ther from  jcaloufy,  or  the  artifices  of  fome  fecret  enemies,  was 
fo  altered.  With  regard  to  the  Ruffia  trade,  a  little  before  his 
death,  that  there  was  no  other  way  of  adjuftiiig  it  but  the  hav- 
ing rccourfe  to  arms  ;  which  was  ftllly  refolved  on^  on  the  part 
lif  Raffia,  when  the  news  of  the  death  of  this  monarch  arrived 
there,  which  fnfpended  the  execution  of  this  defign,  till  they 
fliould  fee  clearly  into  the  defigns  of  his  fucceflbr.  But  the  death 
of  Peter  the  Great  entirely  broke  thcfe  meafures  ;  4b  that  the 
affairs  between  RuUia  and  CJiina  are  liill;  at  this  lime,  on  the 
fame  terms  they  were  on  the  departure  of  Mr  De  Lange  from 
Pekin ;  aa^f^  ioice  the  laft  carittan  that  left  Pekin  with  him, 
B0  caravan  bath  been  fe&t  from  Siberia  to  Pekin. 
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Whereupon  the  mandariB  told  me,  he  could  not 
pofitively  undertake  ibr  his  daring  to  lay  all  this  to 
the  allegamba ;  but  that  if  a  proper  occafion  offered, 
he  would  not  fail  of  doing  it  faithfully.^ He  told  me 
further,  on  the  part  of  that  minifter,  that  the  manda- 
rins, who  had  been  fent  laft  year  by  command  of  the 
Bogdoi-Chan,  to  pafs  the  frontiers  of  Ruffia,  were  re- 
turned, they  not  being  permitted  to  proceed  on  their 
journey,  before  the  govemour-general  of  Siberia 
was  made  acquainted  with  it ;  that  the  allegamba 
might  exped  to  wait  long  enough  for  an  anfwer,  as 
well  upon  this  afiiair  as  upon  all  other  affairs  which 
regarded  the  intereft  of  the  two  empires,  fo  long  as 
they  did  not  allow  of  a  free  paflage  to  the  letters  writ- 
ten concerning  them  to  the  court*— I  received  no 
more  in  anfwer  then. 

In  the  mean  time, 'I  had  made  a  demand  fome  tkne 
ago  of  the  council  for  a  free  paflage  for  the  caravan 
by  the  old  road  of  Kerlinde,  (which  the  former  ca- 
ravans had  been  ufed  to  take),  to  fave  them  the  in- 
con  veniencies  attending  the  route  v  by  the  deferts, 
where  the  people  and  the  cattle  had  much  to  endore 
for  want  of  water  j  and,  for  this  purpofe,  I  fent  my 
interpreter,  with  a  clerk  of  the  caravan,  on  the  14th,. 
to  the  council,  to  know  if  the  Bogdoi-Chan  had  giv^ 
en  his  confent  or  not*  But  they  told  him  for  smfwer, 
**  That  they  expeded  to  have  been  freed  from  their 
importuning  the  council  about  their  beggarly  com- 
merce, after  they  had  been  toM  fo  often,  diat  the 
council  would  not  embarrafs  themfelves  any  more 
about  affairs  that  were  only  beneficial  to  the  Roflb^ 

and 
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2Ad  that  of  courfe  they  had  only  to  return  by  the  way 
they  came.** 

The  fame  day^  I  fent  to  the  houfe  of  the  firft  inim« 
fter,  to  know  if  I  could  have  the  honour  of  feeing 
him*— But  he  excufed  himfelf,  ^y^i^gj  that,  being  far 
advanced  in  years,  he  wanted  to  be  at  eafe. 

Neverthelefs  I  did  not  refrain  going  myfelf  next 
day,  which  was  the  15th,  to  his  houfe  ;  and  the 
guard  at  the  gate  fuBFered  me  to  pafs  without  inter- 
ruption* I  entered  direftly  into  the  court-yard,  aiid 
acquainted  him  with  my  being  there,  by  one  of  his 
fervants,  deliring  he  would  afford  me  a  quarter  of  an 
hour's-  audience :  But  he  fent  me  word,  "  That  he 
was  not  at  leifure  to  fee  me,  and  that,  as  the  afiairs 
about  which  I  would  fpeak  to  him  very  probably 
only  regarded  the  coimcil  of  foreign  aflfairs,  he  deCiu 
cd  I  would  addrefs  myfelf  to  them." — I  thereupon  let 
him  know,  by  the  fame  domeflic,  "  That  I  was  come 
to  fpeak  with  him,  as  the  firft  minifter  of  the  Bogdoi- 
Chan  )  and  if  I  had  not  had  a  very  prefBng  occafion 
of  applying  to  him,  he  might  be  fure  I  would  have  been 
very  averfe  to  have  come  to  give  him  trouble ;  but 
that  as  it  concerned  us  equally^  both  him  and  myfelf, 
that  1  fhould  have  the  honour  of  feeing  him,  therefore 
I  was  determined  not  to  leave  his  houfe  without  fpeak^ 
ing  with  him.'^  Upon  this  fo  precife  a^declaration^ 
the  fame  domeftic  returned,  a  few  momenta  after, 
and  Ihowed  me  into  a  grand  faloon,  well  enough 
fumifhed  after  the  Chinefe  maimer,  where  the  mafter 
of  the  houfehold  of  this  minifter  came  to  prefent  me 
tea  and  milk,  till  his  mafter  fhould  come.  After  I 
had  waited  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  this  apart^ 

ment, 
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menty  the  allegada  at  lengdi  came,  and  defired  my 
excufe,  with  a  number  of  compliments  after  the  Chi- 
nefe  manner,  that  he  was  not  always  able  to  fee  me 
when  1  might  require  it,  becaufe  his  great  age,  and 
multiplicity  of  affairs  with  which  he  was  charged,  did 
not  permit  him. — ^Whereupon,  we  being  both  feated, 
I  told  him,  ^^  That  if  the  affairs  which  I  had  to  repre- 
fent  to  him,  regarded  only  my  own  perfon,  I  (hould  not 
have  ventured  to  incommode  him;  but  as  they  regarded 
our  common  Inafters,  and  the  prefervation  of  a  good 
underftanding  between  the  two  empires;  or,  to  lay  all 
in  two  words,  peace  or  war  between  the  two  nations,  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  feek,  before  my  departure,  by 
every  way  pof&ble,  an  opportunity  of  explaining  myfdf 
thereupon  with  him  ;  that  he  knew  that  the  free  paf- 
fage  of  the  caravans  of  Siberia  was  made,  in  fome  de- 
gree, an  effential  point  in  all  the  treaties,  between  the 
two  empires ;  that  he  knew,  moreover,  that  Mr  De 
Ifmayloff  had  declared,  more  than  once,  that  bis  Cza- 
rifh  Majefty  could  never  allow  that  they  ihould  any 
more  cavil  on  that  article  ;  that  he  further  knew,  that 
the  free  trade  of  the  fubjedts  of  Ruffia,  at  Urga,  was 
pofitively  (lipulated  by  the  late  treaty,  in  which  they 
could  not  make  the  lead  alteration,  without  a  mani- 
feft  violation  of  the  faid  treaty  }  that  he  knew  in  fine 
that  it  was  with  the  agreement  of  the  Bogdoi-Chan, 
and  by  virtue  of  a  refolution  of  the  council,  in  writ- 
ing, that  I  remained  at  Pekin,  after  the  departure  of 
Mr  De  Ifinayloff,  in  quality  of  agent,  impowered  by 
the  Court  of  Ruffia,  till  fuch  time  as  his  Czarifh  Ma- 
jefty  (hould  be  pleafed  to  recal  me.  Notwithftanding 
whkh,  not  regarding  fuch  folemn  engagements,  they 

had. 
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had,  in  regard  to  this  laft  caravan,  treated  us  fo  ill, 
that,  if  they  had  been  at  open  vrzr  with  Rui&a,  they 
could  not  have  done  worTe ;  that  they  had  kept  (hut 
up,  during  many  months,  the  commiflary  of  the  ca<» 
ravan,  with  all  his  people,  juft  as  if  they  had  been 
fiaves  ;  that  there  was  no  kind  of  infult  to  which  they 
did  not  expofe  thofe  who  had  a  defire  to  come  and 
trade  with  our  people.  And  yet  more,  they  had 
caufed  the  Rufs  fubjeds  to  be  fhamefully  driven 
out  of  Urga,  who  had  come  to  trade  there  on  the 
faith  of  public  treaties.  And,  as  to  what  regards 
myfelf,  they  had  made  me  fuffer  more  affronts,  on 
all  occafions  that  offered,  than  can  be  imagined  ;  in 
the  end,  not  yet  fatisfied  with  all  thofe  fteps,  the  pre- 
fident  of  the  council  had  made  it  be  declared  to  me 
pofitively,  that  there  fliould  not  abfolutely,  for  the 
future,  any  caravan  be  admitted  before  the  affair  of 
the  frontiers  fhould  be  regulated  to  the  fatisia£tion  of 
the  Bogdoi-Chan  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  caufed  it  to 
be  (ignified  to  me,  that  I  muft  prepare  to  depart  with 
the  caravan,  becaufe  his  Majefty  would  not  fuffer  me 
to  remain  any  longer  at  his  court,  in  the  uncertainty, 
that  affairs  flood  in  between  the  two  empires.  That, 
if  this  order  regarded  me  only  as  a  private  perfon, 
there  would  be  nothing  in  it  which  did  not  depend  en« 
tirdy  on  the  pleafure  of  the  Bogdoi-Chan  ;  but  hav- 
ing been  once  admitted  by  him  to  refide  at  his  (:ourt,- 
in  quality  of  agent  of  his  Czarifh  Majefty,  it  was  a 
maxim,  pra&ifed  by  All  the  civilized  nations  in  the 
world,  not  to  fend  away,  in  a  manner  fo  indecent,  a 
perfon  vefted  with  a  public  charafter,  unlefs  entirely 
p>  break  off  all  good  underftanding  with  his  mafter. 

That, 
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That,  if  thej  defired  yery  ardently,  as  fbej  affcrted  qa 
all  occafioiu,  the  reftitution  of  the  deferten  in  qocf^ 
tion^  and  an  amicable  ccxnyentionr  in  regard  to  tlie 
frontiers,  he  would  permit  roe  to  tell  hkn,  that  it  ap- 
fieared  to  me  they  took  quite  the  wrong  way  to  ob- 
tain them ;  and  that  the  fending  me  away,  fo  bi  from 
fecilitating  thofe  affairs,  was  moft  certainly  the  great- 
eft  obftacle  they  could  think  of.  That  I  thought  it 
my  duty  to  remonftrate  in  the  foregoing  matters  attkb 
time  that  they  might  ftill  b$  remedied ;  becaufe,  after 
my  departure,  I  did  not  well  fee  how  it  would  be  pof- 
lible  to  get  out  of  this  embarraflment  by  amicabk 
means/' — The  minifter  thereupon  anfwered  me, 
'^  That  being  already  fo  long  a  time  fmce  the  Rufles 
had  given  them  the  ezpc&ation  of  regulating  the  af- 
&trs  of  the  frontiers,  conform  to  the  treaties  conclude 
ird  between  the  two  empires,  wit|iout  their  taking  the 
leafl:  thought  of  brmging  things  to  a  clolie,  his 
Majefty  had  come  to  a  refolution  not  to  admit  any 
caravan  before  hq  fhould  be  fully  iatisfied,  on  the  pan 
of  Ruflia,  of  their  adherence  to  treaties;  and  as 
thereby  my  refidence  at  his  court  bacauBe  ^ite  un- 
Oece0ary,  his  Majefty  faw  nothing  tkit  ibould  oblige 
Ijisa  to  keep  me  longer  in  his  empire*  That,  in  re- 
gard  to  what  pafled  at  Urga,  the  Tuih*du-Chan  had 
good  reafons  for  removing  our  people  from  his  refi- 
dence, who  had  committed  great  infoknces,  no- 
ways conform  to  treaties.  That,  as  to  wh^t  regaitied 
the  ill  ufage  which  I  preten(^e#  the  caravan  had  iai^ 
fered,  he  did  not  well  know  of  what  I  fpcHf^  ^  but, 
as  to  their  being  kept  fliut  up  a  bnger  time  tfaaft  or- 
dinary, it  was  our  own  £sLult,  wha  wo^kl  have  node 

innovations 
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mnovaiti<Hift  in  the  trade  of  th^  caravans.  la  fine,  in; 
one  word,  that  his  Majefty  was  tired  of  receiving  the 
law,  in  his  own  country,  from  foreigners,  of  whom* 
his  fubje^s  reaped  no  profit ;  and  that,  if  the  court 
of  Ruilia  delayed  longer  doing  him  juftice,  he  (hould 
be  obliged  to  do  it  himfelf,  by.fuch  ways  as  he  ihouldr 
iind  moft  convenient." — ^Upon  which  I  replied,- 
^^  That  I  was  much  furprifed  to  find  the  Bogdoi-Chan 
in  a  difpofition  fo  little  favourable  towards  his  Czarifh 
Majefty,  after  he  had  the  goodnefs  to  teftify  himfelf, 
on  more  than  one  oocafion,  to  Mr  De  Ifmayloff,  that 
he  defired  nothing  more  than  always  to  live  in  a  good 
underftanding  with  the  C25ar,  my  mafter ;  and  that  I 
could  not  conceive  what  caufed  his  change  of  fenti- 
ments  fo  fuddenly,  with  regard  to  his  Czarifh  Majef- 
ty. That  if  the  court  of  China  had  reftitutions  to 
demand  from  us,  we  had  the  like  to  exped  from 
them ;  and .  that,  in  any  fhape,  there  was  no  reafon 
that  could  in  juftice  oblige  us  to  reftore  their  defer- 
ters,  fo  long  as  they  retained  ours.  That  if  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Czar,  my  mafter,  in  the  affair  of  Alba*, 
zin  *,  had  raifed  rafli  hopes  in  any  perfons,  who  are 
ill  informed  of  the  forces  of  RufTia,  and  of  the  mo- 
narch who  reigns  over  them,  I  was  perfuaded,  thstt 
ji  monarch  fo  enlightened,  as  was  the  Bogdoi-Chan, 
would  not  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  blinded  by  fuch  de- 

3  T  lufivc 


•  Albazin  was  a  little  town  of  about  500  or  600  houfcc, 
which  the  Ruffes  had  built  in  a  very  fertile  country,  upon  the 
fouth  fide  of  thc/river  Amoor,  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Al- 
bazin. But  at  the  end  of  the  year  1715,  the  Eaftern  Mon- 
galls,  fupponcd  by  the  Chinefe,  befieged  it,  and  having  carried 
it  after  a  ficgc  of  two  years,  rafed  it  to  the  grciiad. 
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liifive  appearances  ;  and  that  he  knew  lull  well  horn 
to  diftinguifh  an  indulgence,  arifing  from  magnanimii 
ty  and  efteem,  for  a  prince,  his  friend  and  allay, 
from  a  forced  compliance,  grounded  on  weaknefs  and 
indolence.  That  as  I  had,  in  my  inftruftione,  orders 
to  apply  my  utmoft  endeavours  for  the  ^refervation  of 
the  good  underftanding  between  the  two  empires,  I 
thought  I  might  tell  him,  that  I  was  exceedingly  fur- 
prifed  at  the  proceedings  of  the  Chinefe  miniftry  on 
this  occafion ;  that  he  could  not  be  ignorant  that  it 
(depended  only  on  his  Czariih  Majefty  to  finilh  the 
war  with  Sweden,  in  the  moft  honourable  manner } 
and  that  perhaps  this  peace  was  aftually  made  at  the 
time  I  was  fpeaking  to  him  ;  after  whi^h,  I  faw  no- 
thing that  could  prevent  the  Czar,  my  mafter,  from 
turning  his  arms  to  this  fide,  in  cafe  they  exercifed 
his  patience  too  much.  That  I  gave  him  my  word, 
that  all  the  great  difficulties  which  perhaps  might  be 
imagined  in  China  to  attend  fuch  an  enterprife,  would 
vanifli  immediately,  jf  ever  his  Czarifh  Majefty  fhoulJ 
refolve  on  tranfporting  himfelf  to  the  frontiers  ;  for  he 
was  a  prince  that,  djd  not  fufFer  himfelf  to  be  hinder- 
ed by  difficulties  ;  and  that  they  might  then  have  fuffi- 
cient  caufe  to  repent  their  having  defpifed  the  friend/liip 
of  a  monarch  who  was  not  accuftomed  to  receive  offen- 
ces  with  impunity,  and  who  was  inferior  to  no  monarch 
ill*  the  world,  neither  in  gi-andeur  nor  power." — ^This 
difcourfe  was  not  at  all  to  the  allegada's  tafte ;  there-r 
fore,  after  fome  filence,  hp  demanded  of  nie,  **  If  I 
was  authorifed  to  talk  to  bim  in  the  manner  I  did  ? 
and  if  I  was  not  apprehenlive  of  being  difavowed  by 
the  court  of  Ruffia,  in  cafe  they  Ihould  make  com- 

plamt 
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i>l^nt  upon  the  menaces  I  ufed  to  them  P''-^^!  there- 
upon replied  to  him,  ^*  That,  in  the  flate  to  which 
1  faw  affairs  were  brought,  I  thought  it  neceflary  not 
to  y  ifguife  any  thing  to  him,  to  the  end  that  the  Bog- 
doi-Chaii,  faithfully  informed  by  him,  of  all  he* had 
to  coniidef  for  and  againil  thid  affair,  might  thereby 
be  the  better  enabled  to  determine  with  Wmfelf  there-* 
upon,  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  his  great  wifdom  and 
juftice.  That  neverthelefs  it'  was  wrong,  to  take  what 
I  had  faid  6n  this  occafion  for  menaces,  feeing 
they  were  only  mere  reflefiions,  which  I  was  defiroua 
be  ihould  make  on  the  unhappy  confequences  which 
the  difdainful  conduct  they  fhowed,  in  regard  to  us, 
might  in  time  produce  ;  and  that  I  was  fo  little  ap« 
prehenfive  of  being  diiavowed  by  the  conrt  of  RufBa^ 
that  I  was  ready  to  give  him  in  writing  every  word  I 
had  faid  to  him,  and  that  it  would  be  the  greatefl:  fer« 
vice  he  could  render  me  to  fpeak  out  of  hand  con* 
cerning  it  to  the  Bogdoi-Chan,  the  more  as  I  was 
well  aflured^  th4t  if  they  would  give  the  leaft  atten- 
tion to  the  irregular  manner  ill  which  they  bad  aded 
in  this  affair,  with  a  friendly  and  allied  power,  they 
would  not  fail  of  compfrohending  that  my  intentions 
were  fincere,  and  only  had  for  its  aim  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  harmony  between  the  two  empires.*'— 
The  anfwer  of  the  minifter  to  this  was,  "  That  it  be- 
ing  bis  Majefty's  cuftom  never  to  make  any  refblution, 
without  iirft  well  weighing  all  circumftances,  he 
never  changed  his  meafures  for  any  reafon  whatfoever^ 
and,  after  what  he  had  declared  ptyfitively,  in  regard 
to  the  caravan  and  my  perfo^,.  be  had  no  inclination 
to  propofe  to  him  a  change  of  fentiment  in  this  xe^ 

jrard. 


5l6  JOURNAL     Of 

gard*  That  we  had  nothhig  to  do  but  to  make  a  be^ 
ginning  in  complying  with  our  engagements,  after 
which  they  would  fee  what  they  had  to  do  as  to  the 
reft/*  Upon  which  I  concluded,  by  telling  him^ 
**  Tliat  the  cafe  b<;ing  fo,  I  faw  plainly,  that  it  was  in 
vain,  on  our  fide,  to  ufe  more  endeavours  [or  preferv- 
Ing  the  good  undcrftandfng  between  the  two  empires^ 
as  long  as  they  would  contribute  nothing  towards  it  on 
their  fide  ;  that,  therefore*,  the  game  muft  go  on,  fee- 
ing the  dice  was  thrown  already.  Thar,  however,  I 
had  at  leaft  the  fatisfeftion  of  having  done  my  duty  in 
advcrtifing  him,  as  firft  minifter  of  the  Bogdoi-Chan, 
of  the  unhappy  confequences  which  would  enfue  from 
all  this ;  and  that  was  the  fole  reafoh  which  made  me 
think  it  abfolutely  neceffary  for  me  to  give  him  the 
trouble  of  this  vifit/'— After  which  I  rofe  up  and 
took  leave  of  him.  On  parting,  he  re-conduded  me 
to  the  entrance  of  the  faloon,  where-  he  ftaid  till  1  was- 
mounted  oh  horfeback. 

The  fame  day  I  was  llkewife  tb  take  leave  of  the 
poyamba,  or  great  inurihal  of  the  court ;  amd,  after 
having  returned  him  thanks,  which  were  truly  due  to 
him,  for  all  the  goodnefs  which  he  had  fhewed  to  me 
ever  fince  I  had  the  honour  of  being  known  to  him^ 
I  profited  myfclf  of  the  prefent  opportunity^  to  repre- 
fent  fuccinftly  to  him  the  fame  things  which  I  had 
reprefented  to  the  allegada, — He  thereupon  aflbrcd 
me,  **  That  he  was  forry  to  fee  that  the  fuccefs  of 
my  negotiations  did  not  anfwer  my  wifiies.  Th«t  it 
was  true  that  the  Bogdoi-Chan  was  very  much  piqued 
that  he  faw  there  was'  no  end  made  to  'the  affidr  of 
iht  deferters  j-and  tkat  iiel^ad  ^certain  advice  that  oar 

wort 


icmn  had  no  defire  to  fatisfy  him  on  this  article,  and 
that  we  only  fought  to  protraA  time  :— ThaC  it  wat 
on  thefe  confiderations  that  he  had  been  prevailed 
on  by  the  miniftry  to  order  my  return.  That  for  his 
part,  he  was  aftonHhed  to  fee  that  our  court  could 
hefitate  a  saoment  to  faciifice  fome  hwdreds  of  ianii* 
lies,  who  were  in  the  utmoft  poverty^  to  the  folid  ad«> 
vantages  which  we  might  promife  ourfelves  from  the 
friendihip  which  the  Bogdoi-Chan  had  conceived  for 
the  peifon  of  the  Czar  ray  mafter ;  and  h^  made  na 
manner  of  doubt^  but  that,  if  the  Csar  had  faeea 
t^ell  informed  of  the  judke  of  die  prctendons  of  the 
court  of  China,  and  the  little  importance  q(  that  a£* 
fair,  he  would  inftantiy  have  given  orders  for  ueftor'-^ 
mg  the  families  reclaimed/^--i^l  would  Jiave  had  him 
eonfider  the  diftance  of  the  places^  and  that  it  was  int 
a  manner  impoffible  that  an  anfwer  could  have  arriv« 
ed  £rom  St  Peter&urgh  on  ^s  affair^  iinoe  the  de^ 
parture  of  Mr  De  Ifmayloff.  But  he  flopped  my 
mouth  by  telling  me,  "  That  he  could  not  fay  pre- 
cifely  what  the  diftance  was,  but  he  knew  very  well 
that,  on  other  occafions,  our  couriers  had  made  the 
journey  in  much  lefs  time.  That  he  advifed  me  to* 
do  my  beit  in  this  affair  when  1  fhould  arrive  on  the 
frontiers,  and  that  he  could  assure  me,  that  whea 
fhe  Bogdoi^h^m  was  made  eafy  on  this  point,  he 
would  explain  himfelf  very  reafonably  on  all  the  reft 
©f  what  we  Ihould  wifh  to  have  done ;  that  however^ 
as  to  myfelf,  1  had  caufe  to  be  well  fatisfied  with  the 
featiments  the  court  entertained  of  me,  a^ad  that  Mi. 
Majefly  had  himfelf  declared^  that,  in  ca^  afeira 

fhould 
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fhould  come  to  be  accommodated,  he  would  hot  he 
forry  to  fee  me  return  to  Fekiii." 

The  1 6th,  I  went  to  pay  my  court  to  the  Bogdoi- 
Chan,  upon  his  departure  from  Pekin  to  pafs  the  fum- 
mer  at  JegchoU,  but  had  not  the  honour  of  fpeaking 
to  him  at  this  time  ^  his  Majefty  letting  me  know  by 
the  mafter  of  the  ceremonies,  "  That  he  recommend- 
ed the  lame  thing  to  me  which  he  had  charged  Mr 
De  Ifmayloff  with,  to  tell  his  Czariih  Majefty*.  That, 
for  the  refl,  he  wifhed  me  a  good  journey  ;  and  ex- 
pected that  I  would  not  fail  to  write  from  the  iron* 
tiers,  in  cafe  I  fliould  there  be  informed  of  any  news 
from  Europe/* 

A  little  before  I  received  the  meflage  from  his  Ma- 
jefly,  I  had  an  interview  with  the  allegamba,  who, 
after  an  infinite  deal  of  carefling  and  flattery,  begged 
of  me  to  labour,  as  much  as  pof&ble,  to  forward  the 
returning  their  deferters ;  at  the  fame  time  adding^ 

"  That 


*  When  Mr  Dc  Ifmayloff  had  his  audienc.c  of  leave  of  the 
late  Emperor  of  China,  this  monarch  declared  exprefslf  that 
he  would  permit  Mr  I>e  Lange  to  remara  at  Pekin  in  quality 
of  agent  of  the  court  of  Ruffia,  ezpefUng  that  Mr  De  Ifmay« 
loff  wouldy  on  his  return,  prevail  with  his  Czarifh  Majcfly  to 
fend  back  the  defcrted  families  in  queftion  ;  but,  in  cafe  that 
(hould  not  he  effedled  inftantly,  he  would  not  only  fend  away 
the  faid  ag^nt,  but  would  receive  no  more  caravans,  till  he 
fhould  be  entirely  fatisfied  oh  this  article.  But  Mr  De  limay- 
loff,  en  his  arrival  at  Mofcow,  found  the  court  fo  bufily  em- 
ployed about  the  expedition  to  Perfia,  that  he  fon&d  no  oppor<' 
tunity  of  getting  a  final  pelblution  on  this  affair^ 
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**  That  the  Bogdoi*Chan  had  great  reliance  on  me 
hi  regard  to  this  affair ;  in  expeftation  that,  accord- 
ing to  all  appearances,  I  would  not  be  backward  to 
return  foon  to  China,  either  on  the  fubjefk  in  queftion, 
or  on  the  fubjefk  of  commerce.*'  1  affured  him  there- 
upon, "  That  his  Czarifli  Majefty,  having  fubjeds 
ill  abundance,  had  at  no  time  the  lead  temptation  to 
keep  the  vaffals  of  neighbouring  powers  unjustly.** 
And  I  promifed,  at  the  fame  time,  to  write  to  him,  if, 
at  my  arrival  on  the  frontiers,  I  (hould  learn  that  any 
refolution  was  taken  on  this  aflair.— Afterwards  I 
demanded  of  him,  "  For  what  reafon  they  refiifed 
conveyance  of  the  letters  which  were  on  the  fron- 
tiei^s  ?— At  the  fame  time,  I  led  him  tp  imagine  fome 
appearance  that  rhofe  letters  bore  fomething  relating 
to  ^heir  afair.  Whereupon  he  anfwered  me,  "  That 
if  it  was  poffible  to  believe  it  to  be  fo,  he  would  not 
make  the  leaft  difficulty  of  inftantly  ordering  the  let- 
ters  to  be  brought  hither  ;  but  that,  if  they  contain- 
ed  orders  for  the  rendering  back  their  deferters,  they 
would  not  have  failed  to  communicate  the  fame  to 
*^the  mandarin,  who  kept  himfelf  at  Selinginiky  purely 
on  that  afiair.'* 

At  l^igth,  not  feeing  any  appearance  of  being  able 
to  prolong  my  ftay  at  Pekin  till  the  recal  of  his 
Czarifh  Majefty,  I  preffed  the  commiifary  to  negleft 
nothing  that  might  facilitate  his  departure  as  foon 
as  poiTible  ;   and  thereupon   he  defpatched  before- 

hand. 

On  the  25th,  a  part  of  his  baggage  for  Krafnagora, 
vhich  is  a  place,  a,  day's  journey  without  the  great 
yfzWy  appointed  for  the  rendezvous  of  all  the  cara-t 

van$t--i 
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vaa.-— On  this  occafion  they  dkt  not  pft  a  guard  dt 
Chioefe  foldiei^  to  the  caravan  as  hf d  been  fbrmerlj 
pradifed ;  but  they  had  ordered  all  the  towns  where, 
they  ihould  Hop  to  give  them  guards  ;  beiides  which, 
there  was  a  bonika  or  courier,  of  the  council  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Mongalls,  ordered  to  attend  the  bag- 
gs^e,  who 'was  not  to  leave  them  without  a  new  or- 
der* 

June  (>Aj  a  mandarin,  namckl  TuluAufi,  let  me 
know  that,  having  received  orders  from  the  Bogdm- 
Chan  to  accompany  me  to  Solingiji&y,  and  to  fur- 
nifh  provifions  aild  pofl-horfes  on  the  rt>ad,  he  would 
be  glad  to  be  informed  when  I  thought  I  fiiould  be 
ready  to  ^kpart^  that  he  might  tal&e  his  meafures  ac- 
cordingly, and  defpatch,  in  good  time,  the  couriers 
neceflkry  for  the  deferts,  to  make  the  requifite  difpofi- 
tions  for  my  pailage« 

The  8th,  the  commiffary  went  to  the  council,  to 
demand  a  guard  for  the  caravan ;  but  they  granted 
none ;  acquainting  him,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the 
Mandarin  Tuluflun  was  alfo  charged  with  the  care  of 
the  carav^  ;  and  that,  as  he  would  be  obliged  fre- 
quently to  leave  the  roure  of  the  caravan,  lor  provid- 
ing viduats  and  hor&s  which  I  fliould  have  occafion 
for  cm  my  journey,  be  was  to  hanre  with  him  a  clerk 
and  two  couriers  under  his  command,  who  were  not 
to  leave  the  caravan  before  they  ihould  firfely  arrive 
at  Seiinginiky. 

The  fame  day  36  carriages  were  defpatched,  laden 
with  merchandile,  for  thie  place  of  rendezvous,  wiA- 
out  any  other  efcort  than  fome  of  our  own  people, 
apd  a  courier  of  the  council 

The 


''the  1 6di)  the  allegamba  invited  me  to  come  to  him 
at  the  palace  of  the  Begdoi-Chan ;  and,  when  I  ar* 
lived,  he  prefented  me  with  two  jHeces  of  dama(k  on 
the  part  of  the  Chan  ;  telling  me,  '*  That  his  Ma« 
jefty  having  received  pr-efentii  from  me  gn  the  entrance 
of  the  new  year,  he  wad  pleafed,  in  his  turn,  to  make 
me  a  prefent  of  thefe  two  pieces  of  damaflc.'* — I  re- 
ceived this  prefent  with  all  due  refpe£t  j  affuring  this 
minifter  that  I  Ihould  eternally  cherilh  the  remem* 
braUce  of  all  the  gracious  favours  which  the  Bogdoi<» 
Chan  had  deigned  to  honour  me  with  during  my  re- 
fidence  in  his  empire  i  and  that,  ip  whatever  place  I 
fkould  be  in  time  to  come,  I  would  never  fail  of  mak«* 
ing  it  a  fubjefb  of  particular  glory  to  me. 

July  4th,  the  allegamba  fent  a  mandarin  to  me,  to 
mow  me  a  letter,  which  he  had  very  lately  received 
from  the  mandarin  who  refided  at  Selinginiky,  in 
which  he  made  heavy  complaints  of  the  chicaneries 
that  he  was  forced  to  bear  with,  during  his  refidence 
in  that  ptace,  as  well  from  the  officers  of  his  Czarifh 
Majefty,  as  the  other  inhabitants  of  that  city ;  adding, 
**  That  every  body  demanded  of  him  perpetually  the 
reafon  why  he  tarried  there  fo  long,  and  if  he  did  not 
intend  foon  to  return  home  ?  That  thereupon  having 
demanded  of  them,  if  they  had  come  to-  any  refolu* 
tion  on  the  afiair  which  was  the  caufe  of  his  being 
theFe,  they  had  anfwered  him,  that  they  had  no  other 
ofders  btit  to  conduft  him  back,  with  all  civility, 
when  he  ihould  think  proper  to  return/' — He  relat- 
ed, belides,  in  this-  fetter,  "  That  the  allowance  they 
gave  him,  for  the  fubfiftcnce  of  himfelf  and  retinue, 
liras  &  very  fcanty,   that,  if  he  had  not  had*  of  his 

3  U  own 
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Qwa  money  wherewithal  to  fupplj  himfelf,  he  fhould 
have  been  reduced  to  great  extremities.  They  had, 
befides,  prefl'ed  him  very  hard  oil  the  fubjeft  of  the 
letters,  for  the  council  and  for  rae,  that  were  arrived 
on  the  frontiers  ;  and  they  would,  by  force,  know  of 
him  the  reafon  why  he  refufed  to  receive  the  letters, 
and  to  forward  them  to  Pekin ;  but  that  he  had  al- 
ways anfwered  them,  that  his  fole  errand  to  Se- 
linginlky  being  on  the  affair  of  the  deferters,  he  could 
not  charger  himfelf  either  with  letters  or  any  other 
affair  whatfoever." — ^After  the  mandarin  had  exphin- 
cd  to  me  the  contents  of  this  letter,  he  told  me  that 
the  allegamba  demanded  to  know  of  me,  **  Whether 
it  was  poffible  that  all  this  could  be  done  by  order  of  his 
Czarilh  Majdly  ?"  1  let  him  know,  in  anfwer,  "  That, 
if  he  had  formed  ideas  of  the  perfon  of  the  Czar  my 
mafter,  by  thofe  paffages,  he  would  do  well  entirely  to 
efface  them  ;  for  that,  as  his  Czarifli  Majefty  was 
more  magnanimous  than  to  treat,  in  the  mailner 
there  laid  down,  even  prifoners  of  war  in  his  do- 
minions, he  would  certainly  not  begin  fo  bad  a 
pradice  with  the  fubjefts  of  an  empire  in  amity  with 
him,  who  came  into  his  country. '*  I  added,  that, 
notwithfiandtng  I  had  reafon  to  complain  of  things  of 
more  confequcnce  than  this  mandarin,  I  was  never- 
thelefs  fo  far  .from  approving  the  want  of  complai- 
iance  ufed  towards  him,  that,  if  the  allegamba  thought 
fit  to  giv^  me  a  copy  of  that  letter,  1  was  ready  to 
take  charge  of  it,  and  to  make  it  my  bufmefs  that 
the  C^ar  my  .mailer  fliould  be  acquainted  with  it. 
But,  with  regard  to  the  orders  which  this  mandaxm 
hinted  he  was  charged  with,  not  to  receive  any  let- 
ters. 
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ters,  though  even  for  the  council  itfelf,  before  he 
fliould  receive  the  deferters  in  queftiori,  I  could  not 
hdp  obfervmg  that  fuch  a  procedure  befpoke  much 
coolnefs  on  their  fide. 

"The  8th,  the  allegamba  fent  to  rae,  in  the  evening, 
a  mandarin,  who  told  me,  after  making  me  a  com- 
pliment from  him,  that  he  would  be  the  next  day  at 
the  council ;  and  that,  if  I  had  time  to  come  there 
likewife,  he  would  explain  the  reafons  which  deter- 
mined the  court  to  refolve  on  my  return  ;  add  that 
he  would  give  me  the  fame  in  writing.  Upon  which 
I  told  him,  I  fhould  come  there  with  great  pleafure, 

that  I  might  be  informed  of  thenu  .. 

The  9th,  having  notice  that  the  allegamba  was  al- 
ready arrived  at  the  council,  I  forthwith  mounted  o» 
horfeback  to  go  there  alfo.     He  came  in  perfon  to 
receive  me  at  the  door,  and  defired  me  to  place  myfelf 
at   a'Uttk   table   with  him. — After  Tvhjch  he  gave 
me    to   underftand,    "  That  it   were  to   be  wifhed 
that    my   refidence  at    that    court    might  continue 
longer,   as   the   Bogdoi-Chan   himfelf,  and    all  the 
miiiiftry  in  genera],  were  fo  well  fatisfied  with  the  con- 
dudi  I  had  obferved  durijig  my  refidence,   that  they 
had  nothing  to  fay  againft  my  pejrfpn  -,  that  they  had 
remarked,  with  mugh  fatisfadion,  that,  by  the  good 
order  I, had  kept,  the  prefent  caravan  had  begun  and 
finifhed  its  commerce,  without   producing  the  leaft 
difpute  between  th^  merchants  of  the  two  nations  *. 

It 


«  i 


*  The  Chinefe  ufuall^  bought,  from  the  carayanj,  goods  oii 
irrediti  for  which,  ^t  ih^  time  when  due,  tliey  could  not  pay  1 
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It  had  alfo  fbrmerly  been  too  ufual  to  lee  the  fervajiu 
and  people  of  the  caravan  do  numberlels  inibkndes 
in  the  flreets,  and  conimit  all  forts  of  exceifes ,  but 
that,  for  this  time,  they  could  not  uithout  furprifc 
^bferve  that  nothing  of  this  fort  had  appeared ;  but 
that  every  thing  paiTed  with  all  defirable  decency  *.'* 
After  I  had  paid  this  compliment  by  another,  I  told 
him,  ^'  That  it  was  with  intention  of  maintaining  the 
like  good  order  that  his  Czarifh  Majefty  fent  me  to 
China ;  and  that  it  would  be  owing  to  themfelves,  if 
things,  for  the  future,  fhould  not  be  carried  on  in  the 

fame 


which  opc9iioBe4  verf  frequent  4ifpA(cs  between  the  two  na- 
tions. To  remedy  this,  the  court  of  Pektn  had  beenaccuftom- 
cd  to  put  into  the  hand$  of  the  commi/Taryy  at  bis  departure,  all 
thofe  who  could  not  pay  what  they  were  indebted  to  the  cara- 
vaUy  in  order  that  be  might  compel  them  to  pay  as  they  beft 
coold.  In  which  cafes,  die  commiiFariefi  had  frequently  com- 
xnitted  great  abufes,  and  treated  the  poor  Qiine&i  whom  they 
had  in  their  cuflody,  in  the  moll  barbarous  manner  ;  ivhich  very 
much  difgufted  the  people  of  Pekinj,  and  rendered  them  rcry 
averfe  to  trading  with  the  Ruffian  caravans. 

*  The  excefics  comiuitted  by  thofe  of  the  caravan  had  been 
bpt  too  frequent  till  this  time ;  and  the  cpmmifTarie?*  in  place 
of  redrefiing  thofe  diforders,  had  been  very  often  themfelves  the 
authors  of  them»  without  giving  themfelves  the  trouble  of  mak- 
ing the  leaft  fattsfaflion  for  them  to  the  Chin^e»  notwithftand- 
ing  the  great  complaints  to  the  Ruflian  minifters  thereupon  on 
many  occafions«  Ip  all  appearance,  what  contributed  principally 
to  the  good  order  obfenred  by  the  Rufs-fervant^  of  this  caravan, 
was  their  not  getting  brandy  at  free  coft»  as  they .  did  when 
the  Chinefe  furnifhed  tlie  fubiiflence  Tor  the  caravan. 
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fame  order,  and  if  any  other  petty  incidents  did.  Aft 
come  to  an  accommodation  with  the  like  eafa''  ^Af* 
ter  which,  I  prayed  him  to  iet  me  know  the  ^cme 
fource  of  the  diforders  which  happened  at  lA'ga,  1)C« 
tween  the  fuhjedis  of  the  Czar,  my  mailer,  and  ^hc 
Mongails }  and  ^*  wherefore, they  obliged  the  Ruffia 
merchants  to  leave  that  place  before  they  had  finiflipd 
their  trade."  He  anTwered  n^  thereupon^  ^«  That 
it  was  4one  by  orders  of  the  Tufh-du-Chan  and  his 
council,  as  fupreme  ji^dges  in  their  country/'  Upon 
which  I  demanded  of  him,  "  Whether  the  Tuih-du* 
Chan  was  a  foverdgci  prince  of  the  Montis,  or  a 
fubjeft  of  the  Epiperor  of  China?"— He  rq>lied» 
"  That  in  truth,  the  Chan  was  a  vaffal  rf  the 
Bogdoi-Chan's ;  biit  that  did  not  lender  his  be-. 
ing  mailer  in  his  own  country*."— rl  th^  prayed  him 
to  tell  me,  "  Whether  the  TuihTdu-Chan  was  oblige 
ed  to  conforDfi  himfe^f  to  the  engagemeot,  il^pulated 
by  treaty  between  the  two  empires,  to  the  end,  that 
I  might  know  if  we  ought  to  addreis  the  court  at 

Pekin, 
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*  Though  the  Chan  of  die  Wcftem  Mongalls  is  tributary  to  tht 
Chtnefe,  they  have  neyertheleft  a  great  regard  for  bim  at  th^ 
Court  of  China ;  the  more  as  he  is  a  very  powerful  Princes 
and  that,  in  cafe  of  a  revolt  in  China,  it  is  from  him  that  the 
prefent  In^penal  Houfe  is  to  expe<fl  the  greateft  aili  (lance ;  his 
fubjeAs  being  beyond  comparifon  much  better  foldiers  than 
the  Mongall  Chinefe ;  infomucht  that  if  they  fhould  be  dif- 
obliged,  and  fhoold  join  themfelves  to  the  Kalmucks,  or  to  the 
Rnflesy  nothing  could  prevent  his  entrance  into  China  (when  h^ 
fSc^iScdti  and  probably  bring  about  anothet  rcvplution. 
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Pekih,  on  the  fubjeft  of  fatisfafKon  we  had  to  demand 
on  that  afiair  ?  or  were  to  take  it  of  the  Tufh-du-Chan  ? 
as  It  was  not  to  be  e^cpefted  that  affair  would  be  let 
pafs  without  an  exaft  inquiry.     That,  for  my  part, 
I  thought  the  bed:  means  of  terminating  that  affair 
amicably,  was,  that  they  fhould  worder  the  mandarin, 
who  was  to  accompany  me  on  the  journey,  to  go  with 
me  to  Urga,  in  our  way  to  Selinginfty ;  to  the  end, 
that  after  having  full  information  of  this  affair,  I  might 
be  able  to  fend  a  circumftantial  account  of  it  to  our 
miniftry."     But  he  anfwered  me  thereupon  in  thefe 
terms  ;    "  With  us  no  judge,  who  hath  given  a  juft 
fentence,  can 'be  made  refponfible  for  his  judgment, 
was  he  no  more  than  a  mere  clerk.     Your  people 
who  were  at  Urga  have  affronted  the  lamas,  as  well 
by  words  as  deeds  ;   and  they  have,  moreover,  at- 
tempted  to  carry  off  fome  Mongall  families  from  thofe 
quartern.     It  is  for  this  reafon  that  the  Tufli-du-Chan 
was  in  the  right  to  remove  them  from  his  territories." 
I  anfwered  him  thereupon,"  That  this  judge  ought 
moft  certainly  to  render  account  of .  his  judgment, 
becaufe  he  had  judged  people  who  were  no  manner 
of  way  under  his  jurifdiftion.     Bat  he  would  have 
aded  with  julUce  if,  after  having  fent  the  gulpable  to 
Selinginfky,  he  had  profecuted  for  fatis&dion  at  that 
place.     Whereas,  now  that  he  hath  punifhed  the  in- 
nocent equally  with  the  guilty,  and  hath  infringed  the 
treaty  of  peac^  in  fo  cffential  an  article,  his  judgment 
cannot  be  regarded  but  as  a  maniifeft  a£t  pf  violence." 
The  allegamba,  finding  me  infift  fo  ftrcnuoufly  for  an 
inquiry  into  this  affair,  fmiling,  told  me,  "  Mr  Agent, 
you  do  well  to  make  fo  much  work  about  this  affair  ; 

but 
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but  I  do  not  know  how  to  explain  myfelf  more  pre- 
cifely  upon  it  at  prefent ;  all  that  1  can  fay  to  you  is, 
that  all  of  it  will  be  eafily  accommodated  when  we 
fhall  receive  a  fatisfactory  anfwer  upon  the  affair  of 
our  deferters/*  After  which,  he  prefented  me  with  a 
writing,  which  he  faid  had  been  drawn  up  :by  order 
of  the  Bogdoi-Chan,  to  ferve  for  my  information  re- 
garding the  reafons  t)f  my  being  fent  away.  Upon 
which,  we  again  entered  into  difpute  together ;  but  as 
thefe  gentlemen,  on  thefe  occ^fions,  hold  themfelves 
ftriftly  tied  down  to  a  fmgle  word,  whether  effential 
to  the  affair  they  are  upon  (M*  not,  it  was.  impoifible 
for  me  to  draw  from  him  any  other  anfwer  than 
that  they  had  not  defigned  to  grant  my  remaining  at 
Pekin  longer  than  the  time  of  the  prefent  caravan  ; 
and  that,  when  the  affair  of  the  frontiers  fhould  be  ac- 
commodated,  they^  would  not  be  wanting  to  give  s^  de- 
finitive refolutipn,  as  well,  upon  this  article  as  upon  the 
other  propofitions  which  Mr  De  Ifmayloff  had  made 
to  the  Court,  He  after^wards  prefented  to  me  a  letter, 
faying  it  was  written  by  order  of  the  Bogdoi-Chan,  to 
Prince  Cherkafky,  govemor-general  of  Siberia*  j  but 
I  having  refufed  to  receive  the  faid  letter,  it  difpleafed 
him  a  little,  and  made  him  fay,  **  That  it  was  hardly  v 

civil 
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*  The  Prince  Chertafky,  governorlgeneral  of  Siberia,  was 
recalled  by  the  court  cf  RuOla,  in  ther  rear  lyii,  upon  his  own 
foltcitations ;  and  they  afterwards  fent  thither  a  perfon  in  qua* 
lity  of  vice-governor,  -vvho  rcroains  there  ftill-    . 
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cml;  in  me  to  vtf^  a  ktter,  which  the  Emperor 
mafter  had  ordered  to  be  written^  and  to  be  put  io-' 
to  my  hands/'  I  anfwered  thereupon,  ^  That  I 
would  not  ehufe  to*  do  what  I  did  oa  this  occaiion, 
if  the  letters  which  the  fatd  Prince  Cherkaiky,  in 
qualify  of  govemor^general  o£  Siberia,  hid  written  to 
the  council,  were  not  likewifis  written  by  the  order  of 
ike  Czar  my  maSkev.  That  he  cotdd  give  this  letter  to 
the  MaQd^rin,  who  was  to  accompany  me  to  Selin- 
ffaSkfj  with  orders  to  receive  the  letters  for  the  Court 
which  were  tying  there}  and  diat  being  done,  I 
flKwId  |iot  tiiien  majli  the  leaft  dxf&culty  to  receive 
dbe  £ud  letter. '^  He  declared  to  me  afterwards,  that 
it  was  the  pleaAir e  of  the  Bogdoi^Chm  that  I  ftould 
take  Jkgcholl  in  my  way,  to  have  my  auAence  of  ksfve 
of  his  Majeflfy*  And  again  reAiming  theartid^  of  ihe 
letter  from  the  court  for  Ae  Prince  Gherfeafty,  he 
told  me,  ^  That  what  I  had*  done  on  this  occafion  was 
not  altogether  ft>  ri^  ;  feeing  it  was  not^  allowed  ta 
any  perfon,  when  in  China,  to  oppofe  themfdves  to 
the  wSl  of  the  Emperor."  Upon. which  t  anfwered  him, 
**•  That  t  was  pcrfuadcd  his  Majcflly  would  put  a  dif- 
ferent conftru^on  on  this  affiiir,  from*  what  he  <fid." 
Btrt  that  I  wifhed  in  my  turn  to  know  from  him, 
•^  XJpon  what  he  grounded  his  ftifpicions,  when  he  re- 
filled us,,  the  laft.  fpnng^  the  pailage.tQ  the  deferts.  for 
fome  of  our  people,  whom  we  would  have.  &nt  with 
mp^ey  to  provide  fubfiftence  for  oui:  horfes  ;.  and  that 
under  Ibe  pifeitextf,  tdu^t  by  fuch-  espedttioas  iecret  cor- 
refpondehce  might  be>  canned  oo^,  which  njight  pro- 
duce mifunderftandings  between  the  two  en\pires." 
Thereupon  he  faid,  **  That  in  reality  he  had  no  fuch 

fufpicions  i 
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ixSp^tstiti  but  that  h6  >ould  wiHingly  prevent  tliel 

dirot-ders  Tfrftith  might  hive  happened  on  the  journey 

of  thefe  people }  feeing,  that  if  they  had  been  robbed, 

or  aflfafliHated  on  the  road^  we  would  hot  have  failed 

to  demand  fatisfafltion  from  the  court/-     Thereupon 

i  piit  him  in  mind,  '*  That  he  was  now  brought  to 

explain  himfetf ;  that  it  was  tiot  to  hinder  fecret  cor« 

refpondence  diat  he  refufed  us  paflage^  and  that  he 

might  very  Well  have  fpared  himfelf  that  ufelefs  pre^ 

caution,  as  to  what  regarded  us,  which  had  caufed  an 

dcpence  of  fome  thoufand^  of  laen,-  for  not  bdng  able 

to  put  our  horfes  into  ftables,  to  which  purpofe   the 

money  ^  w^ted  to  fend  to  the  deferts  was  appro* 

j|>riated ;  and  had  occafioned  the  death  of  a  great 

many  horfe^  ;  and  even  thofe  that  Airvived  were  in 

fuch  a*  ihiferaible  condition,  that  they  were  by  no 

means  capable  of  ferving  in  the  waggons ;  which  o« 

bligedour  commiflary  to  tradfpdrt  the  greateft  part 

of  his  baggage  to  Selinginflcy  by  Carriages  hired  at 

Pekin,  which  could  not  be  done  but  at  a  very  con- 

iiderable  charge/*     This  anfwer  made  him  a  little 

thoughtful }   but  at  length  he  replied  to  me,  "  That 

he  did  riot  fay  fo ;  but,  be  it  fo  or  not,  we  raiuft  now 

part  good  friends  ;  to  which  end   he  prayed   me  to 

have  no  ill-will  towards  him  upon  account  of  the  li* 

Ifefty  he  had  taken  to  trifle  and  to  je(t  with  me  on 

thefiibjeft  of  the  letter  from  Turfoff  j  that  he  could 

alTure  me  he  had  no  ill  intention  on  that  occa£on  ; 

^d  hoped  that  I  would  be  fatisfied  with  this  Sxplana« 

doii,'  andmot  'think  otherwife  of  that  affair  in  time  tq 

come,  than  as  a  piece  of  innocent  raillery/'  To  which 

I  adifwered  him^  **  That  as  td  ^hat  regarded  myfelf 

3  X  in 
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in  particular,  he  might  dqpend  that  I  fhould  abfi^ute^-. 
ly  think. no  more  of  it ;  but»  for  the  reft,  I  could  not 
do  in  it  according  to  my  own  pleafure."    Where- 
upon he  afked  me,  if,  at  my  return  to  Ruffia,  I  fhould 
be  obliged  to  give  a  relation  in  writing  to  our  minif- 
try,  of  every  thing  that  pafled  during  my  refidence  in 
China,  in  regard  to  my  negociations ;  and  haidng  an- 
fwered  him  yes  ;  he  faid  to  me,  that  in  tlu$  cafe,  I 
would  do  well  not  to  infert  a^number  of  trifling  things 
which  could  anfwer  no  good  end,  but  might  embroil 
matters  more  i  for  that  it  was  much  better  that  a 
good  underftanding  between  the  two  empires  Ihould 
continue,  than  that  differences  between  them  ihould 
be  widened.     I  replied  thereupon,  that,  not  having 
been  fent  to  the  Court  of  Pekin  as  an  inftrument  for 
creating  mifunderftandings,   I   would  make   it  my 
bufmefs  in  my  relation,  Hot  to  touch  upon  any  things 
but  fucb  as  was  neceflary  for  our  court  to  be  inform' 
ed  of.     After  which  we  both  rofe  up,  and  having 
mutually  embraced,  we  took  leave  of  each  other,  re- 
ciprocally wifhing  to  meet  foon  again. 

The  I  ftth,  the  commiffary  having  left  Pekin,  with  all 
the  reft  of  the  caravan,  I  likewife  departed  for  Jegcholl> 
where  I  arrived  on  the  1 5th  j   and  having  forthwith 
made  known  my  arrival  to  the  chamberlain  of  the 
Chan,  he  let  me  know  he  would  inftantly  infomr  his 
Majefty }   and,  till  he  fliould  receive  his  orders  for 
appointing  the  day  of  my  audience,  the  intendant  of 
his  Majefty's  kitchen  would  take  care  that  my  table, 
flxould  be  furniihed  with  every  thing  I  might  have 
occafion  for. 


The  17th,  i  had  my  audience  of  leave  of  the  Bog- 
doi-Chaa,  with  the  cert momes  ufual  at  this  court. 

The  1 8th,  I  left  Jegcholl^  and  met  the  caravan  the 
34^1 }  which  being  ftill  vrithin  the  Great  Wall,  I 
pafled  it  the  26th,  with  the  caravan,  which  I  left  on 
die  aSth,  near  Krafiia-gora  in  the  deferts.  And,  on 
die  a6th  of  Aiiguft  1722,  I  arrived  at  Selinginfkfy 
after  having  refided  near  feventeen  months  at  the 
court  of  China* 
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\j  PON  my  return  with  the  endkbafly  from  Pekm,  ^ 
hath  been  formerly  mentioned,  I  fwnd  Jbis  Imperial 
Majefty,  all  the  courts  the  general  officek^  and  the 
nobility  and  gentry,  from  aU  the  empire,  aflemUed 
at  Mofco )  and  great  preparations  making,  at  that 
city,  for  the  celebration  of  the  fefl^vals^  appointed  ta 
be  folemnized  there,  on  account  of  the  peace,  con* 
eluded  at  Aland  in  1721,  between  Ruilia  and  Swe- 
den, after  a  ^  which  bad  lafted  noic  than  twenty 
yearsr 

Thrfe 
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Thefe  feftivals  were  a(:coinpamed  with  ihaique^ 
radeS)  grand  fire-works,  balls,  aflemblies,  tec.  the  de- 
tail of  which,  though  it  would  fwell  this  work  to  too 
large  a  bulk,  jret  I  think  it  will  not  be  unacceptable: 
to  the  reader,  briefly  tb  re^te  one  part  of  it,  I  mean 
the  magnificent  (hows  exhibited  on  this  occafion^ 
iHfhich  I  an^  updficle^  tb  bf  the  cdilflderation,  which 
at  that  time  Htuck  me,  of  Peter  the  Great  his  hay« 
ing  always  in  view,  eVen  in  his  amufements  and  times 
of  diverfion,  all  poffible  means  of  influencing  his  peo^ 
pie  to  a  liking  of  whatever  tended  to  promote  the 
good  of  his  empire*  ,  --  , 

The  Ruffians,  in  general,  had  a  flrong  averfion  to 
(hipping  and  maritime  affairs.  In  order  to  apprife 
them  of  the  great  advantages  arifing  from  a  marine 
force,  in  his  triumphant  entry  into  Mofco^  he  repre- 
fented  to  his  people  that  the  peace,  the  rejoicings  for 
which  were  now  cetebrathtg,  was  obtained  by  means 
of  his  naval  flrength. 

The  triumphant  entry  was  made  from  a  village, 
about  feven  miles  from  Mofco,  called  Sefwedfky. 

The  firft  of  the  cavalcade  was  a  galley,  finely  caxv- 

ed  kt[d  gilt,  in  which  the  rowers  plied  their  oars  as 

dii;  ttief  v^itfen;  The  galley  was  commanded  by  the 

Mg^  Adm&^l  of  !RufCa.    Theil  came  a  frigate,  of  i6 

fbatf  bi!^fs  guns,  with  three  mafts,  completely  rigged, 

fllanned  with  twelve,  ox  fourteen  youths^  habited  like 

6Ufcli'fluiiperi;  in  black  velvet,  who  trimmec^  the  lafls^ 

afldSdtformed  all  the  manoeuvres  as  pf  a  fhip  at  lea« 

TKeri  caiiie  moff  qcljly  decpratfid  bargo,  trkqrem  £tf 

£e  fTiA^irks  JmtAs  ladies  of  ^e  cbuit.    Tfiere  wen 

a|ib.  |^ot<boat8,  heaving  the  lead,  wd  above  thirty 

«dier 


TO*    D  Z  R  B  @  K  T.  ^37 

ether  vefl^s,  pinnaces^  wherries,  &c.  e^h  fitted  with 
mafquoraders  in  the  dceffes  of  difierenr  nations.     It 
was  in  the  month  of  February,  at  which  time  all  the 
ground  was  covered  with  fnow,  nnd  all  the  rivers 
frozen*     All  thefe  machines  were  placed  oq  fledges^ 
3nd  were  drawn  by  horfes  through  all  the  principal 
ftreets  of  Mofco.     The   fliip   required  above  forty 
horfes  to  draw  it.     In  order  to  its  pafling  under  the 
gates^  the  top^mafts  were  ftruck,  and,  when  paf{ed« 
fet  up  again ;  befides  which,  the  gate^vay  was  dug  as 
low  as  was  necefllary  for  admitting  it  to  pafs. 
.  Thefe  feftivals  being  ended,  his  Imperial  Majefty 
prepared,  to  undertake  an  expedition  into  Perfia,  at 
the  eameft  requeft  of  Shach  Huffein,  the  Sophy  of 
Perfia,  in  order  to  affift  that  prince  againft  the  Affi 
ghans,  his  rebellious  fubjcfts,  who,  under  the  con* 
duft,  firft,  of  Myrvais,  afterwards,  of  Myr  Ufahmut, 
had  not  only  fcized  upon  the  city  and  ftrong  fbrtrefs 
Chandahar,  but  aHb  had  poffeffed  themfelves  of  In- 
vent! provinces  on  the  frontiers  towards  India,  tnak^ 
ing  frequent  incurfions  towards  the  capital  of  Ifpahan. 
As  I  had  formerly  been  at  the  court  of  Perfia,  I  was 
engaged  by  piy  friend  Do£kor  Blumentroft,  his'  M^- 
jefty's  chief  phyfician,  to  accompany  him  ii>  that  ex* 
pedition. 

Accordingly,  about  the  begtntiing  of  May  1722, 
all  things  neceffiiry  being  in  readinefs',  the  troops  em^ 
barked  at  Mofco,  on  board  of  half  gallies,  •  built  for 
that  purpofe,  and  fell  down  the  river  to  Kolumna } 
near  which  town  the  Mefeo  river  falls  into  the  Qka, 
about  ninety  verfts  from  the  city  of  Mofco.  Kolum-^ 
fta  was  the  jdace  of  rendezvous,  and  where  the 

3  ^  troppa 
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troops  waited  till  the  arrival  of  his  Imperial  Majefty 
and  the  Emprefs,  his  confort>  who  accompanied  him 
in  this  expedition. 

May  I3th9  their  Majefties,  and  all  thofe  of  the 
court  who  were  appointed  to  attend  them  in  this  expe- 
dition, fet  out  from  Mofco  by  land,  and  arrived  the 
next  day  at  Kolumna. 

The  1 5th,  his  Majefty  employed  himfelf  in  review- 
ing the  troops,  in  infpecling  the  condition  of  the  fleet, 
jmd  in  giving  the  neceffary  orders.  The  fleet  con- 
lifted  of  about  three  hundred  fail  of  vefTels,  of  all  forts, 
on  board  of  which  were  about  fifteen  thoufand  regu- 
lar troops,  including  half  the  guards. 

The  1 6th,  in  the  evening,  his  Majefty  and  the  Em- 
preis,  attended  by  a  few  ladies,  went  pn  board  a  mag- 
nifiijent  galley,  of  forty  oars,  with  all  proper  accom- 
modations, built  on  parpofe  for  the  yoyage. 

The  17th,  at  break  of  day,  the  fignal  was  given, 
by  firing  three  great  guns  from  his  Majefty*s  galley, 
for  the  fleet  to  get  under  fail.  The  galley  led  the 
way,  and  all  the  reft  of  the  fleet  followed  in  a  line. 
His  Majefty's  galley  carried  the  ftandard  of  Ruflia, 
the  other  veflels  their  enfigns  difplayed,  with  drums 
beating,  and  mufic  playing,  which  altogether  made 
an  appearance,  perhaps  not  to  l^e  equalled  in  any  o- 
ther  country.  In  about  an  hour's  time,  we  came 
into  the  river  Oka,  where  the  veiTels  had  more  room 
to  fpread. 

Having,  in  my  former  journey  to  Perfia,  mention- 
ed the  feveral  places  from  hence  to  Aftrachan,  I  nee4 
jiot  repeat  them  here. 
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I  have  fonrierly  noted,  riiat,  at  tKis  feafon  of  the 
year, -the  rivers  of  thefe  parts  tnay,  in  fome  meafurei 
be  compared  to  the  Nile ;  for,  from  tHe  melting  of 
the  fnow,  they  overflow  all  the  flat  grounds  adjacent 
to  a  very  great  diftance. 

The  21  ft,  fome  of  our  people  going  afliore,  to  take 
leave  of  their  friends,  did  not  return  on  board  till  late 
in  the  evening,  which  caufed  our  bding  at  fome  dit 
tance  behind  the  fleet ;  upon  which  we  ufed  our  beft 
efforts  to  regain  our  ftation:  'But,  in  the  nighty 
Dur  pilot  falling  afleep,  the  bark  drove  out  of  the 
«  channel  of  the  river  into  a  wood.  I,  being  in  the 
cabin,  heard  a  great  noife  tipon  deck,  hot  linufual 
on  fuch  occafions  :  At  laft  I  perceived  the  veflel  to 
ftrike  againft  fomething,  when,  coming  upon  deck^  I 
wad  not  i,  little  furprifed  to  fee  the  people  climbing 
up  trees ;  for  the  bark  was  jambed  in  between  two 
birch-trees  of  very  large  fize.  All  our  endeavours 
could  neither  move  her  backwards  nor  forwards*  un- 
til  we  got  people  from  a  neighbouring  village,  by 
i^hbfe  afliftance  we  got  her  warped  off  with  little  da- 
mage J  which  being  repaired,  we  proceeded  again  oii  * 
t>ur  voyage. 

The  25th,  we  came  up  with  the  fleet  at  the  town 
Nilhna-Novogorod,  where  their  Majefties  and  all  the 
court  were  moft  fumptuoufly  entertained  at  the  houfe 
\)f  Baroii  Stfdgonoff.  We  ftaid  here  fome  days  to 
take  in  provifions  and  other  necefliries.' 

The  30th,  being  his  Majefty's  birth-day,  the  fame 
^as  folemni^^ed,  in  fhe  ufual  manner,  by  firing  guns. 

The 
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Tbe  31(1,  hu  MajeAf  ftikd  in  Us  ga%  fer 
Cazan^  efcorted  by  fome  of  tbe  finall  gaUks,  kavicg 
the  reft  of  the  fleet  under  the  conmand  of  the  Lord 
High  Admiral  Apraxin. 

June  5th,  we  left  Nifhna-Novogprod,  and,  m  fine 
cairn  weather,  proceeded  down  the  Volga. 
The  8tb,  we  arrived  at  tbe  city  of  Cazan ;  the  Em* 
peror  had  left  that  place  tbe  preceding  day. 

The  9tb,  we  again  proceeded  on  our  voyage. 

The  aoth,  we  arrived  at  the  town  of  Samtoff. 
Nothing  veiy  material  occurred  by  the  way,  in  which 
we  were  fometimes  detained  by  ftrcmg  gales  of 
foutherly  winds,  and  by  calms,  during  which  we 
were  incommoded  by  infinite  numbers  of  mu&ito- 
flies. 

At  this  place  we  came  up  with  the  Emperor,  who 
had  appointed  an  interview  with  the  Ayuka^han, 
King  of  tbe  Kalmucks.  The  Chan^  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  had  his  tents  pitched  on  tiie  eaft  banks  df  the 
Volga,  not  far  from  the  river. 

Next  day,  his  Majeity  invited  the  Ayuka^Chan  and 
bis  Queen  to  dinner  on  board  tbe  galley  ^  which^  for 
tbe  accommodation  of  tbe  royal  guefls  in  getting  ^on 
board,  was  brought  as  near  the  fttore  as  pofltble,  and 
a  gallery  made  from  the  (bore  to  tbe  galley,  for  them. 
to  walk  on. 

Tbe  Ayuka-Chan  casne  on  borfebackj  attended  bf 
two  of  the  princes  bis  ibns^  and  efcorted  by  ar  troop 
of  about  fifty  of  bis  officers  and  great  men^  sA  ex^ 
ceedingly  well  mounted.  AboMt  tW^^  yards  bom 
the  (bore,  tbe  King  alighted  from  his  horfe,  axid  waa 
received  by  a  privy-counfellor  and  an  officer  of  the 

guards* 
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gatrd^  When  the  Emperor  faw  him  advancing^  he 
itrent  on  Ihore,  faluted  him,  and  takkig  him  by  the 
hand,  conduded  him  on  board  the  galky,  where  he 
introduced  him  to  the  Empreft,  who  was  feated  on. 
the  qviarter-tdeck,  under  a  very  Vich  awning* 

Soon  after  the  Ayuka-Chan  was  got  on  board  the 
galley,  the  Queen  arrived  on  the  (hore^  in  a  covered 
wheel-machine,  attended  by  one  of  the  pmcefleSj  her 
daughter,  and  two  ladies,  who  were  alfo  efcorted  by 
a  troop  of  horfemen.  When  ihe  was  alighted,  the 
Emperor  went  on  ihore  to  recdve  her,  and,  conduc- 
ing her  on  board,  introduced  her  to  the  Emprefs. 

The  Ayuka-Chan  is  afi  old  man,  about  fet^nty 
years  of  age,  yet  is  hearty  and  cheerful.  He  is  a 
prince  of  great  wifdom,  and  prudent  condudt ;  is 
much  retpe&ed  by  all  his  ndghbours  for  his  fincerity 
and  plain  dealing.  And  I  recoiled  that,  when  I  was 
at  Pekin,  the  Emperor  of  Chisia  made  very  honour- 
able menticm  of  him.  By  his  kmg  eicperience,  he  is 
very  well  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  a&irs  in  the 
eaft. 

The  Queen  was  about  fifty  years  old,  of  a  decent 
and  cheerful  deportment.  The  ladies,  her  attendants, 
were  young.  The  princefs,  in  particular,  hath  a  fine 
complexion ;  her  hair  a  jet  black,  which  was  difpofed 
in  treffes  romid  her  fliouiders ;  aftd  ihe  was^  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Kalmucks,  a  complete  beauty.  They 
^ere  all  tiddy  dnsfTed  ift  long  rehe»  of  Perfism  bro- 
cade, with  Httk  round  ea^d,  on  the  upper  piart  of 
their  heads,  bordered  wkh  fable^fur,  accottting  to  the 
AdhkM  of  the  Gountryi 

The 
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The  Emperor  intimated  to  the  Ayuka-Chan^  that 
he  would  be  defirous  of  ten  thoufand.  of  his  troops  to 
accompany  him  into  Perfia.  The  King  of  the  Kal- 
mucks replied,  that  ten  thoufand  were  at  the  Em- 
peror's fervice,  bat  that  he  thought  one  half  of  that 
number  would  be  more  than  fufficient  to  anfwer  all 
his  purpofes ;  and  immediately  gave  orders  for  five 
thoufand  to  march  direftly,  and  join  the  Emperor  at 
Terky. 

Both  the  Emperor  and  Emprefs  were  highly  pleaf- 
ed  with  thdr-  guefls,  and,  in  the  evening,  difmifi^ 
them,  with  fuitable  prefents.  The  Emprefs  gave  the 
•Queen  a  gold  repeating-watch,  fet  with  diamonds, 
which  feemed  very  much  to  take  her  £u)cy,  befides 
fome  pieces  of  brocade,  and  other  filks  of  vahie. 

It  is  well  worth  remarking,  that  this  treaty  between 
two  mighty  monarchs  was  begun,  carried  on,  and 
concluded,  in  lefs  fpace  of  time  than  is  ufually  em- 
ployed, by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  our  weftem  Eu- 
ropean monarchs,  in  taking  a  dinner. 

TheN22d,  we  left  Saratoff,  and  failed  down  the  ri- 
ver Volga,  with  a  fair  wind. 

The  23  d,  in  the  evening,  we  came  to  the  town 
of  Kamofhinka,  where,  we  remained  dU  the  next 
morning. 

The  28th,  we  came  to  the  town  of  Zaritzina ;  and 
the  30th,  to  another  town  called  Tzorno-yarr. 

July  4th,  we  arrived  at  the  cky  of  Aftrdkchan*-  Lit<^ 
tie  remarkable  occurred  during  the  toyagc*  We 
were  fometimes  detained  by  contrary  winds ;  and^  for 
the  moft  part  of  the  way,  were  mu<^h  incomau>ded 

by 
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by  muikltoes,  which  plagued  us  much  in  the  day- 
time, and' interrupted  our  reft  during  the  night. 

The  5th,  the  weather  being  exceflive  hot,  the  Em- 
peror, quitted  his  houfe  in  the  city,  and  went  to  lodge 
in  one  of  the  adjacent  vineyards. 

The  6th,  the  dragoons,  whom  we  found  encamped 
on  the  weft  bank  of  the  Volga,  to  the  number  of  five 
thoufiuid,  were  ordered  to  march  dijreftly  to  Terky, 
there  to  wait  the  Emperor's  arrival* 

The  8th,  the  Lord  High' Admiral  Apraxin  arrived 
xrith  the  cfleet  and  troops  on  board.  The  nexj^  day 
the  troops  encamped  on  one  of  the  iflands  in-  the 
neighbourhood.  * 

Duringtour  ftay  at  Aftrachali,-  nothing  of  moment 
occurred^ 

The  i6tb„  all  •  the  neceffary  preparations  being 
completed,  the  troops  fe^mbarked,  and  lay  on  board 
that  night. 

The  17th,  the  Emperor,  Empreft,  and  all  the 
court,  went  on  board;  and,  the. wind  being  fair, 
failed  down  the  river;  drums  beating,  and  mufic 
playing.  The  fleet  was  in  feveraldiviiions,  under 
their  nefpe^Uve  chiefs ;  and,  being  joined  by  a  num- 
ber of  large  tranfports,  and  other  vefiels,  made  a 
very  grand  appearance,  fuch  as  had  never  been'feen 
before  in  this  part  of  the  world,  nor"  frequently  in 
any  other. 

The  1 8th,  the  wind  being  contrary,  we  made  but 
flow  progrefs.  In  the  evening  it  fell  calm ;  all  the 
Ihoals  being  covered  with  high  reeds,  contributed  to 
increafe  the  innumerable  quantity  of  mufkitoes,  with 
which  we  were  intollerably  peftered. 

The 
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The  igtfa,  w^  got  oUt  of  the  mer  Vo^  inio  tiic 
Cafpian  Sea^  The  wind  being  contrary,  the  heary 
tranfports  were  warped  out  as  £ir  as  poffibie,  to  get 
out  of  the  reach  of  tfaofe  troublefbme  infeds.  At 
night  we  came  to  an  anchor,  in  ei^t  feet  water,  near 
It  flat  ifland  called  Tulney^Lapata. 

The  2oth,  we  cootintted  warping  ont  ibe  whole 
day.  At  night,  we  came  to  an  anchor,  near  the  four 
iandy  hillocks  called  Tateerey-Buggory. 

The  aift,  at  break  of  day,  the  Admiral  made 
fignal  for  laitfng ;  the  fleet  got  under  iait,  and  put 
out  to  fea,  with  a  fair  wind. 

The  Emperor,  accompanied  with  the  half->galBes, 
on  board  which  were  the  troops,  (leered  to  the  well, 
clofe  under  the  fliore.  But  I  being  on  board  one  of 
the  large  ihips,  we  kept  the  fea,  and  fleered  a  direft 
courfe  for  Terky.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the 
Emperor  and  the  gallies  took  their  courle  to  avoid 
b4ing  liable  to  be  furprifed  with  a  gale  of  wind  at 
fea,  which  might  have  been  attended  with  bad  con- 
iequaiceai 

The  a  ad,  we  came  into  fidt- water,  four  fathoms 
deep,  out  of  fight  of  land,  and  aUi^of  the  gaUBss. 

The  a^dj  we  had  calms,  aud  eafy  breeaes  at  north- 
wdh 

The  14th,  in  the  evening,  we  (smie  to  an  anchor 
in  the  road  of  Terky. 

The  25tfa,  the  Emperor,  and  all  the  gafliea  arrived 
fine* 

The  25th,  the  Empdrotr  wsM  afiiore }  and,  having 
vifited  the  town  and  fortifications,  returned  on  bonnl 

in  the  evening. 

The 
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The  tofmi  of  Tcrky  is  »  frontier  ftroagty'  fituatbd 
by  mttufd,  being;  encompaffed  by  a'  dee|>  marfliy 
ground,  having  only  one  entmnce  to  it^-oii  the  land- 
iide,  which  is  well  defended  by  batteries.  It  takes 
its  name  firom  a  fmall  rivulet  running  by  it',  called 
Terk.  It  is  govemed  by  a  comrtiandarit,  and  hath 
a*  garrifion  of  about  one  thoufand-  men,  of  regulal: 
troops  and  coiTacks,  and  k  at  sdl  times  welliflored 
with  ammunition  and'  provifibns.  This*  place  is*  of  fm- 
gular  ufe  for  keeping  the  Tzert^aifian  mountaineers  in 
order,-  who*  are  well  known  to  be  an  unruly  and  reft^ 
lefs  people*  I  (hall  beneafter  have'  occafidn  to  fpeak 
more  of  this  nation.  The  fame  dky^  the  Emperor 
fent  an  officer  to  the  Aldiggerey,  comltionly  called 
Sha^!kal,  Ux  notify  his  axtival  in  thefe  p^frtSi  The 
Shaffkzd.  ir  a  prince  oft  confiderable  authority  anloilg 
At  mountaiaeera,  and  a*  friend  to  the  Ruffians; 

The  27th,  the  fleet  weired  anehbr,  and^  failed^ 
Ibuth  by  eaft,  tb>the.bay'of  Agrachan;  fo*  call^  ftbiif 
a^river  oEthad  name.  Ih  the  evenings  we  anchored 
in  thisi  bsy,  as  near  the  (hore  as  we  judged  cdnvenl^ 
ent« 

The  28th,  the  Imperial  ftandard*  was*  fet  up*  on  the 
fliore;  ail'  the  troops '  landed  and  enoamped*  llie 
fame  day,  a  coflack  amved  in:  the  camp*  with  dei^yat^ 
ches  from  General  Vetemnie^  whd  commanded-  a  bb^ 
dy  of  dragoons,  giving-an  account  that,  in  hi^  mar^h^ 
he  was  attacked  by  ^  fbong^  T^^  ^^  mountafv^ers^ 
near  the  town  called  Andnea^  tbaty  aAer  a  fnfiiit  di& 
pute^  in/  which  feveral  of  escdi  fide  hkdbeen  killed, 
and  fome  wounded,  he  at  lafb  difperfed  them^  aind 

a 

took  poifei&on  of  the  town.    Thefe  people  having 

^  Z  previoufly 
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previoufly  fent  aU  their  families  and  effeSts  to  fome 
diftance  in  the  mountains,  it  feems  this  raih  attempt 
of  thefe  mountaineers  was  premeditated  ;  for  the  Ger 
neral  den^anded  nothing  but  a  free  paiTage  through 
the  country,  and  engaged  to  leave  them  unmcJefted. 
'  The  place  itfdf  is  of  no  defence,  though  they  had 
barricaded  the  ftreets  and  avenues  leading  to  it.  The 
poor  people  felt  to  their  coft  the  effeds  of  attacking 
regular  troops,  of  which  they  had  never  feen  any  be- 
fore. However,  this  was  a  certain  proof  of  the  bold- 
pefs  of  thefe  people.  Several  of  them  were  brought 
prifoners  to  the  camp  ^  they  were  ftroQg  ^ble-bodied 
men,  fit  for  any  fervice. 

The  Emperor,  before  be  left  Aftrachan,  had  fent 
manifeftos  to  all  the  petty  princes  and  chiefs  of 
Daggeftan,  declaring,  that  he  did  not  come  to  invade 
or  make  war  againft  them ;  that  he  only  defired  a 
free  paflage  through  their  territories,  an^l  would  pay 
ready  moi^ey  for  wh^t  provifions,  or  other  neceflaries, 
they  might  fumiih^  and  that  to  the  full  value ;  to 
which  fome  of  theiii  i^greed,  others  of  them  did  not. 
Such  is  often  the  cafe  with  free  independent  flates,  as 
are  thofe  of  \h^  Psigg^ilan, 

The  agth  and  39tb  were  fpent  in  landing  the  pro- 
vifions, artillery,  &c. ;  after  which  the  whole  army 
and  baggage  were  tranfported,  on  boats  and  rafts,  to 
the  eaft  bank  of  the  river  Agrachan,  This  proved  a 
work  of  labour,  there  being  no  woods  at  hand  to 
make'  a  bridge,  nor  water  enough,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  to  jidmit  our  half-gallies,  which  were  de- 
figned.  for  the  bridge. 

The 
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llie  army  being  tranfported  over,  and  encamped 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  the  Emperor  made  a 
plan,  and  ordered  a  fmall  fortrefs  to  be  raifed ;  he 
tiamed  it  Agrachan,  from  the  river  on  wh^'ch  it  was 
built.  This  place  wa$  intended  to  keep  fuch  ftores 
as  we  could  not  conveniently  carry  along  with  us, 
and  as  a  place  of  retreat,  in  cafe  of  unforefeen  acci- 
dents. 

Auguft  2d,  the  chief  named  Aldiggcry  came  to 
pay  his  refpefts  to  the  Emperor,  who  gave  him  a 
gracious  receptidn,  as  he  did  to  feveral  other  chiefs, 
of  lefs  note,  who  came  in  a  friendly  manner.  The 
Aldiggerey  was  accompanied  by  a  fmall  troop  of  his 
principal  officers ;  moft  of  them  were  handfome  young 
fellows,  very  well  mounted;  After  this  chief  had 
ftaid  fome  hours,  and  fettled  matters  relating  to  the 
march,  he  took  his  leave. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  foldiers  were  employed  in 
raifing  the  works  of  the  fortrefs  ;  and  ten  thoufand 
coflacks  arrived  from  the  river  Don,  all  horfemen, 
under  command  of  Krafnotzokin  and  other  chiefs  ^ 
and  alfo  the  five  thoufand  Kalmucks,  fent  by  the 
Ayuka-Chan,  according  to  agreement,  as  formerly 
mentioned.  They  were  all  well  mounted,  and  had 
many  fpare  horfes,  which  were  of  great  ufe.  They 
all  encamped  in  the  plain  towards  the  mountains. 

The  tro6ps  being  now  all  affembled,  Ive  only  wait- 
ed for  the  carriages  which  the  Aldiggerey  had  engag- 
ed to  ftimifh  for  the  artillery  and  baggage. 

During  this  interval,  oui^eat  leader^  the  Empe- 
rdr,  was  not  idle^  but  daily  on  horfeback,  reviewing 
the  aripy^  which  was  now  increafed  to  more  than 

thirty 
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thirty  thoufeiHl  combftt^ts,  uM^u4iRg  tfae  ^Coflkcks 
^d  Kalmjkicks ;  ^  o^umber  fuScie&t  to  have  a<xiquer*- 
^d  aUFerfub  h^d. it  been  intended.  Befides  the  army 
,:which  ,were  .the^  aflembled,  the  Aldiggerey  ixiade  si 
.tender  to  the  Emperor  of  a  confiderable  'body  of  his 
trpc^,  which  (he  einperor  declined  the  acceptance 

.of. 

At  length,  about  three  hundred  waggons  arrived  at 

,the  camp,  drawn  .by  two  oxen  each;  but  their  hamef- 

Xing  .not  being  ifuch  as  we  wore  ufed  to,  we  wcace  not 

a  Iktle  embarraffed  in  fettiAg  them  a-going. 

About  the  nuddk  of  Auguft,  the  army  was  put  in 
motipn^  2ind  marched,  in  feveral  columns,  siVom  Agni- 
chan ;  leaving  ther^  a  force  fuf&cient  to  complete  ^e 
works,  apd  ^rrifon  the  place.  In  the  evening,  we 
encamped  at  a  brook  of  brackifh  and  muddy  vnu^er. 
This  day  our  road  lay  about  equal  diftance  between 
the  feaand  the  Tzercaflxan  mountains,, commonly  cal- 
fled  Daggeflap* 

Next  ^moriiing  we  decamped^  matched  along  ^ 
valley  tp.w^ds  the  .mountains,  .aady  at  night,  cam^  t;o 
another  brpok  of  bad  water,  where  was  a  little  wood 
pf  oaks,  and  .plenty  of  .grafs,  among  v^hi<^  I  ob- 
served grea,t, quantities  of  a  certaiii  herb,  called  Ro- 
nian  wormwood^  which  .the  :hungry  hoi^es  devpuired 
very  greedily.  Next  day,  we  fouad  abpuit  .fiw  Jinn- 
dred  of  our  .hor fes  dead  :in  the  wood  and  adJKent 
fields.  In  our  picefent  cbrcuinftances  this  wa^  po  j^nalt 
difafter.  The  caufe  was  afcribed  to  thmr  i^9^g  fhe 
wormwood,  which,  perhaps,  might  be  the  cafe.  We 
avoided,  for  the  future^  as  ipHch  as  poflibl^^  .(he  ica- 
campitig  where  large  quantities  of  tjtus  ft]m  (gKSW^ 

Yet 
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STet  the  dead  ihoefes,  having  ibeen  in  good  cafe^ 
ii«et;eiiot  entirely  loijb,  a^  x)\xr  Kalmnck^rfeafled  on  them 
(csr  jfeveral  .days.  It  is  to  he  obfeexed,  that,tfaefe  peo- 
,ple  prefer 'horfe-flefti  to  beef ;  and,  in  all  their  expe- 
ditioQs,  ^ir  .baggage  is  very  compendious,  carrying 
410  other  provilions  Hban  inch  a  inumber  of  fpare  boY- 
:fes  as  .they  think  they  may  .^xrant.  I  was  often  .diverted 
•inieeing  thefe  hacdy  pecqple,  jround  aifire,  broiling  and 
.eating  thdrrhorfe^ftakes,  without  either 'bread  oriak. 
The  lofs  of  fo  many  horfes  detained  us  fome  hours 
•kter.than  ufual ;  but,  as  both  the-  water  and^rafs  were 
:bad,  ^we  decamped,  and,  at  night,  ^came  to  a  fpacious 
^Iwx  oppofite  to  the  tosjm  of  Tarku,  where  the  Aidig- 
gerey  refides.  Here  we  f o vind  freih  water  and  good 
4)afturagc. 

Xhis  place>]S  pleafantly  fituated Jn  a  >ho}lpw  between 
two  high  ihiUs,  xiGng,  Ifloe  an  amphiAeatre,  to  within 
a  imall  diftance  of  the  top.^  Jbaving  a  f^^  view  of  the 
Ca^iaix  Sea.  The  Prince's  houfe  is  the  ti^pennoft, 
.find  overlooks  the  whole  :town.  it  ooniifts  of  feveral 
apartments,  with  a  fpacious  Ihall,  after  the  P^rlian 
manner,  having  a  terrace  and  fmall  garden  ^djoinifig. 
NcxX  moxning,.the  ikldiggerey  came  and  wa^ed  on 
tbeir  Majefties,  and  invited  ithem  to  dinner,  '\^hich 
was  accepted  ofl 

Towards  noon,  ^liheS^rlncers,  fpoufe  to  the  Aldigge- 
fey,  came  and  paid  ther  cefpefks  'to  the  (E^siprefe,  and 
gave  her  majefty  a  fonsial  ^invitation.  This  ia&y  -came 
tfi  the  equipage  of /Ihe  country,  4hat  is,  in  a  covered 
waggon^  drawn  by  a  ynsske  c^  oxct,  with  a  few  footmen 
to  attend  her,  and  efcorted  by  a  fmall  ^psuty  of  horle. 
The  ls^4  ^ough  fomedhiag  ad<vanded  ^ia  yeacs,  ^ad 

ftill 


ftill  the  remains  of  an  handfome  perfon.  She  had 
along  with  her,  in  the  waggon,  a  young  lady,  her 
daughter,  who  was  fo  pretty  that  fhe  would  have  been 

.deemed  a  beauty  in  any  part  of  Europe.  When  they 
entered  the  Empreis's  tent,  her  Majefty  ftood  up  to 
receive  them ;  they  then  took  off  their  veils,  and  be- . 
haved  with  great  decenqr*  They  were  richly  dreffed 
after  the  Perfian  faihion.  After  they  had  drunk  a 
^diih  of  coffee,  they  took  leave,  and  returned  to  the 
town. 

Soon  after  their  departure,  the  Emperor  and  £m- 
prefs  went  to  the  town  to  dine.    The  Emperor  went 

.  on  horfeback,  the  Emprefs  in  her  coach,  attended  by 
fome  of  the  cpurt  ladies,  and  efcorted  by  a  battalion 
of  the  guards.  The  (Ireet  was  fo  narrow,  and 
near  the  palace  fo  fteep,  that  the  coach  and   fix 

.  horfes  could  not  proceed  quite  to  the  palace,  which, 
when  her  Majefty  perceived,  fhe  alighted  ftt>m  the 
coach,  and  walked  the  reft  of  the  way  on  foot. 
The  Emperor  was  much  pleafed  with  the  romantic  fi- 
tuation  of  the  place.     In  the  evening  they  returned  to 

.  the  camp. 

Auguft  22d,  the  army  marched  from  Shaffkal. 
The  day  being  exceeding  hot,  no  water  to  be  found 
on  the  road,  together  with  a  continuetd  cloud  of  duft, 
to  that  degree  that  we  could  fcarcely  know  one  an- 
other, made  this  day's  march  very  difagreeable  and  fa- 
tiguing to  all,  more  efpecially  to  the  heavy  armed 
troops  and  the  cattle.  Notwithftanding  thefe  incon- 
veniences, the  Emperor  kept  on  horfeback  the  vdioie 
day,  and  took  his  fhare  of  whatever  happened.  At 
night,  we  came  to  fome  wells  of  freih  water,  where 

the 
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the  araiy  encamped;  but  there  was  hardly  water 
enough  for  the  people  to  drink,  which  obliged  us  ^  to 
fend  the  horfes  aad  cattle  to  a  brook  at  fome  diftance, 
and  a  ftrong  party  of  CoiTacks  to  guard  them,  left  the 
enemy  (hould  attempt  to  carry  them  off.  -     '  ' 

The  next  day,  we  halted  at  the  wells.  The  Em- 
peror havmg  received  intelligence,  that  a  certiiin  chie& 
t^dn  of  the  mountaineers,  named  Uflmey,  wias  affem- 
bling  fome  troops  in  order  to  harrafs  us  in  our  march^ 
which  lay  through  fome  hollow  groimds ;  according- 
ly, towaids  noon,  ^we  perceived  a  number  of  horfc 
and  foot,  on  the  tops  of  the  neighbouring  hills,  about 
three  Engiifh  miles  diftance  from  the  camp ;  after  they 
had  reconnoitred  our  difpofition  for  JTome  time,  .a« 
bout  one  half  of  them,  compofed  of  horfe  and  foot; 
came  down  into  the  plain,  with  intent  to  drive  off 
fome  of  our  cattle,  which  brought  on  a  ikirmifh  be- 
tween our  irregular  troops    and  the  mountaineers, 

■ 

wherein  feveral  were  wounded,  and  fome  were  killed 
on  each  fide.  Our  people  took  many  of  their  foot 
and  of  fuch  as  had  been  difmounted  prifoners.  During 
the  adion,  our  infantry  kept  clofe  in  the  camp.  The 
Emperor  rode  out  to  the  field  ;  he  ordered  the  dra- 
goons to  march,  and  fupport  the  irregulars:  On 
their  advancing,  the  enemy  foon  difperfed  themfelves, 
and  fled  to  the  hills,  where  a  confiderable  number  had 
remained  firm  on  the  heights.  The  carrying  off  fome 
cattle  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  their  principal  aim,  as 
'  it  would  not  have  beeA  lefs  than  downright  madnefs 
in  them  to  have  expeded  to  gain  any  advantage  by 
attacking  fuch  an  army  of  veteran  troops,  well  pro- 
vided and  well  condufted. 


la  the  meandme^our  dra^^iu  and  irrqgi^s  wete 
ia  pujiuit  of  the  eaemyyon  the  other  fide  of  die  firit 
ridge  of  hills,:  aad  quite  out  of  fight.  The  Eniperar, 
bdng  apprehenfive  of  aa  amboih,  and  of  a  lafge  b6^ 
dy  of  mountaiaeei»  being  loc^ped  on  die  other  fide  of 
the  hills,  about  three  o'clock  afternoon;  ohlered'  the 
army  to  decamp^randrHumch  t<)Wards  the  ifiouhtams^ 
which  was  performed  in  fix  columm.  The  Emper* 
or  had  hourly  inteliigeiice  of  die  proceedii^  of  the 
drag^x^ns  and  irreg^arsy  who  at  length  entirely  dif- 
perfed  the  enemy,  aiid-  had  taken  poiTeflioflL  of  the 
towa  where  the  Prince  Uflmeyj-efided.  However,  it  be* 
in^  then  too  late  to:  return  to  our  former  camp,  the  ar- 
my, enoamped  that  fiigbt  on  a  plain  between  the  hilk 
on  the- banks  of  a >fitiaU  rivulet,,  where  we  had  but 
indifferent  (quarters;  aft  there  Was 'no  more  time  than 
to  fet  up  the  Emperor's  tent,  and  a  few  others* 

The  next  day,  the  ariny  decamped,-  and  marched 
back  to  our  former  camp  at  the  welbj  leaving,  the 
dragoons  aad  irregulars  to'  manage  the  reft:  of  the 
bufinefe,  who  made  the  Daggefians,.  particularly  the 
Ul&ney ,  and  his  people,  pay  dicar  for  their  rafli  attempt 
o£  endeavouring  to.  inteirupt  the  march  of  an-  army  fo 
£m*.  fiiperipr  to  any  force  tfaey  coUld  mufler.  We 
ftaid  here  two  dayc^.  waiting. for  the  return  of  our  dra- 
goons and  irregulars. 

The  27th,  the  troops  being  all  re^affembled;  the 
Emperor  decamped,  and  marched  again  to  the  foutb* 
eaftward,  towards  Derbent,  through  a^  diy^  parched 
j^lain*  At  night,  we  came  tt)  a  brook^.  iliear  the.  foot 
of  the  hills,  where  we  encamped,  not  having  fees  any 
enemy  that  day. 

The 
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The  i8th,  we  inarched  again,  and,  pafling  a  defile, 
or  hollow  way,  with  fomc  difficulty  and  delay  to  the 
cafriages,  ^at  night  we  came  to  wells  of  brackifh  wa- 
ter, where  we  fet  up  our  tents,  at  no  gfeat  diftance 
from  the  hills,  the  fea  being  about  a  mile  from  us  to 
the  left  hand. 

The  29th,  being  within  a  fhort  march  of  the  city  of 
Derbent,  the  Emperor  halted  to  give  the  troops  time 
to  put  themfelves  in  order  for  an  entry  into  the  town, 
as  it  is  the  frontier  belonging  to  the  Shach  of  Perfia. 

Near  our  camp,  there  are  leveral  pits  flowing  with 
that  bituminous  liquid  called  naphtha.  The  liaphtha 
here  is  of  a  blackifh  colour,  rery  inflammable ;  it  is 
ufed  by  the  Perfians  to  bum  in  their  lamps,  and  not 
eafily  extinguiflied  by  rainj  But,  as  I  have  former ' 
ly  fpokehof  this  kind  of  petroleum,  I  do  not  enlarge 
on  that  fubjefl:  here. 

The  30th,  the  army  fet  forwards,  the  Emperor  be- 
ing on  horfeback  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  which 
made  a  fine  appearance.  At  the  diftance  of  about  3 
Englifh  miles  from  Derbent,  the  governor  of  that 
place,  attended  by  his  officers  of  diftin£U<Mi,  and  the 
magift rates  of  the  town,  came  in  a  body  to  wait  on 
the  Emperor,  and  to  prefent  him  with  the  golden 
keys  of  the  town  and  of  the  citadel,  which  they  did 
on  a  cuibion  covered  with  very  rich  Perfian  brorade ; 
the  governor  and  all  his  attendants  kneeling  during 
this  fliort  ceremony.  The  Emperor  received  thefe 
gentlemen  very  gracioufly,  and  gave  them  £gnal 
marks  of  his  favour.  They  accompanied  him  to  the 
dtfj  where,  being  arrived,  the  army  halted  feme  t^ne ; 
during  which  guards  w^re  placed  at  the  gates,  and  a 
garAfoix  ia  the  citadel,  under  the  com^^and  cf  Co- 

4  A  lonel 
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lonel  Ttinger^  with  a  fupply  of  rannnn  and  ammmii' 
don,  both  which  were  wanting  in  the  pbce. 

The  foregoing  being  completed,  the  Emperor  at  die 
head  of  his  army,  marched  through  the  dty,  and  en- 
canq>ed  among  the  vineyards,  about  an  Englifh  mile 
to  the  fouth-eaflward  of  the  town,  and  about  half  a 
mile  from  the  fea^fliore. 

Soon  after  which  the  EmpercNr,  acamipanied  by  all 
the  general  officers,  returned  again  to  the  dty,  and 
examined  the  condition  of  the  fortifications.  On 
this  occafion,*the  Perfian  governor  made  his  Majefty 
an  offer  of  his  houfe,  and  quarters .  for  as  many  of 
the  troops  as  the  place  could  accommodate ;  but,  to 
avoid  putting  the  inhabitants  to  any  inconveniency, 
or  perhaps  for  other  reafons,  the  Emperor  declined 
accepting  the  offer  of  lodging  in  the  city,  and,  at  night, 
returned  to  his  camp. 

In  this  fituation,  we  continued  fome  days,  and  were 
making  the  needful  preparations  for  advamdng  far- 
ther into  the  country,  as  foon  as  the  tranfports  with 
provifions,  flores,  &c.  from  Aftrachan,  which  were 
daily  expe^ed,  (hould  arrive. 

They  did  arrive  in  fafety  ;  but  a  moft  unfortunate 
accident  happened  ;  the  night  following,  after  their 
arrival,  a^  violent  ftorm  of  wind,  from  the  north-eaft, 
drove  the  greateft  part  of  them  aihore,  where  they 
were  wrecked  and-  daffied  to  pieces  y.  but,  by  good 
provid^snce,  not  many  lives  were  loft. 

This  misfortune  difconcerted  bis  Majefty's  meafures, 
and  put  a  ftop  to.  the  farther  progreis  of  his  arms  for 
the  prefent,  having  nothing  before  him  but  a  conn* 
try  exhaufted  of  all  neceflaries ;  and  the  feafon  of  the 
year  being  too  far  fpcnt  to  wait  Zr  freih  fnppIy  firora 

Aftiacban, 
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Altrachan,  the  Emperor  determined  to  leave  tilings 
in  the  fame  ftate  they  then  were  in,  and  to  return' a- 
gain  to  Aftrachan,  by  the  fame  way  we  came,  leaving 
a  garrifon  at  Derbent  fufficient  to  fecure  the  advan- 
tages he  had  gained. 

Before  I  leave  Derbent,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  give  a 
fliort  defcription  of  the  place.  It  is  faid  to  have  been 
firft  built  and  fortified,  according  to  the  ftyle  of  the 
fortifications  of  that  age,  J>y  Alexander  the  Great ; 
though  it  is  not  eafy  to  afcertain  that  tradition,  or  the 
aera  of  its  firft  conftruQion  ;  yet,  by  variety  of  cir- 
cumftances,  it  appears  to  be  very  ancient. 

The  prefent  citadel,  walls,  and  gates,  feem  to  be  of 
European  architecture,  and  no  mean  performance* 

The  citadel  ftands  on  the  higheft  grounds  of  the 
city  towards  the  land-fide.  The  walls  of  the  city  are 
built  of  large  blocks  of  fquare  ftone ;  they  reach  in- 
to the  fea,  beyond  which  many  huge  rocks  are  tum- 
bled into  the  fea,  to  prevent  any  approach,  or  paflage 
on  that  fide.  The  haven  is  now  fo  choaked  up  with 
fand,  that  there  is  hardly  entry  for  a  fmall  boat. 

Derbent  may  be  called  the  key  to  the  Perfian  em- 
pire on  this  fide,  and  ferves  to  keep  the  mountai- 
neers, and  other  neighbours  on  that  fide  in  awe.  The 
fituation  is  very  pleafant,  rifing  gradually  from  the 
fea  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  commanding  a  very  exten- 
five  profpeft,  efpecially  towards  the  fouth-eaft.  A- 
bout  thirty  miles  due  fouth  ftands  one  of  the  higheft 
mountains  in  Perfia,  called  Shach-Dagh,  which  is  al- 
ways covered  with  fnow.  To  the  eaftward  of  the 
town  are  many  large  vineyards,  producing  plenty  of 
^pes^  of  which  they  make  a  coAfiderable  quantity 

of 


55^  A   JOURNET 

of  both  white  and  red  wine,  of  ftrength  fufident  to 
preferve  it  round  the  year,  and  longer  if  required. 
The  people  of  fubftance  there  keep  their  wine  in  jars, 
buried  under  ground,  by  which  method  it  will  keep 
good  for  years. 

They  have  alfo  fruitful  plains  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and,  at  fome  diftance,  is  a  large  foreft  oi  wal- 
nut trees,  oaks,  &c.  As  this  place  is  a  frontier  of 
great  importance,  the  Sophy  of  Periia  always  appoinu 
a  perfon  of  diftinftion  for  its  governor* 

His  Majefty  having  placed  a  fufficient  garrifon  in 
Derbent,  which  he  left  there  under  the  conunand  of 
Colonel  Tunger,  upon  Sept.  the  1 8th  the  whole  ar- 
my marched  back  through  the  town,  keeping  the  fame 
route  by  which  we  came. '  Little  of  moment  occurred 
on  our  march,  though  we  were  almoft  daily  alarmed 
by  fmall  parties  of  the  Daggeftans,  who  frequently 
made  their  appearance  on  the  tops  of  the  hills,  but 
fled  always  at  the  approach  of  our  coflacks.  As  we 
had  feen  no  rain  fmce  our  landing  on  this  coafl,  our 
people  fuffered  not  a  little  from  the  great  heats,  con- 
tinual cloud$  of  dull,  and  want  of  water. 

On  the  29th  of  September,  after  a  moft  fatiguing, 
march,  their  Majefties  and  all  the  army  arrived  in 
fafety  at  the  fort  of  Agrachan,  and  found  the  fleet  in 
the  bay  where  we  left  them. 

Odtober  the  -ift,  we  began  to  fhip  off  the  baggage, 
and  what  artillery,  &c.  was  not  wanted  at  the  fort  of 
Agrachan  ;  in  which  place  the  Emperor  left  a  fnffi* 
cient  garrifon. 

I  fhall  now  endeavour  to  give  the  reader  a  fhort 
view  of  the  country  conmionly  called  Tssercaifia,  or 

Daggcflan^ 


Daggeftan^  by  the  inhabitaats  of  the  countiyy  bom 
dag^y  which  figaifies  a  mountain  in  thdr  Ismgua^^ 
The  country  fo  called  is  fituated  between  the  Euxiae,, 
or  Black  Sea,  and  the  Cafpian  Sea  :  Thefe  vm  £^ 
confine  it  from  N*  W.  to  S.  £•  Southward  it  reaches- 
to  the  province  of  Gurgiftan,  commonly  called  Geor-.; 
gia.  It  (tretcfaes  northward  into  a  part  of  tb^  Stepp, 
or  deferti  which  lies  between  Afo{di  and  Aftra* 
chan. 

The  country  is  divided  into  feveral  free  indepen- 
dent principalities, .  as  Kaberda,  Shaffkall,*  Uflmey^ 
and  many  others,  under  their  refpedive  chieftaina^ 
who  are  at  firft  eleded  by  the  people ;  and  thov^h 
that  office  is  ibmetimes  known  to  continue  in  the  &# 
mily  of  the  perfon  eleded  for  feveral  generations,,  yet 
it  hath  frequently  happened,  that,  either  through 
mal-adminiftration,  or  in  confequence  of  wars  among 
thofe  different  ftates,  a  chieftain  with  his  family  have 
been  depofed  or  banifhed,  and  anodier  appointed  in 
his  place.  It  hath  alfo  been  known,  that  the  Sophy 
of  Perfia  hath  placed  and  difplaced  fome  of  thofe 
princes  among  the  Daggeftans  who  lie  the  mod  con* 
tiguous  to  Perfia.  Both  the  Sophy  and  the  Ottoman^ 
Porte  lay  claim  to  the  fovere\gnty  of  Daggeftan  j  but 
of  late  years,  thefe  people,  trufling  to  their  own  va- 
lour and  the  natural  ftrength  of  the  country,  pay 
little  regard  to  either  of  thefe  mighty  monarchs,  who 
fometimes  threat^i  them,  at  other  times  court  their 
friendfhip. 

The  whole  extent  of  the  country  is  hilly,  with  fbme 
mountains  of  great  heighthj  yet,  I  am  informed, 
they  have  fruitful  vall^s^  producing  com,  vines,  and 

fruits, 
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fruits,  natural  to  the  cfimate.  Befides  a  breed  of  ez« 
cellent  laddle-hories,  they  have  great  ftore  of  catde, 
particularly  of  (heep,  whkh  produce  the  fineft  wool  I 
hare  feen  in  any  part.  Whether  the  famous  golden 
fleece  vras  the  produce  of  thefe  parts  or  not,  I  fliall 
leave  others  to  determine. 

Tlie  men  are,  for  the  moft  part,  well  made  and 
flout ;  many  of  them  are  employed  in  the  fervice  of 
the  Sophy,  and  frequently  raifed  to  high  flations.  The 
Etmadowlett,  or  prime  minifter,  Aly-Begg,  was  a  na- 
tive of  this  country.  As  to  their  women,  they  are 
efteemed  to  be  the  moft  beautiful  of  any  in  Afia,  as 
well  for  features  and  complexion  as  alfo  for  fine 
ihape ;  on  which  account  many  of  thefe  poor  girls  are 
purchafed  at  high  rates,  or  ftolen  away,  for  the  ufe  of 
theferaglios  at  Ifpahan,  Gonftantinople,  and  other 
eaftem  courts. 

The  religion  of  the  Daggeftans  is  generally  Maho- 
inetan;  fome  following  the  fed  of  Ofman,  others 
that  of  Haly.  Some  of  thofe  people  are  ChrilKans 
of  the  Eaftem  or  Greek  Church.  Their  language, 
for  the  moft  part,  is  Turkilh,  or  rather  a  dialed  of 
the  Arabic,  though  majiy  of  them  fpeak  alfo  the  Per- 
fian  language. 

One  article  I  cannot  omit  concerning  their  laws  of 

hofpitality,  which  is,  if  their  jgreateft  enemy  comes 

und^r  their  roof  for  protedtion,  the  landlord,  of  what 

condition  foever,  is  obliged  to  keep  him  fafe  from  all 

maimer  of  harm  or  violence,  during  his  abode  v^th 

him,  an4  even  t6  conduft  him  fafely  through  his  terri- 

tpries  to  a  place  of  fecurlty.     With  which  I  conclude 

what  1  have  to  fay  of  the  Daggeftans. 

On 
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On  the  5th  of  October,  his  Majefty  and  die  Em- 
prefs  went  on  board  their  galley^  the  fleet  being  rea« 
dy,  and  all  the  troops  embarked. 

Before  I  quit  Agrachan,  I  am  deiirous  of  bring- 
ing the  reader,  in  fome  meafare,  acquainted  with 
the  charader  of  the  magnanimous  commander  of 
this  expedition,  during  which  I  had  daily  frequent 
opportunities  of  feeing  that  great  man  Peter  the  Firft; 
and,  during  the  whole  time,  was  in  company,  and 
converfed  with  thofe  people  who  had  attended  his 
perfon  for  very  many  years  ;  feveral  of  whom  poflef- 
fed,  in  fome  degree,  his  favour,  and  were  well  re- 
garded by  him.  Therefore,  I  hope,  what  I  am  about 
to  offer,  concerning  this  great  monarch,  will  not  be 
unacceptable  to  the  candid  reader,  whofe  taking  in 
good  part  what  I  fhall  fay,  I  have  fome  right  to  exr 
pe&  ;  for  I  fhall  fay  nothing  of  fad,  but  what  is  true, 
nor  any  thing  of  opinion,  but  what  is  fmcere. 

Several  foreign  writers  have  mifreprefented  and 
traduced  the  real  charafter  of  Peter  the  Great,  by  re- 
lating mean  flories,  picked  up  at  ale-houfes,  and  cir- 
culated among  the  lowefl  clafs  of  people,  moft  of 
them  without  the  leafl  ground  of  truth,  whereby 
many  people  of  good  underftanding  have  been  mif- 
led,  and,  even  to  this  prefent  time,  look  on  him  to 
have  been  a  vicious  man,  and  a  cruel  tyrant,  than 
which  nothing  can  be  more  the  reverfe  of  his  true 
chara£ter. 

Though  he  might  have  had  fome  failings,  yet  it  is 
well  known,  to  many  living  at  the  time  of  my  writ- 
ing this,  which  is  above  thirty-feven  years  aftgr  his  ' 
demife,  that  his  prudence,  juflice,  and  humanity, 

very 
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very  miich  ovtib^anced  his  failings,  which  pdiid- 
pally 9  if  j3ot  foIeLy,  arofe  from  his  incliiudon  to  die 
fair  fez. 

I  ihall  here  take  die  liberty  to  infert  a  paflage  or 
two,  which,  though  trifling,  yet  as  fo  great  a  perfon* 
age  is  the  fubjed,  will  Jiot,  I  truft,  be  altogether  un- 
acceptable or  unentertaining  to  the  reader,  as  they  are 
inftances  of  his  afliduity. 

About  the  middle  of  Odober  17 14,  I  arrived  at 
Cronftadt  m  an  Englifh  fhip.  The  Czar  having  no- 
tice of  the  fliip's  arrival,  came  on  board  the  next 
morning,  from  St  Peterfburgh  ;  being  attended  only 
by  Dr  Arefkine,  who  was  his  chief  phyfician  at  that 
time,  and  on  that  occaficm  ferved  him  as  interpicter* 
After  his  Majefty  bad  inquired  news  about  the  Swed^ 
Uh  fleet,  &c.  he  eat  a  piece  of  bread  and  cheefe,  and 
drank  a  glals  of  ale ;  then  went  on  ihore  to  vifit  the 
works  carrying  on  at  Cronfbdt ;  and  retunied,  the 
fame  evening,  in  his  boat,  to  St  Peterfburgh,  diftance 

about  twenty  Englifh  miles. 

The  drft  winter  after  my  arrival  at  St  Peterfburgh, 
I  lodged  at  Mr  Noy's,  an  EngHfli  Ihip-builder  in  the 
Czar's  fervice.  One  nloming,  before  day-fight,  ray 
fervant  came  and  told  me  that  the  Czar  was  at  the 
door.  I  got  up,  and  faw  him  walking  up  and  down 
the  yard,  the  weather  being  feverely  cold  and 
frofty,  without  any  one  to  attend  him.  MrNoy 
foon  came,  and  took  him  into  the  parlour,  where  his 
Majefty  gave  him  fome  particular  diredions  about  a 
fhip  then  on  the  flocks  j  which  having  done,  he  left 
hiod. 

His 
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His  Majefty's  perfon  was  graceful,  tall,,  and  well 
made;  clean,  and  very  plain  in  his  apparel.     He 
generally  wore  an  Englifli  drab-colour  cloth-frock^ 
never  appearing  in  a  drefe  fuit  of  clothes,  unlefs  ea ' 
great  feftivals,  and  remai  '^able  holidays ;   on  whicfe 
occafions,  he  was  fometimes  dreiTed  in  laced  clothes,  of 
which  fqrt  he  was  not  owner  c£  above  three  or  four 
fuits.    When  he  was  drefled,  he  wore  the  order  of  St 
Andrew ;  at  other  times,  he  had  no  badge  or  mark  of 
any  order  on  bis  perfon.     His  equipage  wisis  fimple, 
without  attendants.     In  fummer,  a  four-oared  wherry 
was  always  attending,  to  carry  him  over  the  river,  if 
he  ihould  want  to  crofs  it,  which  he  frequently  did. 
When  he  went  about  the  town  by  land,  he  ahxrays 
made  ufe  of  an  open  two-wheeled  chaife,  attended  by 
two  foldiers  or  grooms,  who  rode  before^  and"  a  page, 
who  fometimes  lldod  behind  the  chaife,  and  often  fat 
in  it  with  his  Majefty,  and  drove  him,    *In  winter,  he 
made  ufe  of  a  fledge,  drawn  by  one  horfcj   with  the 
fame  attendants.     He  found  thefe  to  be  the  moft  ex- 
peditious ways  of  conveyai>ce,  and  ufed  no  other. 
He  was  abroad  every  day  in  the  year,  unlefs  confined 
at  home  by  illnefs,  which  rarely  happened  ;  fo  that 
feldom  a  day  paffed  but  he  was  feen  in  almoft  eveiy 
part  of  the  city. 

I  have  more  than  once  feen  him  ftop  in  the  Pcreers, 
to  receive  petitions  from  perfbns  who  thought  them- 
felvcs  wronged  by  fentences  paffed  in  courts  of  judi- 
cature;. On  taking,  the  petition,  the  perfon  was  told 
4.0  come  next  day  to  the  fenate ;  where  the  afiair  wa's 
immediately  examined  and  determined,  if  the  nature 
of  it  would  admit  its  being  done  in  fo  ihort  a  time. 
It  vfill  naturally  follow,  that  fuch  free  accefs  to  Ms 

4  B  perfon 
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perfofi  was  not  only  produdive  of  grtat  relief  tQ 
many  poor  widows  and  orphans,  but  alfo  a  ftrong 
check  upon  judges ;  and  tended  very  much  to  pre- 
vent any  fort  of  influence  prevailing  on  them  to  pro- 
nounce unjuft  fentences,  for  which  they  were  fo  likely 
to  be  called  to  account. 

His  Majefty  might  truly  be  called  a  man  of  bufi- 
nefs,  for  he  could  defpatch  more  afiairs  in  a  morn- 
ing, than  a  houfeful  of  fenators  could  do  in  a  month. 
He  rofe  aUnoft  every  morning,  in  the  winter  time,  be- 
fore four  o'clock;  was  often  in  his  cabinet  by 
three  o'clock;  where  two  private   fecretaries,  and 

certain  clerKs^  paid  conftant  attendance.  He  often 
.went  fo  early  to  the  fenate,  as  to  occaiion  the  fena- 
tors being  raifed  out  of  their  beds  to  attend  him  there. 
Wh^  affembled,  after  hearing  caufes  between  fubjed 
and  fubjeft,  or  public  affairs,  regarding  the  interior  of 
the  empire,  read  by  the  fecretary,  and  the  opinion  of 
the  fenate  recited  thereupon,  he  would  write  upon  the 
procefs,  or  upon  the  affair,  under  deliberation,  with 
his  owi^  hand,  in  ^  very  Facouic  ftyle,  **  Let  it 
be  according  to  the  decree  of  the  fenate  ;'•  and  fome^ 
times  would  add  fome  particular  alterations,  fuch  as 
he  thought  fit  to  mention,  and  underwrote  Peter^ 

His  majefly  knew  fo  little  of  relaxation  of  mind 
when  awake,  that  he  never  allowed  his  time  of  reft 
to  be'  broken  in  upon,  unlefs  in  cafe  of  fire.  When 
any  accident  pf  that  kind  happened,  in  any  part  of 
the  town,  there  was  ^  (landing  ordisr  to  awake  him  on 
its  firft  appearance  ;  and  his  majefty  was  frequently 
the  fi^ft  at  the  fire,  where  he  always  remained,  ghripg 
^he  neceffary  orders,  till  all  further  danger  was  over. 
This  example  of  paternal  regard  of  the  Czar  for  his 

^  ^     fubjeas. 
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fubjefts/  was'  of  courfe  followed  by  all*  the  great  offi- 
cers^ and  thofe  of  thte  firft  quality ;  which  was  fre- 
qvently  the  means  of  faving  many  thoufands  of  hig 
fubjeda  from  utter  ruiir^  whofe  houfes  and  goods^ 
without  fach  fingular  affiilancey  mull  have  fhared  xht^ 
fate  of  their  ruined  neighbours. 

In  a£ts  of  religion  he  appeared  devoot,  but  not  fu« 
perftitious.     I  have  feen  bim  at  his  public  devotions^ 
at  church  many  times.     I  have  been  prefenty  when 
his  Majefty,  not  liking  the  clerk's  manner  of  reading 
the  pfalms,  hath  taken  the  bock  from  the  clerk,  and 
hath  read  them  himfelf ;  Which  he  did  very  diftindlyi 
and  with  proper  emphafis.   His  Majefily  was  allowed^ 
by  the  beft  judges  of  the  Sclavonian  and  Ruilian  lan-^ 
guages,  to  be  as  great  a  mailer  of  them  as  any  the; 
mod  learned  of  his  fiibjefts,-  whether  churchmen  or 
laics*     He  wrote  ^  very  good  hand,  very  expeditiouf- 
ly,  yet  the  charafters' diftinft  enough.     Of  this  I  my- 
felf  am  fome  judge,  having  feen  many  of  his  letters,? 
all  written  with  hi^  own  hand,*  to  Mr  Henry  Stilesy 
ind  others.     As  to  his  ftyle,  fome  of  his  fecretariesy 
j^nd  other  competent  judges  of  thfe  language,  affirmed^ 
that  they  had  never  known  any  man  who  wrote  more 
corredly,  or  could  comprife  the  fenfe  and  meaning 
of  what  he  wrote  in  fo  few  words  as  his  Majefty. 

The  following  I  had  from  a  certain  Rufs  gentle- 
inan^^  of  very  good  family,  and  who  was  a  general  of- 
ficer of  unexceptionable  charafter  in  the  army,  who 
had  attended  Kis'  Majefty,  from  his  very  youth,  in 
all  hi$  expediti9n6.  This  officer  being  an  old  friend^ 
of  mine^  I  went  to  pay  him  a  viiit  one  evenings  long; 
after  the  death  of  Peter  the  Great,  when  he  told  me|i 
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that  fuch  and  fuch  old  officers,  naming  them,  had 
dined  with  him  that  day,  and  that  the  principal  fubjefk 
of  their  convcrfation  turned  on  the  aftions  of  their 
old  father,  (as  he  termed  him-  by  way  of  eminence,) 
Peter  the  Great.  He  told  me  further,  that,  though 
his  Majefty  feemed  to  be  fcvere,  on  certain  occafions, 
yet  no  one  of  them  all  could  produce  or  recoiled  one 
fingle  inftance  of  his  having  puniflied  an  honeft  man, 
or  that  he  had  caufed  any  perfon  to  fuflfer  any  prniifh- 
ment  who  had  not  well  deferved  it, 
'  He  hath  been  reprefented  as-  making  too  fi^uent 
ufe  of  fpiritous  liquors  to  excefs,  which  is  an  unmerit- 
ed  afperfion  ;  for  he  had  an  averfion  to  all  fots,  and 
to  thofe  too  much  given  to  drink.  It  is  true,  he  had 
his  times  of  diverfion,  when  he  would  be  merry  him- 
felf,  and  liked  to  fee  others  fo ;  this  may  have  been 
neceffary,  and  proper,  for  the  unbending  his  mind 
from  affairs  of  great  weight ;  but  fuch  amufements 
occurred  generally  during' holidays,  and  feftival  times, 
and  was,  with  him,  at  no  time,  of  long  continuance. 
It  has  been  imputed  to  him,  and  not  without  fome  ap* 
pearance  of  reafon,  that  he  had  political  views  in  en- 
couraging drinking  at^hefe  times  of  merriment ;  for, 
on  thefe  occafions,  he  mixed. with  the  company,  and 
converfing  with  them  on  the  footing  of  a  companion, 
had  better  opportunities,  at  fuch  time«,  of  difcovering 
the  real  fentiments  of  thofe  about  hirn^  than  when 
they  were  quite  cool. 

Thofe  who,  by  their  offices  about  the  perfon  of  Peftr 
the  Great,  might  be  fuppofed  to  be  the  beft  acquaiat- 
^  with  bis  difpofitibn,  always  difavowed  his  djiiding 
to  excefe,  md  infilled  on  his  hirng  a-fober  Pmea    I 

can 
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can  aver  thut,  during  the  campaign  of  the  expedition 
to  Derbent  in  Perfia,  he  was  n6t  once  guiky  of  the 
leaft  excels,  but  rather  lived  abftelnioufly.  In  this 
point,  1  could  not  be  miftaken,  as  the  tent  of  Dr  Blu- 
mentroft,  his  Majefty's  chief  phyfician,  wilh  whom  I 
lodged,  was  always  theneareft  fcnt  to  that  of  his  Ma- 
jefty. 

1  fliall  givie  one  inftance,  in  proof  of  what  I  Tiave 
advanced  concerning'  the  temperance  of  this  great 
man,  Viz.  In  our  third  day's  march,  on  our  return 
from  Derbent,  we  were  kept  in  continual  alarm  by 
confiderable  bodies  of  mountaineers,  both  bf  horfe 
and  foot,  whom  we  faw  hovering  on  the  tops  of  the 
adjacent  hills,  though  they  dared  not  to  come  down 
to.  the  plain,  to  attack  any   part  of  our  army,  yet 
it  was  neceffary  to  be  watchful  of  them ;  which,  in 
fome  lueafkre,  impeded  our  march.     The  evening  of 
that  day,  we  had  a  hollow  way  to  pafs,  which  took 
tip    much   time,  and  obliged  the  greatefl   part    of 
the  army   to   remain  there  all  night ;  fo  that  nbne' 
reached    the    camp,  except  the  guards,  and  fome 
light  horfe  who  attended  their  Majefties*     On  my  ar- 
rival there,  about  midnight,  I  found  only  his  Majef-^ 
ty*s  tent  fet  up;  and  another  fmali  one  ioT  lilr  Felton^. 
the  Czar's  principal  cook,  and  mafter  of  his  kitchen,  t' 
went  into  Fei ton's  tent,  and  found  him  all  alolie;  with 
a  large  feuce-pan  of  warm  grout  before  him,  madte  of 
buck  wheat  with  butter,  which  he  told  tne  w^  the 
remains  of  their  Majefties  fupper,  who  eat  of  fidthing. 
cHfe  that  evening,  arid  who  werie  juft  gone  to  bed. 
*   iDuring  the  whdfe  mardi,  his  Majefty,  for  tJi'e  moft 
[M(rt,,tiode  wShigUib  pad,  al^outfotn'teen  hailds^%igk» 

for 
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for  which  he  had  a  particular  liking,  as  it  wag  very 
tra&able  and  eafy  to  mount.  His  pi&ure  is  drawn  by 
Caravac  on  this  horfe.  He  did  not  wear  boots,  as  he 
Terj  often  walked  on  foot.  In  the  heat  of  the  day, 
when  the  army  halted,  he  ufed  to  go  into  the  Emprefs's 
toach,  and  fleep  for  half  an  hour.  His  drefs,  during 
the  march,  was  a  white  night-cap,  with  a  plain  flapped 
hat  over  it,  and  a  ihort  dimitty  waiftcoat.  When  at 
any  time  he  received  meflex^rs  from  the  chieftains  of 
the  mountaineers,  he  put  on  his  regimentals^  as  aa 
officer  of  the  guards,  being  Lieutenaat-Colond^  6f  the 
Preobraihenlky  regiment. 

During  the  whole  courfe  of  his^  life,  hi«f  JVfajefty  a« 
Voided  all  fdrts  of  ceremony,  except  on  public  occa- 
fiions.  His  manper  of  living  in  his  houfe  was  more 
like  that  of  a  private  gentleman  than  of  fo  great  a  mo- 
narch. I  was  once  at  court  on  a  holiday,  when  the 
Emperor  came  home  from  church  to  dinner,  with  a 
large  attendance  of  his  minifters^  general  officers,  and 
other  great  men.  His  table  was  laid  with  about  hf- 
teen  covers.  As  fooa  as  dinner  was  ferved  up^  he 
and  the  Emprefs  took  their  places,  and  his  Majefty, 
addreffing  himfeif  to  the  company,  faid.  Gentlemen, 
pleafe  to  take  your  places  as  far  as  the  table  will  lK>ld, 
the  reft  will  go  home  and  dine  with  their  wives.' 

'  On  fuch  occ^ons^  the  princeffes,-  his  children,  din^' 
ed  in  another  room,  to  whom  he  fent  fuch  diihes, 
from  his  own  table,  as  he  thought  proper  for  their 
dinner. 

This  great  monarch  took  all  the  pains,  and  ufed 
all  the  means  poffiblie,  in  order  to  be  imimately  ac* 
^maiated  with  every  thing  proper  for. a  man  who.  rul- 
ed 
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fid  a  mighty  empire  to  know.  He  fentered  into  the 
detail  of  every  branch  of  the  arts  ufeful  to  mankind  ; 
into  that  of  all  the  manufa&ures  which  regarded  the 
conftrudion  of  fhips,  and  fitting  them  for  the  fea ; 
into  that  of  the  making  of  arms,  artillery,  &c.  If  he 
had  a  ruling  pailion  for  any  one  part  of  thefe  acquire- 
ments, it  muft  have  been  for  (hip-building  ;  into  which 
he  entered  himfelf  very  early,  in  the  quality  of  a  com? 
mon  workman,  with  his  hatchet,  and  proceeded  re« 
gularly  through  all  the  degrees,  to  the  rank  of  maf« 
ter-builder,  which  he  attained  but  a  few  years  before 
his  death.  After  he  got  that  length  in  the  arr,  he 
made  the  draughts,  formed  the  mouldings,  and  di- 
re&ed  the  buildings  of  feveral  men  of  war,  of  the  fe« 
cond  and  third  rates,  himfelf ;  and  he  duly  demand- 
ed,  and  received  his  fidary  as  a  mafter-builder.  The 
day  of  launching  the  Ihips,  which  he  himfelf  built, 
)ie  celebrated  as  a  holiday,  and  put  on  laced  clothes ; 
but,  before  he  went  to  work,  to  ftrike  away  the  ftaun« 
chipns,  blocks,  ^c.  he  always  put  off  his  fine  coat 

He  was  very  frugal  in  what  regarded  his  perfonal 
pxpences,  and  thofe  of  his  houfehold.  NotwitUland« 
ing  his'  frugality  in  what  related  to  himfelf,.  he  fpared 
no  coil  in  whatever  concerned  the  public,  in  the  ftruc- 
ture  of  his  men  of  war,  in  the  artillery,  fortifications, 
arfenals,  canals,  &c.  all  which  bore  marks  of  very 
great  magnificence.  Nor  was  he  fparing  in  his  build* 
ings,  and  the  decorations  of  his  gardens  with  ftatues, 
grottos,  fountains,  &c.  of  which  the  buildings  of  the 
fummer-palace,  and  the  gardens  at  St  PeteHburgh, 
^  Peterhoff,  Strealna,  Gzarlky  Sealo,  and  manj 
others  are  fufEcioit  proofs*    I  fliall  not  detain  the 

rcadq^ 
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Header  bnger  on  the  fub^e^k  of  this  very  great  man't 
chara&er,  or  way  of  Uviag^  thaa  to  acquaint  him, 
that,  9S  bi$  Majefty  was  very  early  up  in'  the  morning, 
fae  went  -abroad  gaieraUy  without  break&il ;  eame 
home  tp  dinner  about  eleven  of  die  ^lock  ;  after  din* 
ner,  wwt  to  fieep  for  about  an  hpur  j  after  which, 
if  bufinefs  did  not  intervene^  he  Ibmetini^s  diverted 
himfelf  at  his  turmng  k>om  ;  then  went  to  vifit  thofe 
t^e  tttd  a  regard  for,  a$  well  foreigners  a&  Ruifian^i 
with  whom  he  would  be  very  foci^le,  and '  eafy  in 
converiation.  He  ibmetfines  fuppfli\wiA  them; 
which,  generally  in  his  latter  days,  was  on  hare  or 
wUd-fowl^  roafted  ve^  dry,  drank  imall  beer,  and 
ibmetimes  a  few  glafles  of  wine ;.  and  generally  was 
in  bed  before  ten  of  the  clock  at  night*  He  neither 
played  at  cards,  dice,  or  any  game  of  chance. 

The  reader  will  pieafe  (o  take  along  with  him  the 
following  oUervatic^  viz.  That  this  monarch  was, 
at  no  time,  even  during  malquerades,  feaftings,  a&m« 
blies,  and  all  other  diyeriions  or  amufements,  by  day 
or  night,  without  the  attendance  of  fome  or  other  of 
his  miriifters,  and  of  thofe  whapofle&dhis  confidence; 
by  which  ipeans  buiinefe,  and  fiich  affairs  as  were  of 
the  greateft  confequence,  went  on  regularly;  and 
fome  of  them  even  concerted  dnring  tfaofe  times  of 
relaxation* 

I  now  return  to  the  5th  of  Qfi^er  1722;  at 
which  time,  the  Emperor  and  £mprds  being  embark- 
ed on  hoard  their  galley,  and  iiic  whole  fleet  being 
ready,  snd  the  wind  fiair,  we  weighed  anchor  and  got 
nnder  fail,  from  the  bay  of  Agrachan,  for  Aftsachan, 
91  which  place  we  arrived  on  t^e  i4th  of  the  fame 

month. 
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X  inMdkj  little  material  happening  in  the  paflage,  only 
ibme  rough  gales  of  contraiy  wind. 

Having  finifhed  what  I  had  to  do  at  Aftrachan,  I 
joined  company  with  Simon  Oregoritz  Narifhkin,  on<{ 
of  bis  Majefty's  General-adjutants,  and  Commodore 
Coislar,  who  always  commanded  the  (hip  in  which 
his  Majefty  hoifted  his  flag,  when  he  went  to  fea ;  and 
with  thefe  two  gentlemen  returned  to  Mofco. 

Accordingly,  we  fet  out  from  Aftrachan  in  a  fmall 
ihallop^  and  came  by  water  to  the  town  of  Zaritzina^ 
The  winter  approaching,  we  got  fuch  carriages  as  the 
place  afforded,  aild  continued  our  journey,  along  thei 
lines^  to  the  river  Don  ;  thde  lines  are  drawn  from 
the  Volga  to  the  Don,  bemg  a  deep  ditch,  about 
thirty  feet  broad,  pallifadoed  oil  the  top,  with  high 
trooden  towers  at  certain  diftances,  in  fight  of  each 
other,  well  guarded.  Ibey  effectually  .anfwer  the 
end  propofed  by  his  Majefty,  in  ere&ing  them,  and 
making  the  ditch,  which  was  ibr  the  preventing  of 
incttrfions  from  the  Cubim:  Tartars. 

The  25th  of  November  we  arrived  in  Mofco }  at 
wliieh  place  his  Majefly  and  the  Emprefs,  arrived 
about  the  middle  of  Deca^mber  lyt^* 


The  following  ai^  the  ptift-ftages  and  diftances  be^i 
tween  Mofco  and  Aftrachan^ 

Verfls- 

To  the  tUbge  of  OifooS^ti  -        25 

Ulianinin  SauiA  38 

4  C  Town 


57* 


• 

Vdib# 

Town  of  Kolumnai 

3« 

Zaraylky 

39 

Prudach  Seala 

37 

Pod  CMIinka 

35 

Bogoyavleniko 

35 

Gorlovy 

^5 

Skopina         «   . 

30 

Realky 

40 

Village  of  Blagoy 

37 

Oloviach 

.    35 

Town  of  Kozloff 

3* 

Retzky  Yaroflafky 

25 

Lyffiach*Goiach  Sealo^ 

22 

Tamboff 

32 

Kufminoy  Catty  Seala 

21 

Retzky-Tziny 

27 

PanoSskich  Kuftack 

24 

Retzky-Savally 

20 

Retzky-ShinkoiTy 

20 

Retzky-Tagaiky 

26 

Retzky-TavoUhanky 

20 

Chaperikoy  Krepoft 

*22 

Michailofsky  Gorodky 

27 

Turipiniky  Stana 

17 

Tepinfcy.Yurttt 

20 

PravotoHkoy-Yurtu 

20 

Kalinoffskoy  Kuftiky 

^* 

Zatoffiiky-Yurtu 

2f 

KulmUhkotti-Vurm 

«4 

Uft^Ghaperikoy  ^luditt 

21 

Rolsleeve 

12 

Uft-Medvedeiky 
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Uft-Medvedefty 

l^erfts 
»3 

Kletzkoy-Tzaganock 

28 

Klemendky  Stantzy 

as 

Novo  Gregcrioffsky 

to 

Sxropenfky  Stantzy 

«3 

Retzky-Sokary                ' 

30 

Gratfefsky  Stantzy 

iz 

Town  of  Zaritina 

ftS 

Reka*Aaui>a 

d5 

Tzareo£uPuda 

3« 

UrotzifluuTzareva 

30 

Tayunley 

oe 

Kulava 

3« 

Aflilagatay 

30 

Sakuley 

30 

Okoreba 

^S 

Befstzara 

25 

Kravala 

3* 

Achfarava 

2; 

Reka-BoUhoy  Bereketa 

30 

Aftrachan 

391 
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ST.  PETERSBURGH  TO  CONSTANTINOPLE, 

AND  THENCB 

BACK*  TO  ST.  PETERSBURGH, 

I  VPART  OF  THS  YBARS  1 737  AND  1 7389 

Undertaken  at  the  instances  of  COUNT  OsTEHMAIf^ 

Chancellor  of  Russia,  and  cf  Mr  Rondeau^ 

Minister  from  Great  Britain  at  the  Court 

tfSt^  Petersburgb, 
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A  WAR  tiaving  broken  out  m  1734  between  Ruf&i 
ind  Turkey^  which  had  been  tarried  on  with  great 
fucceis  on  the  part  of  Ruffia,  by  their  taking  from  the 
Turks  the  ftrongly  fortified  dties  of  Afoph,  Otza^ 
\off,  together  with  the  Perecop,  and  other  places  o£ 
tlie  frontiers  of  great  importance,  the  Empdfor  of^ 
Germany,  through  various  connexions,  came,  fomtf 
time  after  its  commencement,  to  be  engaged  iil^ 
it. 

in 
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In  the  autumn  of  1 737,  a  congrefs  was  appointed 
to  be  held  at  NemiroflF,  a  town  on  the  frontiers  of 
Polland,  in  order  to  accommodate  and  determine  all 
differences  between  the  belligerent  powers,  by  die 
mediation  of  the  minifter^  of  Great  Britain,  France^ 
and  the  States  of  Holland,  then  redding  at  the  Otto-' 
man  Porte,  who  yq;^  1^  ^ver^rd  f  awknef,  the  Mar-^ 
quis  de  Ville-Neuve,  and  IVIr  Ealkune.  But  before 
thefe  minifters  could  reach  Nemiroff*,  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries of  the  powers  at  war  differed  fo-  widely  in  thdr 
refpe^Hve  demands,  that  the  congrefs  broke  up  with* 
out  effedb. 

The  court  of  Ruffia  determining  to  fend  a  perfon 
to  Conilantinople,  with  new  propofals  of  accommoda- 
tion ;  and,  as  no  fubjeds  of  Ruffia  or  Germany  are 
admitted  into  the  dominions  of  the  Grand  Seignor, 
while  he  is  at  war  with  thofe  powers,  I  was  prevailed 
upon  to.undf^r^ak^  th^  joarney,  jat.the  earufl  defires 
of  Count  Ofterman,  the  chancellor  of  Ruffia^  and  of 
Mr  Rondeau,  at  that  time  his  Britannic  Majefty*s 
minifter  at  the  Court  of  St  Pcterlburghrf 

.  Og^the  6th  pf  Decenjber  1737,  I  fet  out  from  St 
Peterlbprgh,  with  only  one.  f?rv^,.  who  uAdecftood 
thp  Turjkifh  l^gija^e.  .  H^ying,^  iii  a  famjer  journey, 
takejx^  notice*  of  the  places  on  the  ro^d  between  St.  Pe- 
l;er(burgh  anfl  Mpfco,  I  wave  thp  repeating  them.. 

The  oth^.I  arrived  at  the  cjty  of  Mpfco,  which,  had 
greatly  fuSVred  th^  jjreceding  fuminer  by  a  dreadful 
conflagration.  As  I  purpofe  at  the  end  of  niy  jdur- 
ney,  to  give  an  account  of  the  ftages  aiid  dil^ces,  t 
^f^M  here  only  mention  the  time,  and  chief  places 
through  which  I  pafs# 

Tbe 
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The  I  ith)  1  left  Mofco,  eliiy  in  the  moniing^  and 
proceeded  to  the  fomh-weft  towards  Kioff; 

The  lathy  in  dbe  night,  I  came  to  Kalugua,  a  large 
and  populous  tdwn,  fltuated  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
Ocka^  mhabited  by  feveral  fubftantial  merchants^  very 
coniider^le  dealers  in  hemp,  pot*a(h,  was:,  &c; 

The  1 5th,  I  got  to  Siefky,  another  town,  which  Is 
reckoned  to  be  at  about  equal  diftance  fro'm  Mofco 
and  from  Kioff,  and  is  the  iaft  town  in  Great  Ruilia^ 
bordering  on  the  Rui&an  Ukram«  At  night  I  reach-^ 
ed  Glukova,  the  firft  town  in  the  Ukram,  n  large  and 
populous  pkce^  where,  having  changed  hotfes,  I  pro-- 
ceeded  thence  the  fame  night  to  another  towit  call^ 
Korolevitis. 

The  i{^»  1  paired  through  Battunn,  a  large  ramb^ 
ling' to Wh)  foftnerly  the  refideiice  of  the  Hetmann 
Maseppa }  ^  it  .ftanda  on  rifing  hills  upon  the  river 
Semm.  The  country  adjacent  is  very  pleafant,  and 
exceeding  fruitful^  being  moftly  plain^  interfperfed 
with  woods  of  oak  and  other  timber.  The  place  is 
almofi  encompafied  with  cherry  ahd  other  fruit  trees^ 
What  is  remarkable,  and  demonftrative  of  the  great 
fenilhy  of  the  foil,  is,  that  they  have  about  fi»:ty  wa« 
ter-mills  for  grinding  (torn,  all  built  vrithin  the  di£< 
tance  of  two  Englifh  miles* 

At  night,  1  got  to  Neflnn,  tfnothet  confiderabk 
town.  At  this  place^  for  want  of  fnow  on  the  ground, 
I  was  obliged  to  leave  my  convenient  iledge^  and  ride 
all  the  reft  of  the  way  on  horfeback.  Thit;  detained 
me  much  longer  on  che  road  th^ati  (hould  have  been, 
if  I  C€>uld  have  proceeded  in  my  fledge^ 

4  D  The 
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The  iSthy  I  pafled  the  JBoryftlieiies,  in  a  boat;  and 
in  the  evening  arrived  at  Kioff,  fituated  on  the  weft 
bank  of  the  Bonfthenes,  now  calkxi  Dnieper.  Hiis 
famous  river  takes  its  rife  on  the  borders  of  Poland, 
near  the  dty  of  Smoleniko,  and,  after  a  long  coiirfe 
pointing  to  the  fouth,  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  Black 
lea,  near  Otzakoff. 

The  city  of  Kioff  ftands  on  a  high  hill,  and  over- 
looks the  river,  and  a  fpacions  plain  to  the  eaftward, 
as  far  as  your  eye  can  reach.  To  the  weftward  the 
country  is  hilly ;  and  maiiy  of  the  hills  are  covered 
with  woods.  There  are  feveral  vineyards  about  the 
town,  which  produce  good  grapes  for  the  table. 

This  place  is  adorned  with  many  magnificent 
churches,  and  is  famous  for  being  the  repofitofy  of 
laints,  and  holy  men  of  the  Greek  churchy  whofe 
flirines  are  vifited  by  devout  perfons  frpm  diftant 
places.  Befides,  th^y  have  an  univerfity  ar  Eaoff*,  of 
confiderable  repute  in  thefe  parts. 

I  cannot  but .  obferve  here,  that  this  part  pf  die 
country,  commorily  called  the  Ukrain,  (though  it  is 
fometknes  called  Little  RuiCa,)  doth,  for  fertility  of 
foil,  and  rich  pafturage,  ex<:eed  moft  parts  of  Europe, 
producing  vaft  quantities  of  various  forts  of  grain,  the 
crops  of  which  are  always  very  great,  as  wdl  as  of 
hemp  and  flas^  of  thje  moft  elcellent  quality,  and  that 
with  little  labour ;  for- they  plow  the  ground  with  one 
horfe  only,  and  with  but  one  man,  who  holds  the 
plow,  and  drives  the  hoife*at  the  fame  time.   . 

The  Ukr^  produces  good  horfes  for  the  faddle, 
and  large  fized  black  cattle,  in  very  great  numbers^ 
more  than  fufficient  for  then:  own  ufe,  and  for  fupply- 
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bg  their  neighbours,  with  as  good  beef  as  the  world 
affords.  The  woods  arc  well  ftored  with  game  of 
divers  forts,  as  are  the  rivers  and  ponds  with  fifh* 
Afparagus,  which  in  other  parts  requires  cultivation, 
grows  naturally  in  fuch  plenty  in  the  Ukrain,  as  to 
be  termed  a  weed.  The  people  are  very  civil  and 
hofpitable  among  themfelves,  and  alfo  to  all  ftrangers, 
living  very  clean  and  neat  in  their  houfes.  I  now  re- 
iiime  my  journey. 

At  Kioff  I  met  with  my  worthy  friends  General 
Romanzoff,  and  the  privy  couniellor  Mr  Neptuof, 
who  gave  me  all  the  affiflahce  and  defpatch  1  could 
deiire.  They  ordered  a  lieutenant  and  a  tropp  of 
coflacks  to  efcort  me  through  Poland /to  the  confines 
of  Moldavia. 

On  the  26tfa,  I  fet  out  from  Kioff,  and  at  night 
came  to  the  frontier  town,  called  Vaffilkoff,  which 
(lands  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill,  and  is  the  laft  town 
belonging  to  Ruifia  in  that  part.  The  place  is  but 
fmail,  though  well  fortified,  and  provided  with,  a 
ftrong  garriibn,  &c« 

The  2 1  ft,  early  in  the  morning,  I  left  Vaffilkoff^ 
accompanied  by  my  trufty  coffacks ;  and,  after  riding 
about  an  hour,  i  came  to  the  borders  of  Poland, 
where  is  an  out-poft,  and  a  ftrong  guard  of  Ruffian 
foldiers.  This  place  is  called  the  Zaftave,  very  ne- 
ceflary  in  time  of  war.  The  territory  of  Poland  is 
divided  here  from  that'  of  Ruffia  by  a  deep  ditch 
drawn  acro&  the  middle  of  a  fpacious  plain. 

From  the  Zaftave  I  continued  my  journey,  in  a 
ftrong  froft,  which  ma:de  the  road  very  rough,  and, 
k^ing  to  the  fputbward  aloiig  the  fame  plain,  I  faw 

neithflT 
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neither  hoiife  nor  tree  till  I  came  te  BeloaerHoff^  the 
firft  town  appertadmog  tp  Poland  m  this  part,  Hie 
gates  being  &t^  befoire  my  arrival,  it  va^  feme  daie 
.  before  I  cpuld  be  admitted.  However,  at  l^ij^ 
the  gates  were  opened ;  I  took  up  my  quarter^  at  a 
pyihliC'*hQufe  belonging  to  a  Jew.  The  £uiie  even- 
iag  I  vaited  on  Mr  Becheriky,  the  govenafor,  and  de^ 
fired  he  would  give. me  a  pa%ort.  He  treated  me 
with  great  civility,  and  ordered  the  pa£^rt  to  be 
ready  agaiaa  the  next  monung. 

The  22dy  by  the  excefs  of  the  gotenlor's  ho%i- 
tality,  I  was  detained  till  the  evening,  waiting  for  his 
Excetleyicy^s  paffpovt,  which  was  abibhitely  necefiaiy^ 
and  pzpved  of  great  ufe  to  me  on  the  roadb 

The  town  of  Belozerkoff,  fo  called  from  a  white 
chujrch  there,  i$.a  pretty  large  phc^  and  is  fiarfified. 
It  ftanda  in  a.  plealant  plain.  The  icrfiabilants  aic^ 
for  the  moft  part,  Poles^  mixed  vdth  not  a»  few  J^ws, 
who  keep  public-Louies,  and  are  generally  farmerB.  of 
the  revenues  all  pyei:  Poland*  There  is  fcarce  a  til- 
lage without  fome  Jews,  who  keep  inna  for  kxigiog 
and  entertaining  pa&ngers. 

In  the  evening,  I  took  my  leave  of  the  kind  go- 
vernor, who,  after  treating  me  v»th  great  poUtene&, 
gave  me  a  guide  to  the  next  village,  caUed  Shamaiy* 
af ka,  about  two  Polifh  miles  diftant  from  Belozerkoff, 
where  I  lodged  that  night. 

The  a3d,  early  in  the  mornings  I  te&  ^his  village, 
in  a  ftrong  &oft,  without  any  fnow,  and,  after  paffing 
a  few  ftraggliiig  villages,  at  night  I  came  to.  Gok>- 
quaft,  where  I  took  up  my  lodgings  at  a  Jew's  honfe. 
^t  is  to  be  obferyed,  thajt^  the  coua^  ii  naoftly  pIaiB» 
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vAAk  fbme  fifing  gfouads^  iiiteri|ierfed  wkb  ffMd9  6S 
oak^  aiby  and  ela^  andether  fcMtd  cf  dmbar,  bttt 
chiefly  of  02k ;  is  very  pkafaatandlratfiiil^  but  thud  j 
inhabited  ;  which  muft  proceed  from  their  bekkg  ex« 
pofed  to  the  incurfions  of  the  Tartdr^  and  Hayda^ 
macks,  who  at  times  make  cmel  inroadd  into  thefe 
parts. 

The  Haydamacks  were,  the  foregoing  winter^  at 
this  place,  with  a  body  of  five  or  fix  hundred  horfe, 
where  they  committed  many  diibrd^s  ;  after  ^hicta, 
and  after  having  tortured  all  the  Jews  they  <}aaldji|^t 
upon,  to  oblige  them  to  difcover  their  money,  ^lef 
marched  off  with  their  booty,  before  tb^  Poliflk  troofd 
could  bc.a0embkd  to  oppofethem. 

I  was  well  inlbrmed,  by  ]?€opU  who  knew  kmm^ 
thing  of  the£e  lawlcfe  banditti,  whc^  are  called-Haiyda- 
macks  by  the  Poles,  and  Zafburo^y  c^ffiteks  by  the 
Ruffians,  that. they  are  a  parcel  of  vagaboodsy  con^ 
pofed  of  idle  fellows  of  dj&rent  nations,  whov  htving 
fled  from  juftice,  find  a  bSe  retreat  among  this^  crew«. 
They  are,  for  feveral  reafons,  proteAed  by  the  Torks^ 
who  lay  claim  to  the  iflands,  and  places*  acyacoc,.  on 
the  lirer  Dnieper,  where  they  nhabit,  and  ftave  ibir- 
tified  diemfelves  £b  Aroogly  as  wot  cafily  to  be  aaaci:<^ 
ed ;  nor  can  they  be  attacked  wiihaut  daxger  ^ 
breaking  peace  with  the  Turks. 

They  profe&  the  Chriftiaa  religkm. ;  but  haw  no 
wives  nor  any  women  amoo^  them,  havmg  erofted 
themfelves  into  a  wild  kind  of  military  orders  if  if 
may  be  £3  calljsd;  Every  perfcm,  who  is  defirotrs  of 
f^tering  into  tlus  community,  is  obliged  to  ferve  a-' 
^f^ltain  number  of  years,  before  he  is  admitted  into 
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the  brotherhood*  -The  grand  mafter  is  called  Caflia* 
var,  which  fignifies  chief  cook^  who  is  chofen  from 
among  the  fraternity  for  his  condud  and  courage. 
I  think  I  need  not  enlarge  on  the  fubjed  of  fuch  a 
worthlefs  focietj. 

The  24.th;  I  left  Goloquaft,  and  came^  towards 
noon,  to  a  fmall  town  called  Pogrebifha^  where  I 
halt^.  The  people,  at  firft  fight,  taking  my  cof- 
lacks  for  Haydamacks,  fhut  the  gates,  and  alarmed 
the  p^ce.  My  paflfport  foon  convinced  them  of  their 
error.  After  a  Ihort  ftay,  I  proceeded  again  on  my 
journey.  At  night  I  reached  a  fmall  village,  named 
Otzeredno,  where  I  lodged. 

The  25th,  leaving  Otzeredno,  I  got  to  Vitofftzy, 
another  village,  where  I  lay  that  night. 

The  26th,  I  arrived  at  NemiroflF,  where  the  late 
congrefs  was  held,  as  I  have  mentioned-above.  This 
towti  is  pretty  large  and  populous,  well  fortified  and 
garrifoned*  The  govemour  h  General  Ruflbtfky^ 
who  hath  Colonel  Wangenheim,  and  feveral  other 
German  officers  under  him. 

The  country  about  Kemiroff  is  very  pleafant  and 
fruitful,  having  many  orchards  in  the  neighbourhood, 
which  produce  the  largeft  apples  and  pears  that  I 
have  feen  any  where.  They  have  alfo  plenty  of 
grapes,  very  good  for  the  table. 

The  27th,  about  noon,  I  fet  out  again  on  my 
journey.  I  got  that  night  to  the  village  Petzory, 
where  I  remained  that  night. 

The  28th,  I  halted  at  Spikoff,  travelled  thence  to 
I^kovitz,  a  large  vills^ge,  where  I  paflTed  the  night. 

The 
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The  2gthy  I  halted  at  Tamaz-poly,  and  lodged  at 
Kldmbofka. 

The  30th,  I  arrived  at  Tzikanof  ka^  the  lad  place 
belonging  to  Poland  on  that  frontier.  It  is  a  hxgc 
ftraggling  village,  fituate  on  the  eaft  bank  of  the.  river 
Ifter,  now  called  Dniefter,  and  is  the  boundary  be- 
tKv^een  Poland  and  Moldavia.  :  On  the  oppofite  ihore 
ftands  tlie  town  'of  Soroka,  the  firft  in  the  prinppali- 
ty  of  Moldavia,  now  annexed  to  the  Turkiih  damir 
njbns.  The  fame  evening,  I  fent  my  man. to  Sbroka^ 
to  acquaint  the;  commandant  qt  Perkujab,  as  they  .are 
called,  of  my  ?irrival. 

Next  morning,  the  ift  of  January  1758,  the  com- 
mandant'of  Sorpka,  .whofe  name  is  Petroky,  a  Greeks 
caflie  over  upon  the  ice  to  viiit  me,  Smd  told  me  that 
he  was  very  iorry  he.cou^  not  let  me  pafs  without  a 
fpecial  order  from  tl)^  ^Prince  of  IVtoldavia,  who  ,jre- 
fides  at  Yaffy,  to  whom  he.wouj^  immediately  def- 
pafqh  an  expre&  for  that  purppfe;  apd  hoped  I  would 
wait  patiently  for  an  anfwer.  In  the  evening  Mr  P^ 
troky  paid  me  another  vifit ;  he  fliowed  me  much* ci- 
vility, and  brought  me  a  prefent  of  wine,  fruits,  &c. 
which  was  very  acceptable  in  a  place  where  little  was 
to  be  got  for  money. 

January  2d,  Mr  Petroky  acquainted  me,  that  his 
expreis  was  returned,  with  orders  from  the  prince 
to  fumiih  me  with  horfes,  and  a  proper  convoy,  to 
Yafly. 

Having  no  more  occafion  for  the  coffacks^  I  felh 
them  back  again  to  Kio£f ;  but  Mr  Noroff,  the  lien- 
tenant,  was  permitted  to  accompany  me  to  Yafly. 

This 
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The  coflacks  had  their  own  officer  befides. 

Soroka  is  but  a  finall  town,  pkaiantly  fituated  'on 
the  weft  bank  of  the  rirer,  about  thirty  leagues  fixitli* 
caft  from  Chotyn,  and  the  fame  diftance  north-weft 
from  Bender.  The  place  is  inhabited  chieSy  by  Mol* 
daviansy  mixed  with  a  few  Greeks,  Jews,  and  Turks. 
It  is  defended  by  an  old  tower,  in  which  are  feme 
cannon  of  little  ufe.  The  channel  of  the  Dniefter 
runs  deep  there,  between  two  high  green  banks.  The 
couatry  adjacent  is  fruitful  in  grain,  and  abounds  in 
very  rich  pafturage. 

The  fld,  early  in  the  morning,  I  left  Tzikanof  ka, 
aiid  pafled  the  rirer  on  the  ice  to  Soroka,  where,  Ae 
horfes  being  ready,  I  took  leave  of  the  ctmunandant, 
Mr  Petroky,  and  proceeded  on  my  journey.  To- 
wards nopn  I  halted  at  a  large  village  called  Eaynar. 
The  preceding  fusmer  many  of  the  mhal^itants  of  dns 
place  were  carried  off  by  the  plague ;  but  it  was  now, 
by  the  r^ur  of  the  feafon,  much  abated.  A%  feon 
as  the  hoifes  were  changed,  we  lefr  Kaynar,  and,  after 
travelling  over  a  very  fine  countxy,  came  at  nigbt  to 
another  large  village,  called  Meygura,  where  we  lay. 

The  3d,  I  left  Meygura.  After  ps^kig  the  river 
Pruth,  I  arrived  in  the  evenmg,  at  TaiTy,  whete  I 
found  good  and  warm  quarters. 

Next  morning,  being  the  4tb,  I  was  conduced  to 
the  palace,  and  waited  on  the  prince,  who  is  alfo  ftyl* 
c8  Hofpodar  of  Moldavia.  He  takes  die  title  of  Serene 
Highnels,  though  he  is  only  pomoted  to  that  dignity 
by  the  Sultw,  or  rather  by  the  Grand  Vificr,  aad 
holds  it  only  during  pleafure,  being  trufted .  with  no 

other 
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'plbe^  j)o^er  than  the  adfnimftratiqn  of  civil  aflfairs. 
His  name  is  Gregory  Ducas,  of  a  reputable  Grecia9 
f^fnijy'<}  he  eajpys  a  general  good  chara,£ter.  This 
^pt^ep^qi  jtreat^^  i^if  with  gre^t  civility  and  polite- 
^fs,  regretted  tl)at  it  ivas  not  in  his  power  to  allow 
i^f  my  going  dire^Uy  to  Gqnftantinopley  and  that  I 
i^uft  go  to  ^sp4i^t  firft,  wi^re  I  fliould  |ind  the  Se- 
j[»Si^j  y?ho  hstfi  1^^  chief  command  in  thefe  parts. 
I  was  not  willing  to  go  fb  far  out  of  my  road ;  but, 
pjs  there  w^^  po  re9)edy»  I  coh^jjied.  The  prince  or- 
dered a  ^ofioMic  ^captain,  and  two  Moldavian  foldiers 
of  his  guards,  to  efcort  me  to  Bender,  which  rWas  all 
iie  could  do  for  qoye  in  the  prefent  jim^ure  of  affairs. 

From  Sof o|;a  to  Yaffy  the  country  is  fpmewhat  hil- 
ly,  ^he  ibil  rich,  the  pafturage  excellent.  About  the 
xiver  Pruth  arc  fine  woods  of  various  forts  of  timber 
natural  to  the  climate.  Abput  Yaffy,  and  in  other 
parts,  there  are  large  vineyards,  producing  grapes  in 
^reat  abundance,  whereof  are  made  confiderable 
quantities  of  wine,  of  inferior  quality,  the  greatcll 
part  of  which  is  cpnfumed  in  Poland,  and  otlier  partK 
adjacent,  for  which  the  Moldavians  receive  coiifidcr- 
able  fums  in  ready  money. 

The  city  of  Yaffy  {lands  in  a  fpaci<pus  plain,  on  tlic 
rivulet  called  Bachluy,  about  thirty-five  leagues  to- 
Avards  the  north-weft  from  Bender;  it  niay  contain 
between  two  and  three  thoufand  houfes,  moftiv  built 
of  wood.      The  inhabitants  are    chriftians  of  the 
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Greek  church.  The  prince's  palace  is  an  ancieiu 
pile  of  Gothic  building,  of  ftone  and  hjickj  it  hath 
the  a£5>earance  of  a  venerable  old  caftlc,  for  which,  I 
fuppofe,  it  M;as,  mtended,  as  this  unhappy  country  hath 

4  E  been 
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been  it  att  times  expofed  to  Ae  rivigi^s  of  Ba^roii^ 
nations. 

The  5th,  haViGg  taken  leave  of  iniy  cohi|)lk{biH 
^r  Nordff,  who  returned  back  tb  K5dfF,  I  ttttnit  frda 
Yafly,  accompanied  by  fey  Bofimic  dlpticnr,  "ffib  t^ 
Moldavians,  and  mv  ovm  refirant.  We  ^1^,  ^ 
night,  to  a  vrliage  caHed  Voltzmitz',  iKiS^  «lh  fe^flSb 
fouth-caft  from  Yafly,  ftaning  ih  'i  fcrfliifel  -^niSbf, 
where  we  took  up  oar  quarferS. 

The  6th,  we  left  thf^  viilag^'ffi%feW&fe^,yB 
came  it  i^ig'ht  to  "Kflifi'^rioff,  ^^^^"sm^,  WliSt^ 
lodged. 

ITie  7t1i',  ive  (eft  !rfffi&o#.  'Oii  tKfeP6kA*«%iflft 
with  many  troops  of  Tartdl-s,  ^j^cAnt  fo  ^e  dSf^rd, 
oh  ah  expedition,  hotwith(lanamg*fn6  w(^atner  was")t- 
verely  cold,  with  ftrohg  frbtts.  l^Hefe  tikrHy^b][>^e 
accompanied  me  all  the  reft  of  the  *W2^  ^6  ^mder, 
where  we  arrived  in  the  evening. 

The  country  from  YalTy  to  Kilhanoff  is  very  'fine  j 
but,  towards  Bender,  it  grows  more  dry  and  barren, 
and  doth  not  appear  of  fo  good  foil,  nor  to  have  fo 
good  pailurage,  as  the  pountries  which  I  paffed 
through. 

The  Moldavians  are  all  chriftlans^  apd  tlie  Sultan 
indulges  chem  with  a  goyemour  or  prince  of  their  ovn 
religion.  This  privilege  they  have  enjoyed  for  okuij 
years,  which  may  be  eftcemed  no  fmall  favour  under 
fiich  an  iron  govenunei^t  as  is  that  pf^thc  TuBcs.  Tec  it 
may  be  obferved,  that  their  yoke  is  much  eaiicr>  and 
their  manners  much  more  humanized^  than  at  Adr 
iirft  entrance  and  fettlement  in  Europe,  thou^!,  I  am 
perlua Jed,  that  two<thIrds  ^  Molc&va  lies  mie  at 
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^^4^9!&  '^^  fceni^  to  have  been  aix  eftablUhed  fyf- 
^e^^  ig,  fj^uf j^fb  pojitjc^  ^o  depopulate  all  the  countries 
t>ord<;i^g  on  Chriilendomy  referving  no  more  than 
may  )>e  iu^qienl  to  furniih  their  gaxrifoqs  and  troops 
with  prjpvifions. . 

j^s  the  pbgue  h^d  ragec^  all  the  preceding  year  in 
the  town  of  Bender,  and  had  almoft  depopulated 
the  place,  about  a  mile  ihort  of  the  town,  we  tumea 

off  the  rpady  to  the  right  hand,  towards  the  Turkifh 
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eamp,  where  the  Seraikier^  or  general  in  chief,  lay  in 
the  lield^  with  all  his  army  about  him^r  The  general's 
quarters  were.ilrongly  fortified,  with  a  deep  diitch  pal^ 
lii'adoed  and  .n^ounted  with  cannon ;  but  the  troops 
were  lodged  in  cells  under  ground,  laid  over  wltfi 
flickfi  and  eart^,  haying  a  hole  at  the  top  to  let  out 
the  fipcJ^e,  /onced  with  a  dry  hedge  about  it.  In  this 
miferable  conation,  thefe  poor  people  pafied  the  win- 
t^r.  I  and  xoy  Bofniae  captain  were  conduced  to  one 
of  thefe  holes,  which  at  night  was  crowded  with 
Turkiib  oQieers  of  difUn£tion«  Such  miferies,  and 
many  more,  are  the  frequent  attendants  on  dellru£tive 
war.  The  Sera&ier's  name  is  Gengy  Aly  Baflia,  or 
Young  A'iy.Bs^ibai  though  he  is  now  about  feventy 
years  of  age^  and  hath  the  character  of  a  brave  and 
a£Uve  gea«raL 

Th«;8t;b,  the  SerafldeirfentjiisfecrptSLiyto  me,  who 
af^d  m^  fey«^  qu^iU^ns  i:ekting  to  my  journey, 
tnd  hoped  that  neceifity  would  be  admitted  as  an 
excufc  fwf  the  bad^e^s  of  j^iy  qflarters,  la  the  cven- 
io^'tim^ta^  C9tne  a^»in,  wh§p  Jie  told  me,  that, 
in  two  or  three  days,  their  feaft  of  BajfQRU  ^Y^euld  be 
Asrcr^  and  then  I  ihould  proceed  on  my  journey  to 
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Coriftaiitinople  with  a  proper  convoy*  In  tbe  hftatr 
dme,  he  ordered  an  officer  to  fumiih  me  tHA  foch 
neceilaries  is  the  pkce  afforded*  la  dih  ho  agree- 
aBle  fituation,  I  was  obliged  to  wait  till  the  feaft  t^-as 
over,  being  five  long  nights,  all  the  while  confined 
within  the  precinfh  of  my  hut.  One  alleviation  was, 
the  company  of  my  Bofniac  captain,  who  tanied  with 
me  the  whole  time. 

The  1 2th,  in  the  morning*,  the  fccretary  came  and 
acquainted  me,  that  the  Sent&ier  had  ordered  a  chi- 
vadar,  or  officer,  belonging  to  the  Grand  Vill«',  and 
two  Tartars,  to  efcort  me  to  Conllantinople ;  at  the 
fame  time,  he  told  me  that  I  might  depart  when  I 
pleafed.  This  wekome  news  was  very  agreeaUe  j  for 
I  had  been  but  littlp  better  then  a  prifonex  from  the 
time  of  my  arrival  at  the  camp ;  though,  I  muft  own, 
they  were  very  civil,  and-  made  me  as  eafy  as  the  ac- 
commodations and  the  circumftances  of  affairs  would 
admit  of. 

I  could  only  fee  Bender  at  a  dift'ance.  But  it  is 
well  known  to  be  a  place  of  iiliportance,*  being  ftrong- 
ly  and  regularly  fortified,  with  oat-works  in  propor- 
tion. It  ftands  in  a  plain,  near  the  river  Dniefter, 
'and  is  frequently  mentioned  in  xhb  aimalg  o£  late  times, 
for  bemg  the  place  of  refuge  of  that  iiitTC]iid,  incon- 
siderate ihbnarch  Charles  XII.  of  Swdiea,  after  the 
Rixflians  had  beat  liim  out  of  th&  field  at  Boltova,  in 
the  year  1709. 

Notwiibftanding  the  contagious  difteiA)>cr.  was  nor 
entirely  ceafed  at  Sender,  We  had  our  dailjr^iini^rifloBs 
itom  ^t  placet  -jo 
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As  800b  te  &e  koifts  Nx^^ete  rdady,  I  niounieiH 
left  this  plaguy  ciiiips  ^hieb  is  ib  ki  a  littral  as  well 
^  an  allegotical  fetife^  Akbatt^  oar  lusrfes  Were  hi 
^xceedilig  bad  cafe,  ftf^A  At  rfatigoes  of  the  bft  cva* 
'paign,  and  liroiii  ih^  ix^Mt  of  due  accnmmodfttibiis,  of 
ftelter,  tec  during  the  fevere  iviBatfaer  that  {allowed, 
yet  we  made  a  (hift  to  come,  in  the  evening,  to  a 
hrge  r^mblh^  town  called  Kaufltan^  inhabited  by 
Badjack  Tftrtar»»  It  ftakid^^  fouth-Weft  kom  Bmdo'. 
Here  I  had  good  quarters ;  die  people  wens,  Iriendly^ 
and  kofpitable.  At  Afippei- 1  £it  by  an  old  Taitar, 
i97ho  feemed  to  be  a  p^rfoft  of  d^indibii  ameng  them. 
This  t^Id  gentleman  a&ed  me  many  <{uefl3cm6  «bodt 
Europe,  through  an  interpreter,  particularly  -about  tte 
iHuftrious  family  of  LoTraSn,  which  fiirprifed  toe  not 
a  little.  The  iiift  difli  ^at  came  bdht^  ns  w%^  p9aw 
-made  of  barfey  ;  then  %e  toM  We,  ih  French,  Aat  k 
was  not  dreffed  after  the^Frettdi  fafliidn.  This  brought 
cm  a  converfetion  between  us  in  that  language,  which 
he  fpoke  well,  in  which  he  informed  me,  that,  m  his 
youth,  being  with  the  Turkifli  army  in  Hungary^  be 
was  taken  prifoner  by  ihe  Duke  of  Lorram,  who  then 
Commanded  the  hnpiiml  army.  Hib  higTmds  took 
him  into  hie  ferviee,  in  which  he  liv^ed  man^  yeaiB'^ 
and,  alter  treating  him  with  great  hnmaaity,  ac  «bit 
gafvle  Kim.  his  fteddom,  with  Kbertfy  to  retumunto  ths 
own  country  ;  which ^aitraofdiiiaryfiuiour  he  aeknbw 
iedged  with  great  re%e£t  and  gratitude. 

The  I3th^  having g<it  firefli  horfes,  I  left  Kaufhany 
andtranleUed  to  the 'weflwdrd,  toiwardfi  the  Baodbe, 
^ieai^ing  the  isflng/gwdnds,  and  came  alai^  theipldia 
ciBdled  the  Stepp  of  Budpek,  which  k  flat,  dry,  balrr 
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rea,  ^nd  imaultiY^ted ;  ftf  tkw^  k  ^qtf  gpfod  paf- 
ture,  efpedally  hr  (boept  Qf  vh^b  t^e  Turl^ih  army 
have  left  fisw  iiemaini&g^  At  i%bt>  we  came  to 
Kongly^  where  are  jihout  a  do«n  ftr^gglipg  cottages, 
inhabited  bj  Tartars*  We  «ia4^  oi^  q^iarters  that 
Bight  in  the  comer  of  a  large  /b^>  alopg  Vith  our 
horfe$. 

The  i4th^  as  there  was  nothing  tempting  to  detain 
us  at  Koogly,  we  £et  forw^d  veiry  early  m  jthe  mon»* 
^g,  and  proceeded  along  the  fame  barren  piam, 
widiout  feeing  a  houfe  pr  tree  all  ths^t  d^ty.  In  the 
.evening  we  came  to  a  Tartar  village,  called  Tartar- 
3Cw,  where  we  were  tplprably  well  lodgied  and  on 

tertw^* 

The  1 5th j  wc  left  Tartar-Kew,  and  c^je  in  the 
Jeyeqi^g  to  the  tQWi  of  Ifmsy^y  ftandi|ig  op  the  nc3rih 
^ao}^  of  the  l^mpus  river  Dapube,  qUled  Dunay  in 
.thefe  parts.  The  place  is  very  pleafant,^  within  fig^t 
of  the  Black  Sea.  The  inhabitants  are  cluefly  Turks. 
Here  I  was  well  lodged,  and  had  good  bread  and 
wine.  The  river  hece  is  very  broad,  and  divided  in- 
,to  feveral  branches,  by  iflands^  conilderfibly  large ; 
though,  when  the  rivdr  falls  into  the  Black  Sea,  all  the 
.branches  are  unitod^^  and  form  but  one  mouth  at  its 
entrance  into  that  fea.  The  north  bank  eonfifis  of 
■rifing  grounds  ;  the  fouth  is  fenced  with  high  hills. 
I  think  the  Danube,  at  this  place,  may  be  compared 
with  the  Volga  at  Aftrachan^  both  for  breadth  and 
^quantity  of  wat^.  By  what. I  could  ol^ferye,  all  the 
^great  tivers,  from  the  yolga  to  this  place,  Jbave,  for 
ihe  moil  part,  high  lands  for  their  wdlem  bai^,  and 
iow  ^  lapds  to  the  eai^ard* 

The 
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the  iSthi  Snk  pafTea  tlie  'iAirA  htiH^  of  iht  Uki 
lAUbe  M  =&  Wt,  to  the  fieitt  iBdhd ;  bat  tHe  bihef 
brkifdies  boif^  'M  fro^^n  'c)Vd*j  iJN;  motJiite3^'  ai^ 
vTOtfe  iiid  \iralkdl  by  tbiiis^  the  teft  6f  %hie  ^y  npoA 
the  i(%  f  wliieh  Wds,  ih'many  )$laces^  very  rough;  flhd 
^evon*  xHth  ^^^A  tidg^s^  conTiftliig  of  pieces  df  id 
^ve&togetlkr^  add  h&^)ed  opott  dhe  inothSi^,  Bf 
ftr<»ig:^eHy  witads,  Md  this  rapidity  6f  thfe  eaireiltv 
Sbnut  vf  the  ridgi^  of  ke  ixrefe  aft  lei^  fdvtii  6t  ^ht 
4eet  bi^h,  yrhich  «^fig6d  us  to  cv(dlk  on  fdiVt  ^bll  j^ 
VE  th%  ^y;  'ffibWevet,  m  the  %^nMg,  We  iitivSi 
fitfely  >)ft  W  ^oKm'  ealttfd  thttzliH  ilah^Bg  i6n.  Vkc  fotitR 
fMfik  ^  the  river,  four  leagues  ft^tn  IMkyl-,  Whel*i 
we  had  quarters  and  bther  ^eahs  'of  rtl^MhiHttk. 

Vokztn  is  ^he  lirit  tot^  in  thie  afidtot  kii^dd^i  of 
■.Thyitife»'«diir  Teduecfd  to  ^  t*ui4dfh  prdvii»[%,  Wwh 
by  the  name  of  Bulgaria.  The  Bulgfari^»  Who  ilu% 
Kirtja-flifahs  bt  th^  Greek  ehtm:h,  five  fyr  the  ihoft  )>art 
In  vflhrges }  t&e  towns,  in  general,  being  inhabited  bjr 
the  Turks.  This  place  taA  tn  old  abandoned  erf- 
tie,  feemingly  of  European  conftruftton  j  and,  as  it 
ftWttis  kmong  Mis,  on  thfe  banks  x>{  the  river,  dife 
fituati6n  is  Veiy  pleafant* 

T^he  1 7  th,  we  left  Tthzin  m  the  ntbrnmg ;  tott^ards 
no^li  we  ^arriv^d  at  a  lar^e  tdWn  trailed  B^fbbadacb, 
ftanding  in  a  delightful  valley  environed  by  hills.  Jk 
ibme  diftahce 'ffom  the  top  dfthe  bilk  to  the  eaft- 
ward,  is  a  moft  exteniive  pifbfpe£t }  particularly  a  full 
view  of  the  Blaek'S^ 

It  is  fepp6fed  that  Ae  Poet  Ovid  was  banifhed  and 
cdnitfied  tb  this  place  ;  whicb  niuft  have  been  no  ia- 
:gi^eeable  fituation,  to  a  man  who  had  paiTed  his  young 
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£fiip  jfk  Ac  Court  of  Augtiftms,  ^  ^  fftterefp  kito 
all  t|^e  plea(ures  aad  ?xnufemeat8  of  that  p9U|;t,  dur- 
ing the  time  43f  kf  pp)i^  ^g4  gaycft  ftmg^  ip  thf 

g^^triei)  (^  yhiph  hp  WW  %pofei  IP  *Q:  xiQ  nowf 

^4^1-^  ffiFt*  Tbis  amorovjs  ppet's  Iwwk,  p^  TiiC- 
tj^m^  w^ibks  $1  iQelancholy  £J6;«rp  ^f  the  manner  of 
fSffn^g  ^  Igttnr.d^yp  at  this  pija^j?,  19  4iffemit  m  ciL* 
mt^^  frpiQ  flje  h*ppy  teinpejimccLt.of  rhs*  $f  I^If» 

Aftfsr  ch^^ging  hoffe^  at  th^  ^kce^  we  i!et  fomnk. 
Ai  i^S^  veipii^e  tq  a  viUage  g^jlkft  £?yl^»  at  a 
Ib^U  4ift»w:.e  from  ?vhic^  ve  v«re  £>  ^yc^fni^krgit  » 
^  fjatft  of  faow,  that  we  loft  tte  ;^p^ ;  ^.hudic/ipt 
|i(e^  thp:  the  Tbarking  :of  a  4pg  i^a^  i|«,  ^e  muft 
have  lain  in  the  fields  all  mght. 

The  !«*,  kavipg  KayVftty  in  4f9  f^^V^,  we  pro- 
jpeede*,  ^4  i:*¥ie  to  ©a]»ifc^w,  »Qihcr  wHag^ 

w^re  :vi5e .  pai^pgd  the .  nigijt.    . 

The  19th,  wfi  trayeUed  ^hyov^  a  yeiy  fyf^  c(»fjy 
4ryy  whereon  we  found  very  ;liQ;le  iqaw^  aqd  <a.ny  at 
night  to  Kabady,  where  we  lodged* 
.  The  apthp  we  procee^ded,  and  came  to  a  town  call- 
ed Bjix^ir-tzir^k,  ^nd  fp^t  the  ffight  dtiere.  The  tojvn 
is  inhabited  by  Turks,  Greek^;,  and  Bulganajis. 

The  21ft,  we  c^me  to  Pxovjidy,  a  jgteity  Ifirge 
town,  inhabite^i  ^  .|t^e  £ar#Fr.    V^e  ^^  tb?rc^»U 

^^ht. 

The  fLT^jf  {^t  left  Proxj^j  cgp^  it^^t  fyepk^  ip 
ir?^gy>  whei;e  we  .lpd|[e4. 

The  23d,  we  continued  ojjr  Tpute;  «h^ted  at  a 
caravanfera,  iour  leagues  fr^up  Tszeq^,  ^d  gfter 
th^t^t  ^  ltQ^x^I^cfll^4  Ay4fll^  j  :>Jjb«:e,  l^^^  <shanged 
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ho^e^,  wc  proceeded  on  our  journey^. •aud.flept.U?^. 
night  at  Bengly;n  *    . .  ; ' 

The  I4tk9  wficame  to  Kanara,  and  laj^'i^erp,  X 
cannot  but  take  notice  of  thi^  fine^  ooifiitry^  adorned 
with  many  beautiful  woods  and  coppices,  a  very 
rich,  foil,  and  ^cel)ent  pafture^  but  a  great  deal  o€ 
it  Ues.wafte;  andjt  is  but  thinly  peopled. 

The  .a  5th,  we  cswne  to  the  town  of  Kirkglife  y^irpm 

tjxcn/zt  to  that  ^f  BftjurgUis,  where  we  remained  that. 

niffht.  ..    '   ^ 

^  The  26th,  we  went  on.     We  lodged  that  wght  at. 

Tzorley*  -  '; 

.   The  a/th,  we.re^hed  the  town  of  Sdlivry^,  wjjich 

(lands  on  the  White  Sea,  or  the  fea  between  the  Dar- 

danells  and  the  Port« 

•  •        •  •       .       .... 

.  TIi^  2&th,  we  pafled  through  a  large  tcwn,  cafled 
Buyk-taeipkmidgys  from  thence  the  laft  ftage  to  Qon- 
flantiooplet 

I  muft  here  take  nodce,  that,  fit  Siliyry^  I  was  met 
by  aiKXtber  chevadar^  who,  inflp a^  of  condu£i9ng  me 
direSly  to  the  city,  as  I  expeded,  turned*  ftort  to  tb^ 
left  handy  out  of  the  high  road,  carried  me  throi^h 
by-paths,  over  fta^ip  smd  mooriih  hilk,  uttinhabited'^, 
till  at  laft  we  came  to  a  little  village ;  on  the  top  of 
t)ie:i^iU  catled  KaraIma^^iy>  whene.is  a  neat  couatr}'- 
houie  bdonging  to  M.ufl:apha*caira  Baiha,  the  chief 
butcher  to  the  Sultan,  a  place  of  great  trull  and  ho- 
ntour. 

J  was  lodged  in  the  Bailta's  houfe,  and  m^t  with  a 
friendly  reception  from  bis  kaya,  or  fteward,  who 
furpKhed  xne  with  what  neceflaries  I  had  occafion  for. 
Uk  the  va&ifh  pm^  I  waited  patiently  for  the  return  of 
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a  meflenger  ^om  they  bad  defpatcfaed  to  the  Baflia* 
This  place  (lands  very  pleafant  and  airy,  \nthin  the 
view  of  the  city,  and  is  a  retreat  for  the  Baflia,  and 
bis  family^  in  times  of  the  plague. 

It  will  be  readily  imagined,  that  1  did  not  much 
like  being  carried  out  of  the  common  road.  But, 
without  afking  queftions,  I  followed  my  condu£kon. 

The  29th,  the  meffenger  returned  from  the  dty, 
with  orders  that  I  ihould  proceed,  which  was  very 
welcome  news  to  me.  Accordingly,  we  fet  out  about 
ten  of  the  clock.  Tow^ds  noon,  we  arrived  at  Con- 
(lantinople.  They  conducted  me  direftly  to  the  houfc 
of  Muftapha  Bafha,  who  received  me  with  great  dvi- 
Uty.  And,  after  afking  a  few  queftions  relating  to 
my  journey,  he  then  defired  that  I  would  wait  till 
fuch  tinie  as  he  fhould  acquaint  the  Vifier  of  my  ar- 
rival. Muftapha  Bafha  did  not  return  till  the  even- 
ing. Upon  his  return,  he  fent  an  officer  with  me  to 
Sir  Everard  Fawkener,  the  Britifh  ambaffador,  to 
whom  I  was  addreffed,  and  in  whofe  houfe  I  k>dged 
during  my  abode  at  Conftantinople. 

I  fhall  fay  nothing  relating  to  the  effeds  of  my 
commiflion,  farther,  than  that  I  pundually  conformed 
to  the  terms  of  my  inflruftions. 

Here,  it  may  be  obferyed^  that,  although  the  Ruf- 
fians under  Count  Lacy,  and  under  Count  Munich, 
were  very  fuccefsful  every  campaign,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  in  1734,  and  made  great  ac- 
quifitions  on  the  Turkifh  frontier,  on  that  fide,  by 
their  taking  Afoph  and  Otzakotf,  poflfefEng  them* 
felves  of  the  Perecop  and  the  Crimea,  and  carrying 
their  arms,  the  laft  campaign,  into  Moldavia,  which 
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was  ended  by  a  confiderable  advantage  gained  by  the . 
Ruifiaxis  at  the  battle  of  Chotim )  in  confequence  of 
which  viftory,  the  Bafha  of  Chotim  brought  the  keys 
of  that  important  fortrefs  to  the  General  of  the  Ruf» 
fian  army^  who  fent  the  Baflia^  and  the  principal  of- 
ficers wider  him,  prifoners  to  St  Peterfbm-gh;  yet  the 
Emperor  of  Germany's  arms  in  Hungary  were  by  no 
means  fuccefsful }  the*  Turks  gsiining  on  the  Emper-* 
or's  frontier  there,,  as  much  as  they  loft  of  their  own  ^ 
frontiers  towards  Riiflia;  Elated  by  their  fuccefles 
in  Hungary^  during  the  laft  campaign,  the  Ottoman 
Porte  rofe  in  their  demands,  and  infifted  on  higher 
terms  than  Ruffia  thought  proper  to  agree  to. 

This  famous  city  is  fo  well  known,  that  I  need  not 
enter  into  a  minute  defcription,  fo  ihall  only  give  a 
traniient  view  of  fuch  remarkable  things  as  occurred 
to  me  during  my  &ort  flay  at  this  place. 

Conftantinople  is  fituated  in  forty-one  and  one<^ 
half  degrees  north  latitude^  twenty-nme  degrees  eftft 
longitude,  upon  a  point  of  land,  on  the  European 
fhore,  in  the  province  of  Romania,  and  is  efteemed 
one  of  the  moft  delightful  fituations  in  the  world  i 
for  which  rcafen  Conftantine  the  Great  chofc  it  for 
the  feat  of  empire }  by  whom  it  was  rebuilt  and  beaur 
tified  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  330* 

At  a  diftance^  the  dty  makes  a  very  fine  appear- 
ance, having  a  great  number  of  gilded  fpires  and 
domes,  or  cupolas^  which  multiply  as  you  approach ; 
but,  when  you  enter  the  city,  the  general  irregularity 
and  narrownefs  of  the  fbreets  do  in  no  degree  cor- 
refpohd  with  the  magnificent  appearance  it  makes  at 
a  diftance  i  which  is,  indeed  j  the  cafe  of  many  of  the 
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cities  and  great  towni  of  Europe^  fooAig  tobthxSt 
at  random.  I  hare  often  thought,  that,  had  a  Chi- 
nele  been  confahed,  he  coold  hare  taoght  both 
Greeks  and  Romans  how  to  lay  out  towns,  and  that 
by  the  fitnplcft  rules ;  tiz.  Let  there  be  fpace  enough, 
fttfficient  breadth  of  (Ireet,  and  the  hotzies  on  each 
fide  bttih  in  a  ftraight  Hne ;  which  rules  are  inferred 
in  all  the  to^^iis  I  have  obferted  In  China,  particu- 
larly Pekin.  This  common  error,  in  laying  out  towns 
in  Europe,  muft  be  owing  to  the  retniffiieis  of  the 
government  of  nations ;  though  this  great  mconve- 
nience,  in  fo  grand  a  city  ^s  Conftandnople,  bath  no 
relation  to  the  Situation  of  the  place,  yet  it  is  thought 
by  many,  !  think  very  juftly,  that,  were  the  ffireets  of 
this  city  fpacious  and  reguhu-,  it  would  in  fome  mea* 
fare  prevent  the  frequent  peftilential  difeafes  with 
which  this  place  is  affeded,  and  which  prevail  here 
more  than  in  any  other  place  1  know ;  there  feldom 
paiiing  a  year  without  hs  making  a  dreadful  faavock 
among  the  populace. 

This  mortal  diftemper*s  being  ahnoft  always,  more 
or  lefs,  iA  this  city,  may  in  part  be  attributed  to  a  de- 
left in  Turkifh  policy,  which  fuffcrs  all  Ihips  to  enter 
the  pt)rt,  without  requiring  bills  of  herfthj  at  any 
time ;  even  the  ftiips  from  infeded  places  are  admit- 
ted.  I  do  not  know  but  that  the  belief  of  predefti- 
nation,  prevailing  fo^  univerfally  among .  the  Ttafa,. 
with  whom  k  is  a  fundamoital  article  of  thdr  creed, 
may  likewife  contribute  to  the  continuance  of  the  de* 
vaftations  made,  by  this  terrible  difeafe,  among  the 
human  fpecies. 
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A  very  gfeat  huifance,  attending  this  phce,  is  its 
being  peftered  with  a  great  number  bf  nafty  dogs 
which  belong  to  nobody;  they  kennel  in  every  cor- 
ner of  the  ftreets;  it  is  unlawfiil  to  kill  them;  and 
they  are  generally  fed,  which  is  looked  upon,  by  ma- 
ny  of  the  Turks,  asf  aft  afl:  of  charity;  ' 

It  is  without  dlfpute  a  populous  icity ;  but  fiir  fliort 
of  the  numbers  reported  by  common  feme,  which 
feldom  keeps  within  bounds  in  things  of  this  nature. 
It  is  trtle  that  many  ftrangers  refott  hither  daily,  both 
from.  Europe  and  Afia,  and  many  of  them  remain 
here  J  but  then  it  muft  be  conlidcred  how  many. are 
carried  off  annually  by  the  pelHience  and  other  dif- 
eafes.  I  do  not  think  the  whole  number  exceeds 
four  hundred  thoufend  fouls.  In  walking  the  ftreets, 
you  often  meet  whh  people,  who,  to  avdd  converf- 
ing  with  you,  walk  on  the  other  fide  of  the  ftreet, 
for  fear  of  catching  the  diftemper ;  and  moft  people 
endeavour  to  get  to  windward  of  each  other ;  which, 
with  many  other  inconveniencies,  renders  the  place 
nor  very  agreeable  to  ftrangers. 

From  Pent,  a  diftrid  of  Gonftantinople  inhabited 
by  Europeans,  and  by  the  foreign  miniftcrs  refiding' 
at  the  Porte,  there  is  a  fine  profpeft  of  the  city,  and 
of  the  Grand  Seignor's  feraglio ;  which  laft  ftands 
on  an  ennnence,  with  Hoping  gardens,  down  to  the 
edge  of  the  canal,  planted  with  rows  of  cyprefs,  and 
other  evergreens.  It  hath  the  appearance  of  a  moft 
delightful  phtce;  bat,  though  the  walks  are  we!!. 
(haded,  it  is  not  thought  good  manners,  or  even  fafe, 
to  look  at  them  with  a  fpy-glais. 

Oj)pofite 
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0|^iite  to  the  feraglio,  on  die  Afian  (bore. 
Hands  the  ancient  dty  of  Chryfopolis,  or  the  Golden 
City,  now  called  Skutary,  a  pretty  little  place. 

Along  the  fliore  of  the  Propontis,  towards  the 
fouth-weft,  runs  a  ridge  of  very  high  mountains,  cai« 
led  Olympus,  which  are  coyered  with  {now  fnmmer 
and  winter.  The  mountain  of  that  name  mentioned 
by  the  Poets,  (lands  in  Greece. 

February  the  3d,  there  was  a  great  fall  of  inow, 
followed  by  a  ftrong  froft,  which  continued  for  the 
fpace  of  fourteen  days*  I  thought  myfelf  haf^y  b 
dfcaping  it ;  but  this  weather  is  very  acceptable  to  the 
people  here,  as  it  tends  to  ftop  the  contagious  diilem- 
per. 

I  fiiall  now  take  a  view  of  fome  of  the  moft  re- 
markable ftrudures  in  and  about  this  andoit  dty, 
which  are  commonly  Ihown  to  travellers.  Indeed 
there  are  but  few  remains  of  aiitiquity  to  be  ieen  at 
prefent ;  for  the  Turks,  according  to  their  principles, 
deface  and  ruin  every  thing  that  hath  an  air  of  idola- 
try, as  they  call  it,  whether  Pagan  or  ChriiUan. — 
What  Chriftian  churches  they  have  fpared  are  con- 
verted into  mofques. 

March  2d,  the  weather  bdng  fine,  I  made  a  party 
with  fome  friends  to  ride  out  and  fee  the  aqueduds, 
which  are  curious  fabrics  erefted  in  order  to  fu|4)ly 
the  city  with  frefh  water.  They  are  faid  to  be  buik 
by  the  Emperor  Valens.  They  are  now  kept  in  re- 
pair by  the  Grand  Seignor.  They  ftand  at  unequal 
diftances,  from  four  to  feven  or  more  miles  to  the 
northward  of  the  dty,  accordmg  to  the .  refpedive 

jEuppUes  of  vater  i^om  fprings  and  broolu. 

*  The 
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The  long  aquedud  is  about  feven  hundred  yards 
in  length,  and  near  thirty  in  height ;  it  confifts  of  two 
ftories  or'rangea  of  arches,  one  above  the  other,  hav- 
ing about  fifty  arches  in  a  range,  all  of  hewn  ftone» 
neatly  wrought. 

The  crooked  aquedu£t,  fo  called  from  its  form  of 
zig-zagi  runs  in  this  figure  VWVj  the  intent  of 
which  is  to  divcfrt  and  leflfen  the  fprce  of  the  current, 
and  hath  a  triple  range  of  beautiful  arches. 

At  Ibme  diftance  from  this  ftands  the  high  aque- 
duct, the  moft  magnificent  of  all,  being  hear  three 
hundred  yards  in  length,  about  forty  in  height,  hav- 
ing four  ftately  afches  with  the  fame  number  over 
them.  Bclides,  there  are  feveral  others  of  feffer  note, 
which  I  need  nbt  mention.  *  Thfey  are  all  built  to 
convey  the  water,  over  low  vallies  and  hollows,  to 
the  city. 

At  night  we  came  to  Belgrade,  a  pleafant  village, 
inhabited  by  Greeks,  where'  moft  of  the  foreign  mi- 
nifters  have  their  country-houfes,  to  which  they  retire 
in  time  of  the  plague. .  -  " 

The  next  day  we  remained  at  this  village,  and 
walked  through  the  woods,  to  a  neighbouring  hill, 
to  the  eaftward,  firom  whence  there  is  a  fiiU  view  of 
the  Black  Sea.  Thefe  woods  are  of  fine  oak,  beech, 
and  other  timber,  fit  for  the  conftruftion  of  a  royal 
navy.  They  are  well  fumiflied  with  wild-fowl,  and 
various  forts  of  other  game* 

The  4th,  we  left  Belgrade,  when,  riding  to  the 
fouthward,  through  pleafant  woods  and  fields,  we 
<ame  about  noon  to  a  large  viHage,  called  Buyuck- 
|erey,  ftaadin^  on  the  north  iho^e  q£  the  canal,*  oir 

Thracijm 
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Thracian  Bofpliorus. .  Jhis  can^}  U  natural,  buxftiag 
out  from  the  Black  Sea,  between  ty(o  high  moqntaias, 
and  runs,  in  a  ftrbng  current,  about  iui;teea.  Engliik 
miles,  to  the  city^  wljere  it  difcbarges  itfeif  into  the 
Propontis.  The  depth  is  from  ten  to  fUteea  fathoms ; 
the  breadth  from  about  one  mile  to  half  a  mile  ;  very 
well  ftorcd  with  meft  forts  of  fea  fifh,  particularly 
oyiters,  of  a  .fmall  hio^j  but  very  deiipous.  The 
land  on  both  fides  is  very  Ugh».  wtb  many  flecifiuit 
villages  along  the  ihore.  At  the  mouth  of  tb&  canal, 
where  it  begins  fronn  the  Bl^icH  3ea>  the  Turks  have 
built  two  forts  to  defend  the  paff^e,  onje  on  the  fliore 
cf  Afia,  the  other  on  that  of  £urop£ ;  thpy  piay  well 
ferve  to  prevent  fudden  inicurfions^ .  but  of  Uttle.  ule 
agaiafi  a  ftrong  fc]badron  of  men  of  war^.and  aaeaft* 
edy  wind*  .  ^  . 

I  was  informed  that,  in  the  reign  of  Sultan  Amu« 
rath^  a  ftrong  party  of  Coilacks .  came*  in  opea  boats, 
before  thefe  calUes.  were  built,  or  when  they  were 
neglcdedty  entered  the  canal^  and  put  all  the  city  in 
great  conftemation*  After  they  had  plundered  many 
villages,  they  returped  agaia  to  th^r  own  coustry, 
with  little  or  no  lofs* 

From  the  Buyuck*terey  we.  f«at  cur  horfes  home» 
and  returned  to  the  city  by  water.  Sqme  c^ys  aftar 
this,  I  went  to  fep  ibe  SultaHt  ^  he  came  fsqm  his 
devotions  at  the  mo^ue  called  Jen^y*Jamey.  He  was 
on  horfebaclc,  attended  by  a  iiuall  trpop  of  ^ahis  on 
horfeback,  a^d  fbopo^  janifaiie^  on  foot*  Mahoittth 
bath  a  good  afped^  and  -beairs  the  chaTf^er  of  bfiog 
of  a  huqfiane  peaceable'  diipoikioiu  This  Prince  fuc- 
ceeded  Aphpctj^  who  i«as,  d^fec^  a))QttC  (one^  years 

before, 
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VsTc^e,  by  one  named  Ali-Patrone,  or  £alyll,  a  jani^ 
faiy,  and  his  aflbciates,  all  people  of  low  degree ;  the 
next  in  command  to  AU-Patrone,  or  Kalyll,  as  he  s 
commonly  caUed,  was  Mufs-luch,  a  dealer  in  melons 
and  other  fruits;  the  third  was  Emy-Aly.  iThefe 
jthree  chie&  governed  the  Tiirkifii  empire  near  a 
month.  After  they  had  placed  Mahmuth  on  llie 
throne,  they  depofed  the  Grand  Vifier,  and  difpofed 
of  all  offices  civil  and  miiitary,  at  pleaiure.  Ali-Pa- 
trone,  in  the  mean  time,  was  very  Ibber,  never 
changing  his  iiabit,  .came  every  morning  to  the  jani-* 
fanes'  hall^  where  he  iat  as  ibvereign  judge,  and 
gave  ientence  on  all  caufes  that  were  brought  before 
faim  without  delay  ;  was  very  charitable  to  the  poor, 
and  redified  many  abufes  in  the  flate.  That  magni- 
ficent Viiier^  Ibrahim-Bafha,  who  had  introduced 
printing,  fdl  a  facrifice  to  the  rebels 

One  action  of  the  Kalyll's  I  o^^oc  optut  rdatiqg, 
as  it  evinces,  that  his  high  ftation  did  (lot  produce 
forgetfiilnefs  of  his  old  friends.  There  was  one  Ja- 
naky,  a  Greek,  a  butcher  by  trade,  wh|9  had  former- 
ly lent  AUnPatrone  half  a  dollar.  He  &nt  jfor  this 
butcher,  and  made  liim  Hofpodai:  or  Ptince  of  Mol* 
jdavia.  Poor  Jani^y  would  willingly  have,  be^i  eac- 
cufed  from  accepting  fo  higb.a»:o£ci& «:  .tot  l^  pa*- 
4ron  infifted  on  his  tafcqig  it.       ^ 

However,  thefemjghty  chiefs  being latowcated-with 
power,  began  to  iatojiicate  Aemfolves  with  wine  alfo  ; 
and  they  were  at  length  caught  in  a  fcarc,  laid  for 
them  by  Sultan  Geray^  Chan  of  the  Crim  Tarta«s» 
who  had  been  fent  for  by  fome  of  the  grandees  fcr 
that  q^    Sultan  G^ray  iiuciceeded  lb  well,  that  the 

4  0  Chiefr 
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Chieik  were  cut  off,  the  reft  dUperfed,  and  the  go? 

venunent  re-eftablifhed  ou  the  lame  footing  as  hereto- 
fore, with  very  little  bloodflied ;  the  particulars  of 
which  being,  in  general,  well  known,  I  fay  no  more 
of  that  afiair. 

'  The  next  |^e  I  was  carried  to  was  the  mint, 
ipirhere  I  faw  them  coining  money  of  different  forts. 
It  (lands  in  the  outer  court  of  the  feniglio* 

From  thence  I  went  to  the  famous  church  of  Sanda 
Sophia,  now  converted  into  a  mofque.  There  being 
already  many  defcriptions  extant  of  this  ancient  fiibric, 
I  fhall  only  ot^erve,  that  it  was  rebuilt  and  adorned 
by  the  Emperor  Juftinian,  about  the  year  of  our  Lord 
500,  It  is  highly  efteemed  by  architeds,  for  the  flat- 
fiefs  of  the  dome,  or  cc^la,  whiph,  it  is  faid,  the 
modems  cannot  imitate. 

^  In  time  of  war,  ChriiU^s  are  not  permitted  to  enter 
the  mofque.  Neverthelefs,  we  were  conduced  up  a 
pair  of  bade  flairs  to  the  gallery,  from  whence  we  had 
a  full  view  of  the  whole.  The  floor  is  laid  with  clean 
mats  and  cai|)ets,  having  no  feat,  only  one  pulpit  for 
the  Mullah.    The  gallery  is  laid  with  marble,  fup- 

^  ported  by  about  ono  hundred  marble  pillars,  of  vari- 
ous colours  and  fizes,  moft  of  them,  at  ieail,  between 
five  and  fix  feet  diameter.  Thg  whole  of  the  infide 
hath  a  nobfe  ^nd  grand  appeacaace.  Af  the  entry 
into  the  galteryi  is.  an  old  veftry,  with  the  door  chkA 
up,  of  which  a  Greek,  of  my  acquaintance,  told  me 
the  foUqwins  flsort  ilory,  viz.  iV  certain  Midlah  bebg 
in  the  veftry,  &w,  or  fimcied  tfaa^  he  faw,  a  noan  on 

•  hotfeback,  with  a  fword  in  his  hand,  who  bid  him  be* 

'  gone  out  jof  that  holy  place,  &c.  This,  Uke  other 

■       -  •*  .  tales 
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tales  of  the  fame  natvire^  was  not  long  a  fecret^  and 
was  interpreted  to  have  been  no  other  than  Conftan- 
tine  the  Great;  Horwever  fabulous  the  ftory  appears, 
the  door  of  the  veftry  hath  been  condemned  fince  thsc 
time* 

l^tom  Sanda  Sophia  I  was^  condu&al  to  tbe  Hi^ 
podrcnne,  where  the  Qreeks  ufed  formerly  to  train 
their  horfes  to  the  menage,  now  called  the  AttrMay- 
dan^  and  is  (till  applied  to  the  fame  ufe  by  the  Turks. 
It  is  a  fpacioos  oblong  fqoare^  having  a  pretty  marble 
obeliik  in  the  middle.  On  one  fide  of  it  is  a  pillar  of 
brafSf  with  ferpents  twining  round  it ;  this  is  fomewhat 
delved,  and  is  about  ten  feet  high^ 

In  the  great  (treet,  at  fome  diftance  from  the  Hip^ 
podrome,  (lands  another  venerable  monument  of  an^ 
tiquity ;  a  large  and  tall  pillar,  called  the  Bumt'pillar» 
becaufe  it  hath  greatly  fuffered  by  fire  in  the  neigh^ 
bourhood j  which  hath  cracked  it  in  divers  places  i 
this  is  a  misfortune  common  to  narrow  (Ireets,  and 
not  to  be  remedied  without  a  well  regulated  police* 
This  pillar  is  of  porphyry,  about  twenty  yards  high. 
.  We  went  thence  to  fee  the  grand  refervoir^  built 
with  intent  of  fupplying  the  city  with  water  in  cafe  of 
a  fiege.  This  muft  have  coft  an  immenfe  fum  of 
money ;  for  it  is  all  of  it  under  groimd }  above  it  are 
ilreets  and  houfes.  It  is  not  far  from  the  Hippodrome. 
Towards  the  water -fide,  the  covering  of  it  is  fupport* 
ed  by  ,a  great  number  of  arches,  and  many  hundreds 
of  ftone-pillars^  of  which  npt  a  few  are  fallen  down, 
and  the  whole  of  it  is  going  a-pace  to  decay.  There 
was  no  water  in  it*  ^ 

There 
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'  There  is  aoiidther  andent  hhncl  kno'Mi  by  the  taam 
of  EcBkiily,  or  feven  towers,  ftanding  on  an  emmenoe 
to- the  veftwaM  $  which  is  now  a  common  prifim. 
Near  the  middle  of  the  city  (lands  a  fmaU  tower  called 
Belifarius  ;  whether  or  not  it  was  the  houfe  of  that 
great  and  unfortunate  General^  I  couTd  not  kam. 

Oppofite  to  the  feraglio,  near  the  middle  of  the  ca- 
naiy  (lands  a  fmall  round  tower,  upon  the  fummit  of  a 
fmali  rock,  called  Leander's  Tower.  This,  with  the 
foregoing',  are  the  few  remains  of  antiquity  commonly 
fliown  to  (Grangers. 

The  haven,  which  divides  the  city  from  that  dHbid 
of  it  called  Pera,  for  its  extent  smd  depth  of  water,, 
may  probably  equal,  perhaps  furpafs,  the  beft  in  the 
known  woHd,  welt  fenced  on  al(  fides  by  riiing 
grounds.  Near  the  bottom  of  the  haven  is  a  fpactous 
and  moft  convenient  yard  for  building  flups  and  gal- 
feysy  with  fuitable  magaxines  and  warehoufw  for 
keeping  the  cordhge,  guns,  ammunition,  and  for  every 
material  requifite  for  building  and  fitting  men  of  war 
and  galleys  for  the  fea.^ 

Adjoining,  is  a  pkce  called  the  Bagnio^^  af^ropriat* 
ed  to  the  lodging  and  accommodating  galley-ilaves  ; 
where,  it  may  be  fuppofed,  they  do  not  pafs  their  time 
very  agreeably.  ^ 

My  next  >^alk  was  to  fee  die  dervifea  at  woril^  f 
they  are  a  religious  order  [of  the  Mahometans,  who* 
have  a  mofque  in  Peza,  built  in  a  circular  form,  with 
a  pulpit  for  the  Mullah,  and  a  gallery  built  m  a  mtcb 
made  in  tbe<ux:le  for  the  mufic«  » The  fermon  be^ 
ended,  the  muficians  began  on  .various  iiifbuflKnis». 
which  were  like  the  European  flutes  and  hantboys, 

upm 
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topon  which  five  of  the  dervifes  ftood  up,  and  danced 
round  the  mofque,  in  a  frantic  manner,  turning  them- 
felves  round,  as  they  advanced,  with  fo  quick  a  mo- 
tion, that  their  faces  were  hardly  difUnguiihable  from 
other  parts  of  their  heads.  They  followed  each  other 
at  certain  diibmces ;  but  an  old  -  man  of  fourfcore 
years  outdid  all  the  reft  in  quicknefs  of  turning  round. 
Tet,  when  he  left  oflF,  he  did  not  feem  to  be  at  all  dif- 
compofed  by  the  violence  of  the  motion.  This  ex- 
travagant {eOt  make  vows  of  poverty  and  chaftity, 
travel  over  all  the  eaft,  where  the  reUgion  of  Maho- 
met px'evails,  and  are  held  in  great  efteem  by  the  de- 
vout of  that  profeffion. 

The  9th  of  March,  the  army  intended  for  Hungary^ 
under  the  command  of  Eggeliy-Mahomet  JBafha^  the 
GAmd  Vifier,  began  to  file  off  to  the  dnnp:  ailigned 
for  them,  about  three  miles  to  the  northward  of  the 
city.  The  proceffion  continued  four  days  ;  and,  as 
tifuai,  when  the  Sultan  himfel^  or  the  Grand  Viiier, 
take  the  field  in  petfbn,  the  troops  are  attended  by 
all  |he  different  trades  and  arti£m&  to  the  place  of  en^ 
campment,  each  trade  having  the  proper  drefs  and 
badges  of  their  refpedive  profeffion,  with  banners, 
mufic,  &c.  '  ; 

The  firft  day  the  janifaries  marched,  with  their  Aga» 
or  chief  comtnander,  at  their  head^  followed  by  a  nu^ 
merous  multitude  oEartifans.  Tbeiirft  in  proceflioor 
was  a  plough,  drawn  by  painted .  oxen,  with  gilded 
horns.  It  would  be  tedious  to  mendoa  the  xefl  par» 
ticularly  ;  I  fhall  only  obferve,  thai  fome  of  this,  raga^ 
undbnicrew  made  frightful  figures,  being  naked  ta 
the  wafte,  with  fiibret  nm.tlmnigh  the  Ms&f  part  d 
'     i*  their 
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thdr  anns,  and  befmeared  vith  blood— A  fliockiflg 
fpedacle '! 

The  fecond  day's  pnoceflion  was  the  pioniers  and 
miners,  mih  their  different  tools  and  utenfik. 

The  third  day,  the  cannpniers  marched. 

The  fourth  day,  the  Vifier  marched  out^  attended 
by  the  general  officers  of  the  army,  a  great  many 
Spahis  and  Janifaries, .  and  all  the  different  traKles  of 
the  town ;  among  which  rabble^  were  many  fuch  ban^ 
ditti  as  above  defcrih^,  naked  for  the  moft  part  o[ 
the  body,  all  bloody.  The  Grand  Mufti  was  in  the 
fame  coach  with  die  Grand  Vifier,  and  had  the  Al* 
coran  carried  by  a  Mullah,  who  (at  likewife  in  the 
fame  coach,  oppofite  to  the  Mufti ;  which  was  pre- 
ceded by  a  number  of  fingers,  in  their  proper  hahks, 
fin^g  as  they  went  along.  Before  the  coach  was 
carried  the  ftandard  of  Mahomet,  which  is  a  horfe's 
tail,  (aid  to  be  brought  firom  heaven  by  the  Angel 
Gabriel  to  Mahomet,  and  is  held  in  great  veneratxm, 
feldom  appearing  but  on  great  folenmides;  after 
which  it  is  carried  badk  to  the  leragUo,  wherejt  re- 
mains till  the  next  occafion.   . 

When  war  is  declared  againft  any  prince  or  ftate, 
the  l^rie-tail  is  fet  up  at  the  gate  of  the  feragUo,  cal- 
led illa-Capy,  or  the  Port  ef  God,  from  whence  the 
Grand  Seignor  dates  all  his  defpatches ;  and,  on  thai 
account,  the  court  of  the  Grand  Seignor  ig  ceramonl j 
called  tke  Ottomon  Forte  and  the  Sublime  Poite;  But 
when  the  Sultan  is  in  the  field,  at  the  head  of  his  »rmj, 
lie  dates  all  his  lettert  and  orders  fioom  hia  ftimi{K»  AJl 
generals  who  have  tbree  horfe*tails,  air  called  Vifier} 
i«t  the  Grand  Vifier,  whQ  is  alwajs  prime  mjiiiftcr,  go- 

i^eros 
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vems  and  direds  all  affairs  relating  to  the  ftate,  both 
foreign  and  domeftic :  Next  to  Urn  0Xi  power  is  the 
Kaymacan,  who  is  his  lieutenant ;  after  him  Kifangy 
Baiha^  keeper  of  the  feals ;  then  Kap-adgee  Baiha, 
chief  porter ;  Kiflar-agafly,  the  chief  eunuch, '  Thefe 
are  the  principal  great  officers  at  court.  It  happens 
often,  that  the  Kiflar-agafiTy  hath  more  to  fay  than  all  * 
the  reft  put  together ;  for  although  the  ladies  live 
very  retired,  yet  they  are  not  fo  ignorant  as  is  gene- 
rally imagined.  And,  if  I  am  not  mifinformed,  mat- 
ters of  the  greateft  confequence  are  convafTed,  and  of- 
ten fettled  in  the  feraglio,  before  they  are  prefented 
to  the  miniftry.  One  thing  is  certain,  that  whoever 
wants  a  favour  at  court  needs  no  better  recommenda- 
tion than  a  friend  among  the  ladies. 

Soon  after  my  arrival,  I  had  an  invitation  from  the 
famous  Count  Bonneral,  who  thch  was  ill  of  the 

» 

gout ;  but,  in  time  of  war,  it  was  not  thought  fit  that 
I  fhould  vifit  that  gentleman. 
March  1 5th,  Sir  Everard  Fawkener  went'  f o  the  camp 
.  to  take  leave  of  the  Grand  Vilier,  as  is  ufual  for  all 

» 

the  foreign  minifters  to  do,  on  the  like  occafions.  We 
difmounted  at  fome  diftance  from  the  tent  of  this 
great  man,  were  condufted  by  an  officer  to  a  magni- 
'ficent  tent,  near  to  that  of  the  Vilier,  and  entertained 
with  coffise,  &c.  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  ;  af- 
ter which  the  ambaflador,  accompanied  by  the  gentle^* 
men  of  his  retinue,  went  to  the  Viffer's  tent,  where  a 
flool  was  prepared  fot  his  Excellency.  The  gentle- 
men flood  during  the  time  the  ambaflador  remaihed. 
The  Vifier  fat  crofs-legged  on  a  fopha  raifdd 
^^t  lialf  a  foot  from  the  floor,  which  vns  all 
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laid  with  rich  carpets.  Verynear  him  flood  a  £rame| 
pn  which  were  hung  fome  mufkets,  labres,  &c.  of  a 
very  curious  workmanikipy  ornamented  richly  with 
goldy  filver,  and  ftones  of  value,  as  emeralds,  rubies, 
&c.  The  Turkiih  camps  are,  in  gqieral,  very  legu- 
jar  a"^  cl^iit 

The  ihort  ceremony  being  over,  we  returned  ^ain 
to  the  city.  After  fome  days  the  Grand  Viii^ 
marched  to  Adrianople,  in  his  way  to  Hungary. 

Being  about  to  leave  this  city,  I  Ihall  detain  the 
reader  with  no  more  particulars  than  the  following 
fliort  obiervations. 

In  Turkey  there  are  few  families  who  have  any  dif- 
tinguiihing  titles  or  honours  appertaining  to  them 
which  defcend  to  their  children.  All  titles  of  honour, 
and  places  of  power  and  profit  in  the  Sultan's  domi- 
nions, depend  on  peiibnal  merit,  or  the  Sultan's  &- 
vour,  which  dies  with  the  pofieflbr.  The  only  two 
families  who  have  a  juft  claim  to  nobility,  are  thofe 
of  Dgiggdl-Oglu  and  Kuperly,  who,  for  fignai  fervi- 
ces  done  to  the  empire,  have  pecuUar  privileges }  one 
in  particular,  that  the  Sultan,  as  it  is  faid,  cannot  con- 
demn them  to  death.  It  feems  that,  on  a  very  critical 
fionjun&ure,  when  affairs  were  in  great  diibrder,  the 
Sultan  died,  Kuperly  kept  it  a  fecret  for  fix  weeks  i  in 
ivhich  time,  by  his  prudent  condud:,  t^e  govern- 
ment was  eftabllihed  on  a  proper  footing.  Befides 
thefe,  there  are  defendants  of  their  prophet  Mabo- 
jnet's  femily,  of  which  theije  are  great  numbers,  wjw 
are  diftinguiflied  by  wearing  green,  ^d  enjoy  fome 

privileges. 

Having  nothing  more  to  do  at  Conftantinpple,  I 
am  now  about  to  return  to  St  Peteriburgh,  AsThad 
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I  commiffion  from  Sir  Everard  Favkener  for  the 
Grand  Vifier,  who  was  then  at  Adrianople^  I  took 
ihat  road. 

April  Srh,  after  takmg  leave  of  my  friends,  I  fet 
out  from  Conflantinopley  accompanied  by  a  tzaufh, 
or  meffenger,  a  janifary,  and  my  own  fervant. 

The  i  '^th,  in  the  mdming,  I  came  to  the  city  of 
Adrianople,  where  1  lodged  at  the  houfe  of  Mr  Da«i 
tniraly  a  Greek  gentleman,  who  is  agent  at  this  place 
for  our  aHfibaifador^  where  I  found  a  friendly  recep^ 
tion.    I'he  city  of  Adrianople  is  about  forty  leagues 
north-weft  from  Conftantinople,  in  a  pleafant  coun* 
try,  inhabited  b^  Turks,  Greeks,  and  fome  Jews^ 
The  capuchins  have  alfo  a  convent  here.    The  town 
is  pretty  large,  and  is  remarkable  for  having  a  very 
noble  grand  mofque,  with  very  high  minorets,  of  ex^ 
tellent  workmanfliip^    The  archited  ^^as  a  Greek, 
of  whom  it  18  reported,  that  the  Grand  Sdgnor,  be- 
}ng  amazed  at  the  extraordinary  contrivance  and  exe-^ 
tution  which  the  arcfaited  exhibited  in  thofe  build'* 
'  ings,  thought  that  nothing  of  mechanifm  was  out  of 
his  reach,  and  ordered  him  to  make  himfelf  wings, 
and  to  fly  off  from  the  top  of  one  of  the  minorets, 
which  the  poor  builder  was  forced  to  attempt.     Af- 
ter flying  a  condderable  dxftance,  he  fell  among  fomtf 
tombs,  and  broke  his  neck.    I  do  not  vouch  for  the 
truth  of  the  ftory ;  but  I  '^zs  fhown  the  tombs  in 
the  neighbourhood,'  among  which  it  is  £ud  that  he 
4(AL 

The  i4tii,  I  had  a  vifit  from  Monficur  Peifonell^ 
ihe  Freaeh  agent,  and  fbme  of  the  Capuchin  Fathers^ 

4H.  Th«r 
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The  1 5th9 1  went  to  return  the  vifit  at  the  coxnrenti^ 
In  coming  through  the  market-place,  in  the  way  to 
my  lodgings,  I  met  with  a  very  disagreeable  fpec- 
tacle  ;  which  was  two  men,  lying  ftark  naked,  with* 
out  their  heads,  which  had  been  juft  before  cut  o£ 
They  were  (aid  to  have  been  fpies. 

After  difcharging  my  commiflion  to  the  Grand 
Vifier,  which  I  effeded  through  Mr  Damiral,  and  ob- 
taining an  order  for  poft-horfes,  I  left  Adrianople  the 
17th,  and  proceeded  on  ray  journey  to  the  north- 
ward ;  in  which  I  need  not  be  particular,  having 
mentioned  moft  of  the  places  in  the  former  part  of 
this  relation.  I  took  the  i^eareft  way  for  Yaflyin 
Moldavia. 

The  26th,  we  pafled  the  Danube  in  a  boat,  at  a 
place  called  Kalafs,  a  few  leagues  above  Ifinayl. 

The  a 9th,  we  arrived  at  the  city  of.  Yafly.  The 
next  day  I  waited  on  the  prince,  who  received  me  in 
a  moft  friendly  manner*  He  gave  orders  ioit  horfes, 
and  two  of  his  guards,  to  condu£t  me  to  the  frcmtien 
of  Poland.  He  likewife  fent  an  oiScer  to  accompany 
me  as  far  as  Nemiroff.  I  then  difcharged  my  tzauib 
and  Janifary,  who  returned  back  to  Conftantinople. 

May  I  ft,  I  left  Yafly,  and  came  the  next  day  to 
Soroka. 

The  3d,  I  left  Soroka,  pafled  the  Dneifter,  and 
came  to  Tamas-Poly,  where  I  lodged. 

The  5th,  I  got  to  NemirofFe ;  and  at  this  place  de- 
livered all  my  defpatches  for  Europe  to  Greneral  Rut 
fotiky,  to  be  forwarded  according  to  addreis. 

The  loth,  I  arrived  at  KiofiV  said  fet  out  agam  thf( 
fame  day. 

Oa 
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On  the  17th  of  May  I  arrived  at  St  Pcteriburgh. 

;  It  is  to  be  noted,  all  my  dates  are  old  (tile. 

I  fhall  fubjoin  a  lift  of  all  the  ftages  and  diftances 

from  St  Peteriburgh  to  Gonftantinople.     As  I  have, 

in  a  former  journey,    particularized  the    ftage;  to 

Mofcoy  I  nistd  not  repeat  them  here. 


Verfts. 

From  St  Peterfburgh  to  the  dty  of  Mofco  734 

From  Mofco  towards  Kioff, 

To                          SelaPackra  30 

The  vills^  of  Tzeniikoy  35 

Lykof-Vrague  40 

Dobrichach  35 

Town  of  Caluga  40 

town    of   Lykvyn  30 

town    of  Belof  40 

town    of   Bolfliof  40 

Selo  Glotovo  35 

town    of  Kartzof  35 

Selo  Samova  30 

Selo  Tzainaka  30 

Village  of  Lieubufli  30 

Town  of  Seyefiki  30 

Tolfto  Dubovo  40 

Town  of  Gluchovo  30 

town  of  Korolevitz  39 

town  of  Batturin  44 


From 
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Vcjfts, 

From             Borzna 

33 

To               Ncfliinl 

*8 

Nofofka 

38 

Koflelitz 

38 

Semipologue 

«5 

Brovary 

29 

City  of  Kioff 

18 

From  St  Peterlburgh  to  Kioff        1586 

The  verft  in  Ruflia  confifts  of  ii«6|  Erigfflh  yaHTsj 
fo  that  the  diftanee  frbin  fet  Fcteriburgh  to  Kibff, 
being  1586  verfts,  h  iost^  fchgU^  ftflfe^ 


From  Kioff  to  fioroka. 


• 

Pollfh  miles. 

From  Kioff 

To 

ft 

Vaffilkoff 

5 

Bclozyrkbff 

6 

, 

Shamarayofka 

2 

Squeer 

1 

Samgorod 

I 

* 

« 

Goiochu^ft 

I 

Pogrebifha^ 

a 

/■ 

Spit2dmtz 

2 

Otzeredno 

I 

• 

Lipovit2 

I 

Vytofsky    " 

i 

TO 

• 

1 
* 

COVBTJflHTJlfOPJUE,^ 

r 

Verfts. 

From  , 

Kavalef)^ 

I 

To 

Ncinht)ff 

I 

• 

Petzery 

a 

SpykoflF 

% 

Lefkovitz 

I 

" 

xTamaz-PoIy 

3 

- 

Kleynbof  ka 

% 

• 

Tzik&nof  ka  on  1 

the  Dniefter, 

on  the  bank 

oppofite 

is 

•         V 

3oroka 

% 

3 

•  i 


39 


Computing  6f  Engliih  miles  to  a  Poliih  mile,  the 
dtft^e^^o^  Kioff  io  SdrokbinU Wi^^^Es^ 
lifh  miles. 


from  Soroka,  the  frontier,  tp  YsJy  the  cs^l  of 
Moldavia,  reckoning  the  Tufkiih  fabat,  or  hour, 
to  be  three  Engliih  xnilqu 


Engliih  miles. 

from  Soroka 

.    To       Saynar 

1% 

Hetfh 

i» 

Meygma 

■«+ 

Hirer  Pnith 

1% 

CityofYaffy  la 

Fkto  Soroka  td  t*fly  7» 

From 
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From  Ya^  to  Balder. 


» 

Eoglifh  nuks. 

FimnTaflj 

To     Rofinar 

12 

Volzimtz 

15 

Kofluifluia 

«4 

Kifliaiioff 

6 

Bender 

44 

From  Tafly  to  Bender  8 1 


l^om  Bender  to  die  Danube,  along  the  ddert  of 

Budjack. 

Englifh  miles. 


From  Bender  * 

To        Kauflian 

12 

Kongley 

24 

Tartarken 

30 

Town  of  Ifmayl 

31 

From  Bender  to  Ifinayl  87 


FroDi  Ifmayl  to  Conftantinople. 

EnglUh  Miks. 

Fiom  IfiaiayU  cro&  the  Danube 

To      Tultzift  «* 


To    CONST  ANTIKOPLE^  (l^ 


E&glHh 

inile8# 

From  Babbadach 

iS 

To       Kaybaly 

iS 

Kodjalo 

6 

Htere 

6 

Danna-Ee^xr 

6 

Xara-Su 

12 

Kabady 

12 

Aly^Beg-Kiew 

12 

Bazartick 

24 

Ufliepy 

6 

Provady 

^4 

Yfeny  Kicw 

9 

Tzenggy 

^ 

A  Caravanlera 

12 

Aydofs 

12 

Benglyr 

9 

Kara-Bunar 

^5 

Faky 

12 

Kangry 

12 

Kirglifs 

24 

Bourga& 

H 

Tzorby 

30 

Silivry 

24 

Buyuck  Tzeckmiday 

iS 

Conflanunople 

iS 

From  Ifmayl  to  Conftantiqppkx    381 

The  whole  diffance  from  St  Peterlburgh  to  Con« 
ftantinope,  I  take  to  be  about  1295  £ng^  meafured 
nilesy  of  1760  yards  each  mUe» 

The 


.»  ' 


The  fiveral  diftances  as  follow,  viz. 
Ftcta  St  Peterfburgh  to  Kibff  1051  meafiired  miles/ 
From  Sjoff  to  ScM-oka,  the  frontier  of  Moldavia, 

253  computed  miles< 
From  Soroka  to  Yafly  72     ditto. 

Fmm  Taflay  to  Bender  .  8 1     ditto. 

Fcom  Bender  to  Ifmayl  S7    ditto. 

From  Ifmayr  to  Conftantbo]^  311    ditto.  ^ 
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.Thus  I  have  finiihed  m[y  fourth  eaflem  journey^ 
ttrfaich,  in  all  probability^  will  be  my  laft  to  that  quar- 
ter of  the  globe.  I  would  not  advife  any  man  to  un- 
dertake this  lad,  at  fticb  a  iirsibci  af  the  year  as  I  did^ 
oi  in  time  of  war. 


JF  I  N  I  S, 
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